Correspondence

EPIDEMIOLOGY OF MALARIA
To the Editor, The Indian Medical Gazette

Sir,?With the help of records gypplied to me by
Dr. S. C. Sen Gupta, the resident doctor of Hope Tea
Estate in the Bengal Duars, I have been able tpP
determine that malarial infection may be conveyed PY
mosquitoes there during each of the months of Septem-
ber, October, November, and ppril, and with regard to
the other months in one or both of the months Decem-
ber and January, February and March, May and June
and Jyly and August. The material utilized was the
record of the birthdays of the infants born on the
estate and the date of their first attack of malaria,
properly confirmed by the microscope.

The result of the analysis was, after all, only to have
been expected, for in the low plains there are no new
infections in the hot weather because it is too hot,
and in the hills no new infections in the cold weathei
because it is too cold, so in some intermediate region
it follows that one should find new infections at &l
seasons, as has now been established.

Such records then afford a valuable and cheaper guide
to the period, if any, when relaxation of prophylactic
measures may D€ permitted, than do mOsquito
" infectivity surveys'. It is hoped to submit shortly
details of the method of analysis.

Yours, etc.,
C. STRICKLAND, m.a., m.d.
Professor of Medical Entomology-

School of Tropical

Medicine, Calcutta,
Mncl May, Llvdb.



