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Letter to Editor

SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccination, prostate cancer and
steroids: Correspondence

Dear Editor, we would like to correspond on the publica-
tion “Humoral response after SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vacci-
nation in patients with prostate cancer using steroids [1].”
Ishii et al. reported that individuals who used steroids con-
currently had considerably poorer humoral responses to the
BNT162b2 mRNA vaccination. The presence of CRPC, the
accumulation of post-CRPC treatments, and steroid use all
had an impact on anti-SARS-CoV-2 S antibody titers [1].
The most recent study provides new data and may suggest
the value of the immunization. The response to vaccination
in patients with underlying diseases and those taking per-
sonal medications may vary from that of the general,
healthy vaccine recipient.

We all concur that giving the COVID-19 vaccine should
be advantageous. The results of the current study indicate
that vaccination history points to a protective effect of the
COVID-19 vaccine. However, another potential exacerbat-
ing factor is the relatively common antecedent COVID-19
without symptoms [2]. In most cases, no testing is done to
rule out the potential of earlier asymptomatic COVID-19.
The outcomes of the injection of the COVID-19 vaccine

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.urolonc.2022.08.014
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can be more precisely predicted if the pre-existing immuno-
logical conditions of the participants are properly evaluated.
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