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Spike protein subunit vaccine, have
also been approved for clinical trials
in China and could soon be available
for emergency use. The next challenge
will be to enhance the communication
between the health-care providers and
the public to overcome the vaccine
hesitancy and make the vaccination
service accessible to all people, the older
and vulnerable people in particular.
Moreover, the production of effective
anti-SARS-CoV-2 drugs and preparation
of sufficient medical resources,
including intensive care units and
teams for severe diseases and training
of grassroots-level health-care workers
capable of last-mile services of disease
control and prevention are on the way.
We believe that China will win the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic in
joint efforts with other members of the
international community in the not too
distant future.
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Violence against health-
care workers in the
Philippines

Filipino health-care workers have
not been immune to the growing
violence and impunity in the
country since President Duterte took
office in 2016. Since 2017, at least
ten doctors have been violently killed
in various regions of the Philippines.
Six were killed in 2017 alone.* In 2020,
Mary Rose Sancelan, a city health officer
in Negros Oriental, and the only doctor
serving in the province’s COVID-19
pandemic response, was shot dead
with her hushand. She was previously
red-tagged by a local anti-communist
vigilante group. In December, 2021,
Raul Andutan, a surgeon and medical
director in Cagayan De Oro, was killed in
broad daylight for a reported bounty of
US$3000.?

Both the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020
and a militarised COVID-19 response
have enabled and exacerbated this
violence. The Alliance of Health
Workers, a local health-care worker
union, was accused of fronting the
Communist Party of the Philippines.
Amid the pandemic, nurses were
evicted for fears of spreading the
virus,* and an ambulance driver
accused of endangering the community
was shot for parking in a residential
area.” The escalation of offences
eventually prompted the creation of
the Mandatory Protection of Health
Workers, Frontliners, and Patients Act.®

The accumulation of such incidents
causes insecurity—real or perceived—
with consequences that are far-
reaching. The absence of security
creates medical deserts, depriving
entire communities of health care, and

causing severe and lasting disruptions
to public health across the archipelago.
The indirect consequences of violence
against health-care workers are thus
diffuse and insidious, but might assume
disastrous proportions.

All forms of harm maliciously inflicted
upon health-care workers are abhorrent
and unacceptable, especially when they
result in the irreversible termination
of a life. Beyond being seen as human
resources, health-care workers deserve
dignity, safety, and security; to only
call them heroes or appeal to their
patriotism is paltry lip service and
simply does not do enough. Although
national and international communities
have condemned these senseless
attacks, very few cases have been
resolved, and even fewer influential
institutions have gone beyond issuing
statements of condemnation. More so,
the enabling environment for health-
care workers to organise themselves to
seek redress for even the most basic of
grievances, much less actively pursue
justice for fallen colleagues, leaves much
to be desired.

We call on our leaders to act with
commensurate urgency in serving
justice for our health-care workers, and
in safeguarding health-care workers
against both explicit and surreptitious
harm. The murder of a life spent in
service of the underserved should be
unsettling, and should lead to concrete
reform, accountability, and justice,
especially by people and institutions in
power. We ask the international health
community for solidarity in support of
this call.
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The Biden
administration’s
unfulfilled promise of
humane border policies

Under Donald Trump’s Migrant
Protection Protocols (MPPs)—
colloquially known as Remain in
Mexico—over 70000 non-Mexican
asylum seekers, mostly from central
America, were forced to await their
asylum hearings in often dangerous
border towns in Mexico. After being
shunted to Tijuana, Mexico, a father
of two was brutally killed there—one
of 1544 MPP victims known to have
been murdered, raped, tortured, or
kidnapped;' 84% of asylum seekers
ejected from the USA under the MPPs
have developed post-traumatic stress
disorder, their ordeal at the border
compounding trauma experienced in
their home countries.?

Joe Biden, as a candidate, vowed
to dismantle the MPPs and Trump’s
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other restrictive immigration policies,
and Biden’s administration terminated
these in June, 2021. However, a Texas
judge reinstated the MPPs, at least
temporarily. Other migrants have
been denied the chance to even make
asylum claims. Since the early days of
the COVID-19 pandemic, an obscure
public health law (Title 42), widely
decried by public health professionals,
has served as the pretext to empower
border agents to expel migrants
without assessing their asylum claims.?
Although the administration plans to
terminate such expulsions—a move
that Republicans and some Democrats
are trying to block in the courts and
Congress*—more stringent application
of the MPPs might take its place.

My (JEM) observations while per-
forming medical examinations in
Matamoros and Reynosa, Mexico,
indicate that the Trump-era suffering
persists. Several patients | examined
had experienced sexual and other
violent assaults while living in the
makeshift encampments, which
sometimes did not have adequate food,
water, and shelter.

The re-imposition of the MPPs and
uncertainty regarding Title 42 signal
the broader difficulty of reversing
punitive immigration policies that,
although exacerbated by Trump, were
promoted by Bill Clinton and solidified
under George W Bush in the wake of the
attacks on Sept 11, 2001. The selective,
racist application of these policies is
highlighted by the welcome accorded
to Ukrainian refugees—a move we
support—even as gravely endangered
refugees of colour are turned away.

Ensconcing humane border policies
that comply with international asylum
law and human rights standards will
require more than merely dismantling
Trump's immigration policies.> Border
enforcement strategies must be re-
envisioned, including changes that
guarantee the right to pursue asylum
claims in a safe environment, and
immigration laws and procedures
reformed to assure fairness and timely
adjudication. The medical community

must document the health harms of
current policies and join in demanding
that the Biden administration
implement policies recognising
(in the words of one-time refugee
Hannah Arendt®) migrants’ right to
have rights.
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Adverse pregnancy
outcomes: biological
essentialism versus
embodied biology

We welcome Jennifer Jardine and
colleagues’ Article' documenting
the ethnic inequities in adverse
pregnancy outcomes, and their
recommendations for systemic
changes to address these inequities.
However, we strongly caution
against theorising that innate
physiological differences between
patients of different race or
ethnicities in the study might be
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