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simple crosslinking system and its
influence on the poling efficiency and oriental
stability of organic electro-optic materials

Jialei Liu, *ab Fuyang Huoab and Wenqing He*a

A new fluorinated polycarbonate was synthesized by solution polymerization of bisphenol AF, anthracen-9-

ylmethyl-4,4-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)pentanoate with triphosgene. This new polycarbonate was used as

a host polymer. A traditional chromophore with a D–p–A structure was modified by bisphenol A acrylate

affording chromophore A. The large modified group can not only effectively avoid the dipole interaction

between chromophores, but also endow the chromophores with the properties of attaching and

crosslinking with a host polymer through in situ Diels–Alder “click chemistry” reactions. Such properties

can improve both the poling efficiency and the thermal stability of organic electro-optic (EO) polymers.

The thermodynamic properties of the crosslinking system showed that the glass transition temperature

rose with the increase of the chromophore content. The EO polymer showed a large EO coefficient of

about 78.9 pm V�1 at a wavelength of 1310 nm and an excellent long-term stability of about 89% with

respect to its initial value and it can be kept after 300 h of heating at 80 �C.
1. Introduction

With the rapid development of information technology and
information demands in our lives and production, a large
amount of high bandwidth optical communication devices,
such as EO modulators, all-optical switches, optical phase
shiers and tunable lasers have been designed and prepared in
recent decades. As the material foundation of high bandwidth
EO conversion devices, organic second order nonlinear optical
(NLO) materials have also attracted great attention.1–5 Thou-
sands of NLOmaterials have been reported. Some of them show
large EO coefficients and some of them show good long-term
stability. However, few of them have been used in commercial
applications. The main reason is that the comprehensive
performance of organic NLO materials is not good. Materials
with both high EO coefficients and good long-term stability are
very few. Normally, for practical commercial applications, the
EO coefficients of organic NLO materials should reach 60 pm
V�1@1310 nm,6,7 and the stability of EO activity should be kept
at 80 �C for more than 200 hours.1,8–11

The host–guest doping method is the most commonly used
method to prepare organic NLO materials. The guest NLO
chromophores have the greatest movement activity in this
system and large EO coefficients are mainly measured in this
system. But the movement activity of the chromophore is
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a double-edged sword which can improve the poling efficiency
and reduce the long-term stability of the organic NLOmaterials.
Clicking the guest chromophores with host polymers with
chemical bonds can effectively improve the long-term stability
of organic NLO materials. However, due to the movement
activity of the chromophore being reduced, the best orientation
of the chromophore is difficult to achieve.12–14 “Click-chem-
istry”, based on Diels–Alder reactions, has emerged as
a powerful strategy to construct NLO polymers.15–19 Synthetic
advantages of this approach include excellent conversion effi-
ciency, mild reaction conditions, and compatibility with the
poling process.20 Thus Diels–Alder reactions have been selected
as one of the most efficient “click chemistry” reactions to
construct high-performance NLO polymers.

In this work, the new uorinate polycarbonate P was
synthesized from the monomer bisphenol AF and anthracen-9-
ylmethyl-4,4-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)pentanoate with tri-
phosgene,21–23 which can afford the “D” part of the “Diels–Alder”
reaction. The chromophore with the julolidinyl-based group as
the electron donor and 2-dicyanomethylene-3-cyano-4-methyl-5-
phenyl-5-triuoromethyl-2,5-dihydrofuran (CF3-Ph-TCF) as the
acceptor was also synthesized as the crosslinking agent. Aer
being modied by acrylic ester, such a chromophore affords the
“A” part of the “Diels–Alder” reaction. Polymers P1–P3 were
obtained by doping chromophores of different concentrations
into polycarbonate. The in situ Diels–Alder reaction between
anthracene and acryloyl functional groups can form a cross-
linked network for hindering the movement of chromophores.
Polymers P1–P3 showed relatively high Tg, excellent thermal
stability and large EO coefficients.
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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2. Experimental
2.1 Materials and instruments

All the chemicals were purchased from Aldrich or Beijing Lanyi
Chemical co. ltd and were used as received unless otherwise
specied. All the organic solvents were distilled before use. Chro-
matography on silica gel was carried out on Kieselgel (200–300
mesh). 1H NMR spectra were determined on an Advance Bruker
400 M (400 MHz) NMR spectrometer (tetramethylsilane was the
internal reference). UV-Vis spectra were performed on a Cary 5000
photo spectrometer. Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) and
differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) were determined by a TA-
instrument Q50 and Q10 with a heating rate of 10 �C min�1

under nitrogen respectively. The refractive index was measured by
an SPA-4000 Waveguide prism coupling instrument under the
wavelength of 1310 nm.
2.2 Synthesis of compound a

To a solution of 4,4-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)pentanoic acid
(2.86 g, 10.0 mmol) in N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF) (25 mL)
was added KHCO3 (1.25 g, 12.5 mmol). Aer stirring for 30 min
at 80 �C, 9-(chloromethyl)anthracene (2.72 g, 12.0 mmol) was
added dropwise. The reaction mixture was stirred at 80 �C for
another 5 h before being cooled to room temperature and then
poured into distilled water (250 mL).24 Ethyl acetate (3 � 50
mL) was used to extract the product. The extracts were
combined, washed with saturated NaCl solution, and dried
over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. Aer removal of the
solvents, the product was puried by column chromatography
(silica gel, hexane/ethyl acetate: 1/1 v/v) and obtained as
a syrup (4.35 g, yield: 84%). HRMS (ESI, m/z): calcd for
C32H28O4, 476.20 [M + Na]+; found, 499.1853. 1H NMR (400
MHz, acetone) d 8.62 (s, 1H), 8.40 (d, J ¼ 8.9 Hz, 2H), 8.10 (d, J
¼ 7.5 Hz, 4H), 7.65–7.58 (m, 2H), 7.56–7.47 (m, 2H), 6.98 (d, J¼
8.2 Hz, 4H), 6.70 (d, J ¼ 8.1 Hz, 4H), 6.14 (s, 2H), 2.41–2.33 (m,
2H), 2.13–2.08 (m, 2H), 1.47 (s, 3H). 13C NMR (101 MHz,
(CD3)2CO) d 174.14, 156.05, 140.87, 132.35, 131.82, 129.86,
129.79, 129.76, 128.95, 127.78, 127.40, 126.00, 125.00, 115.55,
59.08, 45.03, 37.57, 30.86, 28.01.
2.3 Synthesis of polycarbonate P

To a mixture of compound a (1.14 g, 2.5 mmol), pyridine (1
mL) and bisphenol AF (1.68 g, 5 mmol) in 30 mL 1,2-dichlo-
roethane were added. Aer stirring for 15 min at rt, the
mixture was cooled at 0 �C and a solution of triphosgene (0.78
g) in dry tetrahydrofuran (THF) (5 mL) was added dropwise.
Subsequently, the mixture was stirred overnight at rt. The
solution was slowly dropped into methanol (400 mL), ltered,
washed with methanol, and dried in a vacuum oven for 24 h at
50 �C. The polycarbonate P was observed (3.52 g, yield: 90%).
1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) d 8.41 (s, 1H), 8.22 (d, J ¼ 8.8 Hz,
2H), 7.93 (d, J ¼ 8.1 Hz, 2H), 7.48 (t, J ¼ 7.3 Hz, 2H), 7.38 (t, J ¼
8.8 Hz, 10H), 7.22 (dd, J ¼ 22.2, 12.8 Hz, 8H), 7.14–7.00 (m,
8H), 6.04 (s, 2H), 2.39 (s, 2H), 2.05 (s, 2H), 1.48 (s, 3H).
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
2.4 Synthesis of compound 2

Compound 1 (0.44 g, 1.2 mmol) and compound 1a (0.667 g, 1.3
mmol) were dissolved in dichloromethane, and DCC and DPTS
were added. Aer 5 h, the ethanol was removed by a rotary
evaporator, the crude production was puried with ash chro-
matography. 0.97 g of a slightly yellow solid was obtained (yield
95%). HRMS (ESI, m/z): calcd for C52H79NO6Si2: 869.54 [M]�

found, 870.5504. 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) d 9.93 (s, 1H), 7.58
(s, 1H), 7.02 (d, J ¼ 8.2 Hz, 4H), 6.72 (d, J ¼ 8.1 Hz, 4H), 4.02 (t, J
¼ 6.6 Hz, 2H), 3.95 (t, J ¼ 6.7 Hz, 2H), 3.29 (t, J ¼ 6.0 Hz, 2H),
3.25–3.20 (m, 2H), 2.41–2.34 (m, 2H), 2.12–2.05 (m, 2H), 1.92–
1.83 (m, 2H), 1.71 (dd, J ¼ 12.3, 6.6 Hz, 4H), 1.66–1.61 (m, 2H),
1.55 (s, 3H), 1.53–1.47 (m, 2H), 1.42 (s, 8H), 1.26 (s, 6H), 0.97 (s,
18H), 0.18 (s, 12H).13C NMR (101 MHz, CDCl3) d 191.33, 177.69,
165.55, 157.01, 151.76, 145.17, 129.71, 129.16, 124.33, 122.89,
120.85, 82.13, 67.93, 51.08, 50.43, 48.16, 42.98, 40.25, 39.29,
36.05, 35.65, 33.93, 33.84, 33.55, 33.34, 32.14, 31.40, 29.52,
29.25, 21.73, �0.82.
2.5 Synthesis of compound 3

Compound 2 (0.87 g, 1 mmol) and CF3-Ph-TCF (0.34 g, 1.1
mmol) were dissolved in ethanol, and then heated under reux
for 1.5 h. The ethanol was removed by rotary evaporator, and the
crude production was puried using ash chromatography.
0.97 g of a dark blue solid was obtained (yield 83%). HRMS (ESI,
m/z): calcd for C68H85F3N4O6Si2: 1166.60, [M + 23]+ found,
1189.5834. 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) d 7.80 (s, 1H), 7.46 (d, J ¼
7.7 Hz, 2H), 7.40 (d, J ¼ 6.7 Hz, 3H), 7.27 (s, 1H), 6.95 (d, J ¼
8.4 Hz, 4H), 6.65 (d, J¼ 8.4 Hz, 5H), 3.94 (t, J¼ 6.7 Hz, 2H), 3.62–
3.43 (m, 2H), 3.39 (t, J ¼ 5.9 Hz, 2H), 3.30 (t, J ¼ 5.3 Hz, 2H),
2.35–2.27 (m, 2H), 2.07–1.98 (m, 2H), 1.66–1.47 (m, 11H), 1.23
(dd, J ¼ 35.3, 8.4 Hz, 16H), 0.89 (s, 18H), 0.11 (s, 12H).13C NMR
(101 MHz, CDCl3) d 176.39, 174.17, 162.16, 161.55, 153.55,
151.22, 146.19, 141.67, 131.16, 130.96, 129.54, 129.19, 128.28,
127.14, 123.07, 119.42, 117.22, 112.58, 112.41, 112.12, 107.46,
64.38, 48.46, 47.72, 44.67, 38.58, 36.79, 34.75, 32.46, 32.05,
30.44, 29.63, 29.37, 29.29, 29.07, 28.94, 27.92, 25.91, 25.77,
25.34, 18.24, �4.30.
2.6 Synthesis of compound 4

Compound 3 (0.60 g, 5.1 mmol) was dissolved in 30 mL meth-
anol, and 10 mL hydrochloric acid (10%) was added and kept
for 3 h. The methanol was removed by rotary evaporator, and
the remaining part was washed by saturated brine and extracted
by chloroform. The crude production was puried by ash
chromatography. 0.457 g of a dark blue solid was obtained
(yield 95%).

HRMS (ESI,m/z): calcd for C56H57F3N4O6, 938.42 [M]� found,
937.41156. 1H NMR (400MHz, CDCl3) d 7.88 (d, J¼ 14.9 Hz, 1H),
7.55–7.43 (m, 5H), 7.35 (s, 1H), 7.00 (d, J ¼ 8.5 Hz, 4H), 6.74 (t, J
¼ 7.1 Hz, 5H), 4.02 (t, J ¼ 6.4 Hz, 2H), 3.61 (dq, J ¼ 23.1, 7.9 Hz,
2H), 3.47 (t, J¼ 5.8 Hz, 2H), 3.38 (t, 2H), 2.43–2.35 (m, 2H), 2.21–
2.09 (m, 4H), 1.76–1.56 (m, 8H), 1.53 (s, 3H), 1.34 (d, J ¼ 8.7 Hz,
7H), 1.26 (d, J ¼ 6.5 Hz, 7H). 13C NMR (101 MHz, CDCl3)
d 176.55, 174.67, 162.12, 161.44, 153.95, 151.10, 146.14, 140.78,
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 6482–6490 | 6483
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140.74, 131.15, 130.80, 129.52, 128.34, 127.05, 125.58, 123.44,
120.98, 117.67, 114.94, 112.68, 112.36, 112.01, 107.69, 95.67,
95.35, 77.93, 64.54, 48.55, 47.82, 44.50, 38.41, 36.74, 34.63,
32.42, 32.01, 30.93, 30.46, 29.55, 29.32, 29.26, 28.96, 28.87,
28.47, 27.83, 25.89, 25.30.

2.7 Synthesis of chromophore A

Compound 4 (0.20 g, 2.1 mmol) and a certain amount of Et3N
were dissolved in 30 mL of dry acetone, and acryl chloride was
added dropwise into the solution at 0 �C. Aer 2 h, acetone was
removed by rotary evaporator, and the rest was puried by ash
chromatography. 0.214 g of a dark blue solid was obtained
(yield 96%). HRMS (ESI, m/z): calcd for C62H61F3N4O8: 1046.44
[M]� found: 1045.4368. 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) d 7.86 (d, J ¼
12.5 Hz, 1H), 7.51 (dd, J¼ 24.5, 6.8 Hz, 5H), 7.34 (s, 1H), 7.22 (d,
J¼ 8.4 Hz, 4H), 7.05 (d, J¼ 8.2 Hz, 4H), 6.74 (d, J¼ 15.0 Hz, 1H),
6.59 (d, J¼ 17.3 Hz, 2H), 6.31 (dd, J¼ 17.3, 10.4 Hz, 2H), 6.00 (d,
J ¼ 10.4 Hz, 2H), 4.03 (t, J ¼ 6.6 Hz, 2H), 3.70–3.50 (m, 2H), 3.43
(dd, J¼ 24.3, 18.4 Hz, 4H), 2.50–2.42 (m, 2H), 2.18–2.10 (m, 2H),
1.75–1.58 (m, 11H), 1.43 (s, 2H), 1.35 (d, J ¼ 10.7 Hz, 6H), 1.26
(d, J ¼ 6.0 Hz, 6H), 0.86 (d, J ¼ 7.3 Hz, 2H).13C NMR (101 MHz,
CDCl3) d 176.24, 173.74, 164.51, 162.01, 161.70, 150.90, 148.73,
146.17, 145.93, 132.51, 131.09, 130.86, 129.48, 128.97, 128.33,
128.00, 127.11, 122.94, 121.08, 117.07, 112.38, 112.23, 111.92,
107.52, 64.45, 54.13, 48.33, 47.61, 45.33, 38.56, 36.47, 34.75,
32.39, 31.99, 30.19, 29.54, 29.34, 29.26, 29.03, 28.90, 28.52,
27.80, 26.93, 25.84, 25.27, 22.66, 14.12, 11.43.

2.8 Preparation of EO polymer thin lms P1–P3

Chromophore A and polycarbonate P were dissolved in dibro-
momethane with a concentration of about 10 wt%, and the
solution was stirred for 12 h. When all the solids were dissolved,
the solution was ltered by 0.22 mm PTFE-syringe lters and
spin-coated onto the indium tin oxide (ITO) glass substrates
with a rotating speed of about 500–600 rpm. The thickness of
the yielding optical quality thin lms was 1.5–2.5 mm. P1 was
composed of chromophore A (15 mg) and polycarbonate P (100
mg). P2 was composed of chromophore A (25 mg) and poly-
carbonate P (100 mg). P3 was composed of chromophore A (35
mg) and polycarbonate P (100 mg).

2.9 Poling and crossing processes of the EO lms

The EO lms were heated at a temperature of 130 �C for 30 min,
at the rst stage. Most of the chromophores were cross-linked at
this stage. The EO lms were kept at (Tg + 5) �C for 10 min under
an electric eld voltage of 10.5 kV. Then, the temperature was
reduced to 80 �C for the crosslinking process for 30 min. Aer
the crosslinking process nished, the temperature was reduced
to room temperature and the electric eld was removed.

3. Results and discussion
3.1 Synthesis of chromophore A and polymer P

The synthetic routes for chromophore A are shown in Scheme 1.
Compound 1, compound a and CF3-Ph-TCF have been reported
before.26–28 Firstly, the julolidine electron donor reacted with
6484 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 6482–6490
diphenolic acid with the phenolic hydroxyl groups protected by
tert-butyldimethylsilyl (TBS) groups. Then the CF3-Ph-TCF
acceptor was introduced to the donor groups by a Knoevenagel
condensation reaction affording the D–p–A conjugated structure.
Then the protective group of TBS was removed by hydrochloric
acid affording the active phenolic hydroxyl groups. Finally,
through the esterication reaction between the phenolic hydroxyl
groups of the chromophore and acryl chloride, chromophore A
with Diels–Alder reaction active groups was synthesized. The
total yield of chromophore A is about 72%. This synthesized
route was very successful, due to the high yield and mild reactive
conditions. The key step in this synthetic route is the last reac-
tion. The weak change of such reaction conditions can destroy
the D–p–A conjugated system and inuence the yield of chro-
mophore A. Comparing with the traditional side chain poly-
carbonate NLOmaterials,12,25 the strategy used in thismanuscript
avoids the damage of conjugated chromophores caused by high
temperature during polycarbonate synthesis or the coupling
process, so that the chromophore content in the polymer can be
more accurately controlled.

The structure and synthetic routes of the polycarbonate P are
shown in Scheme 2. The esterication reaction between 4,4-
bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)pentanoic acid and 9-(chloromethyl)
anthracene affords the monomer compound a. Because of the
competition between the phenol hydroxyl and alcohol hydroxyl
groups, the control of pH value and dropping rate of 9-(chlor-
omethyl)anthracene have a great inuence on the yield of
compound a. Polycarbonate P was prepared by the esterication
reaction between monomer compound a, bisphenol AF and
triphosgene at low temperature.

The chemical structure of polymer P was characterized by 1H
NMR spectrum. The feed ratio of compound a and bisphenol AF
is about 1 : 2. From the calculation of H atoms from the 1H NMR
spectrum (S6), the ratio of compound a and bisphenol AF in
polycarbonate P is consistent with the feed ratio. The molecular
weight and molecular weight distribution of polymer P were
measured by gel permeation chromatography (GPC) using PS as
the standards. The molecular weight and molecular weight
distribution were about 132 103 and 1.68, respectively. Though
the molecular weight is not very high, it is higher than other NLO
polycarbonate materials with chromophores as side chains.
3.2 Photophysical properties of chromophore 3, 4 and A

The UV-Vis absorption spectra of chromophore A and its
precursors compound 3 and compound 4 in six solvents are
shown in Fig. 1 and the corresponding data is listed in Table 1.
The maximum absorption wavelength (lmax) of compound 3,
compound 4 and chromophore A is obtained in acetone, and
the absorption of chromophore A is the minimum in dioxane,
where they have a similar D–p–A structure and also show
a similar absorption curve. The maximum absorption wave-
lengths (lmax) are 671 nm, 672 nm and 671 nm, respectively. The
maximum red shis were 27 nm, 26 nm and 25 nm, respec-
tively. There was no signicant change in the maximum
absorption, which indicated that themodied groups at the end
of the donor had no signicant effect on the conjugated
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020



Scheme 1 Synthetic routes for chromophore A.
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structure. The position of the maximum absorption peak of the
chromophore is mainly determined by the p–p* orbit of the
conjugated system. The second-order nonlinear optical prop-
erties of the dipole molecules have a great relationship with
lmax. The chromophore with a larger lmax will have a lower
charge transfer energy, so it also has a higher rst-order
hyperpolarizability and a higher second-order nonlinear
optical response. The chromophore containing strong receptor
Scheme 2 Synthetic routes for polycarbonate P.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
CF3-PH-TCF will be more polarizable, more sensitive to the
external electric eld, and more conducive to the orderly
orientation of molecules under the external electric eld. At the
same time, we found that the solubility of the three chromo-
phores in various solvents is very good. At the same time, we can
see that all the structures have slight shoulder peaks on the le
side, indicating that the molecules are in the H-aggregation
state, but all the shoulder peaks are extremely weak. Even in
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 6482–6490 | 6485



Fig. 1 UV-visible spectroscopy of compound 3 (left), 4 (middle) and A (right).
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toluene, from the side, it is also shown that such chromophores
can efficient shield their dipole–dipole interaction by their own
modied structures.
Fig. 2 DSC curves of the EO polymer films P1–P3.
3.3 Thermal stability of chromophore A and NLO polymers

The thermal stability of EO polymers was investigated by DSC.
All the Tgs appear at nearly 150 �C before poling and cross-
linking processes. Unlike the EO polycarbonates reported
previously,12,25 the Tg values changed slightly with the variation
of chromophores content. The EO polymer lms P1–P3 have
a high glass transition temperature Tg (>145 �C) and far more
than P (Tg¼ 136 �C) which were high enough for the progress of
the EO device operation, as shown in Fig. 2 and Table 2. P2 and
P3 with more chromophore A have a higher Tg than P1 due to
the rigid structure of the chromophore. Aer the poling and
crosslinking process, no obvious Tg can be found for polymer 1,
2 and 3. The crosslinking process can be depicted as follows.

Compared to our previous work, it was only necessary to
dope the chromophore with the polymer without adding addi-
tional crosslinkers. The chromophore can be attached to the
polymer while the two polymer chains can be joined together to
form a crosslinked network as a cross-linking agent. The EO
lm has a clear glass transition temperature compared to our
previous work. This work is more repeatable and reliable. The
heating cross-linking is integrated with the polarization
process. The cross-linking process is shown in Scheme 3. It is an
advantage of the cross-linking system, which can support high
concentrations of chromophores while maintaining enough
network structures. Such a result indicates that the crosslinking
degree is very high. Such a high crosslinking degree can conrm
Table 1 Maximum absorption peaks of the chromophore in different so

Chromophore Acetone (nm) Acetonitrile (nm) Chlor

3 671 671 666
4 672 672 669
A 671 671 646

6486 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 6482–6490
the long-term stability of this EO polymer effectively. The
unique UV spectrum of anthracene is used to study the reaction
degree of the Diels–Alder reaction and the crosslinking degree
of materials, which is shown in Fig. 3. Obviously, aer the
crosslinking process, the unique UV spectrum of anthracene
disappeared completely. The same phenomenon was also
observed for P1 and P2.

Due to the introduction of 4,4'-(hexauoroisopropylidene)
diphenol (BPAF), the polycarbonate was soluble in common
polar organic solvents such as DMF, dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO),
THF, halogenated solvents and cyclopentanone. The
lvents

oform (nm) Dioxane (nm) THF (nm) Toluene (nm)

644 666 652
646 667 657
646 667 654

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020



Table 2 Characterization and properties of EO polycarbonatesa

Polymer
Tg
(�C)

Chromophore
density (wt%)

Number density
(1020 molecules cm�3)

Refractive
index

r33
(pm V�1)

n3r33
(pm V�1)

Film thickness
(mm)

Temporal stability
(%)

P1 148 13 0.75 1.67 33.1 154.2 1.9 85
P2 153 20 1.15 1.68 55.5 263.2 2.0 86
P3 150 26 1.50 1.69 78.9 380.8 2.0 89

a Tg measured at a heating rate of 10 �C min�1 under nitrogen atmosphere by DSC. r33 values were measured by simple reection techniques at
a wavelength of 1310 nm. Index of refraction measurement at 1310 nm for the unpoled lm.

Scheme 3 The crosslinking process of the EO polymers.

Fig. 3 UV-Vis absorption spectra of polymer P3 before and after
crosslinking.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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polycarbonate can also be prepared into homogeneous, smooth,
and high-quality lms. The preparation process of the EO lms
can be divided into several steps using the method proposed
previously.19 Aer the synthesis of NLO chromophore A and
polycarbonate P, the two things were dissolved in dibromo-
methane with an appropriate ratio, and the solution was ltered
and spin-coated on ITO glass. The EO lms were subjected to
poling and cross linking under a direct current eld and special
temperatures during the poling process. As shown in Fig. 4, all of
the EO polymers showed good surface features and no phase
separation was found from the AFM images.
3.4 Electro-optic performance and long-term stability of the
NLO polymers

To evaluate the EO properties of the EO polymers, poled thin
lms were prepared. The r33 were measured by simple reection
method.29 The r33 value is calculated via the following equation:
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 6482–6490 | 6487



Fig. 4 AFM images of the EO films prepared by polymer P1 (left), P2 (middle) and P3 (right).

Fig. 5 Long-term stability of the EO polymer films at 80 �C for 300 h.
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r33 ¼ 3lIm

4pVmIcn2
� ðn2 � sin2

qÞ3=2
ðn2 � 2 sin2

qÞsin2
q

Here, r33 is the EO coefficient of the poled polymer, l is the
optical wavelength, q is the incident angle, Ic is the output beam
intensity, Im is the amplitude of the modulation, Vm is the
modulating voltage, and n is the refractive index of the polymer
lms.

The r33 values of polymer P1, P2 and P3 under the optimum
poling conditions are shown in Table 2. Polymer P1 with a chro-
mophore loading density of about 13 wt% obtained the desirable
r33 value of 33.1 pm V�1. When the chromophore loading density
increased to 20 wt%, the r33 values of polymer P2 reached 55.5
pm V�1. As the chromophore loading density increased again to
25 wt%, the r33 values of polymer P3 reached 78.9 pm V�1. The
strong growthmomentum of r33 values is still not weakened. This
result is much better than the sidechain polycarbonates systems
we reported previously.23 When the concentration was increased
to 26 wt%, the r33 values only changed slightly and reached the
saturated value in the previous sidechain polycarbonates
systems. The maximum value of polymer P3 reached 78.9 pm
V�1, and this result is much better than the doped guest–host
systems (36 pm V�1 at 40 wt%) and sidechain polycarbonates
6488 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 6482–6490
systems (55 pm V�1 at 26 wt%). The enhanced EO coefficients
indicated that the chromophores in polymer 3 can be effectively
oriented, which is probably due to the fact that the large isolated
groups of chromophores A have a good isolated effect and the
inter-chromophore dipole–dipole interactions are effectively
suppressed below the saturated loading density. Further, the
good mobility of chromophore A under the action of an external
electric eld is another reason for the improvement of the EO
coefficient. Comparing with the sidechain polycarbonate
systems, the chromophore saturated loading density of polymer 3
is higher than the sidechain polycarbonates systems. It might
reach the chromophore saturated loading density of the host–
guest doped system. The large improvement of the EO coefficient
of polymer P3 compared to the host–guest doped system indi-
cated that the inevitable aggregation of dipolar chromophores in
an antiparallel manner in the host–guest doped system was
effectively avoided. n3r33 is an important metric for the design
and preparation of organic EO devices such as modulators and
optical switches. It is inversely proportional to the driving voltage
(VpL) of such devices. Thus, organic NLO materials with a large
refractive index and a high chromophore number density are
favored. Comparing the traditional polycarbonate materials, the
novel polycarbonate prepared in this paper showed a higher
refractive index (1.67–1.69). Polymer P3 showed the highest n3r33
gure-of-merit around 380 pm V�1 (1310 nm).

The long-term stability of the poled polymer was investigated
and the dipole reorientation of the poled polymer lms was
observed by measuring the EO coefficient (r33(t)/r33 (0)) as
a function of time at 80 �C (above the device processing
temperature) as shown in Fig. 5. The poled lms of P1–P3 all
displayed well long-term stability. Aer annealing at 80 �C for
300 h, P1–P3 retained 85%, 86%, and 89% of the initial r33
values, respectively. The fast decay of the EO coefficient at the
beginning of thermal treatment may result from the recovery of
the bond angle and the bond length of the oriented chromo-
phore. Obviously, as the chromophore concentration increases,
the cross-linking of the system also increases, making the EO
lm more stable. The improvement of such a performance can
be attributed to the improvement of crosslinking degree with
the increasing of chromophore loading density. These results
indicated that the design strategy for NLO chromophores and
EO polymers provides an effective method for the preparation of
excellent EO materials.
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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4. Conclusions

In this work, a new type of uorinated NLO co-polycarbonate
was prepared. The BPAF group was used to improve its solu-
bility. A post-functional methodology was used to control the
chromophores' loading density exactly and easily. By the Diels–
Alder reaction, a series of polycarbonates containing different
contents of chromophore were obtained. These chromophores
containing co-polycarbonates P1–P3 not only maintained the
excellent thermal stability and optical properties of traditional
polycarbonates, but also improved the solubility and lm-
forming capability, and high r33 values were achieved from
these polycarbonates. Polycarbonate P3 (chromophore 26 wt%)
presented a relatively high r33 (78.9 pm V�1) at 1310 nm. 89% of
the r33 value was retained in polycarbonate P3 aer being
heated at 80 �C for 300 hours.
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