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Abstract
Aims Rapid restoration of sinus rhythm using pharmacological cardioversion is commonly indicated in patients with symptom-
atic recent-onset atrial fibrillation (AF). The objectives of this large, international, multicenter observational study were to
determine the safety and effectiveness of intravenous (IV) vernakalant for conversion of AF to sinus rhythm in daily practice.
Methods and Results Consenting patients with symptomatic recent-onset AF (< 7 days) treated with IV vernakalant were
enrolled and followed up to 24 h after the last infusion or until discharge, in order to determine the incidence of predefined
serious adverse events (SAEs) and other observed SAEs and evaluate the conversion rate within the first 90 min. Overall, 2009
treatment episodes in 1778 patients were analyzed. The age of patients was 62.3 ± 13.0 years (mean ± standard deviation).
Median AF duration before treatment was 11.1 h (IQR 5.4–27.0 h). A total of 28 SAEs occurred in 26 patients including 19
predefined SAEs, i.e., sinus arrest (n = 4, 0.2%), significant bradycardia (n = 11, 0.5%), significant hypotension (n = 2, 0.1%),
and atrial flutter with 1:1 conduction (n = 2, 0.1%). There were no cases of sustained ventricular arrhythmias or deaths. All
patients who experienced SAEs recovered fully (n = 25) or with sequelae (n = 1). Conversion rate to sinus rhythm was 70.2%,
within a median of 12 min (IQR 8.0–28.0 min).
Conclusions This large multicenter, international observational study confirms the good safety profile and the high effectiveness
of vernakalant for the rapid cardioversion of recent-onset AF in daily hospital practice.
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Introduction and Purpose of the Study

Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most common sustained cardiac
arrhythmia, with an estimated 33.5 million people affected
worldwide [1]. One in four adults over 55 years of age in
Europe and the USA develop AF, with greater prevalence in

older populations [1, 2]. Patients with AF are at increased risk
of stroke and heart failure [3, 4]. A significant number of
patients with recent-onset AF seen in the emergency depart-
ments (EDs) undergo commonly in Europe pharmacological
cardioversion.

Vernakalant is a partial atrial-selective antiarrhythmic
agent by its action through IKur and IKACh channel inhibi-
tion [5]. However, it has a modest effect on the ventricle via
Ina and IKr channels resulting in a limited effect on ventricular
repolarization (QT interval) [5]. Vernakalant is contra-
indicated in patients with prolonged QT interval.

Intravenous vernakalant has been approved by the
European Medicine Agency [2010] for the rapid conversion
of recent-onset AF [6]. To date, a number of studies have
shown vernakalant to be well tolerated and effective for car-
dioversion of AF [7–18].

The FDA (Food and Drug Administration agency) decided
in 2008 and in December 2019 not to approve to market
vernakalant in the USA for safety concerns. In 2010, the
EMA requested a post-authorization safety study to better
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define the risk benefit ratio in routine clinical practice. The
objectives of SPECTRUM (Surveillance of Pharmacologic
thErapy for Cardioversion in aTrial fibrillation Registry
Using IV treatMent) (NCT01370629 and EUPAS2078) study
were to assess the rates of adverse events and to estimate the
effectiveness of the drug in a large cohort of patients with
recent-onset AF.

Methods

Definitions

Recent-onset AF was defined as symptomatic episode within
7 days that will be undergoing cardioversion taking into ac-
count that about 70% of patients with symptomatic AF < 72 h
were reported to convert spontaneously [19]. Beyond 7 days,
AF is likely to persist and the chances of pharmacological
cardioversion to be successful become low. Hypertension
was reported when documented on the medical record or the
patient report. Coronary artery disease (CAD) was diagnosed
when the patient had a documented history of CAD and/or a
history of coronary revascularization.

Patients and Procedures

Adult patients (≥ 18 years) with recent-onset AF occurring
between September 1, 2011 and April 11, 2018 who received
vernakalant for cardioversion were eligible for inclusion in
this international, multicenter, observational, post-
authorization study. Fifty-five hospitals in Austria, Denmark,
Germany, Spain, Sweden, and Finland participated in the
study, 53 of which enrolled patients. While administration of
vernakalant was at the discretion of the treating physician,
consecutively treated patients were enrolled and reasons for
non-participation were documented. A preinfusion checklist
and healthcare provider educational card were implemented
during the study period to assist in identifying patients for
treatment consistent with the approved indications and
contraindications.

Patients were required to give informed consent for
participation in the study and could be enrolled more than
once if they presented on multiple occasions for AF epi-
sodes. Patients who had participated in an investigational
drug/device clinical trial within 30 days prior to enroll-
ment were not eligible. In order to enhance enrollment
and reach the EMA required target of 2000 episodes, a
protocol amendment was made in September 2016, which
permitted retrospective inclusion of patients who had re-
ceived vernakalant between April 2013 and the end of the
study, provided that they fulfilled the established eligibil-
ity criteria. For prospectively enrolled patients, data were
collected from both medical records and supplemental

standardized data collection forms. For retrospectively en-
rolled patients, only medical records were available. The
study period comprised a baseline assessment and up to
24-h follow-up after completion of the last infusion or
until discharge. This study was mandated and approved
by the European Committee for Medicinal Products for
Human Use. The study protocol was approved by the
appropriate local research ethics committees for all partic-
ipating centers, and the study was conducted in accor-
dance with applicable national and local regulations/
guidelines, accepted standards for Good Clinical
Practice, Guidelines for Good Pharmacoepidemiology
Practices, and the Declaration of Helsinki [20].

Study Objectives and Endpoints

The primary objectives of the study was to estimate the inci-
dence of clinically predefined serious adverse events (SAEs),
i.e., significant hypotension (systolic blood pressure <
90 mmHg or requiring vasopressors); sustained (> 30 s) ven-
tricular arrhythmias, Torsade de Pointes (>10 s) or ventricular
fibrillation, atrial flutter with 1:1 conduction, bradycardia re-
quiring temporary electrical pacing, or sinus arrest (> 3 s).
Definition of these predefined SAEs was based on events
from previous controlled studies on IV vernakalant [7, 8, 11,
12] and from the reported adverse events (AEs) on other an-
tiarrhythmic agents. Secondary objectives included the rates
of all other SAEs. Each SAEwas reviewed and adjudicated by
an independent expert Safety Review Committee (SRC). This
study had also the objective to determine the conversion rate
to sinus rhythm in a large population of patients outside the
setting of controlled clinical trials.

The duration of the index AF episode was calculated as
the time between the patient-reported time of symptom
onset and the start of the first vernakalant infusion.
Successful cardioversion was defined as conversion to
sinus rhythm within 90 min of the start of vernakalant
infusion. Conversion rate was calculated in all patients,
as well as in an effectiveness population excluding all
treatment episodes in which patients received another
therapy for cardioversion within 90 min of the start of
vernakalant administration (e.g., electrical or pharmaco-
logical cardioversion). Vernakalant is recommended to
be administered in a step-dose fashion. Each treatment
episode can comprise up to two infusions, separated by
a 15-min observation period. The recommended doses for
the first and second infusions are 3.0 mg/kg and
2.0 mg/kg, respectively, each administered over 10 min.
For patients above 113 kg, vernakalant has a fixed initial
dose of 339 mg. If conversion to sinus rhythm does not
occur within 15 min after the end of the initial infusion, a
second 10-min infusion of 226 mg may be administered.
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Statistics and Analyses

A target sample size of 2000 vernakalant IV treatment epi-
sodes was chosen to allow adequate statistical precision, as
expressed by a two-sided 95% confidence limit. Enrollment
per site was capped at 10% of the total study population and
40% per country to minimize any potential bias in practice
patterns. Categorical variable frequency, along with 95% con-
fidence intervals (CIs), was determined for the summed treat-
ment episodes. Continuous variables were summarized using
descriptive statistics. Data were analyzed based on enrollment
method (prospective vs retrospective) and reported as strati-
fied and unstratified CIs. All analyses were performed using
Statistical Analysis System v9.2, or later, software.

Results

Study Population

A total of 1778 patients who presented with 2009 treatment
episodes were included: 1580 episodes were in prospectively
enrolled patients and 429 in retrospectively enrolled patients
(Table 1). The majority of patients were treated in the ED for
1289 (64.1%) AF episodes and 563 (28.0%) AF episodes in
the coronary or intensive care units, with the remainder 157
(7.8%) episodes being treated in other hospital settings. As
seen in Fig. 1, the main reason for non-inclusion in the study
was lack of informed consent. In 1905 (94.7%) AF episodes,
vernakalant was administered to non-surgery patients, and in
104 (5.2%) to post-cardiac surgery patients. The later are
among the prospectively included patients. The mean age of
the overall patient population at time of treatment was 62.3 ±
13.0 years (mean ± standard deviation [SD]), ranging from
18.0 to 94.0 years, and 1222 (60.8%) episodes occurred in
men (Table 1). At baseline, systolic blood pressure (BP) was
132.5 ± 19.5 mmHg and heart rate (HR) was 112.9 ± 25.5/min
(mean ± SD). The median duration of AF episode prior to
treatment was 11.1 (5.4–27.0) hours (median [interquartile
range, IQR]). In 88.9% of episodes, the patients were treated
within 48 h of the onset of symptoms, and in 72.5% within
24 h. Duration of AF before treatment in 104 post-cardiac
surgery patients was shorter than in the overall population,
with 3.6 h (range 0.8–15.4) (median [IQR]). Baseline demo-
graphics and characteristics were similar between patients en-
rolled prospectively and retrospectively. Total length of ED
stay was 7.5 (5.0–13.5) hours (median [IQR]). Only 167
(13.0%) of patients initially managed in the ED were in hos-
pital for 24 h or longer. The number of vernakalant infusions
was available in 1990 patients. Of these, 1201 (60.4%) re-
ceived one vernakalant infusion and 789 (39.6) received a
total of 2 infusions.

Predefined Serious Adverse Events and Other Adverse
Events

No deaths were recorded in our study. Nineteen predefined
SAEs were reported during or after 17 treatment episodes
(cumulative incidence 0.8%; CI 0.5–1.4%) (Table 2).
Eighteen of the 19 events occurred within 2 h from the start
of infusion. The remaining event was an episode of atrial
flutter with 1:1 conduction which occurred 3.1 h after drug
infusion and was terminated by electrical shock. Symptomatic
bradycardia was the most common event occurring in 11
(0.5%; CI 0.4–1.2%) episodes (Table 2). Conversion to sinus
rhythm occurred in 10 of these cases. A pause described as
sinus arrest preceding the restoration of sinus rhythm occurred
in 4 patients. In 2 patients, sinus arrest was associated with
sinus bradycardia. In all bradycardia and sinus arrest cases, the
vernakalant infusion was immediately discontinued. One of
these 4 sinus arrests occurred in a 66-year-old man, sportive
cyclist with no history of heart disease, admitted for a first
episode of AF with a mean ventricular response of 95 beats/
min. He received 300 mg orally of flecainide which failed to
restore sinus rhythm. The treating physician decided 4 h later,
to administer IV vernakalant. At the end of the infusion, a
pause of 6 s, with a brief dizziness, occurred and resolved
spontaneously, followed by a normal sinus rhythm with a
HR of 47 beats/min which was patient usual HR and a BP
of 120/85 mmHg. This event was considered a SAE although
there was probably an interaction between oral flecainide still
active and vernakalant in this event. One of the bradycardia
events occurred in a retrospectively enrolled 69-year-old
woman on bisoprolol with a history of hypertension and
CAD, who developed 8 min after the second infusion of
vernakalant a sinus bradycardia which rapidly resolved with
IV atropine. Two bradycardia episodes occurred in post-
cardiac surgery patients requiring temporary electrical pacing
through the electrodes left in place by the surgeon. Both pa-
tients converted to sinus rhythm. None of the non-surgery
patients required temporary electrical pacing. Significant hy-
potension occurred on two (0.1%; CI < 0.1–0.4%) occasions,
associated with sinus bradycardia in both instances. Both
events resolved with intravenous atropine and fluid. There
were two cases of atrial flutter with 1:1 ventricular conduction
terminated with electrical shock whereas no cases of sustained
ventricular tachycardia (VT), ventricular fibrillation, or
Torsade de Pointes were observed. In addition to the
predefined SAEs, there were 9 other SAEs, one of which
occurred in a retrospectively enrolled patient (Table 2). They
included two instances of hypotension not requiring vasopres-
sor agents, 2 non-sustained VT which deserve special atten-
tion. The first non-sustained VT occurred in a 48-year-old
man with asthma admitted with fever, palpitations, dyspnea,
and first episode of AF with a ventricular rate of 144 bpm.
During vernakalant infusion, 5 beats of non-sustained VT was
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observed. Among the tests done, coronary angiography was
reported as normal. The same run of 5 beats of non-sustained
VT was observed 20 h after infusion (next day) making the
causal effect of vernakalant unlikely. The other event occurred
in a 57-year-old patient with a 6-year history of recurrent
symptomatic AF and arterial hypertensionwith left ventricular
hypertrophy. He was admitted with palpitations, irregular

heartbeats, and dizziness. He was on dronedarone, and ECG
showed AF with a ventricular rate of 135 bpm. During infu-
sion of vernakalant, he had 6 s of non-sustained VT observed
on the monitor and was given 5 mg of bisoprolol which re-
duced the heart rate to 120 beats/min and relieved patient
symptoms. The Safety Review Committee considered that in
the first case, the wide QRS complexes were due to aberrant

Table 1 Clinical characteristics of patients

Total Prospective Retrospective

No. of patients 2009 1580 429

Age (years) mean ± SD 62.3 ± 13.0 61.9 ± 13.5 63.6 ± 11.2

Range (years) 18.0–94 18–93 30–94

Male, n (%) 1222 (60.8) 998 (63.2) 224 (52.2)

Body weight (kg) mean ± SD 84.1 ± 16.5 84.3 ± 16.5 83.1 (16.9)

Range (kg) 45.0–189.0 45.0–189.0 45.0–165.0

Body mass index (kg/m2) 27.8 ± 4.9 27.7 ± 4.8 28.2 ± 5.1

Associated conditions, n (%)

Hypertension 1103 (54.9) 884 (55.9) 219 (51.0)

Coronary artery disease 118 (5.9) 82 (5.2) 36 (8.4)

Cardiomyopathy 33 (1.6) 31 (2.0) 2 (0.5%)

Heart failure (history) 63 (3.1) 59 (3.7) 4 (0.9)

Diabetes 199 (9.9) 165 (10.4) 34 (7.9)

Stroke (history) 91 (4.5) 68 (4.3) 23 (5.4)

Pacemaker/ICD 36 (1.8) 24 (1.5) 12 (2.8)

Type of AF episode

First detected 477 (23.7) 393 (24.9) 84 (19.6)

Previous history of AF 1458 (72.6) 1115 (70.6) 343 (80.0)

Onset unknown/not assessed 5 (0.2) 3 (0.2) 2 (0.5)

Post-surgery 69 (3.4) 69 (4.4) 0 (0.0)

Symptoms on admission, n (%)

Palpitations, irregular heart beat 1749 (87.1) 1337 (84.6) 412 (96.0)

Dyspnea or shortness of breath 352 (17.5) 306 (19.4) 46 (10.7)

Dizziness, light-headedness 320 (15.9) 251 (15.9) 69 (16.1)

Chest pain 271 (13.5) 220 (13.9) 51 (11.9)

Syncope, near syncope 61 (3.0) 53 (3.4) 8 (1.9)

Duration of the index episode

Less than 24 h, n (%) 1438 (72.5) 1107 (70.2) 331 (81.5)

24–48 h, n (%) 347 (17.5) 288 (18.3) 59 (14.5)

More than 48 h 199 (10.0) 183 (11.6) 16 (3.9)

Mean duration ± SD (h) 23.2 ± 44.9 24.9 ± 45.8 16.8 ± 40.6

Median (IQR 25–75) (h) 11.1 (5.44–27.03) 11.9 (5.8–29.7) 8.2 (4.8–18.3)

Antiarrhythmic agents, n (%)

Betablockers 1055 (52.5) 800 (50.6) 255 (59.4)

Calcium channels blockers 22 (1.1) 20 (1.3) 2 (0.5)

Class I agents* 85 (4.2) 71 (4.5) 14 (3.3)

Class III agents* 98 (4.9) 89 (5.6) 9 (2.1)

Digitalis glycosides 22 (1.1) 18 (1.1) 4 (0.9)

*Using the Vaughan-Williams classification
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conduction during rapid AF (Ashman phenomenon). Among
the non-predefined SAEs, one supraventricular tachycardia
(120 beats/min) and a single report each of angina pectoris,
pericardial effusion, transient visual disturbance, and
vernakalant overdose (Table 2). A total of 188 non-serious
AEs were reported, the most common of which were
dysgeusia (n = 35) and sneezing (n = 27). All patients with
vernakalant-related AEs recovered without sequelae. All but
6 of the 28 SAEs were considered by the investigators and the
SRC to be related to vernakalant administration.

Rates of Conversion to Sinus Rhythm

Overall, conversion to sinus rhythm at any time following
vernakalant infusion occurred in 1448 out of 2009 (72.1%)
treatment episodes. Successful cardioversion was recorded in
70.2% (CI 68.1–72.2%) of the 1936 episodes of the effective-
ness population excluding those in which either electrical car-
dioversion (n = 68) or an additional intravenous Class I/III
antiarrhythmic drug (n = 6) was given within 90 min of infu-
sion initiation. The rate of cardioversion was similar between
the 1107 of 1580 (70.1%) episodes included prospectively

and the 297 of 421 (70.5%) episodes of retrospectively en-
rolled patients. Successful cardioversion of AF was reported
in 68 of 104 (65.4%) of treatment episodes in the post-cardiac
surgery patients. Time to cardioversion was recorded in 1413
of 1448 episodes with successful conversion to sinus rhythm.
The median time to conversion was 12.0 (8.0–28.0) minutes
(median [IQR]) Fig. 2). One thousand one hundred eight of
1413 (78.4%) successful cardioversions were treated with on-
ly one drug infusion. The percentage of successful cardiover-
sion was 70.1% in the prospective patients and 70.5% in the
retrospective patients. The median hospital stay time in those
treated in the ED was 7.5 h allowing patient discharges when
their condition was clinically stable.

Anticoagulation

About a quarter of patients presenting with recent-onset AF at
baseline were on vitamin K antagonists or direct oral antico-
agulants. Investigators respected current guidelines [3] on
anticoagulation both peri-procedurally and after hospital
discharge.

Fig. 1 Study flow chart. Flow chart showing patient enrollment in the
SPECTRUM study. The term patient here refers to individual treatment
episodes (asterisk). Owing to lack of informed consent (n = 500) (dagger).
Other reasons included patient enrollment in an investigational drug trial
in the past 30 days, spontaneous conversion to sinus rhythm, ejection
fraction 30–35%, electrical cardioversion preferred, missing information

regarding start of atrial fibrillation, inclusion criteria not met, other, or no
reason provided or known. Source data could not be verified to confirm
that vernakalant IV was administered (double dagger). Spontaneous
conversion to sinus rhythm before vernakalant IV administration
(section sign). Patient decision and lack of follow-up after cardioversion
in one case each (double vertical line). IV intravenous
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Discussion

The SPECTRUM study included a large real-world pa-
tient population of 1778 patients with 2009 recent-onset
AF episodes in whom pharmacological cardioversion was
performed with vernakalant. About 70% of patients were
cardioverted within 12 min from onset of infusion and
11 h from the AF onset. Our findings confirm the safety
and efficacy of vernakalant reported in previous studies
[7–18, 21–25] and extend their consistency to routine

hospital use in large populations. To our knowledge, the
present study provides the largest series of patients with
recent-onset AF undergoing pharmacological cardiover-
sion with a specific antiarrhythmic agent. The safety was
the main objective of this study. We found the incidence
of both predefined and other SAEs to be lower than ex-
pected. There were no death and no sustained ventricular
arrhythmia. Overall, 28 SAEs (1.3%) were recorded. The
majority of patients were AF treated in ED and intensive
care units.

Fig. 2 Time to conversion to
sinus rhythm. Time to conversion
to sinus rhythm with vernakalant
IV in the effectiveness analysis
population (N = 1936). Time to
conversion was not recorded in 29
treatment episodes in which
patients converted to sinus
rhythm; these episodes are not
displayed on the graph but are
taken into account for the
proportion calculation. IV
intravenous

Table 2 Adverse events in 2009 episodes during treatment and observation periods

Event type Number of events Incidence (95% CI) Considered drug-related, n (%)

All SAEs 28 1.3% (0.8–1.9) 22 (78.6)

Predefined SAEs 19 0.8% (0.5–1.4) 18 (94.7)

Significant hypotension 2 0.1% (< 0.1–0.4) 2 (100.0)

Bradycardiaα 11 0.5% (0.3–10) 10 (93.3)

Sinus arrest (> 3 s)β 4 0.2% (< 0.1–0.4) 4 (100.0)

Atrial flutter with 1: 1 AV conduction 2 0.1% (0.1–0.4) 2 (100.0)

Ventricular tachycardia γ 0 0 0 (0.0)

Other than predefined SAEs 9 0.45% 5 (55.6)

Hypotension 2 0.1% 1 (50.0)

Supraventricular tachycardiaδ 1 < 0.1% 1 (100.0)

Non-sustained ventricular tachycardiaε 2 < 0.1% 1 (50.0)

Angina pectoris 1 (< 0.1) < 0.1% 0 (0.0)

Pericardial effusion 1 (< 0.1) < 0.1% 0 (0.0)

Visual disturbance 1 (< 0.1) < 0.1% 0 (0.0)

Vernakalant overdoseζ 1 (< 0.1) < 0.1% 1 (100.0)

αNine cases of sinus bradycardia and 2 reported as significant bradycardia
βOne patient had both sinus arrest followed by sinus bradycardia
γOne event reclassified as atrial flutter with 1:1 conduction
δAtrial arrhythmia other than atrial flutter
εSee text, exceeding 5% of the weight-based dosing recommendation. In this case, the administered dose was 51% in excess of the recommended dose
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Pharmacological cardioversion is frequently indicated as
part of a rhythm control strategy or as a tool to control patient
symptoms and avoid hospitalization in clinically stable condi-
tion [25, 26]. It is often preferred to electrical cardioversion in
patients with hemodynamically stable condition as it does not
require general anesthesia or sedation. Among agents current-
ly available for rapid termination of recent-onset AF,
vernakalant represents an option [3]. However, there has been
to our knowledge, no large study exploring the safety of
vernakalant in daily practice.

There is no universal definition for recent-onset AF. In
current literature, the duration limits of AF episodes range
from < 24 [27] to < 48 h and even < 7 days [28, 29]. The
prevalence of recent-onset AF among all AF subsets varies
from 11% when restricted to the first detected episode (new
onset) [30] to 26% [31]. The characteristics of patients were
similar to those of other AF cohorts [31, 32].

As with electrical cardioversion, pharmacological cardio-
version can be associated with post-cardioversion
bradyarrhythmias, often unmasking pre-existing sinus node
dysfunction or atrioventricular conduction abnormalities and
can result in ventricular escape rhythms or prolonged ventric-
ular pauses. Of interest, these pauses were first reported by
Lown [33], following electrical cardioversion as the possible
reflect of sinus dysfunction. Another possible mechanism for
these sinus arrests is right atrial stunning [34]. The cumulative
incidences of bradycardia (0.5%), sinus arrest (0.2%), and
hypotension (0.1%) observed in this study were also low.
The incidence of atrial flutter with 1:1 conduction was lower
than that reported with oral Class Ic antiarrhythmics, such as
flecainide or propafenone. The “pill in the pocket” approach
requires initiation of therapy in hospital to verify its safety
[35]. No cases of Torsade de Pointes or sustained VT was
observed, which is in line with the low risk of ventricular
proarrhythmia associated with vernakalant owing to its elec-
trophysiological properties [5]. This contrasts with the report-
ed incidence of Torsade de Pointes [24, 36, 37] in patients
with AF/atrial flutter of 4.3% with intravenous ibutilide in
the report of Kowey et al. including 1.7% of which required
cardioversion [36]. Of note, all but one of the predefined
SAEs in this study occurred within 2 h of the start of infusion.
As aforementioned, the remaining patient had atrial flutter
with 1:1 ventricular conduction which occurred 3.1 h follow-
ing infusion initiation, indicating that close cardiac monitoring
should be available during and after treatment in some
patients.

Conversion to sinus rhythm with vernakalant was rapid
(median time of 12.0 min) similar to what was previously
reported [9–18]. The conversion median time of ibutilide
was significantly longer than that of vernakalant (26 min ver-
sus 10 min, P = 0.01) in a randomized comparison [18].
Furthermore, in this particularly large real-world study, the
median duration of AF episode was short (11.1 h) as there is

important evidence, and relevant guidelines [3] suggesting
that prompt cardioversion could be associated with benefits
in terms of lower risk of thromboembolic events [4, 38, 39].

Although the baseline characteristics of the study popula-
tion were consistent with AF population-based studies [31,
32] and clinical studies with vernakalant, the conversion rate
was higher than that observed in recent review and meta-
analysis (~ 50%) [22–25]. This seems likely to be due to pa-
tients being treated soon after symptom onset in European
clinical practice. Other recent but smaller observational stud-
ies [13–15, 17, 18], which collectively included almost 1300
patients, have found similarly high conversion rates (65–86%)
when vernakalant was administered soon after the onset of
AF, particularly within the first 48 h [15, 17, 21].
Vernakalant has also been shown to induce a higher rate of
cardioversion compared with flecainide (67% vs 46%) in a
non-randomized cohort study [21]. Similarly, in randomized
studies, vernakalant was more effective than amiodarone [12]
(52% vs 5%; after 90min) and ibutilide [18, 24] (69% vs 43%;
within 90 min). The SPECTRUM results are consistent with
previous reports that vernakalant is safe and effective for the
rapid cardioversion of recent-onset AF and extends them to
daily practice.

Owing to the rapid time to conversion with vernakalant, the
median hospital stay time for those treated in the ED was
7.5 h. This is encouraging given that a study in France report-
ed that hospitalization constitutes 60% of the cost of care for
patients with AF [40].

Study Limitations

This multicenter international study was observational as the
main objectivewas to determine the safety of vernakalant as used
in daily hospital practice without interfering on the management
of recent-onset AF by the treating physician. For these reasons,
the adverse events were expected to be higher in an “uncon-
trolled” setting with no guidance on patient selection than those
reported in controlled studies with strict protocols. In fact, SAEs
were low in this study. Data collection for prospectively enrolled
patients was comprehensive owing to use of both study-specific
tools and medical records. However, for retrospectively enrolled
patients, it was not possible to routinely collect all data of interest
in a standardized manner. Nevertheless, baseline characteristics,
medical histories, and SAEs in the retrospective cohort were
similar to those in the prospective cohort, supporting the use of
a retrospective analysis.

Conclusions

The results of this large multicenter study showed that
vernakalant has a good safety profile and is effective in en-
abling rapid cardioversion in clinical practice. Moreover, the
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rates of serious complications were lower than those observed
in early trials reflecting appropriate patient selection in clinical
practice. In conclusion, vernakalant provides a rapid and ef-
fective means of pharmacological conversion in patients with
recent-onset AF undergoing cardioversion undergoing cardio-
version in daily hospital practice.
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