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The COVID-19 pandemic has unleashed unprecedented reper- 

ussions towards humanity, and in light of all the disruptions, 

eveloping countries are particularly hit with a bigger blow. Ef- 

orts outside the constraints of bureaucracy are thus needed more 

han ever in this trying time, and the youth may represent vast 

et overlooked potency. Reports and studies continue to tout how 

he youth of Indonesia are willing to be involved as volunteers 

uring the pandemic [1] . Moreover, our experiences have shown 

ow an organized massive force of youth can help in COVID-19 

andling. 

More than 15,0 0 0 youth across the country had been deployed 

o educate their local communities on COVID-19. Mismanagement 

f testing and tracing policies resulting in several provinces tested 

ower than 1/10 0 0 population [2] pushed us to coordinate and in- 

olve ±1,0 0 0 students to help trace cases in various regions. Re- 

ently, healthcare workers shortage with only 0 • 38 physicians per 

,0 0 0 population [3] which aggravated by deaths of healthcare pro- 

essionals, stunted vaccination rate with only 9% of the population 

as been fully vaccinated [2] , and the ongoing second-wave crisis 

4] boosted the urgency to accelerate vaccination. We managed to 

ather ±10,0 0 0 students to support vaccination programs in the 

apital alone, helped to reach 1.5 million inoculations in 17 days 

o welcome the independence day on August 17 th . Through sup- 

orts by the youth, burdens placed on our healthcare system could 

opefully be lifted; thus improving COVID-19 handling in Indone- 

ia. 

Unfortunately, the massive youth effort s faced lots of seem- 

ngly unnecessary obstacles. We discovered bureaucracy and lack 
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f communication between central-local authorities as frequent 

hallenges that disrupt youth participation. Despite their lack of 

dvanced knowledge and relative inexperience [1] , the youth have 

illingness to learn and act quickly amidst the challenges during 

he pandemic; hence, stakeholders should give adequate support 

o this highly motivated massive force. Various roles in educat- 

ng, tracing, and vaccinating may continue to be fulfilled by the 

outh in further involvement. New opportunities of volunteerism 

lso could be further opened as enthusiasm for youth participation 

e encouraged. 

Indonesia is still far from the end of the pandemic. Increased 

nvolvement of the youth, a large group in society, only becomes 

ore important in the universal struggle to help the country. We 

cho the call made by our fellow students [5] for further involve- 

ent of youth in the fight against COVID-19. The youth may be 

he very key to deliver the country, or even the world, from the 

andemic faster—and better. 
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