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Head and neck cancer in Australia between 1982 and 2005 show
increasing incidence of potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal

Cancers
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BACKGROUND: Although tobacco- and alcohol-associated head and neck cancers are declining in the developed world, potentially
human papillomavirus (HPV)-associated orophamygeal cancers are increasing.

METHODS: We analysed oropharyngeal and oral cavity cancer rates in Australia in 1982—2005. Cancers from the oropharynx (base of
tongue, tonsil and other specific oropharyngeal sites) were classified as potentially HPV associated (n = 8844); cancers in other oral
cavity and oropharyngeal sites not previously associated with HPV were classified as comparison (n =28 379).

RESULTS: In 2000—2005, an average of 219, 159 and |10 cancers of the tonsil, base of tongue and other oropharyngeal sites were
diagnosed annually, with incidences of 1.09 (95% Cl: 1.03, 1.15), 0.79 (95% CI: 0.74, 0.84) and 0.55 (95% CI: 0.50, 0.59) per 100 000,
respectively. An average of 1242 comparison cancers were diagnosed annually (6.17 (95% Cl: 6.03, 6.31) per 100000). In
19822005, there were significant annual increases in tonsil (1.39% (95% Cl: 0.88, 1.92%)) and base of tongue cancers in males
(3.029% (95% ClI: 2.27, 3.78%)) and base of tongue cancer in females (3.45% (95% CI: 2.21, 4.70%)). There was a significant decrease
in comparison cancers in men (—1.69% (95% Cl: —1.96, —1.42%)), but not in females.

CONCLUSION: Potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancer in Australia is increasing; the impact of HPV vaccination on these

cancers should be monitored.
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Cancers of the head and neck arising from the mucosa lining the
oral cavity, oropharynx, hypopharynx, larynx, sinonasal tract and
nasopharynx (Marur et al, 2010) represent a considerable burden
worldwide, being the fifth most common cancer in 2008 (IARC,
2010). Tobacco use and alcohol consumption are known risk
factors for many of these cancers (Blot et al, 1988; Franceschi et al,
1990; Hashibe et al, 2007), but more recently human papilloma-
virus (HPV) infection has been found to be strongly associated
with oropharyngeal cancer (Gillison et al, 2000; Herrero et al, 2003;
Gillison, 2004).

There are epidemiological differences between HPV-DNA-
positive and HPV-DNA-negative head and neck cancers, HPV-
DNA-positive cancers are associated with younger age and higher
numbers of sexual partners, but are less associated with tobacco
smoking compared with HPV-DNA-negative cancers (Chaturvedi
et al, 2008; Gillison et al, 2008; Heck et al, 2010). The proportion of
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head and neck cancers that are HPV DNA positive varies
considerably. The most recent systematic review found that the
average HPV DNA positivity was 35.6% for oropharyngeal cancer
and 23.5% for oral cavity cancer (Kreimer et al, 2005). However,
this review classified all tongue cancers as oral cavity cancers and
did not differentiate between base of tongue (classified anatomi-
cally as an oropharyngeal site) and surface or border of tongue
(classified anatomically as an oral cavity site; Kreimer et al, 2005).
As HPV DNA positivity varies by site and is highest in the tonsil
and base of tongue (Herrero et al, 2003; Gillison, 2007), this review
may have underestimated oropharyngeal cancer HPV DNA
positivity and overestimated oral cavity cancer positivity. This
review also showed that there is substantial variation in the
proportion of HPV-DNA-positive cancers by country and study;
part of this may be because of the different distributions of risk
factors other than HPV infection such as tobacco consumption and
also to the accuracy of cancer site classification.

Although the incidence of head and neck cancers associated
with tobacco and alcohol consumption has decreased considerably
in the developed world, that of oropharnygeal cancers has
increased (Ryerson et al, 2008; Chaturvedi et al, 2009). Given the
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aetiological role of HPV in some oropharyngeal cancers, it is
possible that the incidence of these cancers may decline after HPV
vaccination. In this report, we examine the incidence of
oropharyngeal and oral cavity cancer in Australia from 1982 to
2005.

METHODS

Cancer incidence data were obtained from the National Cancer
Statistics Clearing House database (NCSCH), which was estab-
lished in 1986 to co-ordinate cancer statistics nationally at the
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. It collates data
provided from the eight Australian State and Territory Cancer
Registries, covering the entire Australian population.

Cancer cases were coded according to the version of the
International Classification of Disease for Oncology (ICD-O) that
was in use at the time of diagnosis. The third edition of the ICD-O
(ICD-0-3) was used for diagnosis years from 2001 onwards; the
data using the previous editions were converted to ICD-O-3 codes
using pre-defined and standard mapping algorithms. The Regis-
tries use the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
and the International Association of Cancer Registries rules to
code all cancer diagnoses (Fritz et al, 2000; IARC, 2004). For the
purpose of this analysis, and consistent with other published
similar studies (Ryerson et al, 2008), cancers arising in the
following oropharyngeal sites were classified as ‘potentially HPV
associated’ - base of tongue and lingual tonsil, tonsil and
Waldeyer’s ring and other specific sites within the oropharynx.
Cancers in other oral cavity and oropharyngeal sites that have not
been previously associated with HPV infection were also included
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in the analysis and classified as ‘comparison’ site cancers (Ryerson
et al, 2008). (Table 1) All analyses were restricted to squamous cell
histologies (ICD-O-3 codes 8500 to 8076, 8078, 8083, 8084 and
8094). The number of cancer cases diagnosed between 1 January
1982 and 31 December 2005 were obtained stratified by age group
(five year age groups), sex, ICD-O code and histology.

Statistical analyses

Age-specific incidence rates were calculated by year of cancer
diagnosis and by birth cohort. Birth cohorts were generated by
subtracting the midpoint of attained age from the year of cancer
notification, and regrouped in 5-year birth cohort periods.
Incidence rates were age standardised to the Australian 2001
standard population (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2008), and
their trends by year of cancer diagnosis were analysed using
generalised linear models with a logarithmic link function and
expressed as annual percentage change in incidence. Goodness of
fit of the model was checked using the Pearson statistic and the
reported models fit the data well (P> 0.990 for all models). Trends
in mean age over the study period were examined using linear
regression models. Model fit was checked using standard
diagnostic plots and the normal distribution of residuals was
confirmed using the Shapiro-Wilks test.

All analysis was undertaken using Stata Version 11.0 (StataCorp,
2010).

RESULTS

During the study period from 1982 to 2005, 8844 cases
of potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers were

Table | Age standardised incidence rates of oropharyngeal and oral cavity cancers in Australia®
Potentially HPV-associated cancers
Tonsil® Base of tongue and lingual tonsil® Other oropharynx? Comparison cancers®

Time Count (%) Rate’ 95% CI Count (%) Rate 95% ClI Count (%) Rate 95% Cl  Count (%) Rate 95% ClI
1982—-2005

Total 3898 (100) 098 0.95-1.0I 2610 (100) 0.66 0.63-0.68 2336 (100) 058 056-061 28379 (100) 7.2 7.04-72I

Females 925 (23.7) 045 042-048 623 (23.9) 0.30 027-0.32 493 (21.1) 023 021-025 6591 (232) 3.1l  3.03-3.18

Males 2973 (76.3)  1.54  1.49-1.60 1987 (76.1) 1.04 0.99-1.08 1843 (789) 097 092-101 21788 (768) 1158 [142-11.73
2000-2005

Total 1315 (100) 109 1.03-1.15 954 (100) 0.79 0.74-0.84 661 (100) 055 0.50-059 7453 (100) 6.17  603-63l

Females 282 (214) 046 040-05I 227 (23.8) 036 0.31-04l 128 (19.3) 020 0.16-023 1866 (250) 289 276-3.03

Males 1033 (786) 174 1.64-1.85 727 (76.2) 1.23 [.14-1.32 533 (80.6) 091 084-099 5587 (75.0) 9.75 9.5-100I
1994—1999

Total 993 (100) 095 0.89-1.0I 786 (100) 075 0.70-0.80 650 (100) 0.62 0.57-0.67 7296 (100) 699  6.83-7.15

Females 236 (23.8) 044 0.38-049 190 (24.2) 035 0.30-0.39 149 (229) 027 022-031 1803 247) 323 3.08-338

Males 757 (762) 150  1.39-1.61 596 (75.8) I.19 1.09-1.28 501 (77.1) 1.02 093—I1.11 5493 (753) Il.16 1086—11.45
1988—1993

Total 833 (100) 090 0.84-097 518 (100) 057 0.52-0.62 558 (100) 060 055-0.65 7114 (100) 770 752-7.88

Females 202 (24.3) 042 0.36-048 128 (247) 026 0.22-03I 122 (219) 024 020-029 1559 (219) 3.8 3.02-333

Males 631 (757) 142 131-154 390 (75.3) 0.90 0.80-0.99 436 (78.1) 098 0.88-1.07 5555 (78.1) 1272 1237-13.06
19821987

Total 757 (100) 092 0.85-0.98 352 (100) 043 0.39-0.48 467 (100) 057 052-062 6516 (100) 802 7.82-822

Females 205 (27.1) 048 041-055 78 (22.2) 0.18 0.14-0.22 94 (20.1) 022 0.17-026 1363 (209) 3.7 3.00-334

Males 552 (729) 141 129-153 274 (77.8) 071 0.62-0.79 373 (799) 097 086-107 5153 (79.1) 1350 13.11-13.86

Abbreviations: Cl = confidence interval; HPV = human papillomavirus. “Squamous cell carcinomas. ®Tonsil (including Waldeyer's ring) — C09.0, C09.1, C09.8, C09.9 and C14.2.
“Base of tongue and lingual tonsil — CO1.9 and C02.4. “Other oropharynx — C02.8, C10.2, C10.8, C10.9, C14.0 and C14.8. *“Comparison cancers (Ryerson et al, 2008) — (a) Oral
tongue — C02.0, CO2.1, C02.2, C02.3 and C029. (b) Other oral cavity sites — C03.0, C03.1, C03.9, C04.0, CO4.1, C04.8, C04.9, C05.0, C06.0, CO6.1, C06.2, C06.8 and
C06.9. (c) Larynx — C32.0, C32.1, C32.2, C32.3, C32.8 and C32.9. (d) Other oropharynx sites — C05.1, C05.2, C05.8, C05.9, C10.0, C10.1 and C10.3. "Rates are per 100000
population and are age standardised to the 2001 Australian population (5 year age groups). (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2008.)
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diagnosed, of which 44.1% were tonsillar, 29.5% were base of
tongue and 26.4% were other oropharyngeal cancers, and 28 379
cases of comparison site cancers were diagnosed. The age-adjusted
incidence of both potentially HPV-associated and comparison
cancers was consistently three- to fourfold higher among
males than females (Table 1). Potentially HPV-associated orophar-
yngeal cancers were diagnosed at younger ages on average than
comparison site cancers (59.8 vs 64.4 years for males in
2005 (P<0.01) and 63.6 vs 66.9 years for females in 2005
(P<0.01)). The age at diagnosis for potentially HPV-
associated oropharyngeal cancers decreased significantly each
year by 0.06 years (95% CI: 0.01, 0.11) for males with no change for
females. In males, the overall annual decrease in the age at
diagnosis reflected a significant decrease of 0.18 years (95% CI:
0.11, 0.24) for tonsillar cancers and no significant change in age at
diagnosis of cancers of base of tongue or other oropharyngeal sites.
The age at diagnosis for comparison site cancers increased
significantly each year in both males and females (Table 2).
During the period 2000-2005, the age-specific incidence of

potentially HPV-associated cancers was highest among those aged
60-69 vyears at diagnosis compared with 70-79 years for
comparison site cancers (Figure 1).

The incidence of potentially HPV-associated cancers increased
significantly for both males and females during the study period
with an annual percentage increase of 1.04% (95% CI: 0.40, 1.68%)
for females and 1.42% (95% CI: 1.08, 1.76%) for males. The
increase was greatest for base of tongue for both males and females
with increases of >3% per year. The incidence of comparison site
cancers decreased significantly for males with rates remaining
relatively stable for females (Table 2 and Figure 2). The proportion
of cancers diagnosed each year at potentially HPV-associated
oropharyngeal sites increased from 18.60% in 1982 to 28.70% in
2005 (P<0.01).

Potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers showed a
general pattern of higher incidence among recent compared with
distant birth cohorts. Among the age groups 45-49 years, 50-54
years and 55-59 years, incidence rates were lowest for the most
distant birth cohorts (cohorts born between 1925 and 1940);

Table 2 Age at diagnosis of oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancers (2005), trends in mean age over time (1982—-2005) and changes in age standardised

incidence over time (1982—2005)*

Cancers diagnosed
in 2005

Trends in age at diagnosis
from 1982 to 2005

Changes in incidence from
1982 to 2005

Mean age at

Percentage change

Percentage change per

diagnosis per calendar calendar

Sex Cancer site Count (95% CI) year (95% CI)® P-value year (95% CI)° P-value

Males Potentially HPV associated 413 59.8 (58.8—60.9) —0.06 (—0.1'1, =0.01) 0.02 142 (1.08 to 1.76) <00l
Tonsil 193 574 (56.0-58.9) —0.18 (=024, —-0.11) <00l 1.39 (0.88 to 1.92) <00l
Base of tongue 125 60.3 (58.5-62.2) 0.02 (—0.05, 0.09 0.54 3.02 (227 to 3.78) <00l
Other oropharynx 95 64.1 (61.8-66.4) 0.09 (-0.01, 0.18) 0.06 —0.19 (=095 to 0.59) 0.64
Comparison 994 644 (63.7-65.2) 0.12 (0.10, 0.15) <00l —1.69 (—1.96 to —1.42) <00l

Females Potentially HPV associated 118 63.6 (61.6—65.6) 0.04 (-0.07, 0.14) 047 1.04 (040 to 1.68) <00l
Tonsil 52 63.1 (60.2-66.1) —0.03 (-0.17, 0.10) 0.6l 0.12 (=095 to 1.19) 0.83
Base of tongue 43 629 (59.5-66.3) —001 (=0.15, 0.14) 093 345 (221 to 4.70) <00l
Other oropharynx 23 65.8 (60.8—70.7) 0.20 (0.02, 0.39) 0.03 —0.24 (=157 to 1.10) 0.72
Comparison 324 66.9 (65.4-68.5) 0.07 (0.03, 0.12) <00l —0.39 (-0.81 to 0.03) 0.07

Abbreviations: Cl = confidence interval; HPV =human papillomavirus. *Squamous cell
models with a logarithmic link function.
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Figure 2 Age standardised incidence trends by calendar year of diagnosis for potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers (squamous
cell carcinomas; (A) and comparison site cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (B), 1982—-2005.

incidence increased thereafter for each successive cohort and
peaked for cohorts born between 1945 and 1955. In contrast, age-
specific incidence rates for comparison cancers showed a general
pattern of decreasing incidence among recent compared with
distant birth cohorts (Figure 3).

DISCUSSION

Within Australia, the incidence of potentially HPV-associated
oropharyngeal cancers increased between 1982 and 2005, and was
more marked within recent birth cohorts. The incidence of
comparison site cancers declined significantly during the same
period, particularly among recent birth cohorts. The proportion of
cancers occurring that are potentially HPV-associated increased
significantly during the study period as a result of both decreasing
incidence of comparison site cancers and increasing incidence of
potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers. Both poten-
tially HPV-associated oropharyngeal and comparison site cancers
were predominantly diagnosed in males. In addition, the age at
diagnosis for potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancer
declined significantly over time for males, consistent with the
reported younger age for individuals with HPV DNA-positive vs
HPV DNA-negative oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancer (Gillison,
2007; Hong et al, 2010).

Our findings are consistent with previous studies of trends in
oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancers (Shiboski et al, 2005; Sturgis
and Cinciripini, 2007; Chaturvedi et al, 2008; Ryerson et al, 2008),
and further supported by studies that have examined the
proportion of oropharyngeal cancers that is HPV DNA positive.
In Sweden, the proportion of cancer of the base of tongue that was
HPV DNA positive increased from 58% during 1998 -2001 to 84%
in 2004-2007 (Attner et al, 2010) and the proportion of tonsillar
cancer that was positive increased from 68% in 2000-2002 to 93%
in 2006-2007 (Nasman et al, 2009). A case series conducted in
Australia showed that the proportion of oropharyngeal cancer
that was positive increased from 19% in 1987-1990 to 66% in
2005-2006 (Hong et al, 2010). In each case, over 80% of the
HPV-DNA-positive cancers contained HPV16.

It is likely that our findings are real effects, because the
procedures for diagnosing, reporting and coding oral cavity and
oropharyngeal cancers have not changed significantly over time
(Chaturvedi et al, 2008). We observed distinct birth cohort effects
for both potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers and
comparison site cancers, suggesting that the exposures within the

© 2011 Cancer Research UK
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Figure 3 Incidence trends by cohort year of birth for potentially HPV-

associated oropharyngeal cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (A) and
comparison site cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (B), Australia.

underlying populations have changed over time. The decline in the
incidence of comparison site cancer during the study period and
within birth cohorts may reflect trends in smoking prevalence. In
Australia, smoking prevalence was highest in males during the
1930s and 1940s at over 70% (Scollo and Winstanley, 2008) and has
declined in subsequent years to a prevalence among adults of
about 17% in 2007 (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare,
2008b). Although alcohol is also an established risk factor for oral
cavity cancers (Blot et al, 1988; Franceschi et al, 1990; Hashibe
et al, 2007), alcohol consumption in Australia last century more
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than doubled to peak in the 1970s and has since remained stable at
a per capita consumption in those age 15 and over of between
9 and 101 per year (Chikritzhs et al, 2003; Australian Bureau of
Statistics, 2010). Although 83% of Australians are drinkers, almost
10% drink at levels posing a risk of long term harm (Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare, 2008a), but its role in the
incidence of comparison site cancer is unclear (McMichael, 1979).

We hypothesise that changes in sexual behaviour are contribut-
ing to the increasing incidence of potentially HPV-associated
oropharyngeal cancers in recent birth cohorts. Previous studies
have reported associations between sexual risk behaviour and
cancers, which are associated with an increasing number of
lifetime sexual partners (Heck et al, 2010), increasing numbers
of oral sex partners (Gillison et al, 2008; Heck et al, 2010), early age
at sexual debut (Heck ef al, 2010) and among men with a history of
same sex sexual contact (Heck et al, 2010). Australian sexual
behaviour data show that the age of sexual debut has declined
significantly from 19 and 18 among 50- to 59-year-old females and
males, respectively, in 2001 to 16 among 16 tol9 year old females
and males (de Visser et al, 2003); the number of oral sex partners
has been increasing (Rissel et al, 2003). Our observations of
increased incidence of potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal
cancers among recent birth cohorts are consistent with this
changing sexual behaviour. However, whether the predominance
of these cancers in males is due to differences in sexual behaviour
or biology is unknown (Marur et al, 2010).

This study has limitations that are relevant to its interpretation.
First, our classification of oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancers as
potentially HPV associated or comparison site was based on
aetiological evidence from previous studies and not on an actual
assessment of the tumour status for the presence of HPV DNA.
Second, we were unable to collect data on tobacco and alcohol use
among cancer cases and as a result, could not analyse the role of
these risk factors. Third, we obtained data that had been collected
and coded by eight different state and territory registries and
collated by the NCSCH, and it is unclear whether each registry
used the same method for handling sub-site cancers. However,
given that they use the IARC and the International Association of
Cancer Registries rules to code cancers, this is unlikely to be a
significant problem (Fritz et al, 2000; IARC, 2004). Finally, some of
our sub-group analyses by specific cancer type and for females
were limited by the small numbers of cancer cases. Nevertheless,
the trends observed for potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal
cancers were similar between males and females. Further, given
that the prevalence of tobacco smoking among females increased
during the 1960s and 1970s (Scollo and Winstanley, 2008), it will
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take some time before any potential decline in comparison site
cancers, similar to that which has been observed in males, is also
observed in females in Australia.

Given the role HPV has in the aetiology of some oral cavity and
oropharyngeal cancers, HPV vaccines may be able to reduce the
incidence of these cancers (Grulich et al, 2010). However, the
natural history of HPV infection in the oral cavity and oropharynx
remains unclear, with varying estimates of prevalence and an
absence of a standardised collection and testing methodology
(D’Souza et al, 2009; Kreimer, 2009; Syrjanen, 2010). If, as
epidemiological data strongly suggests, genital -oral contact is an
important route of HPV16 transmission into the oropharynx, then
a falling exposure to genital HPV infection due to widespread
vaccination may reduce the likelihood of HPV16 transmission, the
risk of subsequent persistence and eventually cancer of the
oropharynx. In addition, there is evidence that IgG antibodies
produced by HPV vaccination transude into the oral cavity,
potentially providing direct protection to vaccines (Rowhani-
Rahbar et al, 2009). Our ability to predict the possible affect of
prophylactic HPV vaccines on oropharyngeal cancers with any
certainty awaits a better understanding of the epidemiology of
HPV infection and its natural history in the oropharynx.

We found that while the incidence and proportion of
comparison site cancers decreased during the period 1982-2005,
the incidence and the proportion of potentially HPV-associated
oropharyngeal cancers increased, particularly among recent birth
cohorts. This increase may be attributable in part to changing
sexual behaviours. Given that, it is likely that the incidence of
HPV-associated oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancers will
continue to increase, based on observed trends, the current HPV
vaccination programme in Australia for females aged 12 to
13 years introduced in 2007 (Shefer et al, 2008) may have an
affect on the future incidence of these cancers. The extent of this
needs to be carefully modeled so that we can estimate the potential
benefit from any further expansion of the current HPV vaccination
programmes, including extending the programme to males.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We thank Dr Mark Short, from the Health Registers and Cancer
Monitoring Unit, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, for
provision of data stored in the National Cancer Statistics Clearing
House database. This work was performed as part of ARC Linkage
Project Grant LP0883831, ‘planning female and male vaccination,
and cervical screening strategies to achieve optimal prevention of
HPV-related disease’.

Chaturvedi AK, Engels EA, Anderson WF, Gillison ML (2008) Incidence
trends for human papillomavirus-related and -unrelated oral squamous
cell carcinomas in the United States. J Clin Oncol 26: 612-619

Chaturvedi AK, Madeleine MM, Biggar R], Engels EA (2009) Risk of human
papillomavirus-associated cancers among persons with AIDS. ] Natl
Cancer Inst 101: 1120-1130

Chikritzhs T, Catalano P, Stockwell T, Donath S, Ngo H, Young D,
Matthews S (2003) Australian Alcohol Indicators, 1990-2001: Patterns of
Alcohol Use and Related Harms for Australian States and Territories.
National Drug Research Institute: Perth

D’Souza G, Agrawal Y, Halpern ], Bodison S, Gillison ML (2009) Oral sexual
behaviours associated with prevalence oral human papillomavirus
infection. J Inf Dis 199: 1263 - 1269

de Visser RO, Smith A, Rissel C, Richters J, Grulich A (2003) Heterosexual
experience and recent heterosexual encounters among a representative
sample of adults. Aust N Z J Public Health 27: 146154

Franceschi S, Talamini R, Barra S, Bar6én A, Negri E, Bidoli E, Serraino D,
Vecchia CL (1990) Smoking and drinking in relation to cancers of the

© 201 | Cancer Research UK



oral cavity, pharynx, larynx and esophagus in Northern Italy. Cancer Res
50: 6502-6507

Fritz A, Percy C, Jack A, Shanmugaratnam K, Sobin L, Parkin D, Whelan S
(eds) (2000) International Classification of Diseases for Oncology. World
Health Organisation: Geneva

Gillison M (2004) Human papillomavirus-associated head and neck cancer
is a distinct epidemiologic, clinical, and molecular entity. Semin Oncol
31: 744-754

Gillison M (2007) Current topics in the epidemiology of oral cavity and
oropharyngeal cancers. Head Neck 29: 779 -792

Gillison M, Koch W, Capone R, Spafford M, Westra W, Wu L, Zahurak M,
Daniel R, Viglione M, Symer D, Shah K, Sidransky D (2000) Evidence for
a causal association between human papillomavirus and a subset of head
and neck cancers. J Natl Cancer Inst 92: 675-677

Gillison ML, D’Souza G, Westra W, Sugar E, Xiao W, Begum §, Viscidi R
(2008) Distinct risk factor profiles for human papillomavirus type
16-positive and human papillomavirus type 16-negative head and neck
cancers. ] Natl Cancer Inst 100: 407 — 420

Grulich A, Jin F, Conway EL, Stein AN, Hocking JS (2010) Cancers
attributable to human papillomavirus infection. Sexual Health 7(3):
244 -252

Hashibe M, Brennan P, Benhamou S, Castellsague X, Chen C, Curado MP,
Dal Maso L, Daudt AW, Fabianova E, Fernandez L, Wiinsch-Filho V,
Franceschi S, Hayes RB, Herrero R, Koifman S, La Vecchia C, Lazarus P,
Levi F, Mates D, Matos E, Menezes A, Muscat J, Eluf-Neto J, Olshan AF,
Rudnai P, Schwartz SM, Smith E, Sturgis EM, Szeszenia-Dabrowska N,
Talamini R, Wei Q, Winn DM, Zaridze D, Zatonski W, Zhang ZF,
Berthiller ], Boffetta P (2007) Alcohol drinking in never users of tobacco,
cigaretter smoking in never drinkers and the risk of head and neck
cancer: pooled analysis in the International Head and Neck Cancer
Epidemiology Consortium. J Natl Cancer Inst 99: 777 - 789

Heck JE, Berthiller ], Vaccarella S, Winn DM, Smith EM, Shan’gina O,
Schwartz SM, Purdue MP, Pilarska A, Eluf-Neto ], Menezes A,
McClean MD, Matos E, Koifman S, Kelsey KT, Herrero R, Hayes RB,
Franceschi S, Wiinsch-Filho V, Fernindez L, Daudt AW, Curado MP,
Chen C, Castellsagué X, Ferro G, Brennan P, Boffetta P, Hashibe M (2010)
Sexual behaviours and the risk of head and neck cancers: a pooled
analysis in the International Head and Neck Cancer Epidemiology
(INHANCE) consortium. Int | Epidemiol 39: 166 -181

Herrero R, Castellsague X, Pawlita M, Lissowska J, Kee F, Balaram P,
Rajkumar T, Sridhar H, Rose B, Pintos ], Fernandez L, Idris A,
Sanchez MJ, Nieto A, Talamini R, Tavani A, Bosch FX, Reidel U,
Snijders PJ, Meijer C, Viscidi R, Mufioz N, Franceschi S, IARC
Multicenter Oral Cancer Study Group (2003) Human papillomavirus
and oral cancer: the International Agency for Research on Cancer
Multicenter Study. J Natl Cancer Inst 95: 1772-1783

Hong AM, Grulich AE, Jones D, Lee CS, Garland SM, Dobbins TA, Clark JR,
Harnett GB, Milross CG, O’Brien CJ, Rose BR (2010) Squamous cell

© 2011 Cancer Research UK

Head and neck cancer trends in Australia
JS Hocking et al

carcinoma of the oropharynx in Australian males induced by human
papillomavirus vaccine targets. Vaccine 28: 3269 - 3272

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) (2004) International
rules for multiple primary cancers. http://www.iacr.com.fr/MPrules_
July2004.pdf

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) (2010) Globocan
2008: cancer incidence and mortality worldwide in 2008. http://
globocan.iarc.fr/.

Kreimer AR (2009) Oral sexual behaviors and the prevalence of oral human
papillomavirus infection. J Inf Dis 199: 1253 - 1254

Kreimer AR, Clifford GM, Boyle P, Franceschi S (2005) Human
papillomavirs types in head and neck squamous cell carcinomas
worldwide: a systematic review. Cancer Epi Bio Prev 14: 467 -475

Marur S, D’Souza G, Westra WH, Forastiere AA (2010) HPV-associated
head and neck cancer: a virus-related cancer epidemic. Lancet Oncol 11:
781-789

McMichael A (1979) Laryngeal cancer and alcohol consumption in
Australia. Med ] Aust 1: 131-134

Nasman A, Attner P, Hammarstedt L, Du J, Eriksson M, Giraud G,
Ahrlund-Richter S, Marklund L, Romanitan M, Lindquist D, Ramqvist T,
Lindholm J, Sparén P, Ye W, Dahlstrand H, Munck-Wikland E,
Dalianis T (2009) Incidence of human papillomavirus (HPV) positive
tonsillar carcinoma in Stockholm, Sweden: an epidemic of viral induced
carcinoma? Int | Cancer 125: 362 -366

Rissel CE, Richters J, Grulich AE, de Visser RO, Smith AMA (2003) Sex in
Australia: first experiences of vaginal intercourse and oral sex among a
representative sample of adults. Aust N Z ] Public Health 27: 131-137

Rowhani-Rahbar A, Carter JJ, Hawes SE, Hughes JP, Weiss NS, Galloway
DA, Koutsky LA (2009) Antibody responses in oral fluid after
administration of prophylactic human papillomavirus vaccines. J Inf
Dis 200: 1452 -1455

Ryerson AB, Peters ES, Coughlin SS, Chen VW, Gillison ML, Reichman ME,
Wu X, Chaturvedi AK, Kawaoka K (2008) Burden of potentially human
papillomavirus-associated cancers of the oropharynx and oral cavity in
the US, 1998-2003. Cancer 113: 2901 -2909

Scollo M, Winstanley M (2008) Tobacco in Australia: Facts and Issues.
Cancer Council Victoria: Melbounre

Shefer A, Markowitz L, Deeks S, Tam T, Irwin K, Garland S, Schuchat A
(2008) Early experience with human papillomavirus vaccine introduction
in the United States, Canada and Australia. Vaccine 26: K68 - K75

Shiboski CH, Schmidt BL, Jordan RCK (2005) Tongue and tonsil
carcinoma: increasing trends in the U.S. population ages 20-44 years.
Cancer 103: 1843 -1849

StataCorp (2010) Stata Intercooled for Windows. College Station: Texas

Sturgis EM, Cinciripini PM (2007) Trends in head and neck cancer
incidence in relation to smoking prevalence. An emerging epidemic of
human papillomavirus-associated cancers? Cancer 110: 1429 - 1435

Syrjanen S (2010) Current concepts on human papillomavirus infections in
children. APMIS 118: 494 -509

British Journal of Cancer (2011) 104(5), 886—891


http://www.iacr.com.fr/MPrules_July2004.pdf
http://www.iacr.com.fr/MPrules_July2004.pdf

	Head and neck cancer in Australia between 1982 and 2005 show increasing incidence of potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers
	Methods
	Statistical analyses

	Results
	Table 1 Age standardised incidence rates of oropharyngeal and oral cavity cancers in Australiaa
	Table 2 Age at diagnosis of oral cavity and oropharyngeal cancers (2005), trends in mean age over time (1982-2005) and changes in age standardised incidence over time (1982-2005)a
	Figure 1 Age-specific incidence rates by gender and cancer site, 2000-2005.
	Discussion
	Figure 2 Age standardised incidence trends by calendar year of diagnosis for potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (A) and comparison site cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (B), 1982-2005.
	Figure 3 Incidence trends by cohort year of birth for potentially HPV-associated oropharyngeal cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (A) and comparison site cancers (squamous cell carcinomas; (B), Australia.
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
	REFERENCES




