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To Dr. BATTY .
blR,

Most surgeons 1Bave experienced great difficulty in
subduing those fungous excrescences Which arise from the
cerebrum’ or its membranes’ after the operation of tre-
panning. Such morbid productions =< always dangerous,
?zfmd I may add from the experience of gentlemen of the
first professional eminence, they generally prove fatal.
The remedies proposed in common treatises on surgery are
insuflficient.: they are not grounded °n any principlesl nor
detailed with that accuracy Which the importance ©f the
subject demands. The structure 0f such tumours has not
yet been demonstrated, nor are the circumstances which
tend to produce them known. Morlga.gni has thrown no
light on the subject, and by Dr. Bailiie it has, beer.l only
mentioned superficially. The annexed cage, in which an
excrescence from the cerebrum, ©of unusual magnitude.*
was guccegsfully treated, may therefore, perhaps, be deem-
ed worthy = place in your valuable Journmal. I have no
theory to offer, nox any mew remedy t° propose; PUt every
"state of the case is particularly described, and 1 wish to
invite those gentlemen who have opportunity, t° investi-
gate a subject which has hitherto received so little illus-
tration from medical science.

I am, Sir, See.
S. WARREN.

tilleryyn  gomerset, March 26, 1806.

On the,8th of August, 1800, Mr. John Butler,, = ~
al?out 23 years of 4ge, Of = sanguine tempeiament, was
kicked by = horse on the gyperior and posterior part of
the right parietal bone. My, assistance was .nunedla ely
.teauired. T found the scalp much bruised and lacerated,
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and a portion of it, as ]_arge as a crown piece, struck off.
The perlcranium was detached, and a fracture with Slight
depression of the scull was perceptible near the foramen
parietale. The patient was totally deprived ©f sense, the
pupils of his gyeg were dilated, he breathed hard, and exhi-

bited other gymptomg indicative of compression of the
brain. The circumstances of the case were communicated
to his friends, and the pecegsity ©f applying the trephine
was gtrongly urged. But their grenp dread of an gpera-
tion, and the poggibility that the gymptoms might earise
from concussion (the external gppearance ©f depression

being Slight), induced me to make some previous trial of
the efficacy of bleeding and evacuants. 1 therefore took
away 12 ounces of blood, and ordered a purging dose of
calomel, and a cathartic enema. On the following day,
the evacuations having been insufficient, and the pulse
being hard and Oppressed’ those remedies were repeated_
By this treatment, on the 1(0th, some remission of the
symptoms wa= obtained; but on the morning of the 11th,
the coma, stevtor, and sickness recurred with so much vio-
lence, that I determined to pogtpone the operation.no
longer. I removed the whole of the depressed part of the
?2skull, by including it within the circumference of the tre-

phine; and on gxamining the piece, I observed that a
Splinter Of‘the, inner table’ projecting one fourth of an
inch from its internal superflcles, had pierced the dura
mater No hemorrhage attended the Operation, nor was
any portion of the cerebrum lost. The dura r?at‘er appear-
ed of a dark purple colour, and the wound in it made by
the gplinter of bone, was a naxxow slit measuring about
two-thirds of an inch in length. Simple dressings = wexe
applled to the wound, and = sahnel mixture with the pulvis
antimonialis was preseribed_ Strict abstinence had been
enjoined from the day o» which t.he .injury was received.
On the 12th, Ifound. no alleviation of the symptoms.
The patient's pulse Sl continuing hard and oppressed,
be was again bled, and a laxative draught w=s pre-
scribed.
13th, & favourable change had taken place, The pa-*
tient's bowels had been copiously evacuated ; his pulse was
more free; the coma was so much relieved that he began
to recognize those who attended him . the iris was ag&in
sensible
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* \??hite wax ointment thinly spread o= lint,
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sensible to the stimulus of light; and towards the evening,
lie yttered a few words, bu.t too indistinctly to be under-
stood. His bowels were 1in a proper state. The antimo-
nial mixture was repeated,

_34th, The patient Bad slept ™uch during the pight,
without Starting or alarm; he was now able to answer col-
lectedly many questions. His skin was moist and his
bowels The wound to secrete but I

reqular. began pus,
observed that the dura mater looked unusually white, and
protruded so as nearly to fill up the space left by the remov-
al of the piece of bone. Slmple dressings were continued.
loth, No perceptible change.

16th, At two o'clock in the morninga messenger inform-
ed me that py, patient w== materially worse. I found him
restless, at times delirious, and complaining of a violent
shooting pain in his head, his pulse beating 1ii0 strokes in
a minute, his skin hot and dry. Finding that his bowels
had not been evacuated during the preceding day, I o=-
dered an eneina and a cathartic draught' These soon
operated efficaciously: the pain in the head ceased, and
the pulse was lowered. The appearance ©f the wound Was
not 1N any degree changed.

17th, The gymptoms continued favourable. The patient
conversed coherently, and could recollect the circum-
stances which iymediately preceded the injury. His bowels
were moderately relaxed. The protruded dura mater com-
pletely filled the perforation in the scull made by the tre-
phine ; it had entirely 10st its gilyery tendinous ;pnearance,
and looked dull and pale. The wound on the scalp was
in a healthy state.

Until the 26th, =»o particular alteration occurred. On
that day I observed, that the dura mater had risen above
the external surface of the gkyll, and = slight pulsation
Was perceptible beneath. The same dressings were applied,
aﬁd a strict observance of abstemious diet was enjoined.
The general health of the patient gradually returned, but
the tumour continued to enlarge. The dura mater began
t° slough, @nd fungous granulations from the cerebrum
grew rapidly. ! first endeavoured to check this excres-
cence by compression, @nd the application of argentum

itratum: but the slightest pressure induced dimness of
Slghtland vertigo; I therefore discontinued it ysing the
caustic only. After a week had elapsed, the disease, still
%ncreasing, I folded a pj_ece of paste board between a
inen Cloth, and bound it on the tumour, augmenting the
pressure by small degrees. No unfavourable symptom su-
L4 pervened
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pervened, 274 I hoped by this means to prevent further
protrusion, and that caustics would dGStIOY thp lungus
already formed , its gize, for a time, was evidently dimi-
nished, and the pulsation in it became less perceptible.
During the month of Qctober, some small pieces of bone
?were exfoliated from the border of the perforation.

In the beginning ©f November, the tumour gyddenly in-
creased to twice 1its former dimensions ,

and finding rny
endeavours to repress it unavailing, I determined to remove
it by ligature. In about four days the whole of it slough-
ed off, and I attempted ®° prevent ' reproduction by =
bandage @1d pressure. But the granylations =% sprung
up s° rapidly[ that in three days a tumour was protruded
as large 2= = turkey's egg, notwithstanding that caustics,
and the greatest pressure consistent with safety, had been
employed. The patient frequently complained ©f great
pain in his head, he became feeble and low spirited, and
at intervals his memory failed. It therefore became neces-
sary t° adopt some new plan. I procured two thin plates
of gilver, of a semi lunar Shape, and applied their concave
edges laterally to the base of the tumour, drawing them
gradually closer to each other by strips of sticking plaister.
These plates were daily removed, and grgentum Ritratum
was applied to the line formed round the tumour by their
pressure. By this mode the dllseased triass was SlOle de-
tached, and in the course of fifteen dayg it was entirely
removed. I then covered the perforation in the skull witn
a circular plate Of silver, and retained It securely in its
place by pieces ©f sticking plaister. This plate T wa= at
first obliged to xremove daily, P consequence of a consi-
derable Secretion of pyg; but when the digcharge ceased,
I found great advantage ™ allowing the plate to remain
unmoved for many days. # fe¥ fungous granulations
sometimes appeared beneath the plate  but they were de-
stroyed by caustic. In about three weeks the morbid {jgr
position ©f the wound seemed tog]]y subdued. The plate
was removed; and = handage with a linen compress Sub-
stituted. The gcalp gradually closed and formed = firm
CicatIiX, but the process of ossification has not vet taken
place. The patignt is in full possession of his former heal'th
and strength, his spirits are goodA and his mental faculties
unimpaired.
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