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Author reply to the 
editor

Sir,
I read the comments on our article titled “Value of neutrophil/
lymphocyte ratio in the differential diagnosis of sarcoidosis 
and tuberculosis,” which was published in Annals of Thoracic 
Medicine (Vol 9, Issue 4, October-December 2014).[1] I want to 
thank the authors for their valuable contributions. They said 
that there were some confusing points and I want to clarify 
these in some extent. 

All of our tuberculosis patients were pulmonary tuberculosis 
cases and the diagnosis were made according to sputum 
samples of the patients. All patients were new cases. So, 
the patients with multidrug-resistant tuberculosis, miliary 
tuberculosis, and extrapulmonary tuberculosis were all 
excluded from the study.

Our control group was composed of patients admitted to 
internal medicine outpatients clinic for routine evaluation 
of hypertension, hyperlipidemia, and diabetes. All of them 
were free of symptoms supporting infection like fever, cough, 
sputum, dysuria, diarrhea, etc., and their acute phase reactants 
were normal. 

Complete blood count and other inflammation markers were 
all analyzed in our hospital’s routinely used biochemical 
laboratory by their automatic biochemical analyzers. We did 
not prefer peripheral blood smears to calculate neutrophil/
lymphocyte ratio, because we were looking for a more practical 
marker. Although peripheral blood smear is a well-known 
method of blood cell analysis, it takes time to prepare it for 
evaluation. We focused on a new inflammation marker like 
neutrophil/lymphocyte ratio(NLR), because it does not require 
extra time and any other equipment. It is simply calculated 
from complete blood count and shows correlation with other 
well-known inflammation markers like CRP, total leukocyte 
count, and ESR.

I hope I clarified some points related to these comments and 
thanks again for the authors’ contribution. 
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Cigarette price and 
smoking
Sir,
The report on “cigarette price and smoking” is very 
interesting.[1] Al-Mohrej et al. noted that “increasing the price of 
popular cigarettes pack from 2.67 US dollars to 8.27 US dollars 
is expected to lead to smoking cessation in a large number of 
smokers in the Saudi population.[1]” In fact, smoking is the 
public health problem around the world. There are several 
attempts to reduce the smoking rates. Several methods have 
been implemented for years. Focusing on the pricing, Smith et al. 
reported that “reduction in nicotine content is equivalent to a 
reduction in the reinforcement value of smoking-an assumption 
made by the unit price approach.[2]” However, this method has 
to be used accompanied with others. In Australia, the combined 
method, “stronger smoke-free laws, tobacco price increases 
and greater exposure to mass media campaigns” is confirmed 
for usefulness in reducing of smoking prevalence.[3] Finally, it 
should be noted that increasing cigarette price might reduce the 
prevalence of cigarette smoking but the smoker might change to 
use other things (such as leafs) for smoking instead. 
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