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We are grateful to Karapanayiotides and colleagues (2020)

for their description of a 57-year-old patient with acute

haemorrhagic leukoencephalitis (AHLE) and concentric de-

myelination suggestive of Baló’s disease, and for adding

insights into the neurological manifestations of COVID-19.

The authors are correct to point out that the mechanisms

underpinning the features in all of our collective patients re-

main to be determined, and the role of direct infection, hyp-

oxia, immune-mediated injury and metabolic processes all

warrant further exploration. The authors are also correct in

describing the difficulty in applying historical terminology to

the clinical pictures that we are now seeing in COVID-19,

and that new terminologies need to be considered.

In Patient 17, the clinical picture of rapid progression, uni-

lateral significant brain swelling with oedema and ensuing

coma—with evidence of brainstem dysfunction, and reso-

lution with decompressive craniectomy and corticosteroids,

fitted best clinically with previous descriptions of haemor-

rhagic leukoencephalitis (AHLE) (Love et al., 2008). We ac-

knowledge that neither the biopsied tissue, nor the imaging,

showed any evidence of haemorrhage. Whereas the former

might potentially be a tissue sampling issue, it is unlikely

that any significant haemorrhage would have been missed

on the susceptibility-weighted MRI sequence done preopera-

tively, although this may have developed with time. For

Patient 17, an ‘aggressive hyper-acute disseminated enceph-

alomyelitis’ might therefore have been a more appropriate

term.
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