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Abstract: There is an urgent need for the development of new antibiotics. Here, we describe the
inhibitory activity of new quinone compounds against methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
(ATCC® 43300), methicillin-sensitive S. aureus (ATCC® 29213), and two clinical isolates from Chile
(ISP-213 and ISP-214). We observed 99.9% reduction in viability within 2 h of exposure without the
cultures exhibiting any post-antibiotic effect, which was twice the kinetics to that observed with
vancomycin. These clinical isolates did not acquire resistance to these quinone derivatives during the
course of our study. We found that these compounds protected larvae of the greater wax moth, sp.
Galleria mellonella, from infection by these MRSA clinical strains as effectively as vancomycin. These
quinone derivatives are potential drug candidates worth further development.

Keywords: methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA); drug discovery; quinone-antibiotics

1. Introduction

The World Health Organization (WHO) identified antimicrobial resistance as one of the
main threats to global public health in 2019 [1]. Antimicrobial resistance has reached all con-
tinents and currently negatively impacts most countries of global health systems [2]. One
of the most problematic pathogens is methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).
This agent causes high morbidity in the United States [3], and the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) warns that there is a 90% prevalence of MRSA in 21 countries of the
Americas [4], which indicates that patients infected with MRSA are now 64% more likely
to die due to treatment failure compared to an MSSA infection [4]. Not surprisingly, the
WHO generated a list of priority pathogens to focus the development of new antibacterial
drugs against in 2017; MRSA ranked as a high priority [4]. Unfortunately, the development
of new antibacterial drugs has progressively declined since the 1980s [5]. An analysis of
new antibiotics approvals in the recent decades indicates a sharp fall in the last 30 years [6].

In particular, there has been widespread reluctance in the commercial sectors to de-
velop new antibacterial drugs for reasons that include funding and barriers to market
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entry [6]. One path to obtaining new, potent activities while mitigating the costs of transla-
tion is to structurally modify drugs previously introduced to the market or drugs whose
mode of action is already known [7]. Numerous governmental and non-governmental
organizations support this approach with tax and social initiatives encouraging new drug
development, but commercial innovation lags behind [8,9].

Compounds containing the quinone ring structure are renowned for antimicrobial
and antitumoral activities [10–13]. Despite having numerous naturally-occurring and
synthetic quinone derivatives being used clinically and several studies since the 1950s,
the full-spectrum of antimicrobial actions associated with derivatives of this core struc-
ture is unknown. To investigate the possibility of creating new drugs with anti-MRSA
activity we synthesized 17 substituted derivatives starting from a thiophenyl quinone core
backbone [14]. These entirely-new derivatives differed from each other by the chemical
groups added and the carbon position in which the groups were attached to the thiophenyl
ring. Several compounds inhibited the growth of multi-drug resistant Staphylococcus aureus
and Enterococcus faecium (minimum inhibitory concentrations of 1 to 32 µg/mL) without
exhibiting toxicity to mammalian cells [14]. We found that the size and lipophilicity of the
chemical groups attached to the phenyl ring modified the antimicrobial activity, with sub-
stituents in the ortho- and para-position exhibiting the greatest inhibitory activity against
S. aureus and E. faecium [14].

Our preliminary findings indicated that some of these quinone derivatives might have
potential use as new antibiotics but more detailed knowledge about antimicrobial activity
is needed to prioritize which derivatives are most promising. For example, we do not yet
know the kinetics of bactericidal/bacteriostatic activity or any information about potential
post-antibiotic effects (PAEs) MRSA stains might exhibit after exposure. How easily clinical
isolates might develop resistance or whether these compounds inhibit the growth of MRSA
in live animals are open questions.

Here, we prioritized which derivatives to study further. We excluded derivatives that
were not sufficiently soluble in water because these characteristics will not be suitable for
drug development. We focused on two soluble derivatives containing either a chlorine or
bromine group at the para-position to the carbon-sulfur bond linking the phenyl ring to the
quinone ring [14]. These two compounds exhibited minimum inhibitory concentrations
of 1 to 4 µg/mL against S. aureus, which was close to that observed for vancomycin at
1 µg/mL.

With the objective of verifying if these two quinone derivatives have potential to be
further developed into drug candidates, we assayed therapeutic potential in vitro and
in vivo. For this investigation, we refer to the chlorinated and brominated derivatives as
quinone compound #1 (QNC1) and quinone compound #2 (QNC2), respectively (Supple-
mentary Figure S1 [14]). First, we assayed the time necessary for these compounds to
kill different clinical isolates of MRSA. Additionally, we evaluated if the derivatives had
any post-antibiotic effects and if the MRSA isolates acquired resistance under controlled
conditions.

We used MRSA-infected larvae of the greater wax moth, sp. Galleria mellonella, as
a low-cost, rapid-use tool to assay antimicrobial dose responses in a living animal. This
unusual system is easy to use and correlates well with murine models to provide an ethical
alternative to testing drugs in mammals [15–20]. The larvae are susceptible to infection
by a wide-range of pathogenic bacteria. In this system, larvae are infected and replicate
samples are treated with a dilution series of drug treatments. After a specified period of
time, disease free larvae are scored to quantify dose-response, if any. This model system
does not require sophisticated equipment and has been used by various authors to test
drug efficacy of similar antibacterial agents [15–20]. Herein, we present the results of these
experiments and discuss the significance of our findings.
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2. Results
2.1. Kill Kinetics

To begin our examination of the therapeutic potential of our selected quinone deriva-
tives, we measured microbicidal kinetics against different MRSA isolates exposed to QNC1
or QNC2. In these studies, we considered it relevant to know when 99.9% of the popu-
lation studied had been killed. The mean time needed to kill 99.9% MRSA strains upon
exposure to any concentration of QNC1 was 2 ± 0.17 hours (mean ± standard deviation)
regardless of concentration (Figure 1). The viability of all strains exposed to vancomycin
reduced 99.9% at 4 hours of exposure (Figure 1). We observed similar results for the QNC2
compound, in which 99.9% of the MRSA bacterial population was killed by 2 ± 0.17 hours
exposure at all concentrations studied (Figure 1). No differences were observed in the
bactericidal effects of QNC1 or QNC2 on the clinical isolates (MRSA ISP-213/ISP-214) and
or the MRSA and MSSA ATCC® strains tested. We observed no significant differences
(p < 0.05) between the killing of MRSA strain by QNC1 and that of QNC2 at all time-points
and concentrations studied.

Antibiotics 2021, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 3 of 11 
 

2. Results 

2.1. Kill Kinetics 

To begin our examination of the therapeutic potential of our selected quinone deriv-

atives, we measured microbicidal kinetics against different MRSA isolates exposed to 

QNC1 or QNC2. In these studies, we considered it relevant to know when 99.9% of the 

population studied had been killed. The mean time needed to kill 99.9% MRSA strains 

upon exposure to any concentration of QNC1 was 2 ± 0.17 hours (mean ± standard devia-

tion) regardless of concentration (Figure 1). The viability of all strains exposed to vanco-

mycin reduced 99.9% at 4 hours of exposure (Figure 1). We observed similar results for 

the QNC2 compound, in which 99.9% of the MRSA bacterial population was killed by 2 ± 

0.17 hours exposure at all concentrations studied (Figure 1). No differences were observed 

in the bactericidal effects of QNC1 or QNC2 on the clinical isolates (MRSA ISP-213/ISP-

214) and or the MRSA and MSSA ATCC®  strains tested. We observed no significant dif-

ferences (p < 0.05) between the killing of MRSA strain by QNC1 and that of QNC2 at all 

time-points and concentrations studied. 

  

Figure 1. Time-Kill curves of QNC1 and QNC2 at MIC, 2  MIC and 4  MIC against; (a) MRSA 

ATCC®  43300; (b) MSSA ATCC®  29213; (c) MRSA Clinical isolates ISP-213; (d) MRSA clinical iso-

lates ISP-214. Vancomycin was used for comparison. 

2.2. Post-Antibiotic Effect 

Continuing with our investigation of the antibacterial activity of the compounds, we 

determined if QNC1 or QNC2 promoted any post-antibiotic effects (PAE) in the MRSA 

isolates after a brief exposure to the quinone derivatives. We treated different isolates with 

a dilution series of QNC1 or QNC2 for 1 hour. After this time, we diluted the cultures 

Figure 1. Time-Kill curves of QNC1 and QNC2 at MIC, 2 • MIC and 4 • MIC against; (a) MRSA
ATCC® 43300; (b) MSSA ATCC® 29213; (c) MRSA Clinical isolates ISP-213; (d) MRSA clinical isolates
ISP-214. Vancomycin was used for comparison.

2.2. Post-Antibiotic Effect

Continuing with our investigation of the antibacterial activity of the compounds, we
determined if QNC1 or QNC2 promoted any post-antibiotic effects (PAE) in the MRSA
isolates after a brief exposure to the quinone derivatives. We treated different isolates
with a dilution series of QNC1 or QNC2 for 1 hour. After this time, we diluted the
cultures 1000-fold to eliminate antibiotic according to previous techniques reported by
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Craig et al. [21]. We measured the growth curves of cultures exposed to the quinone
derivatives and compared these curves to matched controlled cultures that were not treated.

We exposed MRSA strains to dilutions of QNC1 and QNC2 at the MIC, 2-times the
MIC (2 • MIC) or 8-times the MIC (8 • MIC) for 30 min prior to removal of the drug by
1:1000 dilution (Figure 2). The ability to suppress the growth of MRSA (strain ATCC®

43,300) after removal of QNC1 was 0.5 ± 0.1 hours at the MIC, 0.5 ± 0.2 hours at 2-times
the MIC and 0.5 ± 0.2 hours at 8-times the MIC. The growth of MRSA (strain ATCC®

43,300) was delayed by 0.5 ± 0.1 hours at the MIC, 0.5 ± 0.1 hours at 2-times the MIC
and 0.75 ± 0.1 h at 8-times the MIC after exposure to QNC2 for 30 min. We observed
that the MRSA clinical isolate (ISP-123) exhibited a similar PAE in response to QNC1
exposure with a growth delay of 0.5 ± 0.0 hours at the MIC, 0.5 ± 0.1 hours at 2-times
the MIC and 0.5 ± 0.1 hours at 8-times the MIC. Neither quinone compound exhibited
significant differences in the PAE calculated for the MRSA clinical isolate ISP-123 (p < 0.05).
In summary, we did not observe any significant PAEs for QNC1 or QNC2 on any of the
MRSA isolates tested according to the definition reported by Craig et al. [21].
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Figure 2. Post-Antibiotic Effects of QNC1 and QNC2 at MIC, 2 • MIC, 8 • MIC against; (a) MRSA
ATCC® 43300; (b) MRSA clinical isolates ISP-213.

2.3. Resistance Studies

The potential for clinical isolates to acquire resistance to an antimicrobial drug is a
critical assessment of therapeutic potential. Here, we assayed for whether the clinical
MRSA or control MSSA strains acquired resistance against QNC1 or QNC2 in culture. This
serial-passage test consisted of successively exposing an isolate to different concentrations
of the compound and measuring changes in the MIC necessary to inhibit growth. In this
case, MSSA ATCC® 29213 propagated for 7 passages with the compound QNC1 increased
the MIC 8 fold (Figure 3) whereas the same strain acquired an 8-fold increase in the MIC of
QNC2 in only 2 passages. There were significant differences (p > 0.05) between the bacterial
population of MSSA exposed to QNC1 versus QNC2; QNC1 selected non-susceptible
MSSA populations 3.5 times faster than QNC2. The MIC of QNC1 required to kill MRSA
clinical isolate ISP-213 increased 8-fold when serially passaged in the presence of drug
for 9 days, while QNC2 induced the same effect in only 4 days. As in MSSA, significant
differences (p > 0.05) between treatments were observed using the MRSA clinical isolates.
We found that QNC1 promoted non-susceptible MRSA populations 2.25-times faster than
QNC2. These effects were similar to that observed with vancomycin, but constituted a
minor percentage of resistance acquired by the strains to the drug rifampicin (Figure 3).
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ATCC® 29213; (b) MRSA clinical isolates ISP-213. Rifampicin and vancomycin were used as controls.

2.4. Effectiveness In Vivo

To investigate the antimicrobial activities of our quinone derivatives, we propagated
strains of S. aureus in larvae of G. mellonella to establish a model based on previously
published work [15–20]. We used the MSSA strain (ATCC® 29213) and MRSA Clinical
isolates ISP-213 to prepare infection model. Different inoculums were studied as reported
by Desbois et al. [15]. We established the stability and safety profiles of various vehi-
cles on G. mellonella larvae for this study (Table S1). We tested different formulations of
the compounds QNC1 and QNC2 to validate solubility in vehicle for further administra-
tion to the larvae (Table S1). We selected glycerol because it solubilizes highly lipophilic
compounds [22] and exhibited negligible negative effects on the samples or larvae. Glyc-
erol may be combined with water in different proportions to optimize solubility of test
compounds [23]. This vehicle has been previously reported to exhibit low toxicity in G.
mellonella larvae [24]. We found that glycerol alone did not affect the susceptibility of MSSA
ATCC 29213 to QNC1 or QNC1 (Table S2). We observed a similar MIC (1 to 4 µg/mL)
in the presence of glycerol for both quinone compounds as compared to that previously
reported by Campanini et al. [14]. We selected a 30:70 glycerol:water vehicle because of its
good stability and safety on injected larvae and drug solubility (Table S1).

We tested the efficacy of QNC1 and QNC2 to protect G. mellonella larvae from infection
with MRSA strain ATCC 29213 and MRSA clinical isolate ISP-213. We found that QNC1 and
QNC2 had no toxic effects on larvae compared with vehicle-treated controls (Table S1 and
Figure 4). The MRSA strain ATCC 29213 and MRSA clinical isolate ISP-213 aggressively
infected and killed all larvae within 3 to 4 days (Figure 4). We observed that a 1 mg/kg
dose of QNC1 or QNC2 did not protect the larvae from succumbing to infection by either
MRSA strain (Figure 4). Higher doses of both compounds (10 and 20 mg/kg) protected
larvae with 100% survival during the course of the experiment (Figure 4). We observed no
difference in survival of larvae treated with QNC1 or QNC2 compared to infected larvae
treated with vancomycin (10 mg/kg) (p < 0.05). In these groups, we observed 100% larvae
survival as of the fifth day after inoculation with the MRSA strains (Figure 4).
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213 (c,d), then QNC1(a,c) or QNC2 (b,d) at 1, 10 and 20 mg/kg were administered at 0 Days (i.e., 1 hour after inoculation).
Vancomycin (1 mg/kg) was used as control.

Figure 4 shows the results using MRSA ISP-213 clinical strains for larvae inoculation.
We observed no significant differences (p < 0.05) in effect when comparing the dose of
10 mg/kg of QNC1 or QNC2 to control groups of larvae treated with vancomycin. We ob-
served 100% larvae survival in observed larvae groups receiving doses of 20 and 10 mg/kg
QNC1 or QNC2.

3. Discussion

We explored the therapeutic potential of new chlorinated and brominated quinone
derivatives to address the urgent need for antimicrobial drugs against multidrug-resistant
MRSA [25,26]. First, we studied the kinetics of bactericidal effects on MRSA and MSSA
strains exposed to different concentrations of QNC1 or QNC2. This level of bactericidal
activity was consistent with other quinone derivatives we previously synthesized [14] and
is similar to the Minimum Bactericidal Concentration/Minimum Inhibitory Concentration
(MBC/MIC) ratio used against clinical isolates [14]. In a previously reported study, we
showed that these compounds had a MBC/MIC ratio of less than 2 on MRSA isolated in
Chile [14]. As defined by Craig et al., we concluded these compounds exhibited bactericidal
activity on the MRSA isolates tested.

It was relevant to compare bactericidal kinetics of these compounds to a commercial
antibiotic, such as vancomycin. Both quinone derivatives reduced 99.9% of the different
bacterial populations studied 2 times faster than vancomycin. This result represents a
comparative advantage over vancomycin since various authors have pointed out that one
of the main limitations of vancomycin in the management of infections complicated by
MRSA is its slow bactericidal capacity [27,28].
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Microorganisms briefly exposed to inhibitory concentrations of antibiotics sometimes
exhibit growth inhibition that persists even after the drug is removed. This post-antibiotic
effect phenomenon has implications for dosing regimens and the determination of clinical
efficacy. For this reason, it was important to identify any PAEs during the characterization
stage of these new antibiotics. The PAE has traditionally been measured by exposing
bacterial isolates to different drug concentrations for a short period of time, then the
antibiotic is removed, and the kinetics of recovery versus the same isolate without treatment
is determined. Our findings indicated that QNC1 and QNC2 promoted few, if any, PAEs
upon MRSA clinical isolates. This observation is consistent with compounds that have a
time-dependent antibacterial mode of action (T/MIC) and indicates that the antibacterial
activity will depend on the time in which its drug concentration exceeds the MIC in plasma
and not necessarily when the plasma concentration reached [29]. Antibiotics that act in
a time-dependent manner (T/MIC) show a greater clinical response, with values greater
than 40% of the MIC between two doses; an example is beta-lactam antibiotics that do not
show PAE in Gram-negative bacilli [30]. Our results may guide concentrations’ compound
administered in a murine model of infection since this type of compound (T/MIC) must be
administered in repeated doses and at concentrations that do not exceed four times the
MIC of the target microorganism being studied [21]. These dosage schemes would decrease
the possibility of selecting resistant bacterial populations, according to recommendations
by Craig W. [31].

With the advancement of antimicrobial resistance, it is necessary to study the new
antibiotic potential to select for non-sensitive mutants’ populations [32]. In a best-case-
scenario, newly-developed inhibitors should be difficult to inactivate through acquisition
of new mutations, and in general, microorganisms should remain sensitive to the drug
over time. These studies are an important part of characterizing the inhibitory activity of
newly developed antimicrobial chemicals. These standard methods of assessing resistance
have been in practice for decades. A common tactic is to test if a microorganism becomes
less sensitive to a drug is to measure the MIC of the microorganism to the drug through
a series of successive subcultures in the presence of the compound to be studied. This
serial passage test is a good approximation of whether a certain compound can enrich for
non-susceptible strains.

In this work, we observed substantial differences between both derivatives. QNC1
was select non-susceptible S. aureus populations with a rate similar to rifampin [33]. QNC2
exhibited similar kinetics to vancomycin and a slower selection speed non-susceptible
populations compared to QNC1 [34]. Molecular studies are necessary to explain these
differences, which theoretically could have the same mechanism of action [14]. However,
both compounds have different physicochemical properties due to substitutions on the
thiophenyl ring [14]. These differences might influence the stability of the compounds or ac-
cess to bacterial cells. We conclude that our evidence indicates that MRSA strains acquired
resistance to these derivatives no faster than to vancomycin under these conditions.

Finally, a model of infection in the larvae of G. mellonella was used to evaluate the
effectiveness of new anti-staphylococcal agents in vivo [15]. Galleria mellonella has charac-
teristics that allow it to simulate a human physiological environment; it can live at 37 ◦C
for days with controlled humidity [35]. This insect possesses an immune system that
works through hemocyte-mediated cellular responses [36] and humoral responses using
antimicrobial peptides, melanin and other effector proteins [37]. These characteristics made
G. mellonela a robust model for us to approximate the effectiveness of our compounds
in vivo. We showed that a 10 mg/kg dose of QNC1 or QNC2 was as effective compared
to 10 mg/kg of vancomycin in preventing the death of G. mellonella due to staphylococcal
infection. No significant differences were found in the effectiveness observed between
both derivatives. A direct relationship was observed between the administered dose of
QNC1 or QNC2 and the survival percentage observed on the fifth-day post-inoculation
of S. aureus. This collective evidence indicates these quinone compounds might represent
new alternatives to today’s limited antibiotic options against MRSA.
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4. Materials and Methods
4.1. Bacterial Strains and Isolates

We tested the following strains: methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)
ATCC® 43300 and methicillin-susceptible Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA) ATCC® 29213. We
also tested the MRSA clinical isolates, ISP-213 and ISP-214, which were provided by the
Chilean Public Health Institute. These MRSA strains were originally isolated from the
bloodstream of septic patients and shown to be resistant to at least three additional classes
of antimicrobial agents. These isolated strains were defined as multidrug-resistant. Isolates
were collected in 2014 and were obtained from Chilean hospitals. All strains tested were
transferred until they reached a logarithmic phase of growth.

4.2. Media and Antibacterial Compounds

Mueller-Hinton broth (Difco, Beckton Dickinson, Sparks, MD, USA) was used for
all experiments, including killing curve, postantibiotic effect determination, and serial
passage assay. Mueller-Hinton agar (Difco, Beckton Dickinson, Sparks, MD, USA) was
used for performing colony counts and detecting antibiotic resistance. QNC1 and QNC2
were provided by the Drug Development Laboratory, University of Chile. Obtaining
and characterization procedure was described by Campanini-Salinas et al. in 2018 [14].
Vancomycin was used as a comparator for all experiments. This was supplied by Abcam-
Biochemicals®, Cambridge, UK. Glycerol 1 (Ensure®, Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) was
used for vehicle formulation at in vivo tests.

4.3. In Vitro Activity Characterization
4.3.1. Kill Kinetics

QNC1 and QNC2 were studied at 1-, 2-, or 4-times the MIC. Time–kill curves were
performed in an Erlenmeyer flask with a screw cap containing Mueller-Hinton broth, using
an inoculum of 5 × 106–1 × 107 CFU/mL in the presence of QNC1 or QNC2. Surviving
bacteria were counted after 0, 1, 2, 4, 8, 12, and 24 h of incubation at 37 ◦C by subculturing
serial dilutions of samples on Mueller Hinton agar plates. An aliquot was diluted 1000 times
to remove the tested compounds [21]. 100 uL was transferred to a Mueller-Hinton agar
plate, and the inoculum was dispersed with a Drigalsky loop previously sterilized with
heat and 75% ethanol. A bactericidal effect was defined as a ≥3 log10 CFU/mL decrease
compared with the initial inoculum after 24 h of incubation [21]. A flask inoculated with
MH broth with no antibiotic served as sterility control. Vancomycin was used as control.
Tests were carried out in triplicate.

4.3.2. Post-Antibiotic Effect Determination

PAE method was used as described by Mercier et al. [38]. QNC1, QNC2, and van-
comycin were tested at different multiples of the MIC. Mueller-Hinton I broth was used
in the test tubes, and a 1/1000 dilution removed the antibiotics after the bacteria were
exposed to them for 1 h. The PAE was calculated by using Equation (1):

PAE = T − C (1)

where T is the time required for the count in the test culture to increase 1 log10 above the
count observed immediately after drug removal, and C is the time required for the count
of the untreated control tube to increase by 1 log10.

4.3.3. Serial Passage Assay

The serial passage method was used as described by Silverman et al. [39]. Briefly,
on the first day, Mueller-Hinton broth containing QNC1 or QNC2 at 0.25-, 0.5-, 1-, 2-, or
4-times the MIC was inoculated with different MRSA strains from a single colony. Cultures
were incubated overnight at 37 ◦C with shaking. From the highest concentration that
supported growth, cultures were diluted 1:10,000 into fresh media plus daptomycin at
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two-fold dilutions. This process was continued for 21 days or until three successive cultures
failed to show any decrease in susceptibility. The transfers were carried out until there was
growth in all the cultures. Cultures that showed growth were subcultured in drug-free
HAM plates, and MIC was determined by the method of microdilution following the
CLSI protocol after 24 h [40]. After the test, the 4× CIM concentration tubes with bacterial
growth were again seeded in compound-free MHA plates, and subsequently, 3 passages
were made in compound-free MHA plates, determining the MIC in each passage.

4.4. Galleria mellonella Infection Model

G. mellonella larvae obtained from a commercial supplier (BioBichos, Ltd., Chillan,
Chile) were used. All experiments were performed according to the protocols described by
various authors [15,41,42]. Briefly, study groups consisted of 10 final stages of G. mellonella
larvae, with an approximate weight of 250 mg each. They were randomly selected. A
Hamilton® syringe (Merck® Ltd., Kenilworth, NJ, USA) was used to inject the larvae—
inoculation volume used in each test was 10 uL. MRSA inoculum (CFU/mL) that decreases
the survival of G. mellonella larvae was studied. Inoculum that managed to reduce survival
to less than 20% in 72 h was selected. Once the inoculum of bacteria was chosen and the
safety of the compounds to be tested was determined, the larvae were inoculated with
the chosen suspension. After 1 h, they were injected with the compound to be studied at
different concentrations. After each treatment, the larvae were incubated for 5 days at 37 ◦C,
80% humidity, and their survival was determined daily. One group of larvae was injected
with phosphate buffer solution, and another group was not subjected to treatment. Both
groups were used as controls in each of the experiments. The results of any experiment
with more than two dead larvae in any control group were discarded.

4.5. Statistical Analysis

The data were analyzed with one-way ANOVA and t-tests, with the criterion for
statistical significance set at p < 0.05, using the GraphPad Prism 5.03 program (GraphPad
Software, Inc., San Diego, CA, USA, www.graphpad.com, accessed on 5 May 2014). Infec-
tion model data were plotted using the Kaplan–Meier method, and comparisons between
groups were made using the log-rank test.

5. Conclusions

Herein, we demonstrated that quinone compounds, QNC1 and QNC2, are effective
and safe in a model of S. aureus infection in G. mellonella. They had rapid bactericidal
activity, and the QNC2 derivative has a low rate of selection of non-susceptible populations.
Based on the evidence shown, we believe that the compounds have therapeutic potential
and are candidates to advance towards studies in murine models.

6. Patents

Chilean Patent Application number 201503780, PCT/CL2016/050080; EPO 16880235.3;
MX/a/2018/008192; US20190367505, CN109121411, EP3404026 titled: “Pyrimi-dine-Isoquinoline-
Quinone Derived Compounds, their Salts, Isomers, Pharmaceutically Acceptable Tau-
tomers; Pharmaceutical Composition; Preparation Procedure; and their Use in the Treat-
ment of Bacterial and Multiresistant Bacterial Diseases.”

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at http://www.mdpi.com/xxx/s1.
Figure S1: Most potent quinonic compounds against multiresistant gram-positive isolates, Table S1:
Attributes of the different vehicles to incorporate quinonic compounds, Table S2: Antibacterial
activity of quinonic compounds in different vehicles.

www.graphpad.com
http://www.mdpi.com/xxx/s1
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