New Microbes and New Infections 57 (2024) 101215

ELSEVIER

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
New Microbes and New Infections

journal homepage: www.journals.elsevier.com/new-microbes-and-new-infections stesouo

Letter to the Editor

WHO'’s recognition of NOMA as a neglected tropical disease and its global health implications

ARTICLE INFO

Handling Editor: Patricia Schlagenhauf
Keywords

NOMA

NTDs

Global health

Dear Editor,

The World Health Organization’s (WHO) recent acknowledgement
of NOMA as a Neglected Tropical Disease (NTD) during the 17th annual
meeting of the Strategic and Technical Advisory Group for Neglected
Tropical Diseases (STAG-NTD) is a momentous milestone in global
health [1]. This recognition raises awareness of NOMA and catalyses a
call to action for collaborative efforts across political, private, and public
sectors to prevent and treat this debilitating disease.

NOMA’s unique status as both a disease and a social marker of
extreme poverty and malnutrition makes heightened advocacy crucial,
especially given its disproportionate impact on the most vulnerable
populations [1]. The designation of NOMA as an NTD shows the ne-
cessity for increased research, funding, and collaborative efforts. This
acknowledgement stimulates innovation in diagnostics and treatment,
aligning to achieve universal health coverage. It also serves as a global
call to prioritise NOMA within the spectrum of NTDs, emphasising the
urgency of enhancing healthcare capacity through traininsg, infra-
structure improvements, and targeted interventions.

Moreover, this recognition elevates global awareness regarding the
presence and gravity of NOMA. Shedding light on the challenges asso-
ciated with NOMA encourages a global focus on prevention, treatment,
and ultimate eradication. The acknowledgement acts as a catalyst for
research initiatives, urging a directed allocation of intellectual and
material resources to understand NOMA’s pathophysiology, compre-
hend its epidemiological details, and formulate efficacious strategies for
prevention and treatment.

The WHO’s recognition is also pivotal in facilitating financial sup-
port for NOMA-related projects [2]. Such backing is indispensable for
conducting studies, implementing preventative programs, and aug-
menting healthcare infrastructure to address the NOMA burden holis-
tically. Categorising NOMA as an NTD shows the importance of
earmarking resources to combat this overlooked disease.

This recognition strengthens the commitment to adopting multifac-
eted approaches to disease control for NOMA. Acknowledging NOMA
within the NTD framework implies formulating and implementing a
comprehensive strategy, encompassing not only medical interventions
but also community engagement, educational initiatives, and the miti-
gation of socio-economic determinants contributing to the disease’s
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prevalence. This holistic approach shows the WHO’s commitment to
addressing NOMA within a broader socio-ecological context, recognis-
ing that the complexities of the disease require an interdisciplinary
response.

The WHO’s commitment to addressing NOMA is not isolated. It calls
for collaborative international efforts. Nigeria’s proactive role in leading
this initiative sets a precedent for other nations facing similar health
challenges. The inclusion of NOMA in NTDs prompts the international
community to address the complex factors contributing to NOMA’s
prevalence, including poverty, malnutrition, and inadequate healthcare
infrastructure.

Data statement

No new datasets were generated for this paper.
Funding

No funding was received for this paper.
CRediT authorship contribution statement

Gbolahan Olatunji: Conceptualization, Writing — original draft,
Writing — review & editing. Emmanuel Kokori: Writing — original draft,
Writing — review & editing. Doyin Olatunji: Writing - original draft,
Writing — review & editing. Abdulrahmon Moradeyo: Writing — orig-
inal draft, Writing — review & editing. Godfred Yawson Scott: Writing —
original draft, Writing — review & editing. Jennifer Chibundo Onyeg-
bule: Writing — original draft, Writing — review & editing. Uchechukwu
Promise Ahanonu: Writing — original draft, Writing - review & editing.
David B. Olawade: Writing — original draft, Writing — review & editing.
Nicholas Aderinto: Writing — original draft, Writing — review & editing.

Declaration of competing interest

The authors declare no conflict of interest.

2052-2975/© 2023 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

nec-nd/4.0/).


www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/20522975
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/new-microbes-and-new-infections
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2023.101215
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2023.101215
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2023.101215
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

Letter to the Editor
Acknowledgement
None.

References

[1] World Health Organization (WHO). WHO officially recognizes noma as a neglected
tropical disease (Accessed 15 December 2023).

[2] https://www.who.int/news/item/15-12-2023-who-officially-recognizes-noma-as
-a-neglected-tropical-disease.

Gbolahan Olatunji, Emmanuel Kokori
Department of Medicine and Surgery, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria

Doyin Olatunji
Department of Health Sciences, Western Illinois University, Illinois, USA

Abdulrahmon Moradeyo
Department of Medicine, Ladoke Akintola University of Technology,
Ogbomoso, Nigeria

New Microbes and New Infections 57 (2024) 101215

Godfred Yawson Scott
Department of Medical Diagnostics, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science
and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana

Jennifer Chibundo Onyegbule
College of Medicine, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria

Uchechukwu Promise Ahanonu
Department of Health Sciences, Western Illinois University, Illinois, USA

David B. Olawade
Department of Allied and Public Health, School of Health, Sport and
Bioscience, University of East London, London, United Kingdom

Nicholas Aderinto’
Department of Medicine, Ladoke Akintola University of Technology,
Ogbomoso, Nigeria

) Corresponding author. Department of Medicine, Ladoke Akintola
University of Technology, PMB 5000, Nigeria.
E-mail address: nicholasoluwaseyi6@gmail.com (N. Aderinto).


https://www.who.int/news/item/15-12-2023-who-officially-recognizes-noma-as-a-neglected-tropical-disease
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-12-2023-who-officially-recognizes-noma-as-a-neglected-tropical-disease
mailto:nicholasoluwaseyi6@gmail.com

	WHO’s recognition of NOMA as a neglected tropical disease and its global health implications
	Data statement
	Funding
	CRediT authorship contribution statement
	Declaration of competing interest
	Acknowledgement
	References


