II.

A case of Hydrophobia. By D- Campbell, M- D., Physician
to the Lancashire Lunatic Asylum.

of Hydrophobia, “hich wexe formerly extremely rare,
Caser?aving unfortunately, ©of late, become more frequent, I
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have been induced to transcribe a case of that digorder, which

came under m«, inspection nearly thirty years ago, 2° possess-
ing some interesting features of that distressing disease.
Samuel Webb (pytler in the family of a lady of rank in

Lancashire), aged SB years, was bitten on the naked Wrist, and
the leg, by = dog supposed to Pe mad; and which, being tied
up, died convulsed in the course 0f a few days‘ The lacera-
tions were considerable, and penetrated deep amongst the ten-
dons, and close upon the artery at the wrist. Twenty hours
after he had been pitten, lie applied to Dr Low of DPreston,
who, finding from the situation of the wounded parts, that it
was impossible they could be taken out by the knife, without
producing the most terrible .ongequences With respect to the
artery and tendonsl directed the wounds to be cauterized with
irons heated as hot as possible, and introduced quite to the
bottom. After which the holes were filled with powdered
corrosive gsublimate, which occasioned a great degree of in-
flammation , and large Sloughs were formed, which, being cast
off, produced ulcers, which continued to discharge until the
period of the commencement of the disease. Besides these
precautions, he also took the Ormskirk medicine; and, that

there might be no doubt as to the preparation being genuine,
he went over to Ormskirk and received it from the hands of

Mxr gill, and yery punctually observed oyery direction that
was given him on the occasion.

On Monday the 14th of geptember (about eight weeks after
the pite), he was seized with headach and rigors, and other
symptoms of feverl for which he took an emetic, and afterwards
a sudorific. The next day he Complained of a weight, numb -
ness and uneasiness in the arm affected, with considerable pains
shooting into the neck and back part of the head. Dzr Low,
who attended him, however, apprehensive of the true nature of
the complaint, yet being willing e 100k at it in the most fa-

vourable light, w== disposed t° hope that these paing might be
rheumatic ; and ypopn this principle directed about eight eunces

i

of blood to be taken from the zrm, and a fesv grains of James's

powder, Witha grain ©f opium, ®*° Pe given every six hours.
The blood that was taken exhibited no marks of inflammatory
diathesis. On Wednesday he experienced = difficulty in de-
glutition, especially With respect to fluids, and that in propor-
tion to their degree ©f fluidity. Water, or wine and water,
occasioned the most uneasiness; ale not guite so much; and
he continued to get down jelly and flummery for a considerable
time after he was unable to swallow either of the former. Con-
vulsive motions of the limbs and body mew came on at tines,

and agitated him considerably.
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I saw liim about twelve o'clock on Thursday night. He 5p-
peared collected as to his mind, and perfectly sensible of the
nature Of the complaint; and, looking for a fatal termination as
the necessary consequence, settled his affairs in the most ra-
tional manner. His eyes were hollow and d{ull, his counte-

nance pale, and expressive of great distress. A profuse perspU
ration flowed from the whole bOdy, apparently occasioned },
the violence of the convulsions recurring at intervals, and which
required, at these times, several men to hold him down in bed;
not that he had any inclination to get up, but, from the man-
ner in which he was jffected, he was in danger of being in-
i thrown out ofit. His was about 120 strokes
voluntarily pulse
in a minute, and weak. He said he had so great @ difficulty in
swallowing fluids, that the very thoughts of it occasioned the
most painful sensations. Upon bej_ng asked to describe the
kind of sensation excited, he said it seemed as if there was no
passage, and the attempt gave rise to a heat which extended to
his finger ends. He complained much of faintness, and sense
of want at the stomach (probably arising from his having taken

scarcely any food since Monday), and expressed = wish for a
little gle, which he said he would try t° get down. Upon

bringing some 1in a spoon towards the lips, the muscles about
the mouth were thrown into spasmodic Contractionsl and the

hand a5, for several times as 1t yere, involuntarily repelled
in gpproaching it; at length, seeming te muster yp all his
strength and resolution, he forced the spoon within his lips’
and made an effort to swallow. The fluid gppeared to descend
Ol’lly a part of the way, when it met with some registance, which
forced it back, with a cough. He repeated the trial two or
three times, with the same event; and it appeared to occasion
so much uneasinessl that he never afterwards made any farther

attempt. Fluids did not appear £° be in any Other respect pro-
ductive of disagreeable sensations, except from the gpprehen-
sions of being to try to swallow them, as he put his hand into a
bason of cold water, Observing, at the time’ " I have no dread
of water, you 5°© it does not affect me in the least."

Upon taking a view of the ¢zge, and reflecting that the me-
thods of treatment which had been recommended by different
authors wexe so various, =° gpposite, and had so often failed;
and, when said to be gyccessful, rested their claims upon per-
haps a single instance where the cure might be attributed equal_
]_y to the efforts of nature, we agreed to direct our practice to
the combating that set of symptoms which the disorder then
exhibited, which was evidently that of convulsions and spasms,
and appeared to be of the same class with locked jaw and teta-
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nus; ?the spasm seeming t© e permanent With regpect to the
parts inservient to deglutition, Whilst the convulsive potions,
which extended to the whole system, were of a less fixed nature.

As he was so much exhausted from ingnition, we proposed
giving him two hundred drops of tincture of opium in a glys-
ter of proth, to apply a blister to the whole anterior part of
the throat, and to get down ten grains of musk in the form of
a pill, as he still continued to swallow a little je]_]_y. About
two o'clock on Friday morning he swallowed ten grains of
musk with some difficulty, and said he felt it waxrm in his sto-
mach . but when the other parts of the proposed plan came to
be applied, Pe unexpectedly refused to comply. Having taken
it into his head that persons in his situation were often put to
death, he could not be persuaded but that which we proposed
to do was for this purpose. These ideas had S°.forcibly pos-
sessed him, that, finding i* impossible t© bring him te comply
by sommon means, some hours were lost in attempting to rea-
son him into an jequiescence. But at length perceiving that
the complaint had taken a maniacal turn with respect to his
reasoning o this subject, it was determined to use force in the
application of what was deemed necessary. By this time, how-
ever, the gymptoms ©f approaching dissolution, such as cold
extremities, pulse at the wrist as small as a hair, and rattling
in breathing, had made their

appearances, and he died soon
afterwards.

I have to 3dd, that he never slept from the time of his being
first attacked on Monday; and that, during the whole progress
of the disorder, he was so far from showing any appearances of
a ferocious or mischievous digposition, that he was extremely
fearful lest his attendants Ishould receive any injury, desiring
them, in the intervals of his conpvulsions, te hold him in suck
= way, that, when he had not the command of himself, he might
not ynknowingly bite them ; and particularly requested that the
handkerchiefs with which he wiped his mouth might be burn-
ed, lest the saliva with which they were moistened shouldbe in-
fectious.

For some hours before his death, he occasionally vomited a
brown frothy fluid, wWhich appeared te be the gagtric juice
tinged with the musk he had got down; and however impervi-
ous the 02sophagus w=s £ the healthy act of deglytition, there
appeared no obstacle to the morbid one Oflpassing fluids from
the stomach by Vomiting. But whether this be peculiar to the
disorder, or merely arese =25 = consequence ©f that relaxation
of muscular contraction which occurs a little time before death,

I am unable to determine, as about that peripd he mentioned
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that his urine (gpd other gecretions) came from him involunta-
I'fy! .

I shall now add a few remarksl which
reviewing the case.

1. That it affords another instance of the inefficacy of the
Ormskirk medicine. ©

2. It shows the pecegsity ©F a= early == application == pos-
sible of the means of prevention which are to be used with re-

spect to the parts which have been hitten, since the poison may
be absorbed, and in the course of a few hours conveyed t° such
a distance from the wound as not to be accessible by the most
powerful caustics or drains, and whence even the knife perhaps
would not be able to eradicate it.

3. That the poison appears t© act particularly o= the ner-

vous gystem, occasioning convulsions and spasms very similar
to those which are apt to terminate in locked jaw and tetanus.

4. That a manaical state of the brain is also liable to be in-
duced, which, viewing objects through = disordered medium, is
to be treated with that kind of compulsion which is proper in
in such cases.

5. That the constant use of the cold path, or bathing in the
sea (which has been so much recommended by Dr Mead),
in the interval betwixt the time of receiving the bite and

appear to arise from

may,
the usual perjod F its producing hydrophobia, Pe advantage-
ously employed == = prophylatic; since, by giving = greater
tone to the gygtem, 204 diminishing the irritability of the nex-
vous part of jt, additional power will be acquired to resist the
morbid impressions When they begin te exert their influence,
perhaps sufficient to counteract them altogether.

6. That when, from the peculiarity of the disorder, it is not
practicable t° introduce medicines into the habit by the sto-
mach, such powerful antispasmodics == opium and tobacco ngy,
be given by glyster, which may possibly, by their medical ac-
tion, overpower tHe morbid action which is the cause of the
disease.

What is called the Ormskirk 'Medicine was formerly in high estimation as an
antidote for the bite of rabid gnimals; but it has now fallen ipto, I believe, merit-
ed disuse.



