
CONSENT FOR EXAMINATION 

To the Editor, The Indian Medical Gazette 

Sib,?I had to examine a female child aged about 11 
to 12 years for rape on 24th July, 1939. Her father 
accompanied her and he gave consent for examination. 
But on the table the child girl refused to allow herself 
to be examined. It was 6-30 p.m., so I left her 
unexamined. Later, she was persuaded and she gave 
consent for the examination next morning at 10 a.m. 
Now the question is can a medical man examine a 

minor in spite of her refusal. Consent of the guardian 
is legal for examination, but what when she refuses? 
She is old enough to understand. What is the duty 
of the medical man at this time? E[as he to believe 
the patient or the law? 
I will be obliged if you or any of your experienced 

readers reply to this. In my 25 years of service this 
is my first experience of this nature. 

Yours, etc., 
K ACHARYA, m.b, b.s, 

In-Charge Civil Hospital. 
Dwarka, 

16th September, 1939. 

rNote.?' As already explained, a medical man has no 
right to examine a person against his or her will, no 
matter who may have asked that the examination 
should be made.' (Lyon's Medical Jurisprudence for 

India, 1935, p. 106, para. 2.) 
. . . 

' 
Similarly there is no legal power to enforce 

examination of school children.' (Forensic Medicine 
by Sydney Smith, 1938, p. 367, Consent & 

Examination.)?Editor, I. M. G.] 


