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We appreciate Mor et al. [1] correcting our inadvertent oversight of their 2005 paper [2] regarding
osteopontin and macrophage inhibitory factor (MIF) as serum biomarkers for ovarian cancer. We had
cited their report regarding MIF expression in ovarian cancer by Agarwal and Mor et al in 2007 [3].
We had also cited the first reports regarding osteopontin in serum of ovarian cancer patients by
Schorge et al. [4] and in CA125 negative ovarian cancer tissue by Rosen et al. [5].

As we had noted in the manuscript, the novelty of our report deals not with the discovery of new
biomarkers for ovarian cancer, but rather their evaluation in large numbers of cases with early stage
(I–II) disease. In our study, sera from 76 early stage ovarian cancer patients were tested in the discovery
set and from 71 early stage patients in an independent validation set, totaling 147, which is several fold
more than in previous reports.

We agree that osteopontin and possibly MIF deserve further evaluation as part of biomarker
panels for detection of early stage ovarian cancer.
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