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Comment on: incidence of blindness in a
population of rheumatic patients treated with
hydroxychloroquine: reply

SR, we thank Pareek et al. [1] for their comments and
interest in our article [2]. In response to their question, 6
of 31 (19.4%) patients with eye disease had diabetes
mellitus, and 454 of 2836 (16.0%) without eye disease
had diabetes mellitus. Note that these percentages are
not significantly different (P-value = 0.61, ;? test). We
are unable to determine the mean duration of diabetes
mellitus, because we have only the date when the diag-
nosis was entered onto the problem list, not the date
when the condition was first diagnosed; it might be the
same, but we are unable to be certain, particularly for
those patients who may have been diagnosed with dia-
betes mellitus years before their initial visit to us.

Given that our original intent was to record the preva-
lence of blindness and HCQ maculopathy in a large co-
hort of patients on long-term therapy [2], we did not
collect the large volume of detailed measures that would
have permitted a much more thorough analysis of the
potential importance of co-morbidities, such as
diabetes mellitus and hypertension, and CS use on reti-
nal toxicity with HCQ exposure. Unfortunately, given
that the study has closed, we are unable to obtain
additional data to determine the incidence of non-
proliferative diabetic retinopathy in our population or fur-
ther data on the patients with type 2 diabetes. We agree
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with Pareek et al. [1] regarding the potential importance
of co-morbidities. Further study is needed. We appreci-
ate their thoughtful comments.
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