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Medicine, in its two aspects of being a discipline of practice and a 
discipline of science, walks a fine and difficult line between the ur-
gent needs of utility and the relaxed curiosity of science. As a prac-
tical science, Medicine is limited with a myopic vision imbued on 
our research by constantly haranguing question of worth, yet also 
grants great blessing in the form of the most humane of human 
activities when it is applied to treat those in suffering. Only rarely 
is the medical scientist free from the question of utility and al-
lowed to pursue discovery purely for the goal of knowledge. 
  There is no doubt that no medical scientist could claim stead-
fast that either of these viewpoints should be held against the oth-
er. The most unexpected discoveries or breakthroughs are often 
provided by insights that had been born of an entirely unrelated 
need. Yet, while it is romantic to imagine a medical scientist com-
pletely divorced from the urgent needs of patients at hand, fo-
cused erudite and lofty research is seldom at our leisure. 
  Hence, it might be more important for the medical researcher 
to cast her net far and wide and recruiting various disciplines to 
aid and assist in solving medical problems. With a firm grasp on 
medical problems, the neurourologist can find many allies willing 
to help by applying their particular field of expertise to solve our 
problems. The International Neurourology Journal (INJ) has al-
ways strived for expanding our horizon in these fields. Whether 
we published articles on new experimental research technologies 
[1], application of new technologies to medicine [2-6], or expand-
ing our focus through more emphasis on neurology than urology 
[7,8], the INJ has never forgotten its mission as a translational re-

search publication. 
  In pre-modern times, national borders often dictated the limits 
to our knowledge. Science and technology faced discrepancies at 
similar geographic delineations as shared by political or ideologi-
cal. But in modern times, knowledge is no longer limited by such 
paltry squabbles. Instead, perhaps more shamefully, it is limited 
by ignorance and lack of imagination, a fault entirely which we 
can blame on no other. 
  Hence, it is demanded of us as medical scientists to investigate 
beyond our comfort zone, reach out to specialists in other fields. 
And when the neurourologists wants to finds her unorthodox so-
lution, the INJ will be there to help.
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