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SICK PASSENGERS ON LINERS.
To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette."

Sir,?0n = voyage by P. & 0. some years ago there was
a young Indian student in an advanced stage of consumption.
He died before reaching Port Said.

He occupied a berth In B accommodation, in a cabin with
three other passengers. On my representation he was removed
during the last three days to a deck cabin ; but his fellow
passengers Must have been exposed to considerable risk. I
recently heard of a 1ady in the second gtage of phthisis
taking her passage by a liner, where she would of course be
with other ladies, exposing them torisk. On communicating
with two of the leading S. S. Companies both reply that
under no circumstances are contagious and infectious cases
received.

One states = All pagsengers are medically inspected before
embarkation, and those found to be affected by = disease
are not allowed to embark."

As a matter of fact this is not trye, of that oxr any othelr
leading company. The very stringency of the rule causes it
to become almost a dead letter.

Probably sceres Of passengers in various stages Oof phthisis
leave London, or Marseilles monthly in the autumn.

I would gyggest that two gteps are needed in the interest
of the general public?

(1) That each pagsenger should furnish a medical certificate
as to his or her state of heglth, with a penalty clauseattached,
for any wilful misrepresentation.

(2) That there should be accommodation on certain steamers,
at least once a month, by which phthisical or other possibly
contagious patients might proceed from India to Europe,
with all due precautions and every available ganitary safe-
guard for the health of other pagsengers.

A. NEVE, f.r.c.s. (Ed).
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