JOTINPORE DISPENSARY.

SIMPLE EPILEPTIFORM NEURALGIA (TROUSSEAU. )
By J- Cleghorn-, M. D.,
Civil Assistant Surgeon, Jounpore.

Phooljaria, Aheerin, aged aPOUt 45 years, came to the dis-
pensary °n the 6th June lagt, comp]_aj_nj_ng of severe neuralgia in
the right cheek. The pain, she gs3id, commenced three years
ago at the root of the upper right central incisor, from ‘'which,
point it gradually spread over the whole cheek; the paroxysms
at the same time increasing in severity and frequency. The
pain was excruciating, and during the short time she was under
observation, before apy remedies were given, the paroxysms
returned eyery two minutes with lightning-like suddenness,
and ceased ina few seconds as guddenly == they came, leaving
the patient free from pain. They arose without warning, and
while she was conversing With those around her, or sitting
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quietly - the floor of tlie dispensary, she would utter a low
moan, raise her hands and compress the right cheek with them,
till the paroxysm had passed off. Eefreshing sleep was denied
her, and for some time pagt she had oply taken soft and ligyiq
food, as the act of chewing seemed to excite = paroxysm. The
gum above the ypner right central incisor was waw and slightly
swollen, ana both alveolar borders looked scorbutic.  The Jhigl)
infra-orbital and nasal branches of the fifth nerve gppeared to
be, at the date of examination, the starting points of each
paroxysm, and pressure over these nerves at their exit from the
bone, caused pain'

One and a quarter grain of muriate of morphj_a in solution
was  injected hypodermically, without producing any effect.
Two drachms of tincture ©f opium and forty minims of
sulphuric ether were then given by the mouth, after which an
interval of half an hour passed without any return of the pain,
A similar draught was repeated on a return of the paroxysm,
and during the day she took six grains of opium Next day she
asked permission to remain in the dispensary, as she had obtained
so great relief yesterday, that she thinks she will be completely
cured if she takes the medicine regularly under supervision.
During the next twenty-four hours she took fourteen grains of
opium, and on the morning of the 8th she stated she had passed
a good night, and was now free from pain. There were no
symptoms of narcotism present. She reported herself again e=n
the morning of the 10th, when she was apparent]_y quite well.

The above is the treatment recommended by Trousseau for
this form of peyralgia. It is merely » palliative one, and
Trousseau confesses to never having seen a case completely
cured. Dr. Radcliffe, on the other hand, positively ‘forbidls the
use of narcotics, and recommends, instead, good diet, with a
due proportion of oleaginous matters, the avoidance of an
excess of sugar, and the regulated use of alcoholic drinks."
The medical treatment he recommends is phogphorus in the
form of the hypophosphites, and the use of electricity. He
states that by this method of treatment he has seen the most
obstinate cases of neuralgia completely cured. I fear, however,
that his plan of treatment cannot be carried out with our
dispensary patients, and that we must painly rely on the one
recommended by Trousseau for the relief of epileptiform

neuralgia.

A MIRROR OF HOSPITAL PRACTICE.
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