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Ancient flowering plants: DNA sequences and angiosperm
classification
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Abstract

Phylogenetic analyses of gene sequences provide a clear pattern of which extant flowering plant genera
diversified earliest. Combined with complete genomic sequences, these data will vastly improve
understanding of the genetic basis of plant diversity. 
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Figure 1
Synopsis of relationships of the major groups of land plants, with more detail in the flowering plants [3,5]. Bryophytes have
water-conducting tissues, although they are not the same as in other land plants, and hence we have put ‘vascular’ plants in
quotes. Nodes with more than two branches indicate groups for which inter-relationships are not yet clear.
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