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Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Lewisham and Greenwich NHS Trust, London, United
Kingdom

Background: The outbreak of the COVID-19 has had global impact on
elective and emergency surgical care. So far, we possess few data to un-
derstand the effect of the CoViD-19 on emergency surgery.

Aim: To compare the total number of patients who were referred, ad-
mitted, and had an emergency operation under General Surgery (GS)
between March and May 2020, to the same period between 2016-19.
Method: Retrospective analysis of prospectively collected local data
from surgical take lists and operative data obtained from the hospital’s
Business Intelligence Team.

Results: A 22.4% reduction was seen in the referrals per day 15.18+/-
2.45vs. 11.77 +/- 4.54 (2016-9 vs. 2020, mean+/-SD) and a 36% reduction
in admissions per day 7.40 +/-1.07 vs. 4.69+/- 2.03 (2016-9 vs. 2020,
mean+/-SD). A 55% reduction in the total number of emergency opera-
tions during the CoViD-19 outbreak was observed 87 (total, 2020) vs.
194+/-35.96 (mean+/-SD, 2016-19).

Conclusions: CoViD-19 had a significant impact on the number of
patients presenting to GS. Interestingly, an even greater reduction in
operative treatment was also observed. This may reflect reduction in
theatre availability or use of a higher threshold for conservative treat-
ment.



