
CASE OF SNAKE-BITE TREATED BY MEANS OF LI- 
QUOR AMMONIiK, ADMINISTERED SUBCUTANEOUS- 
LY AND INTERNALLY. 

By G. Hogan, Apothecary, East Indian Railway, Allahabad. 

Ajgaibie Ram, compounder, attached to the Railway Dispen- 
sary, in coming from his house to mine on the night of the 
5th September about 9-30 o'clock, passed over some grass, and 
as he did so, felt something fasten round his right leg. He 
could .not see what it was, and instinctively and at once kicked 
out his leg, when he felt a trifling sting or bite, and also felt that 
he had freed himself from the object that had coiled round 
his leg. He then came straight to my house, about a hundred 

yards from where he had been bitten, and received his orders 
without saying anything about the occurrence. I saw that hfc 
looked peculiar, and in fact I thought that he was drunk, which 
he is occasionally, though a very good man. About half an 

hour afterwards I was called by one of the hospital servants, 
who stated that the compounder had been bitten by a snake and 
was dying. I found him in a state of stupor, his body cold, 
and his pulse scarcely perceptible. He was ordered a draught 
of 25 minims of strong liquor ammonias and an ounce of brandy, 
but it was found that he could not swallow. At 10 o'clock, 
that is to say about half an hour after lie was bitten, I injected 
25 drops of strong liquor arnmoniae under the skin at the point 
where there was the mark of a bite. At the same time I put 
ei"ht coolies in charge of him, ordering two men, one at each, 
arm, to walk him about, the two men when tired to be relieved 

by other two. This was ordered to be continued all night, and 
I myself saw that my orders were attended to. At 10-30 o'clock 

I again subcutaneously injected 25 drops of the solution of 

ammonia about nine inches above the place where he was bitten, 
which by the way was on the foot about two inches below and 
rather to the inside of the inner ankle. A few minutes after- 

wards it was found that he could swallow, when he had given 
to him 25 drops of liquor ammonia) and an ounce of brandy, 
and this dose was repeated every half hour till 2 p.m., 
he being all the time kept walking. From 2 till 6 o'clock he 

had the same dose of liquor ammonise and brandy every hour. 
During the night, at 2 o'clock, and again at 4 o'clock, he was 
allowed to sit down, and at once went off into a very heavy 
sleep, from which it took ten minutes thoroughly to rouse him. 

Dr. Irving came as usual to the Railway Dispensary at 

7 o'clock on the 6th September, and found the poor man still 

being walked about by two coolies. He ordered him brandy 
and soda water, strong coffee, and a purgative at 10 a.m. 

He also prescribed strong beef-tea every now and then, 
and the patient was still made to walk. At 4 o'clock p.m., he 
was allowed to go to sleep, and slept till 5-30, when, finding that 
he was easily awoke, he was not further harrassed. When, 

awake he complained of severe headache, giddiness, and pains 
of the legs, especially of th'e right leg. During the night of 
the 5th and during the 6th he had taken about a bottle of 

brandy, each dose being accompanied by so many drops of 

liquor ammonise, and he had been compelled to walk for 
fifteen hours. For one or two days he was feverish, and there 
was inflammation of the skin where the subcutaneous injections 
had been made. Eventually sloughing took place round the two 
seats of puncture, and deep ulcers were left which were poul- 
ticed and are now healthy and readily healing under the use of 
B ivnton's adhesive strapping. 

tJnfortunately the suake tliat inflicted the bite was not seen 
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go that it cannot be known which it was. Thrtt it was venomous 
seems probable irom the fact of the man so soon becoming 
drowsy. Possibly it was not in full venom, or, being suddenly 
kicked from his leg, had not power to make a very severe bite. 


