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Abstract

Tuberculomas are usually infratentorial in children, and supratentorial lesions predominate in adults. We present a 4-year-old
girl with multiple seizures, papilloedema and brisk reflexes. On investigation, she was found to have a large left parafalcine

tuberculoma. She was treated with antitubercular treatment (ATT) and steroids. The child improved, seizures stopped and the
papilloedema gradually disappeared. Follow-up magnetic resonance imaging brain after 8 months showed a mild reduction in

the size of the lesion. Child is on regular follow-up.

INTRODUCTION

Tuberculomas are frequently infratentorial and multiple in chil-
dren [1]. Here, we report a case of supratentorial tuberculomain a
child, successfully treated with antitubercular treatment (ATT)
and steroids.

CASE REPORT

A 4-year-old girl presented with a history of multiple episodes of
seizures since the last one and half years. The seizures were vary-
ing in semiology—initially multifocal with secondary generaliza-
tion and later tonic seizures with frequency gradually increasing
from once every 6 months to once every 2 weeks. There was no
fever, vomiting or headache. On examination, she had papilloe-
dema and brisk deep tendon reflexes. Weight was 13 kg (<15th
centile) and blood pressure 110/70. Other systems were normal.
There was no focal neurological deficit.

On investigation, haemogram, chest X-ray was normal.
Computed tomography (CT) scan brain showed evidence of a
large conglomerate ring enhancing focal lesion in the para-
falcine frontal cortices mainly on the left side with extensive
white matter hypodensity in both frontal lobes (Fig. 1). Small

tuberculomas were also seen in the left occipital lobe and left
lateral inferior cerebellum, tegmentum of pons and right tem-
poral lobe.

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) brain showed a 5.7 x 3.9 x
4.8 cm-sized heterogeneously hyperintense peripherally enhan-
cing conglomerate lesion involving the left frontal parafalcine re-
gion crossing onto the midline and right parafalcine frontal lobe,
extendinginto the genu of the corpus callosum and showing pat-
chy restricted diffusion. The lesion showed extensive perile-
sional vasogenic oedema (Fig. 2) with multiple ring and disc
enhancing lesions seen in the bilateral cerebral and cerebellar
parenchyma and in the right hemipons. Magnetic resonance
spectroscopy revealed lactate double peak and diffuse reduction
in all the metabolite peaks suggestive of tuberculoma. The Man-
toux test was negative.

Patient was started on i.v. dexamethasone, which was given
for 5 days, and subsequently lumbar puncture was done. Cerebro-
spinal fluid (CSF) examination was normal. CSF Gene Xpert re-
vealed no Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex, and TB MGIT was
negative for Acid Fast Bacilli. Antitubercular treatment (ATT)
with isoniazid (10 mg/kg/day), rifampicin (10 mg/kg/day), etham-
butol (20 mg/kg/day) and pyrazinamide (35 mg/kg/day) along
with oral prednisolone at 2 mg/kg/day was started on Day 5 of
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Figure 1: CT brain (axial view) with contrast showing ring enhancing focal lesion
in parafalcine frontal cortex with perilesional oedema.

hospitalization. The child improved, seizures stopped and the
papilloedema gradually disappeared.

A neurosurgical opinion for biopsy of lesion was taken, but in
view of classical MRI findings, it was deferred.

Follow-up MRI brain after 8 months of treatment showed a
mild reduction in the size of the lesion to 4x4 x2.3 cm with
mild perilesional vasogenic oedema. The ring enhancing lesions
in the bilateral cerebral hemispheres were still present. However,
the cerebellar and pontine lesions had disappeared (Fig. 3). Child
is on regular follow-up.

DISCUSSION

A tuberculoma is a conglomerate mass of tissue made up of small
tubercles which consist of a central core of epitheloid cells de-
rived from altered mononuclear phagocytes and surrounded by
lymphocytes. Tubercles originate during initial bacteraemia,
but the extent and rate of progression into tuberculoma are ex-
tremely variable and depend upon complex and incompletely
understood mechanisms [2].

Tuberculomas are usually located at the corticomedullary
junction and periventricular region, as expected for haematogen-
ous dissemination. They are mostly infratentorial in children and
supratentorial in adults [3, 4]. They may present months to years
after infection [5]. Our patient presented with a large supraten-
torial tuberculoma without any other manifestations except sei-
zures, which is a rare presentation.

The incidence of intracranial tuberculomas in tuberculous
meningitis is 17% [6]. Intracranial tuberculomas are mostly diag-
nosed based on clinical features, cerebrospinal fluid changes and
imaging characteristics; therefore, ATT is usually administered
on a presumptive basis. Bacteriological confirmation is not pos-
sible for the majority of patients as serological tests do not have
sufficient sensitivity and specificity [7]. Similarly, in our patient,
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Figure 2: MRI brain spectroscopy showing left frontal parafalcine tuberculoma
with lipid lactate peak.

diagnosis was based on imaging findings, and CSF examination
was normal.

Initial management of intracranial tuberculomas aims to re-
duce intracranial pressure and other mass effects and to confirm
the diagnosis. Open surgical treatment is associated with exces-
sive surgical trauma [8]. Our patient was also treated first with
anti-oedema measures to decrease the mass effect and then
started on ATT. Duration of ATT for tuberculous meningitis is
12 months. However, the duration of therapy may be prolonged
depending on response [7].

Bhagwati et al. [9] report on 31 children, of whom 5 needed sur-
gical intervention—in 4 of them because they were thought to
harbour brain tumours and in the fifth one because of significant
mass effect in spite of treatment. Similarly, our patient was ini-
tially suspected to have a brain tumour on CT scan based on
the size and location of lesion; however, MRI brain spectroscopy
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Figure 3: Follow-up MRI brain with contrast (a) axial and (b) sagittal views showing
reduction in the size of lesion with mild perilesional oedema.

was classical of tuberculoma. Hence, surgical intervention was
not done.

Most intracranial tuberculomas completely disappear with
conservative treatment.

Large frontal lobe tuberculomas are not unusual in tubercu-

losis. Treatment duration may be prolonged based on response
to therapy.
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