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Dear Editor, we would like to share ideas on the

publication “Diabetic ketoacidosis precipitated by atypical
coronavirus disease in a newly diagnosed diabetic girl”.1

Albuali and AlGhamdi reported an interesting case and
concluded that “We conclude that SARS-CoV-2 may

trigger the onset of T1DM and may precipitate the
occurrence of DKA in paediatric diabetic patients, even in
the absence of respiratory symptoms”.1 Ketoacidosis is an

important endocrine problem that might occur in a
patient with COVID-19. Affected cases might have dia-
betes type 1 or 2.2 The problem is also observable in cases

where blood glucose is not that high (<300 mg/dL).3

Regarding the pathomechanism, according to a
publication by Vitale et al., a direct toxic effect of the

SASR CoV2 on the pancreatic islets or accelerated
inflammatory response is proposed as promoting
ketosis.3 However, as seen in the present case, an overt
inflammatory parameter is usually not seen, and it might

not explain occurrence in a case with euglycemic status.
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Another possible pathological process that should be
mentioned is hyperviscosity induced by COVID-19. In

COVID-19, a high blood viscosity can occur,4 and
hyperviscosity can further induce ketoacidosis.5,6
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