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Tony (Anthony James) Pawson, a giant in the
field of cell signaling research, dies unexpectedly
at the age of 60
Stephan M Feller1,2
Abstract

Tony was widely recognized as a world leader in the field of signal transduction and conducted seminal work
especially on signaling processes related to protein – protein interactions and cancers. He will be much missed by
many colleagues around the world.
Maintext
Tony obtained his MA in Biochemistry from Cambridge,
working with Tim (Richard Timothy) Hunt (Nobel
Laureate 2001), and then a PhD from King’s College
London in 1976 for research conducted in Alan Smith’s
group. From 1976–1980 Tony was a postdoc at UC
Berkeley, working with Peter Duesberg and G. Steven
Martin; and from 1981–1985 he was an assistant professor
at University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.
In 1985, Tony moved to the Samuel Lunenfeld Research

Institute at Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto, Canada, where
he established a firm base, becoming a distinguished
scientist and director of research, as well as a Professor
of Molecular Genetics at the University of Toronto.
Tony received numerous science awards, including, in

2010, the first STS/CCS Honorary Medal, jointly spon-
sored by the Signal Transduction Society (www.sigtrans.
de) and CELL COMMUNICATION AND SIGNALING
[1] (see www.biosignaling.com for further information; see
also Picture). Furthermore, Tony was a member of numer-
ous editorial boards, including that of CELL COMMUNI-
CATION AND SIGNALING from 2008 onwards.
Throughout much of his career, Tony was feared as a

highly effective competitor who not only came up with his
own innovative leads but also recognized other promising
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new routes in signaling research with great efficacy and
swiftly engaged in creative research on these.
I learned this first hand during my own PhD thesis re-

search. Tony attended a talk in New York City, where
my PhD supervisor, Hidesaburo Hanafusa [2], presented,
for the first time, my research results in public [3].
Within two years, Tony and his collaborators had a
manuscript in Nature in press on this topic [4].
At the same time, Tony was also a generous mentor

and enthusiastic collaborator who shaped and led the
world’s research on protein interaction domains and
protein phosphorylation in many ways. A vast number
of scientists have directly or indirectly benefited from
his guidance as well as his scientific breakthroughs.
Tony’s greatest scientific achievement, among many, is

arguably the discovery of Src Homology 2 (SH2) domains
in the mid 80s, which became the archetypal domain fam-
ily for the study of protein – protein interactions. At the
1990 Oncogene Meeting in Frederick, Maryland, Tony, to-
gether with Bruce Mayer (then in David Baltimore’s
group) and the Hanafusa team, was also the amongst first
to report that SH2 domains interact with tyrosine-
phosphorylated protein epitopes, thereby identifying pro-
tein modification as a key tool in the arsenal of signaling
cells. This research area has flourished ever since and
today literally hundreds of protein modifications are
known, which impact on virtually all aspects of cell regula-
tion phenomena.
is is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
ommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
iginal work is properly cited.

http://www.sigtrans.de
http://www.sigtrans.de
http://www.biosignaling.com
mailto:stephan.feller@imm.ox.ac.uk
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


Tony discussing results with Panagis Filippakopoulos at the 2010 STS conference in Weimar, Germany. Tony was the inaugural recipient
of the STS/CCS Honorary Medal in that year. Photo kindly provided by Toby Gibson, EMBL.
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Tony’s unassuming personality, sharp intellect, valu-
able advice and openness for principal investigators and
students alike will remain a treasured memory for all
who had the privilege to closely interact with him.

Received: 13 August 2013 Accepted: 13 August 2013
Published: 19 August 2013

References
1. Feller SM: First Honorary Medal of the Signal Transduction Society (STS)

and ‘CELL COMMUNICATION AND SIGNALING’ awarded to Professor
Anthony J. (Tony) Pawson. Cell Commun Signal 2011, 9:3.

2. Feller SM: Obituary: Hidesaburo Hanafusa 1929–2009. Cell Commun Signal
2009, 7:7.

3. Feller SM, Knudsen B, Hanafusa H: c-Abl kinase regulates the protein
binding activity of c-Crk. EMBO J 1994, 13:2341–2351.

4. Rosen MK, Yamazaki T, Gish GD, Kay CM, Pawson T, Kay LE: Direct
demonstration of an intramolecular SH2-phosphotyrosine interaction in
the Crk protein. Nature 1995, 374:477–479.

doi:10.1186/1478-811X-11-61
Cite this article as: Feller: Tony (Anthony James) Pawson, a giant in the
field of cell signaling research, dies unexpectedly at the age of 60. Cell
Communication and Signaling 2013 11:61.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Maintext
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


