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Abstract

Pregnancy affects both the maternal and fetal metabolism and even in nondiabetic women exerts a diabetogenic
effect. Among pregnant women, 2 to 17.8% develop gestational diabetes. Pregnancy can also occur in women with
preexisting diabetes, that can predispose the fetus to many alterations in organogenesis, growth restriction and the
mother to some diabetes-related complications like retinopathy and nephropathy or accelerate the course of these
complications if they are already present. Women with gestational diabetes generally start their treatment with diet
and lifestyle modification; when these changes fail in keeping an optimal glycemic control, then insulin therapy
must be considered. Women with type 2 diabetes in use of oral hypoglycemic agents are advised to change to
insulin therapy. Those with preexisting type 1 diabetes must start an intensive glycemic control, preferably before
conception. All these procedures are performed aiming to keep glycemic levels normal or near-normal as possible
to avoid the occurrence of adverse perinatal outcomes to the mother and to the fetus. The aim of this review is to
reinforce the need to improve the knowledge on reproductive health of women with diabetes during gestation
and to understand what are the reasons for them failing to attend for prepregnancy care programs, and to
understand the underlying mechanisms of adverse fetal and maternal outcomes, which in turn may lead to
strategies for its prevention.
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Background
Pregnancy affects both the maternal and fetal metabol-
ism and even in nondiabetic women exerts a diabeto-
genic effect. As normal pregnancy progresses insulin
resistance increases and pancreatic β-cells reserve is
stressed aiming to maintain glycemia within normal
ranges; gestational diabetes results when β-cells fail to
maintain glycemia in these ranges. At delivery, when the
placenta that exerts the major anti-insulin effect is
removed, usually glucose homeostasis is restored. How-
ever, 2 to 17.8% of women develop gestational diabetes,
depending on the diagnostic criteria used and the stud-
ied population; gestational diabetes represents a very
strong predictor for the development of permanent dia-
betes later in life [1].
Besides gestational diabetes, pregnancy can also occur

in women with preexisting diabetes. A significant increase
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in preexisting diabetes during pregnancy has been
observed in the USA between 1999 and 2005, rising from
10% to 21% [2]. Pregestational diabetes, both type 1 and
type 2 can cause alterations from fertilization, through all
pregnancy period and even after its end. It can predispose
the fetus to many alterations in organogenesis, growth re-
striction and predispose the mother to some diabetes-
related complications like retinopathy and nephropathy
or accelerate the course of these complications if they
are already present. Gestational diabetes generally
leads to fetal growth alterations [1].
The aim of this review is to report the literature on the

great incidence of maternal and fetal adverse pregnancy
outcomes found nowadays. All these adverse outcomes
are closely related to poor glycemic control during the
organogenesis period and unfortunately are still very
prevalent. Hyperglycemia during the periconceptional
period is probably the major teratogenic existing fac-
tor, but obesity, hypertension and other factors asso-
ciated with the metabolic syndrome might also be
relevant [1].
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Fetal and maternal adverse outcomes in pregnancies with
diabetes
Normal pregnancy is a non pathological condition charac-
terized by a series of complex hormonal adaptations that
occur to ensure that sufficient glucose is available to meet
the nutritional requirements of the growing fetus without
causing maternal hypoglycemia. Hyperglycemia, a hall-
mark of diabetes, is an important cause of maternal and
fetal complications in pregnancies of women with any type
of diabetes. Generally, the pregnancy in women with dia-
betes is associated with increased risk of obstetric and
neonatal complications, morbidity and mortality [1-19].
The most common fetal adverse outcomes found in

pregnancies of women with diabetes are fetal and neo-
natal loss, a great variety of congenital abnormalities and
malformations, premature delivery (delivery occurring
before 37 weeks’ gestation), fetal growth acceleration and
macrosomia (defined as a birth weight above 4 kg and/
or >90th percentile weight for gestational age or large
for gestational age) which are associated with several ob-
stetric complications like birth trauma, hypertrophic
miocardiopathy, stillbirth, respiratory distress syndrome,
neonatal hypoglycemia, hypocalcemia, hyperbilirubine-
mia and polycythemia; maternal complications are preg-
nancy induced hypertension, pre-eclampsia, hemolysis,
elevated liver enzymes, low platelets (HELLP) syndrome,
Cesarean section, hypoglycemia and the worsening of
any degree of a pre-existing renal insufficiency and retin-
opathy [20,21].

Fetal adverse outcomes
Pregnancy loss is significantly higher among women
with diabetes compared to the nondiabetic population
[14]. Recently, a population-based cohort study con-
ducted in the UK by Casson et al. has shown that
women with type 1 diabetes have a higher risk of late
fetal loss, presenting a four- to five-fold increase in peri-
natal death, and a four- to six-fold in stillbirth [8] com-
pared to the general population. Neonatal mortality is
also higher among infants of diabetic mothers in ap-
proximately 15-fold when compared to the general
population [14].
Schaefer et al. have found a two-fold increase in the

risk of congenital anomalies when fasting glucose levels
are already greater than 120 mg/dL when first detected
during pregnancy [22]. The increased risk of congenital
abnormalities found in diabetic mothers seems to be
associated to poor metabolic control during the period
of organogenesis that occurs in the first trimester of
pregnancy probably due to the negative impact of a
hyperglycemic milieu in the growing fetus [23].
The pathogenesis of congenital malformations of all

types, which have four to ten times higher incidence in
pregnant women with diabetes, is very complex and has
possibly a multifactorial origin [8,14,23]. A strong link
between hyperglycemia and malformations has been
established, but the precise mechanism by which it
occurs has not been completely elucidated. It is sup-
posed that hyperglycemia could cause damage to the
developing yolk sac, an increased production and liber-
ation of free oxygen radicals, deficiency of myoinositol
and arachidonic acid and a disruption in signal transduc-
tion; increasing evidences suggest that embriopathies
might be connected to a disruption in intracellular sig-
naling by inositol-derived effectors and prostaglandin
precursors such as arachidonic acid. Also, a as a result
of the presence of these fuels, some type of genotoxic ef-
fect might occur which could cause morphologic
damages in the fetus [23-27].
Nowadays, there is compelling evidence linking epigen-

etic factors to many human diseases including diabetes.
Epigenetic factors, by different types of reactions, could
mediate the interplay between genes and environment
resulting in activation or repression of genetic transcrip-
tion, or even silencing the genetic transcription. The most
important epigenetic reactions affecting genetic transcrip-
tion are acetylation and methylation. These reactions
occur mainly in the tail of histones that are proteins where
DNA is wrapped. Brownlee et al. [28] have demonstrated
in human aortic endothelial cells, that excessive concen-
tration of reactive oxygen species (ROS) resulting from
hyperglycemia can induce monomethylation of lysine
from histone 3 increasing the expression of the subunit
p65 of nuclear factor kappa beta. This reaction is respon-
sible for the increased transcription of vascular cell adhe-
sion molecule 1 and monocyte chemoattractant molecule
1 (MCP1) that are both related to hyperglycemia-induced
arterial pathology [28]. However, this reaction persisted
after a six days period of subsequent normoglycemia, sup-
porting the concept of metabolic memory. Another study
showed an increase of DNA methylation in insulin pro-
moter DNA in human pancreatic islets which was
negatively correlated with insulin gene expression and
positively correlated with HbA1c levels [29].
Specifically concerning GDM, some epigenetic altera-

tions have been described recently mainly related to beta
cell function and intrauterine growth retardation. These
alterations could result in reduction of expression of
PDX-1, a transcription factor that regulates beta cell de-
velopment [30]. Although further studies are necessary
to establish the possible role of PDX-1 in GDM, it is im-
portant to note that epigenetic effects are defined as her-
itable changes to DNA structure that do not involve
changes to the DNA sequence; being so, they can be re-
set or undone under certain conditions such as in early
development [30]. Previous studies showed that folic
acid, that is a methyl donor, prevents genomic damage
in human lymphocytes in vitro and maybe also the
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genotoxicity, cytotoxicity, and might have cytostatic
effects on the human genome [31].
Recently, the effect of folic acid on human reproduction

has been well reviewed and the relationship between folate
with vitamin B12 upon DNA synthesis and methylation
has been demosntrated [32]. Randomized trials have
shown that periconceptional supplementation with folic
acid can reduce the frequency of midline embryonic
defects, as well as heart defects, orofacial clefts and mis-
carriages [32,33]. During pregnancy, folic acid require-
ments increase due to expansion of maternal erythrocyte
number, uterine enlargement, placental development and
fetal growth [33]. Folic acid deficiency during gestation is
associated with impaired cellular growth and replication
that can result in megaloblastic anemia, spontaneous
abortions, fetal malformations, placental abruption, pre-
term delivery and low birth weight [32]. Many Medical
Societies like the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists [34] and Canadian Obstetrical Societies
[35] recommend high-dose folic acid supplementation
(4–5 mg/day) in diabetic women before and during preg-
nancy aiming to reduce the risk of congenital malforma-
tions in their babies; this dose is ten times higher than
those recommended for non diabetic women [34,35].
The major congenital malformations among offspring

of women with diabetes are found in the following sys-
tems: cardiovascular (cardiac transposition of the great
arteries, ventricular septal defect, coarctation of the
aorta, atrial septal defect, asymmetric septal hypertrophy),
central nervous system (neural tube defects, including an-
encephaly, microcephaly and isolated hydrocephalus),
gastrointestinal (duodenal atresia, anorectal atresia, hypo-
plastic left colon), musculoskeletal (talipes, arthrogryposis),
urinary tract (uretal duplication, cystic kidney, renal dys-
genesis, hydronephrosis), caudal regression syndrome, cleft
lips and palate anomalies [9,20]. These major congenital
abnormalities are an important contributory factor for the
high mortality rates found in infants of women with dia-
betes [8]. Preterm delivery is four to five times higher
among mothers with diabetes [3]. Generally, babies of
mothers with diabetes tend to fare less well at all stages of
the pregnancy. The possibility of a premature delivery is al-
ways strived by the health care team as much as possible,
but this is not always possible. In the presence of signifi-
cant complications, the mother’s and the babies’ health is
paramount and early delivery may become a life-saving
measure [3]. Preterm infants born to women with any type
of diabetes, have a much greater risk of presenting a wide
range of complications such as, intrauterine growth restric-
tion, low-birth-weight, respiratory distress syndrome,
hypoglycemia, hypocalcemia, polycythemia, intrauterine
death, hyperbilirubinemia, several types of malformations,
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and asphyxia compared to
those born to women without diabetes [1,3].
Glucose is transported freely across the placenta by
facilitated diffusion; in the presence of maternal hyper-
glycemia large amounts of glucose reach the fetus which
leads to fetal hyperinsulinemia that causes fetal over-
growth and/or macrosomia. Increased glucose levels,
even those below the threshold for gestational diabetes,
for example, are associated with continuous increase in
the risk of macrosomia and Cesarean section as described
by Sermer et al. [36] and by the Hyperglycemia and Ad-
verse Pregnancy Outcomes (HAPO) Study [37]. Any de-
gree of hyperglycemia that the fetal tissues are exposed to,
stimulates insulin secretion that can cause hypertrophy of
insulin-sensitive tissues such as adipose tissue, skeletal
and myocardial muscle, hepatic tissues and even islets of
Langherhans in the pancreas; as a result, an accelerated
fetal growth can be found and eventually macrosomia. Be-
sides high blood glucose levels, high levels of other meta-
bolic fuels such as some aminoacids and free fatty acids
might as well increase fetal insulin secretion after beta cell
replication [38,39].
The great majority of macrosomias (70%) are due to

constitutional and genetic factors, prolonged pregnan-
cies or to some syndromes [40]. Macrosomias occurring
in children of mothers with diabetes correspond to 30%
of the cases; these macrosomias are classically dys-
morphic with a greater growth of shoulders and abdo-
men in relation to head [41], what increases the risk of
several obstetric complications, such as higher rates of
Cesarean section, shoulder dystocia, chorioamnionitis,
severe perineal lacerations and postpartum hemorrhage
[17,19]. The rates of macrosomia are 3.5–4.5 times
greater among infants of women with pregestational dia-
betes than those found in infants born to nondiabetic
mothers [17,19].
The newborn’s heart has a great amount of insulin

receptors. In a state of hyperinsulinism such as gesta-
tional diabetes, a hypertrophic miocardiopathy can
occur; this condition is characterized by hypertrophy of
the septum and ventricular walls that can in some cases
obstruct blood flow. It can be asymptomatic, in some
instances cause cardiac failure or regress in the first
months of life. It is also thought to be an important
cause of intrauterine death and stillbirth [42].
The excess of insulin in the fetal circulation can delay

pulmonary maturation associated with the low produc-
tion of surfactant leading to the respiratory distress syn-
drome or hyaline membrane disease. This condition is
about six-fold more frequently found in newborns of
women with diabetes than in nondiabetic women [43].
Hypoglycemia is the most common neonatal compli-

cation that occurs in diabetic pregnancies. Right after
the section of the umbilical cord, the deprivation of ma-
ternal glucose supply, can lead to this condition that
generally happens in the first hours of life. It can be
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asymptomatic or be accompanied by lethargy, agitation
and even convulsions. It must be prevented and recog-
nized early because it can have severe implications for
the newborn’s immediate and future health [39,44].
Also after the section of the umbilical cord, the deprivation

of maternal nutrient flow, can lead to hypocalcemia
(Ca++ <7 mg/dL) and hypomagnesiemia (Mg++ <1.5 mg/
dL); these conditions also generally happen in the first hours
of life and can cause neuromuscular excitability, irritability,
apnea and even convulsions [39,45,46].
Chronic hyperinsulinemia can lead to an increased

erythropoiesis and also to an accelerated hemolysis due to
glycation processes, that associated to prematurity, modi-
fied hepatic conjugation and modification of the entero-
hepatic circulation, that are frequently found in newborns
to mothers with diabetes, can lead to hyperbilirubinemia
(bilirubin >13 mg/dL); this condition is two-fold more fre-
quently found in newborns of mothers with diabetes com-
pared to the background population [47].
Generally, the placental blood flow is impaired and

transplacental exchanges are poor in the presence of
hyperglycemia and hyperinsulinemia and a state of chronic
relative hypoxemia occurs. Under the acute and chronic
stimulus of hypoxia, extramedullary erythopoiesis is acti-
vated and a consequent polycythemia develops. It is diag-
nosed by a venous hematocrit > 65% or hemoglobin
> 20 g/dL. This occurs in about 30% of newborns of
mothers with diabetes [48].
The metabolic risks for the infants of mothers with

diabetes extends much longer after birth; the influence
of the maternal in utero environment is evidenced in the
U- or J-shaped relationship between birth weight and
adult obesity and metabolic disease demonstrating that
both a limited or excessive nutritionally intrauterine en-
vironment can lead to postnatal obesity and related
chronic diseases, like type 2 diabetes, hypertension and
metabolic syndrome. This might result in a vicious cycle
that could explain the great increase in the rates of obes-
ity, gestational diabetes and type 2 diabetes seen in the
last decades [38,49,50].
Maternal adverse outcomes
On the maternal side, morbidity and mortality rates are
also higher among pregnant women with diabetes. Rates
of pre-eclampsia (12.7%), Cesarean section (44.3%) and
maternal mortality (0.6%) found among women with type
1 diabetes are considerably higher than in the background
population. Hypertension and postpartum hemorrhage
are more likely to be found in pregnancies complicated by
diabetes [1,3]. Pregnant women with type 1 diabetes
present a death rate 109 times greater than the general
population and 3.4 times greater than in nonpregnant type
1 diabetic women [18].
Changes in glucose disposal and insulin kinetics seen
in pregnancy have special importance for women with
pregestational diabetes because hypoglycemia, many
times of severe intensity, can occur generally in early
pregnancy, a period when insulin requirements may de-
crease, possibly because of nausea and vomiting, com-
pared to prepregnancy and to the second half of
pregnancy; it is a dangerous condition that can leave im-
portant sequellae to the mother and the fetus [51].
The prevalence of chronic hypertension, gestational

hypertension, pre-eclampsia, and superimposed pre–
eclampsia are all more frequent in diabetic pregnancies.
The presence of chronic hypertension, microalbuminuria
or diabetic nephropathy should be evaluated in early
pregnancy. All pregnant diabetic women should receive
strict metabolic control and be intensively monitored for
the development of pre–eclampsia and pregnancy induced
hypertension because these conditions can cause a nega-
tive impact for the mother’s and the fetus’ health [52].
Patients presenting moderate -to- severe renal insuffi-

ciency and uncontrolled hypertension prior to conception
and/or early in pregnancy show an increased risk for
accelerated progression to end-stage renal disease. The
perinatal survival is high (> 95%) in patients with min-
imal renal dysfunction (serum creatinine < 125 μ mol/L
[ < 1.4 mg/dL]); however, pre-eclampsia and preterm
delivery are very common conditions found in this group
of patients [53].
Diabetic retinopathy, a very prevalent microvascular

complication of diabetes, remains the leading cause of
acquired blindness in young and middle - aged adults in
the world. Pregnancy, a condition that presents hormonal,
hemodynamic, metabolic, and immunologic changes, is a
risk factor for progression of diabetic retinopathy. The eti-
ology of retinopathy acceleration during pregnancy is still
unknown; proposed mechanisms involve rapid improve-
ment in glycemic control, altered hemodynamic proper-
ties, with the reduction of blood flow in the retina and
immuno-inflammatory processes [54].

Conclusion
Pregnancy should be planned in women with preexisting
diabetes, which includes a strict metabolic control with
near or near-normal glucose levels, reached through life-
style modifications, a healthy diet, and an exercise plan-
ning program with the supplementation of folic acid that
is advocated to prevent malformations and miscarriages.
Future research is warranted in this field and two areas

must be addressed. First, there are the social issues
related to diabetes in pregnancy, in women with preex-
isting diabetes and in those with gestational diabetes.
There is a need to increase knowledge on reproductive
health of these women and to understand what are the
reasons for them failing to attend for prepregnancy care,
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to change their lifestyle, to allow the development of
more appropriate facilities and methods which should
improve uptake and the final results. Another social
issue is trying to address the obesity epidemic which is
directly related to the occurrence of gestational diabetes
and may increase the risk of malformations, and may
also make their antenatal detection and diagnosis more
difficult. The second area is for emphasizing the import-
ance of basic research into the mechanisms causing ad-
verse fetal and maternal outcomes, which in turn may
lead to more efficient strategies for their prevention.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
All authors participated equally in the development of this paper. All authors
also read and approved the final manuscript.

Author details
1Bauru’s Diabetics Association, Department of Internal Medicine, Rua Saint
Martin 27-07 CEP 17.012-433, Bauru, São Paulo, Brazil. 2Department of
Gynecology and Obstetrics, São Paulo Federal University, São Paulo, Brazil.
3Department of Internal Medicine, Diabetes Unit, State University Hospital of
Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Received: 24 July 2012 Accepted: 4 September 2012
Published: 11 September 2012

References
1. Jovanovic L, Pettitt DJ: Gestational diabetes mellitus. JAMA 2001,

286:2516–2518.
2. Lawrence JM, Contreras R, Chen W, Sacks DA: Trends in the prevalence of

preexisting diabetes and gestational diabetes mellitus among a racially/
ethnically diverse population of pregnant women, 1999–2005. Diabetes
Care 2008, 31(5):899–904.

3. Evers IM, de Valk HW, Visser GHA: Risk of complications of pregnancy in
women with type 1 diabetes: nationwide prospective study in the
Netherlands. BMJ 2004, 325:915–918.

4. Suhonen L, Hiilesma V, Teramo K: Glycaemic control during early
pregnancy and fetal malformations in women with type 1 diabetes
mellitus. Diabetologia 2000, 43:79–82.

5. Boulot P, Chabbert-Buffet N, d’Ercole C, Floriot M, Fontaine P, Fournier A,
Gillet JY, Gin H, Grandperret-Vauthier S, Geudj AM, Guionnet B, Hauguel-de-
Mouzon S, Hieronimus S, Hoffet M, Jullien D, Lamotte MF, Lejeune V,
Lepercq J, Lorenzi F, Mares P, Miton A, Penfornis A, Pfister B, Renard E,
Rodier M, Roth P, Sery GA, Timsit J, Valat AS, Vambergue A, et al: French
multicentric survey of outcome of pregnancy n women with
pregestational diabetes. Diabetes Care 2003, 26:2990–2993.

6. Jensen DM, Damm P, Mølsted-Pedersen L, Ovesen P, Westergaard JG,
Moeller M, Beck-Nielsen H: Outcomes in type 1 diabetic pregnancies.
Diabetes Care 2004, 27:2819–2823.

7. Penney GC, Mair G, Pearson DW: Outcomes of pregnancies in women
with type 1 diabetes in Scotland: a national population-based study.
BJOG 2003, 110:315–318.

8. Casson IF, Clarke CA, Howard CV, McKendrick O, Pennycook S, Pharoah PO,
Platt MJ, Stanisstreet M, van Velszen D, Walkinshaw S: Outcomes of
pregnancy in insulin-dependent diabetic women: results of a five year
population cohort study. BMJ 1997, 315:275–278.

9. Macintosh MC, Fleming KM, Bailey JA, Doyle P, Modder J, Acolet D,
Golightly S, Miller A: Perinatal mortality and congenital abnormalities in
babies of women with type 1 or type 2 diabetes in England, Wales, and
Northern Ireland: population based study. BMJ 2008, 333:177–182.

10. Clausen TD, Mathiesen E, Ekbom P, Hellmuth E, Mandrup-Poulsen T, Damm
P: Poor pregnancy outcome in women with type 2 diabetes. Diabetes
Care 2005, 28:323–328.

11. Hadden DR, Cull CA, Croft DJ, Holman RR: Poor pregnancy outcome for
women with type 2 diabetes. Diabet Med 2003, 20:506–507.
12. Cundy T, Gamble G, Townsend K, Henley PG, MacPherson P, Roberts AB:
Perinatal mortality in type 2 diabetes mellitus. Diabet Med 2000, 17(1):33–39.

13. de Valk HW, van Nieuwaal NHG, Visser GH: Pregnancy outcome in type 2
diabetes mellitus: a retrospective analysis from the Netherlands. Rev
Diabet Studies 2006, 3:134–142.

14. Hawthorne G, Robson S, Ryall EA, Sen D, Roberts SH, Ward Platt MP:
Prospective population based survey of outcome of pregnancy in
diabetic women: results of the Northern Diabetic Pregnancy Audit, 1994.
BMJ 1997, 315:279–281.

15. Yang J, Cummings EA, O’Connell C, Jangaard K: Fetal and neonatal
outcomes of diabetic pregnancies. Obstet Gynecol 2006, 108:644–650.

16. Wender-Ozegowska E, Wróblewska K, Zawiejska A, Pietryga M, Szczapa,
Biczysko R: Threshold values of maternal blood glucose in early diabetic
pregnancy – prediction of fetal malformations. Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand
2005, 84:17–25.

17. Stotland NE, Caughey AB, Breed EM, Escobar GJ: Risk factors and obstetric
complications associated with macrosomia. Int J Gynecol Obstet 2004,
87:220–226.

18. Leinonen PJ, Hiilesmaa VK, Kaaja RJ, Teramo KA: Maternal mortality in type
1 diabetes (in Danish). Diabetes Care 2001, 24:1501–1502.

19. Negrato CA, Montenegro RM Jr, Mattar R, Zajdenverg L, Francisco RP,
Pereira BG, Sancovski M, Torloni MR, Dib SA, Viggiano CE, Golbert A, Moisés
EC, Favaro MI, Calderon IM, Fusaro S, Piliakas VD, Dias JP, Gomes MB,
Jovanovic L: Dysglycemias in pregnancy: from diagnosis to treatment.
Brazilian consensus statement. Diabetol Metab Syndr 2010, 2(27):5–14.
http://www.dmsjournal.com/content/2/1/27.

20. Mathiensen ER, Vaz JA: Insulin treatment in diabetic pregnancy. Diabetes
Metab Res Rev 2008, 24(Suppl 2):S3–S20.

21. de Valk HW, Visser GHA: Insulin during pregnancy, labour and delivery.
Best Pract Res Clin Obstet Gynaecol 2011, 25(1):65–76.

22. Schaefer UM, Songster G, Xiang A, Berkowitz K, Buchanan TA, Kjos SL:
Congenital malformations in offspring of women with hyperglycemia first
detected during pregnancy. Am J Obstet Gynecol 1997, 177:1165–1171.

23. Reece EA, Homko C: Why do diabetic women deliver malformed infants?
Clin Obstet Gynecol 2000, 43:32–45.

24. Hod M: Advances in the understanding of diabetic embryopathy: Signal
transduction. Early Pregnancy 1996, 2:121–128.

25. Sadler TW, Hunter ES, Wynn RE, Phillips LS: Evidence for multifactorial
origin of diabetes-induced embriopathies. Diabetes 1989, 38:70–74.

26. Eriksson UJ, Borg LAH: Diabetes and embryonic malformations: role of
substrate-induced free oxygen radical production for dysmorphogenesis
in cultured rat embryos. Diabetes 1993, 42:411–419.

27. Reece EA, Homko CJ, Wu YK: Multifactorial basis of the syndrome of
diabetic embryopathy. Teratology 1997, 54:171–182.

28. El-Osta A, Brasacchio D, Yao D, Pocai A, Jones PL, Roeder RG, Cooper ME,
Brownlee M: Transient high glucose causes persistent epigenetic
changes and altered gene expression during subsequent
normoglycemia. J Exp Med 2008, 205(10):2409–2417.

29. Yang BT, Dayeh TA, Kirkpatrick CL, Taneera J, Kumar R, Groop L, Wollheim
CB, Nitert MD, Ling C: Insulin promoter DNA methylation correlates
negatively with insulin gene expression and positively with HbA(1c)
levels in human pancreatic islets. Diabetologia 2011, 54(2):360–367.

30. Pollin TI: Epigenetics and Diabetes Risk: Not Just for Imprinting
Anymore? Diabetes 2011, 60:1859–1860.

31. Lu L, Ni J, Zhou T, Xu W, Fenech M, Wang X: Choline and/or folic acid
deficiency is associated with genomic damage and cell death in human
lymphocytes in vitro. Nutr Cancer. 2012, 64(3):481–487.

32. Bailey LB, Berry RJ: folic acid supplementation and the occurrence of
congenital heart defects, orofacial clefts, multiple births, and
miscarriages. Am J Clin Nutr 2005, 81:1213S–1217S.

33. Institute of Medicine, Food and Nutrition Board: Dietary reference intakes for
thiamin, riboflavin, niacin, vitamin B6, folate, vitamin B12, pantothenic acid,
biotin and choline. Washington, DC: National Academies Press; 1998.

34. American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Committee on
Practice Bulletins: Neural tube defects. Clinical management guidelines
for obstetricians-gynecologists. ACOG practice bulletin # 44. Obstet
Gynecol 2003, 102:203–213.

35. Allen VM, Armson BA, Wilson RD, Allen VM, Blight C, Gagnon A, Johnson JA,
Langlois S, Summers A, Wyatt P, Farine D, Armson BA, Crane J, Delisle MF,
Keenan-Lindsay L, Morin V, Schneider CE, Van Aerde J, Society of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists of Canada: Teratogenicity associated with

http://www.dmsjournal.com/content/2/1/27


Negrato et al. Diabetology & Metabolic Syndrome 2012, 4:41 Page 6 of 6
http://www.dmsjournal.com/content/4/1/41
pre-existing and gestational diabetes. J Obstet Gynaecol Can. 2007, 29
(11):927–944.

36. Sermer M, Naylor CD, Gare DJ: Impact of increasing carbohydrate
metabolism intolerance on maternal fetal outcomes in 3637 women
without gestational diabetes: the Toronto tri-hospital gestational
diabetes project. Am J Obstet Gynecol 1995, 173:146–156.

37. Metzger BE, Lowe LP, Dyer AR, Trimble ER, Chaovarindr U, Coustan DR,
Hadden DR, McCance DR, Hod M, McIntyre HD, Oats JJ, Persson B, Rogers
MS, Sacks DA: Hyperglycemia and adverse pregnancy outcomes. The
HAPO Study cooperative research group. N Engl J Med 2008, 358:1991–
2002.

38. Freinkel N: Banting lecture: of pregnancy and progeny. Diabetes 1980,
29:1023–1035.

39. Di Cianni G, Miccoli R, Volpe L, Lencioni C, Del Prato S: Intermediate
metabolism in normal pregnancy and in gestational diabetes. Diabetes
Metab Res Rev. 2003, 19(4):259–270.

40. Susa JB, Lang O: Macrosomia: lessons from animal and clinical studies.
Diabetes Rev 1996, 4(11):11–20.

41. Mello G, Parretti E, Mecacci F, La Torre P, Cioni R, Cianciulli D, Scarselli G:
What degree of maternal metabolic control in women with type 1
diabetes is associated with normal body size and proportions in full-
term infants? Diabetes Care 2000, 23:1494–1498.

42. Rizzo G, Arduini D, Romanini C: Accelerated cardiac growth and abnormal
cardiac flow in fetuses of diabetic mothers. Obstet Gynecol 1992,
80:369–372.

43. Kjos SL, Walther F: Prevalence and etiology of respiratory distress in
infants of diabetic mothers: predictive value of lung maturation tests.
Am J Obstet Gynecol 1990, 163(3):898–903.

44. Cowet RM: Hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia in the newborn. In Fetal
and Neonatal Physiology. Edited by Polin RA, Fox WW. Philadelphia: W. B.
Saunders; 1997:406–412.

45. Cruikshank DP, Pitkin RM, Varner MV, Williams GA, Hargis GK: Calcium
metabolism in diabetic mother, fetus and newborn infants. Am J Obstet
Gynecol 1983, 145:1010–1015.

46. Levine BS, Coburn JW: Magnesium, the mimic/antagonist of calcium. N
Engl J Med 1984, 310:1253–1255.

47. Marshal RE: Infants of the diabetic mothers: a neonatologist’s view. Clin
Diabetes 1999, 8:49–51.

48. Shannon K, Davis JC, Kitzmiller JL, Fulcher SA, Koening HM: Erythropoiesis
in infants of diabetic mothers. Pediatr Res 1986, 30:161–165.

49. Gluckman PD, Hanson MA: Developmental and epigenetic pathways to
obesity: an evolutionary-developmental perspective. Int J Obes (Lond)
2008, 32(Suppl. 7):S62–S71.

50. Pettitt DJ, Knowler WC: Diabetes and obesity in the Pima Indians: a
crossgenerational vicious cycle. J Obesity Weight Regul 1988, 7:61–65.

51. Evers IM, ter Braak EW, De Valk HW, van Der Schoot B, Janssen N, Visser GH:
Risk indicators predictive for severe hypoglycemia during the first
trimester of type 1 diabetic pregnancy. Diabetes Care 2002, 25:554–559.

52. Kitzmiller JL, Jovanovic L, Brown F, Coustan D, Reader DM: Managing
Preexisting Diabetes and Pregnancy: Technical Reviews and Consensus
Recommendations for Care. Alexandria, VA: American Diabetes Association;
2008.

53. Landon ML: Diabetic nephropathy and pregnancy. Clin Obstet Gynecol
2007, 50:998–1006.

54. Diabetes Control and Complications Trial Research Group: The effect of
intensive diabetes treatment on the progression of diabetic retinopathy
in insulin - dependent diabetes mellitus. Arch Ophthalmol 1995,
113:36–51.

doi:10.1186/1758-5996-4-41
Cite this article as: Negrato et al.: Adverse pregnancy outcomes in
women with diabetes. Diabetology & Metabolic Syndrome 2012 4:41.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Fetal and maternal adverse outcomes in pregnancies with diabetes
	Fetal adverse outcomes
	Maternal adverse outcomes

	Conclusion
	Competing interests
	Authors' contributions
	Author details
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


