
Ebola virus disease 2014: Induction 
of abnormal cardiac rhythm?

To the Editor,

The present outbreak of Ebola virus disease 2014 in Africa is of 
public health concern. This disease is a deadly infection and has high 
fatality (1). The clinical presentation is mainly an acute febrile illness 
with hemorrhagic complication (1). Of interest, there are also other 
systemic presentations in the patient. The effect of the infection on 
cardiac rhythm is very interesting. Indeed, in the earlier outbreak in 
Sudan in 1976, the problem of cardiac rhythm abnormality was not 
observed (2). However, in the present situation, Ebola 2014, tachycardia 
is common (3). Bah et al. (3) reported that the mean heart rate of 
patients was >93 beats/minute. It appears that the new Ebola virus 2014 
has a possible cardiac chronotropic action. 

Viroj Wiwanitkit
Surin Rajabhat University; Bangkok-Thailand

References

1. Wiwanitkit V. Ebola virus infection: what should be known? N Am J Med Sci 
2014; 6: 549-52. [CrossRef]

2. Ebola haemorrhagic fever in Sudan, 1976. Report of a WHO/International 
Study Team. Bull World Health Organ 1978; 56: 247-70.

3. Bah EI, Lamah MC, Fletcher T, Jacob ST, Brett-Major DM, Sall AA, et al. 
Clinical presentation of patients with Ebola virus disease in Conakry, 
Guinea. N Engl J Med 2015; 372: 40-7. [CrossRef]

Address for Correspondence: Dr. Viroj Wiwanitkit
Wiwanitkit House, Bangkhae, 10160, Bangkok-Thailand
Phone: +6624132436
Fax: +6624132436
E-mail: wviroj@yahoo.com
©Copyright 2015 by Turkish Society of Cardiology - Available online at www.anatoljcardiol.com 
DOI:10.5152/AnatolJCardiol.2015.6465

Letters to the Editor Anatol J Cardiol 2015; 15: 676-81682

http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/hrt.2009.190421
http://dx.doi.org/10.1161/CIRCINTERVENTIONS.110.960393
http://dx.doi.org/10.11622/smedj.2014022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2013.01.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jcin.2014.04.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/1947-2714.145458
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa1411249

