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Abstract: The prevention and treatment of obesity is primary based on the follow-up of a healthy
lifestyle, which includes a healthy diet with an important presence of bioactive compounds such
as polyphenols. For many years, the health benefits of polyphenols have been attributed to their
anti-oxidant capacity as free radical scavengers. More recently it has been described that polyphenols
activate other cell-signaling pathways that are not related to ROS production but rather involved
in metabolic regulation. In this review, we have summarized the current knowledge in this field
by focusing on the metabolic effects of flavonoids. Flavonoids are widely distributed in the plant
kingdom where they are used for growing and defensing. They are structurally characterized by two
benzene rings and a heterocyclic pyrone ring and based on the oxidation and saturation status of the
heterocyclic ring flavonoids are grouped in seven different subclasses. The present work is focused
on describing the molecular mechanisms underlying the metabolic impact of flavonoids in obesity
and obesity-related diseases. We described the effects of each group of flavonoids in liver, white and
brown adipose tissue and central nervous system and the metabolic and signaling pathways involved
on them.

Keywords: non-alcoholic fatty liver disease; obesity; flavonoids; lipid metabolism; metabolic
regulation; adipose tissue; brain

1. Introduction

Overnutrition and unhealthy diets together with physical inactivity cause an impairment in the
metabolic homeostasis that lead to the development of pathologies such as obesity, type 2 diabetes,
cardiovascular diseases (CVD) and more recently this kind of lifestyle has also been linked to
neuroinflammation and neurodegenerative diseases [1–5].

The metabolic syndrome (MetS) is the medical term used to define the concomitance in
an individual of some of the following alterations: hyperglycemia and/or insulin resistance,
arterial hypertension, dyslipidemia and central or abdominal obesity [6]. It is currently one of
the main public health problems worldwide and its incidence increases significantly each year,
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affecting almost 25% of the adult population today and has been directly associated to a greater risk of
suffering from CVD or type 2 diabetes among others [3].

Obesity is one of the most important trigger for many of the other alterations include in the MetS.
Obesity is essentially caused by an imbalance between energy intake and energy expenditure that
initially causes an expansion of the white adipose tissue (WAT) to store the overfeed as triglycerides (TG).
Some evidences indicate that at some point, WAT fails to adequately keep the surplus of nutrients and
together with an insufficient differentiation of new adipocytes lead to an off-WAT accumulation of
lipids in peripheral relevant organs. This ectopic accumulation of lipids causes lipotoxicity that may
be, at least in part, responsible of the metabolic obesity-related metabolic dysfunctions [7]. It seems
obvious that defects in WAT functionality together with peripheral lipotoxicity are the key points
in the onset of metabolic syndrome (MetS) [8]. Looking for a way to restore lipid homeostasis and
reduce lipotoxicity but also to diminish adipose tissue inflammation and macrophage infiltration many
research groups are focused on identifying specific dietary patterns or foods capable to counteract
these effects to finally revert obesity and its comorbidities.

Furthermore, it has been described that long-term hyperglycemia and diabetes complications
induce impairments in the hippocampal synaptic plasticity as well as cognitive deficits [9] and increase
the risk for Alzheimer disease [10,11] and depressive illness [12]. On the other side, diet-induced
hypothalamic inflammation and mitochondrial dysfunction result in the onset and development of
obesity and related metabolic diseases. It has been shown that, in rats, high fat diet (HFD) induces
metabolic inflammation in the central nervous system (CNS), particularity in the hypothalamus [13].

The prevention of MetS and obesity is primary based on the follow-up of a healthy lifestyle,
which includes, among other recommendations, a healthy diet. In this context, the Mediterranean
Diet (DietMEd) has shown beneficial effects on the prevention and treatment of MetS and obesity by
reducing chronic low-grade inflammation, improving endothelial function and reducing cardiovascular
risk [14–16]. The study of Prevention with Mediterranean Diet (Predimed) has shown that high
adherence to this nutritional profile is effective in the primary and secondary prevention of CVD,
diabetes and obesity [17–24]. DietMed is characterized by a high consumption of foods rich in bioactive
compounds such as polyphenols to whose have been attributed a large part of the health effects of this
diet [18,23,25–28].

In this review, we have summarized the current knowledge on the metabolic effects of a specific
group of polyphenols, the flavonoids, and the molecular mechanisms underlying these effects.

Concretely, the main goal of the present work is to describe the molecular mechanisms underlying
the anti-obesity effects of flavonoids in three target organs/tissues: liver, adipose tissues (WAT and
brown adipose tissue (BAT)) and central nervous system (CNS).

We choose a high variety of obesity models, sources and doses of flavonoids to identify the metabolic
and signaling pathways involved in the effects of each subclass of flavonoids (anthocyanins, flavanols,
flavanones, flavonols, isoflavones, flavones and chalcones) in these tissues/organs. Only studies in
humans and experimental approaches whit animal models from the last years have been included,
thus avoiding cell culture experimental approaches except when relevant.

2. Polyphenols and Metabolism

Polyphenols are the most abundant phytochemicals in nature. They are widely distributed
in fruits, vegetables, and highly present in foods like legumes, cocoa, some cereals as well as in some
beverages, such as tea, coffee and wine [29]. Polyphenols are not essential nutrients for humans but
research in nutrition, including epidemiological studies, randomized controlled trials, in vivo and
in vitro assays with animal models and cell lines, has shown that long-term and acute intakes can have
beneficial effects on weight management and chronic diseases such as CVD, obesity, type 2 diabetes,
the onset and development of some cancers and cognitive function [13,30–37].

The effects of polyphenols are directly related to their bioavailability. It is assumed that just
the 5%-10% of the total dietary polyphenol intake is absorbed directly through the stomach and/or
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small intestine, the rest reaches the colon where they are transformed by the microbiota [38–40].
After being absorbed, polyphenols undergo phase I and II metabolism (sulfation, glucuronidation,
methylation, and glycine conjugation) in the liver [29]. Polyphenol metabolites derived from liver
metabolism may interact, among others, with adipose tissue, pancreas, muscle, and liver, where they
exert their bioactivity.

Polyphenols have been divided in two main families: flavonoids and non-flavonoids, that are
subdivided into several subclasses. For many years, the health benefits of polyphenols have been
attributed to their anti-oxidant capacity as free radical scavengers. More recently it has been described
that polyphenols activate other cell-signaling pathways that are not related to ROS production but
rather involved in metabolic regulation [23,41].

Flavonoids

Flavonoids are widely distributed in the plant kingdom when are used for vegetables for growing
and defensing. They are structurally characterized by two benzene rings and a heterocyclic pyrone
ring and based on the oxidation and saturation status of the heterocyclic ring flavonoids are grouped
in seven different subfamilies (Table 1).

Table 1. Flavonoids subclasses: compounds, representative food sources and chemical structures.

Compounds Representative Food
Source Subclass Chemical Structure

Cyanidin
Delphinidin
Malvidin
Peonidin
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Compounds Representative Food
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pigenin
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Luteolin
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Nobiletin
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Flavonoids are abundant in food and beverages highly consumed by human population
including fruits, vegetables, tea, cocoa or wine [42] and in global are the bioactive compounds
more largely associated with a reduced risk of all-cause mortality, type 2 diabetes [43–46], CVD [36,47],
obesity and its comorbidities such as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) [48–50] and more
recently they have been described as potential therapeutic agents against cognitive pathologies such as
Alzheimer’s disease (AD) [42,51,52] or cerebrovascular alterations [47].

The molecular mechanisms underlying the beneficial effects of flavonoids have been widely
studied and, in many cases, involved the activation of the AMP-activated protein kinase (AMPK).
AMPK is a key enzyme for the control of lipid metabolism and adipogenesis. AMPK phosphorylation
and activation promote catabolic processes such as FAO, glucose uptake, or glycolysis as well as
inhibits anabolic pathways such as fatty acid synthesis or gluconeogenesis [53].

3. Anthocyanins

Anthocyanins are natural pigments and are responsible for the red-blue color of several flowers,
fruits (mainly berries and grapes), roots, seeds (beans) but also of some leaves and cereal grains where
they are found in low concentrations. Cyanidin, delphinidin, malvidin and their derivates are the most
commonly studied anthocyanins [29,42,54–56].

Anthocyanins have shown antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties but also positive effects
in obesity and its comorbidities [57–60]. Several studies have demonstrated that the intake of
anthocyanins by itself or of anthocyanins-rich foods such as berries is able to prevent CVD [61],
to reduce body fat accumulation, to improve glucose tolerance/insulin sensitivity, to diminish the levels
of fasting glucose, to control body weight in humans and rodents [57,59,62–72] and to increase energy
expenditure and fatty acid oxidation (FAO) in mice and humans [59,73–76]. Globally, anthocyanins
and anthocyanins-rich foods are able to improve metabolic homeostasis. More recently, anthocyanins
have also revealed promising effects on cognitive function [51,77–79].

Part of the anthocyanins metabolic effects occur by regulating adipogenesis, increasing FAO, lipolysis,
thermogenesis and mitochondrial biogenesis, regulating satiety and reducing lipogenesis in different
tissues and organs and enhancing energy expenditure and body weight progression [74–76,80–83] Dietary
supplementation with anthocyanins improves the lipid profile by favorably controlling the circulating
levels of TG, total cholesterol, LDL-cholesterol and HDL-cholesterol [84].

3.1. Anthocyanins Improve the Metabolic Hemostasis in Obesity: The Liver Response

Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) is characterized by an excessive accumulation of lipids
in the livers. Its onset is closely related to obesity where an imbalance between fatty acids input and
output causes initially a hepatic steatosis that can progress to NAFLD, non-alcoholic steatohepatitis
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(NASH), fibrosis, cirrhosis and in some cases hepatocarcinoma. Anthocyanins and anthocyanins-rich
foods extracts or juices have demonstrated in several studies their ability to reduce the hepatic
content of TG and lipids [85,86] and their capacity to modulate hepatic metabolism to protect against
NAFLD [62,87–89]. Although in most of the published approaches performed with rodent models
of obesity or NAFLD, anthocyanins or anthocyanin-rich fruits or extracts significatively reduced the
hepatic lipid content and ameliorated the hepatic steatosis profile of these animals [88,90–92] some
ineffective approaches have also been described [93–95].

The beneficial effects of anthocyanins in the liver have been linked to the activation of the AMPK,
the upregulation of glycolytic and FAO genes and the downregulation of the gluconeogenic and
lipogenic genes among others [70–72,96,97].

Mulberry anthocyanin extract administration to type 2 diabetic mice increased the activity
of AMPK/peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor gamma coactivator 1 alfa (PGC1α)/p38
mitogen-activated protein kinase (MAPK) and reduced the activity of the acetyl-CoA carboxylase
enzyme (ACC), a rate-limiting enzyme of fatty acid synthesis, and of the mammalian target of rapamycin
(mTOR) that is involved in protein synthesis regulation and insulin signaling [96]. Similar effects were
described in HFD-fed hamsters, where Mulberry water extracts exerted anti-obesity effects by inhibiting
lipogenesis (downregulation of fatty acid synthase (FASN) and 3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl-coenzyme
A (HMG-CoA) reductase) and upregulating PPARα and CPT1A [81]. On its side, honeyberry
(Lonicera caerulea) extract (HBE) also decreased lipid accumulation in the liver of HFD-obese mice.
HBE downregulated the hepatic expression of lipogenic genes such as sterol regulatory element-binding
protein-1 (Srebp-1c), CCAAT/enhancer-binding protein alpha (C/ebpα), Pparγ, and Fasn as well as upregulated
the mRNA and protein levels of CPT1a and PPARα, thus enhancing FAO. As mulberry anthocyanin
extract, HBE treatment also increased the phosphorylation of AMPK and ACC thus activating and
inhibiting these enzymes respectively [98]. On the other hand, in NAFLD-induced rats, blackberry
extracts improved insulin sensitivity and dyslipidemia, ameliorated triglyceride and lipid peroxide
accumulation and suppressed the mRNA expression of genes involved in fatty-acid synthesis (Fasn
and Srebp-1c) [88]. Finally, purple sweet potato reduced the protein levels of FASN and of the cluster of
differentiation 36 (CD36), inactivated the C/EBPβ, restored AMPK activity and increased the protein
levels of CPT1a in livers of HFD-fed mice, thus indicating decreased lipogenesis and fatty acid uptake
and enhanced FAO [62].

Regarding glucose metabolism, protein-bound anthocyanin compounds of purple sweet potato
ameliorate hyperglycemia in obese and diabetic mice by regulating hepatic glucose metabolism.
Anthocyanin compounds of purple sweet potato induced the hepatic protein levels of p-AMPK, glucose
transporter type 2 (GLUT2), insulin receptor α (IRα), glucokinase (GK), as well as the expression
of phosphofructokinase (Pfk) and pyruvate kinase (Pk), while gluconeogenic genes, glucose-6-phosphatase
(G6Pase) and phosphoenolpyruvate carboxykinase (Pepck) were downregulated [99]. Further, Saskatoon
berry normalized liver expression of Gk and glycogen phosphorylase and increased G6Ppase in diet-induced
MetS rats, thus suggesting that Saskatoon berry regulated glycolysis, gluconeogenesis and glycogenesis
to improve MetS [100].

Although most of the experimental approaches have been done using anthocyanins-rich extracts,
pure compounds have been also analyzed. Cyanidin-3-glucoside (C3G) administration to C57BL/6J
obese mice fed a HFD and db/db mice diminished the triglyceride hepatic content and steatosis [73,101],
through the blockade of the c-Jun N-terminal kinase activation (JNK) and the promotion of
the phosphorylation and nuclear exclusion of the transcription factor Forkhead box protein O1
(FoxO1) [101].

All these data confirm the impact of anthocyanins and even in a more significative way of
the anthocyanin-rich foods on metabolism. These effects can be added to their anti-inflammatory,
antiapoptotic, pro-autophagic and antioxidant properties in steatotic livers [59,62,102–104].
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3.2. Anthocyanins in Adipose Tissue: The Activation of BAT and the Browning of WAT

The impairment of adipose tissue function is strongly associated with the development of obesity
and insulin resistance (IR). The activation of BAT and the browning in WAT are considered potential
strategies to counteract the metabolic alterations linked to the obese phenotype. Both actions are
mechanisms to increase the energy expenditure (EE) through the induction of lipolysis, FAO and
thermogenesis and consequently efficient ways to reduce the ectopic lipid accumulation and the
lipotoxicity [105–108].

Part of the beneficial effects of anthocyanins on diet-induced obesity are due to their impact
on adipose depots. Anthocyanidins regulate lipolysis, FAO, lipogenesis and adipose tissue
development [76,109–111]. They affected the adipokines secretion [112], modified the adipocytes-gene
expression [33,113,114]. Moreover, anthocyanins are able to improve WAT functionality, to induce
browning in WAT [33,57,82,115] or to increase the BAT mass or its activity [57,109,115], thus regulating
energy expenditure [59,73]. Moreover, in WAT, anthocyanins ameliorate the obesity-associated
inflammation [57,59,116].

In WAT, an anthocyanin-rich bilberry extract ameliorated hyperglycemia and insulin sensitivity
through the activation of AMPK that resulted in an increase of the glucose transporter 4 (GLUT4) [72].
On its side, C3G-enriched Aronia melanocarpa extract reduced food intake and WAT weight in HFD-fed
mice but also suppressed adipogenesis. These animals showed a downregulating in the expression
levels of C/ebpα, Srebp1c, Acc, ATP-citrate lyase, Pgc1α, Fasn, and adipocyte protein 2 (Ap2) as well
as in the circulating levels of leptin [111]. In the same way, in HFD-induced obese mice model,
the dietary supplementation with maqui (Aristotelia chilensis) improved the body weight gain and
glucose metabolism at least in part by modifying the expression of the carbohydrate responsive element
binding protein β (Chrebpβ), the fibroblast growth factor 21 (Fgf21) and adiponectin as well as of the lipogenic
and FAO genes [82]. Globally, the maqui supplementation induced the browning of the subcutaneous
WAT (scWAT) [82].

The induction of browning is a common phenotype in obese rodent models treated with
anthocyanins or anthocyanins-rich foods. The thermogenic and mitochondrial markers were also
increased in the inguinal WAT (iWAT) of high fat-high fructose (HF/HFD)-fed mice treated with C3G,
thus indicating the browning of this adipose tissue depot and suggesting an increased heat production
and energy expenditure (EE) [117]. In db/db mice, C3G and vanillic acid exerted similar effects:
increased EE, limited weight gain and upregulated expression of Ucp1 and other thermogenic and
mitochondrial markers, thus indicating the induction of brown-like adipocytes development in the
scWAT [73] or iWAT [115]. Freeze dried raspberry decreased WAT hypertrophy induced by HFD and
promoted the browning of WAT as it is showed by a higher expression of beige markers such as Ucp1,
PR-Domain zinc finger protein 16 (Prdm16), Cytochrome C, Cell death inducing DFFA like effector A (Cidea),
and Fatty acid elongase 3(Elovl3), elevated levels of PGC-1α and Fibronectin type III domain-containing
protein 5 (FNDC5)/irisin, and an activation of the AMPK/Sirtuin 1 (SIRT1) pathway [33]. AMPK and
Sirt1 are important sensors of the energy status that together with PGC-1α regulate energy homeostasis
and stimulate FNDC5/irisin expression, thus inducing beige adipogenesis [118]. The regulation of
adipogenesis through the AMPK/SIRT1 pathway has also been described in HFD fed mice treated with
maize extract rich in ferulic acid and anthocyanins [119].

In WAT, anthocyanins and anthocyanin-rich foods also improve the inflammatory profile.
The administration of a black soybean testa extracts (BBT) to diet-induced obese mice decreased
fat accumulation, and the expression of Acc and C/ebpα and increased the levels of lipolysis
proteins such as lipoprotein lipase (LPL), hormone-sensitive lipase (HSL) in mesenteric fat but
also showed anti-inflammatory effects [109]. Similar effects were observed in humans where the
administration of BBT to overweight or obese individuals decreased the abdominal fat measured as
waist and hip circumference and improved the lipid profile [110]. The anti-inflammatory effects have
been also achieved with sweet cherry anthocyanins and blueberry (Vaccinium ashei) anthocyanins.
These anthocyanins reduced the body weight gain, the size of adipocytes and the leptin secretion
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in HFD-fed mice but also expression of Il-6 and Tnfa genes, thus indicating an amelioration of the
deleterious effects of a HFD [114,120].

Besides their effects on WAT, anthocyanins and anthocyanins-rich food also impact on BAT where
they promote its activity. In high fructose/HFD-fed animals, besides inducing the browning of WAT,
C3G attenuated the development of obesity by promoting the tremorgenic capacity of BAT. C3G
upregulated the expression of thermogenic markers such as Ucp1, induced the mitochondrial biogenesis
and function and finally increased the EE [117]. In db/db mice, C3G and vanillic improved cold
tolerance and enhanced BAT activity and induced mitochondrial biogenesis. In BAT, anthocyanin and
anthocyanin-rich foods upregulated the expression of thermogenic markers (Ucp1, Prdm16, Cidea . . . ),
lipid metabolism (Cpt1a, Hsl, adipose triglyceride lipase (Atgl)), mitochondrial markers (mitochondrial
transcription factor A (Tfam), Nuclear Respiratory Factor 1 and 2 (Nrf1 and Nrf2) . . . ) and transcriptional
regulators or coactivators of these processes (Pparα, Pgc1β, Pgc1α . . . ) [73,115].

3.3. In the Central Nervous System (CNS) Anthocyanins Have Been Related to Neuroprotective Effects as Well
as in Feeding Behavior

The neuroprotective activity of anthocyanins has been widely evidenced in several epidemiological
studies and their potential for the prevention of many neurodegenerative diseases such as Parkinson’s
disease (PD) and Alzheimer’s disease (AD) has been suggested [77,78]. The neuroprotective effects
of anthocyanins and C3G correlate with the regulation of molecules upstream of nitric oxide
(NO) production, neuroinflammatory response and oxidative stress [79,121–123].

It has been demonstrated that C3G and malvidin 3-O-glucoside (M3G) inhibited the
hyperphosphorylation of Tau protein in Alzheimer’s disease [124] and berries supplementation have
shown neurocognitive benefits in older adults at risk for dementia with mild cognitive impairment [125].
Recent studies highlighted an anti-depressive effect of a maqui-berry extract in a mouse model of a
post-stroke depression. In this case the maqui effects were associated to its antioxidant capacity [126].
Otherwise, anthocyanins extracted from dried fruits of Lycium ruthenicum Murr have demonstrated a
protective role in cerebral ischemia/reperfusion injury in rats [127] by inhibiting cell apoptosis and
reducing edema and inflammation.

Besides their role in neuroprotection, anthocyanins modulate the feeding behavior. In rats,
anthocyanins from black soybean increase the expression of the gamma-aminobutyric acid B1 receptor
(GABAB1R) and decrease the expression of neuropeptide Y (NPY) in the hypothalamus, thus modulating
the food intake behavior/body weight control. The upregulation of GABABR1 is followed by a decrease
of the activated protein kinase A (PKA) and the phosphorylated cAMP-response element binding
protein (CREB), both located downstream of GABAR1 [83]. In a similar way, the administration of an
anthocyanin-rich black soybean testa (Glycine max (L.) Merr.) to diet-induced obese mice decreased
food intake [109].

4. Flavanols

Flavanols are present in cocoa, tea, red wine, beer and several fruits such as grapes,
apricots, apples where they are responsible for their astringency [128]. Flavanols exist as
monomers named catechins or as polymers named proanthocyanins. The monomeric forms
include: catechin (−)-epicatechin (EC), (−)-epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG), (−)-epigallocatechin (EGC),
and (−)-epicatechin gallate (ECG). The proanthocyanins, also known as tannins, are more complex
structures (dimers, oligomers, and polymers of catechins) and can be transformed to anthocyanins [29].
Like other flavonoids, flavanols are absorbed between the small intestine and the colon depending on
their physicochemical properties and structure [129].

Flavanols possess a health claim related to their role in maintaining the elasticity of blood vessels
that was approved in 2014 by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) [130].

In humans and animal models, flavanols or flavanols-rich foods (mainly, cocoa or tea derivates)
have demonstrated the ability to reduce body weight, decrease waist circumference and fat percentages,
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improve glucose metabolism in individuals with type 2 diabetes, obesity or MetS and increase energy
expenditure [75,131–139]. One of the most described molecular mechanism underlying theses effects
are the activation of the AMPK enzyme [140].

Due to the high amount of publications including flavanols and metabolism we just included a
representative group of the most recently published and the ones that deepen more on the molecular
mechanisms underlying the beneficial effects of flavanols.

4.1. Flavanols Improve Hepatic Steatosis and Glucose/Lipid Metabolism in Obesity Models

In humans and several rodent models of obesity, flavanols have been able to improve blood lipid
profile and protect liver from excessive fat deposition and hepatic steatosis [136,141–146]. These effects
have been related mostly with an activation of the AMPK and the protein kinase B (PKB/Akt)
pathways that finally lead to the suppression of lipogenesis by modulating the expression of Srebp1c,
cAMP-response element-binding protein regulated transcription coactivator 2 (Crtc2), and stearyl coenzyme A
dehydrogenase-1 (Scdh1) or the activity of ACC, the inhibition of gluconeogenesis by affecting the levels
of PepcK and G6pase and the increment of FAO by increasing the Cpt1a levels. Moreover, flavanols
are able to improve cholesterol homeostasis through the regulation of several enzymes from the
cholesterol synthesis and bile acids metabolism apart from the modulation of the mRNA expression of
apolipoprotein B100 and ATP-binding cassette transporter A1. Most of the approaches included have
been done using tea extracts or cocoa flavanols but other extracts with a more diverse composition of
flavonoids have been also described in this section [137,143,147–151].

Theabrownin from Pu-erh tea in combination with swinging improved serum lipid profile and
prevent development of obesity and insulin resistance in rats fed a high-fat-sugar-salt diet and subjected
to a 30-min daily swinging. A transcriptomic analysis in the liver indicated that theabrownin together
with exercise activated circadian rhythm, PKA, AMPK, and insulin signaling pathway, increased
the levels of cAMP and accelerated the consumption of sugar and fat [142]. Similar results were
obtained with HFD-fed mice supplemented with Yunkang green tea and subjected to treadmill
exercise. These animals showed a reduction in the body weight gain and liver weight, a lower level of
blood glucose, serum total cholesterol (TC), TG, insulin and ALT and an improvement in the fatty liver
and hepatic pro-inflammatory profile compared to HFD group. Supplemented and exercised-animals
showed a downregulation of the lipid synthesis genes (Srebp1c, Fasn, Acc), and an improvement of the
hepatic insulin signaling [143].

Furthermore, in obese Zucker rats fed with a HFD and treated with green tea polyphenols
a significant reduction on fasting insulin, glucose and lipids and an improvement of the NAFLD
were observed. Livers of treated rats had lower levels of alanine aminotransferase (ALT) and aspartate
aminotransferase (AST), of inflammatory markers and of TG content and exhibited less lipid droplets.
These improvements have been related to an activation of the AMPK pathway and the inhibition
of the hepatic lipogenesis (higher levels of the inactive p-ACC and lower levels of SREBP1c) [152].
These effects on lipid metabolism were also observed after the administration of Benifuuki (a tea that
contains methylated catechins such as epigallocatechin-3-O-(3-O-methyl) gallate (EGCG3′’Me) to high
fat/high sucrose diet-fed mice. Benifuuki treatment lowered the levels of TG and NEFA in serum and
liver and reduced the expression of hepatic lipogenic genes (Srebp-1c, Acc1, Fasn and Stearoyl-CoA
desaturase 1(Scd1)) [153]. In parallel the use of Euterpe oleracea Mart.-derived polyphenols, known by
the popular name of açai and rich in catechin and polymeric proanthocyanins, when administered to
HFD-fed mice [154] or a pistachio-diet supplementation to diet-induce obese mice exhibited similar
impact on lipid metabolism and gene expression modulation [150].

Finally, Oliogonol, a flavanol-rich lychee fruit extract, significantly reduced hepatic lipid content
(less lipid droplets and ballooning by downregulating the Pparγ and, Srebp1c mRNA levels [155]
probably via the inhibition of the mTOR activity promoted by the activation of the AMPK enzyme [156].
Moreover, oligonol improved hepatic insulin sensitivity by reducing the phosphorylation of glycogen
synthase kinase 3a (GSK3a) and the phosphatase and tension homologue (PTEN) in HFD-induced
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obese mice [155] as well as inhibiting the mTOR/S6K cascade. The activation of the mTOR/S6K
phosphorylates and desensitizes the insulin receptor substrate 1 (IRS1) [157]. In a similar way,
GC-(4→8)-GCG, a proanthocyanidin dimer from Camellia ptilophylla improved hepatic steatosis and
hyperlipidemia in HFD-induced obese mice [158].

Besides on hepatic lipogenesis, tea extracts also impact in FAO. The administration of tea water
extracts from green tea, yellow tea, white tea, black tea, raw pu-erh tea and oolong tea decreased TG and
total cholesterol levels in serum and liver as well as the hepatic lipid content. Supplemented animals
displayed less lipid droplets, the activation of the AMPK and the upregulation of the Cpt1a together
with the inhibition of the FASN enzyme. These treatments also reduced the inflammation profile linked
to HFD [149]. Similar results were obtained with grape seed procyanidin B2 (GSPB2) and a polyphenol
extract from Solanum nigrum that contains among other different catechins. In db/db mice, GSPB2
decreased body weight and improved the lipid profile in serum (TG, total cholesterol and free fatty
acids (FFA)) but also reduced hepatic lipid droplets and TG accumulation. The proposed mechanism
implied the AMPK activation, the ACC phosphorylation and Cpt1a overexpression, thus inhibiting FA
synthesis and increasing FAO [159]. In a similar way, the Solanum nigrum polyphenol extract inhibited
lipogenesis and enhanced FAO (upregulation of Cpt1a and Pparα) through the AMPK cascade [151].

In different animal models of obesity and insulin resistance, EGCG has shown the capacity
to improve glucose homeostasis, to inhibit gluconeogenesis, FA and cholesterol synthesis and to
increase FAO [147,148]. In HFD and STZ-induced type 2 diabetes, EGCG downregulated Pepck and
G6Pase and inhibited SREBP1c, FASN and ACC1. The mechanism underlying these effects is not
yet well understood but it has been suggested that EGCG would activate the PXR/CAR-mediated
phase II metabolism that through a direct or indirect mechanism would suppress gluconeogenesis
and lipogenesis [147]. Moreover, in HFD Wistar rats, EGCG diminished the liver weight, the hepatic
hyperlipidemia, animals showed less lipid droplets, reduced serum levels of ALT and AST, TG,
total cholesterol and better profile of LDL/HDL but also an ameliorated oxidative stress. In this case,
EGCG activated SIRT1, FoXO1 and regulate SREBP2 activity to suppress hepatic cholesterol synthesis.
These data point out the downregulation of SREBP2 expression under the SIRT1/FOXO1 signaling
pathway as a mechanism to reduce the cholesterol content [148]. Furthermore, EGCG also decreased
bile acid reabsorption, which decreased the intestinal absorption of lipids [160]. In the same way,
EC administered to a high-fat high cholesterol diet rats reduced serum levels of total cholesterol,
LDL and TG while increased HDL [161]. Moreover, EC intake also reduced serum levels of ALT and
AST enzymes, the lipid peroxidation and the pro-inflammatory cytokines levels, thus indicating an
improvement in the liver functionality. The proposed mechanism of EC included the downregulation
of the nuclear receptor liver-X-receptor (LXR), the FASN enzyme and the SIRT1 protein but also the
blockade of the Insig-1-SREBP-SCAP pathway that drives the SREBP2 maturation [161].

4.2. Flavanols in Adipose Tissue: Less Adiposity and More Energy Expenditure: The Browning Effect

In humans, some studies described the capacity of green tea to reduce body weight and abdominal
fat accumulation [162,163], influence on the body fat mass index, waist circumference, total fat mass and
energy expenditure through the induction of browning or BAT activity [164–166] but also to regulate
ghrelin secretion and adiponectin levels, to control appetite and decrease nutrient absorption [135,167].

In rodents, the administration of grape seed-derived proanthocyanins to Wistar rats reduced
the body weight by limiting food intake and activating EE in scWAT [168] and it has been widely
described that in rodent models of obesity, flavanols are able to affect the lipid metabolism of WAT
and BAT. Global effects of flavanols in adipose tissues lead to a decrease in adiposity, specially of the
WAT depots and in adipocyte size by reducing adipogenesis, the release of adipokines such as leptin
and resistin, the modulation of lipid metabolism and the induction of browning [153,155,158,169–174].
In BAT, flavanols caused the activation of thermogenesis and FAO [172–176].

As has been mentioned before, in WAT, flavanols modified lipid metabolism. EGCG reduced
the expression of genes related with de novo lipogenesis (Acc1, Fasn, Scd1, C/ebpβ, Pparγ and Srebp1c),
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increased the expression of genes involved in lipolysis (Hsl) and lipid oxidization (Pparα, Acetyl-CoA
oxidase (Acox)2, and medium-chain acyl-CoA dehydrogenase (Mcad)) in epididymal (eWAT) and
scWAT and highly upregulated the expression of delta-9 desaturase, the enzyme responsible to convert
saturated fatty acids to monounsaturated [177]. The activation of the AMPK in HFD-EGGC-treated
mice indicated that at least in part the changes in lipid metabolism observed were due to the AMPK
phosphorylation [177]. In scWAT, although EGCG increased lipolysis (Hsl) and FAO (Cpt1a) [168,178],
some lipogenic genes (Acc1, Fasn, Scd1, Pparγ, and Srebp1) has been detected upregulated at the mRNA
level but no at protein level [178]. These data suggested that EGCG might have different effects in
scWAT and eWAT. Finally, pistachio-diet supplementation to diet-induce obese mice also ameliorated
the HFD-induced expression of Srebp1c, Pparγ, and Fatp [150].

Besides its effects in the liver, the GC-(4→8)-GCG inhibited the expansion of all WAT depots
in HFD fed mice. Adipocytes from eWAT were smaller and some of the main adipocyte-associated
transcription markers were downregulated (Srebp1c, C/ebpα and Pparγ), thus indicating a better
WAT functionality [158]. The GC-(4→8)-GCG-supplemented mice showed an upregulation of the
adiponectin and a downregulation of the leptin mRNA levels as well as an improved inflammatory
profile with less macrophage infiltration [158].

Regarding the browning effect of flavanols it has been published that EC increased mitochondrial
biogenesis, fatty acid metabolism and upregulated the expression of BAT-specific markers (Prdm16, Dio2,
Ucp1 and Ucp2) in WAT in a way that depends on phosphorylation and deacetylation cascades [170].
The authors demonstrated that EC supplementation upregulated the mitochondrial related proteins
p-SIRT1, SIRT1, SIRT3, PGC1α, PPARγ, TFAM, NRF1, NRF2, complex II, IV and V and mitofilin [170].
In a similar way, a polyphenolic extract from green tea leaves (GTE) ameliorated the body weight
gain caused by a HFD with no changes in calorie intake but reducing the adiposity and the adipocyte
size in WAT and BAT. GTE supplementation induced BAT markers in scWAT (higher mRNA levels
of Pgc1α, Cbp/p300-interacting transactivator 1 (Cited1) and Prdm16 and of UCP1 protein) and reduced
HFD-induced whitening in BAT (lower expression of adipogenic markers C/ebpα and Ap2 and
upregulation of Pgc1α and vascular endothelial growth factor-A(165) (Vegfa165)) [171]. These animals
also showed an improvement in the inflammatory profile in scWAT and BAT. Finally, a Grape pomace
extract (GPE) showed the capacity to induce browning (upregulation of Pgc1α, Pparγ, Prdm16 and
Ucp1) in the eWAT of HFD-fed rats [179,180].

Besides tea extracts also cacao components are able to induce browning and BAT activation.
Concretely, theobromine alleviated diet-induced obesity in mice by inducing a brown-like phenotype
in the iWAT and activated lipolysis and thermogenesis in BAT. In HFD fed mice theobromine inhibited
phosphodiesterase-4 (PDE4D) activity in adipose tissue, thus increasing β3-adrenergic receptor (AR)
signaling pathway and EE [172]. The inhibition of PDE increases the cellular levels of cAMP levels
thus activating the β-AR cascade and finally PKA and UCP1 activity [181].

The capacity of flavanols on activating BAT has been described even with a single dose of a flavanol
mixture that included catechins and B type procyanidins or by administering individual components
by itself [182]. In these animals, Ucp1 mRNA expression in BAT and levels of catecholamines in
plasma were significantly increased via SNS stimulation but with varying efficacy depending on
the stereochemical structure of flavanols [182]. It should be noted that prolonged ingestion of
a catechin-rich beverage increased the BAT density with a decrease in extramyocellular lipids in
humans [183]. EGCG-supplemented diet-induced obese mice exhibited higher body temperature and
more mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) content in BAT together with an upregulation of the genes related
to fatty acid metabolism, thermogenesis and mitochondrial biogenesis (Ucp1, Ucp2, Prdm16, Cpt1β,
Pgc-1α, Nrf1, and Tfam) [184,185] and a downregulation of Acc. These effects have been related to an
increased activity of the AMPK in BAT [184].

Thermogenesis can also be induced by a polyphenol-rich green tea extract (PGTE) through a
mechanism that depends on adiponectin signaling. The treatment with this extract reversed part
of the obesity phenotype in WT mice but no in adiponectin KO mice (AdipoKO). PGTE treatment
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increased EE, BAT thermogenesis, and promoted browning phenotype in the scWAT of WT mice but
these effects were blunted in AdipoKO mice [176].

Some data regarding BAT activation by catechins in humans have also described. Different
approaches have been done to demonstrate the effects of green tea extract and caffeine over
thermogenesis and body weight [186,187]. Short- and long-term effects have been studied with
different results and effectiveness but suggesting that catechins and caffeine may act synergistically to
control body weight and induce thermogenesis [175,188]. It has been proposed that the thermogenic
response to green tea extracts or its components would be mediated, in BAT, by the direct stimulation
of the β-adrenergic receptor (β-AR) cascade through the inhibition of the enzyme catechol-O-methyl
transferase (COMT), which degrades catecholamines. On its side, caffeine inhibited PDE, thus inducing
a sustained activation of the PKA and its downstream cascade [175].

4.3. Flavanols Consumption Induces Energy Expenditure in Peripheral Organs through the Sympathetic
Nervous System Activation

Part of the anti-obesity effects of flavanols have been also related to their influence on sympathetic
nervous system (SNS) activity. The SNS activation by green tea catechins (GTC) has been associated
to their capacity to inhibit COMT. The inhibition of COMT leads to a prolonged activation of the
sympathetically-response and of the β-adrenergic cascade that produces cAMP and the activation of
the PKA. Caffeine, in turn, is able to inhibit the PDE activity which drives to a sustained activation
of the PKA and its downstream response [175]. Then, both effects act synergistically to increase EE,
lipolysis and FAO as has been described in the above sections. Some other mechanisms to describe
the anti-obesity effects of flavanols include the modulation of food intake. It has been demonstrated
that grape-seed proanthocyanins extract (GSPE) reduced food intake in rats fed a cafeteria diet.
These animals showed an activation of the STAT3 protein which upregulated the pro-opiomelanocortin
(Pomc) expression, thus improving the leptin resistance [189].

Moreover, GSPE supplementation reduced the neuroinflammation and increased the expression of
SIRT1 [189]. Flavanols has been described as active molecules against diet-induced neuroinflammation.
The induction of neuroinflammation and cognitive impairment in rats by feeding them with a high
salt and cholesterol diet (HSCD) could be in part reversed by the treatment with different doses of an
enriched-tannins fraction of the Indian fruit Emblica officinalis. Treatment with this tannin-enriched
gooseberry reversed the HSCD-induced behavioral and memory disturbances, neuronal cell death and
reduced the levels of cognitive impairment markers. [190]. In the same way, it has been published that,
in mice, EGCG attenuated the neuronal damage and insulin resistance caused by a high fat/high fructose
diet (HF/HFD). In this case, EGCG upregulated the IRS-1/AKT and the extracellular-signal-regulated
kinase (ERK)/CREB/Brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF) signaling pathways. In longer nutritional
interventions with the HF/HFD, EGCG was capable to inhibit the MAPK and NF-κB pathways, as well
as the expression of inflammatory mediators, such as TNF-α to reverse the neuroinflammation [191].
Similar results were obtained with EGCG-HFD dietary supplementation. The authors demonstrated
that EGCG ameliorated the HFD-induced obesity in part by attenuating hypothalamic inflammation
through the inhibition of NF-kB and Signal transducer and activator of transcription 3 (STAT3)
phosphorylation, as well as the expression and release of inflammatory cytokines, such as TNF-a, IL-6,
and IL-1b [185].

Finally, EGCG alleviated part of the cognitive deficits in a mixed model of familial Alzheimer’s
disease (AD) and type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM). The AD mice model APP/PS1 fed with a HFD
showed an improvement in peripheral parameters such as insulin sensitivity but also in central memory
deficits when treated with EGCG. Synaptic markers and CREB phosphorylation were increased because
of an amelioration in the unfolded protein response (UPR) activity via a downregulation of the
activation factor 4 (ATF4) levels. Moreover, EGCG decreased brain amyloid β (Aβ) production and
plaque burden by increasing the levels of α-secretase (ADAM10) and reduced the neuroinflammation
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in these animals [192]. Finally, green tea extracts can modulate the redox status of the CNS in obese
and lean rats [193].

5. Flavanones

Flavanones are a subfamily of flavonoids widely distributed in citrus fruits such as grape,
tomatoes, and oranges and are the responsible of the bitter taste of their peel and of their juice.
As other flavonoids, flavanones show strong health benefits due to its antioxidant activity but
also exhibit antiviral, antimicrobial, antiatherogenic, anti-inflammatory antidiabetic and anti-obesity
properties [45,48,75,194,195]. Flavanones are mainly found as aglycones or as glycosylated
derivatives [196]. The most studied flavanones are hesperidin, naringenin but also eriodyctiol,
isosakuranetin and taxifolin.

Hesperidin and its aglycone, hesperetin are found in citrus fruits, such as limes and
lemons, tomatoes and cherries and have demonstrated antidiabetic, neuroprotective, antiallergic,
anti-inflammatory anticarcinogenic besides their well-established antioxidant capacity [45,197]
Naringenin and its aglycone naringin are found to be more abundant in citrus fruits such as
grapefruit orange, lemon but also in tomatoes. Naringenin and derivates have been associated with
beneficial effects in cardiovascular diseases, osteoporosis, cancer and have showed anti-inflammatory,
antiatherogenic, lipid-lowering, neuroprotective, nephroprotective, hepatoprotective and antidiabetic
properties [198,199].

5.1. Flavanones-Dietary Supplementation Ameliorates the NAFLD in Humans

Frequently, liver diseases are initiated by oxidative stress, inflammation and lipid accumulation
that lead to an excessive production of extracellular matrix followed by a progression to fibrosis,
cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma [200]. In the last years, several studies have demonstrated the
capacity of different flavanones to ameliorate liver diseases.

To analyze the positives effects of flavanones in liver different approaches have been used.
Some authors worked with hepatic chemical-induced damage being the most used the streptozotocin
injection to mice or rats [199,201]. Other authors induced liver damage with diet [199] or worked
with genetically obese models. Although flavanones demonstrated positive effects in the different
approaches, in this review we focused on the experimental approaches where the liver disease has
been induced by diet or where genetically obese-models has been used. Experiments with naringenin,
hesperidin and eriodyctiol has been done to evaluate the impact of this flavanones’ consumption in
NAFLD or liver steatosis.

Naringenin has showed the capacity to restore the activities of liver hexokinase, PK, G6Pase and
Fructose 1,6-bisphosphatase from rats fed a high fructose diet to levels similar to healthy non-diabetic
animals [202]. In this animal model, naringenin also enhanced liver protein tyrosine kinase (PTK),
while reduced protein tyrosine phosphatase (PTP) activity [202]. In addition, administration of
naringenin to HF/HSD-fed rats increased the protein levels of PPARα, CPT1a and UCP2 [203]. In a
similar way, naringenin increased FAO and the AMPK activity in HFD fed mice where ameliorated the
metabolic alterations caused by diet [204]. Similar results were obtained in high-fat/high-cholesterol
(HFHC) fed Ldlr -/- mice. In lean Ldlr -/- mice, naringenin induced weight loss and reduce calorie intake,
enhanced EE and increased hepatic FAO by upregulating Pgc1α, Cpt1a and Hsl, thus indicating that
naringenin is also effective in non-obese models [195]. In HFD fed Ldlr -/-, naringenin increased FAO
and reduced lipogenesis. Hepatic Srebp1c and Acox1 mRNA levels were downregulated, while Fgf21,
Pgc1α, and Cpt1a were upregulated by naringenin [205]. Later on, it was published that naringenin
prevented obesity, hepatic steatosis, and glucose intolerance in an FGF21-independent way [206].
More recently, it has been described that in obese-mice naringin decreased hepatic liver content (TG
and total cholesterol) and activated the AMPK enzyme resulting in reduced expression and protein
levels of liver SREBP1C, SREBP2, but increased LDLR. Moreover, these mice showed reduced plasma
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levels of proprotein convertase subtilisin/kexin type 9 (PCSK9), leptin, insulin, and LDL-C compared
to obese non-treated mice [207].

Besides naringenin, naringin and hesperidin effects in liver have also been evaluated. Hesperidin
and naringin supplementation in db/db and ob/ob mice regulated hepatic gluconeogenesis and glycolysis,
as well as lipid metabolism [208]. Hesperidin stimulated PPARγ, increased the hepatic GK activity
and glycogen concentration and reduced the hepatic levels of Glut2 as well as increased the expression
of Glut4 in WAT [46,208,209]. Moreover, hesperidin prevented hepatic steatosis in western diet-fed rats
by preventing the upregulation of lipogenesis-related genes Srebf1, and Scd1 caused by Western diet
and the downregulation of Pparα and Cpt1a expression and CPT1a protein levels [210]. Most of these
effects were blunted when hesperidin is combined with capsaicin [210].

In diet-induced obese mice treated with neohesperidin the expression and secretion of FGF21
and the activity of the AMPK/SIRT1/PGC-1α axis were improved [211]. Treatment with neohesperidin
improved the steatotic state (less and smaller lipid droplets), reversed the downregulation of hepatic
Pparα levels while increased the levels of the hepatic Fgf21 expression and its plasma levels. Finally,
neohesperidin treatment phosphorylated AMPK, resulting in a rise of the HFD-downregulated proteins
SIRT1 and PGC1α [211]. On its side, eriodyctiol has also demonstrated effects on diet-induced obesity.
Diet-induced obese mice supplemented with eriodyctiol showed a reduction of hepatic TG, fatty acids
and the size and number of lipid droplets accompanied with an increased fecal excretion of cholesterol
and fatty acids [212]. It is worth to mention that eriodyctiol decreased the enzymatic activity of malic
enzyme (ME), FASN, phosphatide phosphohydrolase (PAP) and downregulated the expression of
Srepb1c, Acc and Fasn [212]. These data indicate that eriodyctiol improved the hepatic steatosis caused
by a HFD by decreasing hepatic lipogenesis and increasing the hepatic FAO. On the other hand,
alpinetin, an O-methylated flavanone, improved HFD-induced NAFLD via ameliorating oxidative
stress, inflammatory response and lipid metabolism. Alpinetin decreased Scd1, Fasn, Srebp1c, Lxrα,
Elovl2 and Irs1 expressions, and increased PPARα levels [213].

In humans a randomized placebo-controlled, double-blind clinical trial with NAFLD patients
shown the effect of hesperidin supplementation [214]. Patients who follow healthy lifestyle habits and
supplemented their diet with hesperidin have a significant reduction of ALT, glutamyl-transferase,
total cholesterol, hepatic steatosis, C reactive protein and TNFα, proving the scope of hesperidin [214].
One of the possible mechanisms underlying the effects of flavanones on metabolism goes through the
FGF21 and AMPK/Sirt1/PGC1α signaling axis.

5.2. Flavanones Induce Browning in Adipose Tissue

As other flavonoids, flavanones can also modulate lipid metabolism in adipose tissue as well as
induce browning in WAT, and activate in BAT [166] as well as reduce the characteristic obese-macrophage
infiltration in adipose tissue [215].

In HFD fed mice, hesperetin supplementation on its side showed metabolic health effects in
adipose tissue, concretely is able to reduce mesenteric adipose weight and decrease leptin levels [216].
In this case, lipid metabolism was not changed nor in liver nor in WAT. On the other hand, a characteristic
of obesity is the recruitment of immune cells by adipose tissue that leads to metabolic disorders such
as insulin resistance. In a short-term HFD mice model, naringenin can suppress neutrophil and
macrophage infiltration into adipose tissue [215]. Concretely it can inhibit the expression of several
chemokines like MCP-1 and MCP-3 [217]. Eriodyctiol (ED) supplementation on its side lowered the
adiposity in diet-induced obese mice by regulating gene expression. ED-supplemented mice showed
reduced weight of all the WAT depots but also a downregulated expression of adipocyte genes involved
in lipid uptake (Cd36, and Lpl) and lipogenesis (Srebp1, Acc, and Scd1), an upregulation of the Ucp1,
with no changes in FAO genes such as Adrb3, Cpt2, Pgc1α, Pgc1β, and Cox8b genes [212].

Another beneficial effect of flavanones in adipose tissue is related to EE and thermogenesis.
It has been demonstrated that in human white adipocytes and in scWAT a treatment with naringenin
increased the expression of genes associated with thermogenesis and FAO, including Atgl and Ucp1 as
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well as Pgc1α and Pgc1β that can mediate the PPARδ-dependent transcriptional responses involved in
mitochondrial biogenesis and uncoupling phenotype. Moreover, naringenin administration increased
the expression of insulin sensitivity-related proteins such as Glut4, adiponectin, and Chrebp [218].
These data indicate that naringenin may promote the conversion of human WAT to a brown/beige
adipose tissue. Similarly, in HFD-obese mouse model, the induction of brown-like adipocyte
formation on WAT was described by supplementing the diet with a flavanones-rich extract from
Citrus reticulata [219]. The main phytochemical components of a water extraction of Citrus reticulata
in were synephrine, narirutin, hesperidin, nobiletin, and tangeretin. Among flavanones, citrus also
contain synephrine that is an alkaloid which binds to β3AR in adipose tissue promoting lipolysis
and thermogenesis [220]. Dietary supplementation with this citrus extract reduced body weight
gain, epididymal fat weight, fasting blood glucose, serum levels of TG and total cholesterol,
and lipid accumulation in liver and WAT as well as activated FAO and induced the browning
phenotype [219]. These animals showed increased levels of Ucp1 in the iWAT and an upregulation of
Prdm16, transmembrane protein 26 (Tmem26), cluster of differentiation 137 (CD137), and Cidea [219].

In the same way it has been published that hesperidin induced browning in retroperitoneal WAT
(rWAT) but not in iWAT of Western diet-fed rats. Hesperidin decreased the size of adipocytes and
induced the formation of multilocular and positive-UCP1 and CIDEA brown-like adipocytes. Besides
the induction browning, hesperidin also enhanced the expression of Ucp1 in BAT [221]. In contrast,
it has been recently published a study where not hesperidin but its monoglycosyl has the capacity
to induce brown-like adipocyte formation in HFD-fed mice [222]. In this case, α-monoglucosyl
hesperidin increased EE and reduced body fat accumulation by stimulating the browning phenotype
in the iWAT. iWAT adipocytes of supplemented mice exhibited a multilocular phenotype and were
UCP1-positive cells. The iWAT of these animals also showed increased levels of COXIV. No effects
were observed in BAT nor in other WAT depots [222].

In a human randomized double-blind placebo-controlled trial with moderate high BMI subjects,
it’s shown that glycosylated hesperidin decreased significantly abdominal and subcutaneous fat area
when is supplemented with caffeine [223].

5.3. Flavanones Are Neuroprotective against Several CNS Injuries

There is low information about the effects of flavanones on CNS to combat obesity. It has been
demonstrated that quercetin, naringenin and berberine can modulate glucose homeostasis in the brain
of STZ-induced diabetic rats through the regulation of glucose transporters and other key components
of insulin signaling pathway [224].

Most of the studies that show the neuroprotective role of flavanones have been performed
using animal with CNS-induced injuries. In a rat model of global cerebral ischemia reperfusion (I/R),
pinocembrin (a honey flavanone) exerted antioxidant, anti-inflammatory and anti-apoptotic effects. [225]
as well as inhibited autophagy on the hippocampus [226]. Moreover, naringenin and eriodyctiol exert
effects in ischemic stroke, promoting cortical cell proliferation, inhibiting apoptosis and reducing
oxidative stress in rodent models [227,228]. In a similar way, the induction of neurotoxicity by
lipopolysaccharide (LPS) administration in mice can be ameliorated by the coadministration of
hesperetin or naringenin that reduced the expression of inflammatory cytokines, attenuated the
generation of reactive oxygen species/lipid peroxidation and enhanced the antioxidant capacity in
CNS [229,230]. Furthermore, hesperetin enhanced synaptic integrity, cognition and memory processes
by increasing the levels p-CREB, postsynaptic density protein-95 (PSD-95) and syntaxin proteins [229]
and naringenin decreased the acetylcholinesterase (AChe) activity [230]. Other mental stresses such as
social defeat stress, depression and autistic-like behaviors can also be counteract with flavanones in
rodent models [231–233]. Hesperidin and naringenin have demonstrated positive effects by increasing
the resilience through a reduction in the levels of interleukins and corticosterone thus suppressing the
chronic inflammation caused by kynurenine pathway related to depression [234] and inhibiting the
AChe activity, the oxidative stress as well as neuroinflammation [235].
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6. Flavonols

Flavonols are widely distributed in plants and are present as minor compound in many
polyphenol-rich foods. Their synthesis is stimulated by light and they accumulate in the skin
of fruits and vegetables being absent in the flesh. The main dietetic flavonols are quercetin, kaempferol,
isorhamnetin, fisetin, and myricetin [48,236,237].

Quercetin is found in capers, lovage (Levisticum officinale) apples, seeds of tomatoes, berries,
red onions, grapes, cherries, broccoli, pepper, coriander, citrus fruits, fennel, flowers, leaves pepper
and teas (Camellia sinensis) and it is the skeleton of other flavonoids, such as hesperidin, naringenin,
and rutin. Rutin, rutoside or sophorin are the glycosylated form of quercetin and can be extracted
from buckwheat, oranges, grapes, lemons, limes, peaches, and berries [238]. Kaempferol is abundant
in apples, grapes, onions, tomatoes, teas, potatoes, beans, broccoli, spinaches, and some edible berries.
Isorhamnetin is commonly found in medicinal plants such as ginko (Ginkgo biloba), sea-buckthorn
(Hippophae rhamnoides) and Oenanthe javanica. Myricetin is found in teas, wines, berries, fruits and
vegetables. Fisetin is abundant in apples, grapes, persimmon, cucumber, onions and strawberries.
Finally, morin is present in Prunus dulcis, Chlorophora tinctoria L., and fruits such as guava and figs [45].

As other groups of flavonoids, flavonols have shown healthy effects. They exhibit anticarcinogenic,
anti-inflammatory, and antioxidant activities but also anti-obesity and antidiabetic properties in animal
models and in humans where flavonols consumption has been associated to a lower risk of type 2
diabetes [43,236–243]. Some flavonols inhibited carbohydrate absorption thus lowering postprandial
blood glucose mainly through the inhibition of the α-glucosidase activity but also by inhibiting
glucose transporters (GLUT2, SGLT1) or other enzymes such as maltase or saccharase [236]. Finally, a
combination of quercetin and resveratrol have shown the capacity to reduce obesity in HFD-fed rats by
modulating gut microbiota [244].

Due to the high number of publications and previous reviews [45,48,238], in the present work
only the most recent data have been included.

6.1. Flavonols Exert Beneficial Effects on Lipid Steatosis by Regulating Lipid Metabolism, Inflammation and
Oxidative Stress

Quercetin enhanced hepatic insulin sensitivity and reduced liver fat content and ameliorated
hepatic steatosis [245]. Quercetin diminished the mRNA and protein levels of CD36 and MSR1,
upregulated the levels of LC3II and downregulated p62 and mTOR thus suggesting an autophagy
lysosomal degradation as the potential hepatoprotective mechanism of quercetin [245]. From another
point of view the effects and mechanisms of quercetin against NAFLD were analyzed through a
metabolomic approach [246]. Treatment with quercetin decreased AST and ALT levels in serum and
reduced lipid droplets and hepatocyte swelling in rats fed a high fat/high sucrose diet. A metabolomic
analysis indicated that quercetin modified fatty acid- inflammation- and oxidative stress-related
metabolites among others. In this case, the effects of quercetin were more evident in 30-day NAFLD
induction than in 50 days, thus indicating that dietary quercetin may be beneficial in early stages of
NAFLD development [246]. Besides the effects of quercetin alone there are several studies where
quercetin is used in combination with other compounds. The beneficial effects of quercetin in
NAFLD development increased synergistically when quercetin is administered within benifuuki, a
tea that contains EGCG. Both compounds administered to rats fed high fat/high cholesterol diet were
more effective to downregulate Fasn and Scd1 showing higher effects on their lipid-lowering effects
alone [247]. In a similar way, the combination of quercetin with resveratrol ameliorated fatty liver in
rats by improving the antioxidant capacity of the liver [248]. Finally, a combination of borage seed oil
(as a source of linoleic (18:2n-6; LA) and gamma-linolenic (18:3n-6; GLA) acids and quercetin improved
liver steatosis in obese rats [249].

On its side, isoquercetin (IQ), a glucoside derivative of quercetin has demonstrated beneficial effects
in NAFLD by improving hepatic lipid accumulation via an AMPK dependent way in HFD-induced
NAFLD rats [250]. Concretely, IQ treatment enhanced the phosphorylation of AMPK and ACC and
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reversed the downregulation of liver kinase β1 (LKβ1) and Calcium/calmodulin-dependent protein
kinase kinase-1 (CaMKK1) caused by HFD. The activation of AMPK modulated the expression of
lipogenic and lipolytic genes, such as Fasn, Srebp1c, Pparγ and Cpt1a. Moreover, IQ supplementation
upregulated PPARα and downregulated nuclear factor-kB (NF-kB) protein levels [250].

As quercetin, kaempferol is also able to reduce lipid accumulation in liver of obese rodent models.
In dyslipidemia-induced mice, kaempferol inhibited PKB (Akt) and SREBP-1 activities and blocked
the Akt/mTOR pathway, thus inducing hepatic autophagy and decreasing hepatic lipid content [251].
Similarly, in ApoE deficient mice fed with a HFD, kaempferol attenuated metabolic syndrome via
interacting with LXR receptors and inhibiting posttranslational activation of SREBP-1. Both effects
contributed to the reduction of plasma and serum TG [252].

Other flavonols with positive effect in the liver are fisetin, dihydromyricetin or rutin. Obese rats fed
with a high fat/high sucrose diet and supplemented with fisetin showed a decreased in body weight and
hepatic lipid content as well as an improvement in the lipid profile (low levels of TG, total cholesterol,
LDL) and liver functionality (reduced levels of ALT and AST). The hepatic nuclear receptor 4α
(HNF4α) has been pointed out as the key factor in the hepatic effects of fisetin. Fisetin upregulated
Hnf4a gene expression, increased nuclear lipin-1 levels. Moreover, fisetin promoted FAO, diminished
FASN activity, enhanced hepatic antioxidant capacity and decreased the hepatic poly (ADP-ribose)
polymerase 1 (PARP1) activity, a DNA repair enzyme, and thioredoxin-interacting protein (TXNIP)
that is important for maintaining the redox status [253]. Through the regulation of SIRT3 signaling,
dihydromyricetin have showed the ability to ameliorate NAFLD in HFD-fed mice. Dihydromyricetin
increased Sirt3 expression via activation of the AMPK/PGC1α/estrogen-related receptor α (ERRα)
cascade thus improving mitochondrial capacity and restored redox homeostasis [254]. In a similar way,
rutin lowered TG content and the abundance of lipid droplets in NAFLD-induced HFD fed mice.
Rutin treatment restored the expression of Pparα and Cpt1a and Cpt2, while downregulated Srebp-1c,
diglyceride acyltransferase 1 and 2 (Dgat-1 and 2 and Acc. These effects enhanced FAO and diminished
lipid synthesis. In addition, rutin repressed the autophagy in the liver [255]. On its side, the rutin
derivate, troxerutin (TRX), has also demonstrated effectiveness against metabolic disorders in a rat
model of hereditary hypertriglyceridemia (HHTg) non-obese model of MetS [256]. The treatment
with TRX lowered the levels of hepatic cholesterol and reduced the expression of cholesterol and lipid
synthesis genes (Hydroxymethylglutaryl-CoA reductase (Hmgcr), Srebp2 and Scd1) as well as decreased
lipoperoxidation and increased the activity of antioxidant enzymes [256]. Moreover, these animals
exhibited higher levels of adiponectin in serum [256].

Besides the effects of flavonols by itself, favonols-rich extracts have also been tested in fatty
liver-associated diseases. A Sicyos angulatus extract that contains kaempferol as the main flavonol
administered to a HFD-induced obese mice lowered plasma levels of ALT and AST and the hepatic lipid
content. The Sicyos angulatus extract impacted on lipid metabolism by repressing the expression of genes
related to fatty acid and TG synthesis (Acc1, Fasn Scd1 and Dgat) and of the key transcription factors that
regulate lipogenesis (Srebp-1c and Pparγ) [257]. Another source of kaempferol, quercetin and derivates
is Sanglan Tea (SLT), a Chinese medicine-based formulation consumed for the effective management
of obesity-associated complications. It has been demonstrated that dietary SLT supplementation
prevented body weight gain and fatty liver and ameliorated insulin resistance in HFD-induced
obese mice. SLT improved the serum lipid profile (lower levels of TG, Total cholesterol and LDL)
and reduced the ALT and AST circulating levels. The liver of these animals displayed less lipid
droplets and a downregulation of the lipogenic genes (Lxrα, Fasn, Acacb, Srebf-1, and Scd1) and the
adipogenesis-related genes (Pparγ, C/ebpα and Ap2) that are induced under HFD [258].

In a similar way, the flower of Prunus persica commonly known as peach blossom has demonstrated
that capacity to reduce body weight, abdominal fat mass, serum glucose, ALT, AST, and liver
and spleen weights compared to a HFD fed mice. This flower is rich in flavonoids and phenolic
phytochemicals with chlorogenic acid, kaempferol, quercetin and its derivatives as its major compounds.
The supplementation with this flower suppressed hepatic expression of lipogenic genes (Scd1, Scd2,
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Fasn) and increased the mRNA levels of FAO genes (Cpt1a), thus modifying he lipid metabolism in
HFD-fed mice [259]. Furthermore, a mulberry leaf powder also showed effects on liver gene expression
in a mice model of hepatic steatosis induced by a western diet. Liver weight, plasma TG and liver
enzymes ALT and AST were reduced in treated-animals. A global hepatic gene expression analysis
revealed that supplemented mice displayed a downregulation in inflammation-related genes and an
upregulation in liver regeneration-related genes [260]. Finally, a 70% ethanol extract from leaves of
Moringa oleifera (MO) that contains different flavonols and flavones such as quercetin and kaempferol
and their derivates. reduced glucose and insulin but also the total cholesterol, TG and LDL serum and
increased the HDL in high-fat diet obese rats as well as downregulated hepatic expression of Fasn and
Hmgcr [261].

Through a network pharmacological approach Nie et al. [262] highlighted that Chaihu shugan
powder (CSP) may exert its beneficial effects against NAFLD through the interaction of its main
compounds with nuclear receptors. Through a molecular docking approach, they screened
PPARγ, FXR, PPARα, RARα and PPARδ and quercetin, kaempferol, naringenin, isorhamnetin and
nobiletin interactions. To confirm the results of docking, an in vivo approach was done using
NAFLD-induced rats. The NAFLD-induced rats treated with CSP exhibited ameliorated effects in
body weight, hepatic histopathology and serum and liver lipids. Moreover, the mRNA levels of Pparγ,
FXR, Pparα and Rarα were modified suggesting nuclear receptors regulation as a potential molecular
mechanism underlying the effects of CSP [262].

Adiponectin signaling and AMPK activation have been also pointed out as possible mechanisms
underlying the effects of flavonols in the liver. An extract of black soybean leaves (EBL), which
mainly contains quercetin glycosides and isorhamnetin glycosides was administered to HFD-fed mice.
EBL supplementation reduced body weight, fasting glucose, TG, total cholesterol and non-esterified
fatty acid levels as well as hepatic steatosis. EBL supplementation increased the levels of adiponectin and
the expression of adiponectin-receptors in the liver (AdipoR1 and AdipoR2) thus restoring adiponectin
signaling pathway [263]. Downstream of the adiponectin signaling there is the activation of AMPK
and FAO, the suppression of fatty acid synthesis and the improvement of insulin signaling [264].
Moreover, the mRNA levels of Pgc1, Pparα, Pparδ, Pparγ, Acc, Fasn, Cpt1a, Glut2, FoxO1 and Irs1 were
partially or totally normalized in HFD-EBL-supplemented animals [263].

Finally, it has been described that part of the mechanisms involving the hepatic beneficial effects
of flavonols may be mediated by gut microbiota. An experimental approach of gut microbiota
transplantation revealed a gut–liver axis where the Akkermansia genus have a key role on the quercetin
protecting effects against obesity-associated NAFLD development. [247]. In a similar way, kaempferol
blunted part of the effects of HFD in gut microbiota diversity. HFD fed mice displayed a reduced
microbial diversity that it is mostly reversed by kaempferol [265]. Furthermore, IQ combined with
inulin attenuated weight gain, improved glucose tolerance and insulin sensitivity and reduced lipid
accumulation in the liver, adipocyte hypertrophy in WAT and diminished the circulating levels of
leptin in HFD-fed mice probably through the modulation of gut microbiota [266].

6.2. Flavonols Impact on WAT Where They Modulate Lipid Metabolism and Induce Browning

Several studies with animal models showed that flavonols can protect mice or rats from HFD obesity
by reducing body weight gain and lipid accumulation in WAT via reducing inflammation, modifying
lipid metabolism, increasing EE, inducing browning of WAT and activating BAT [174,242,267–269].

Quercetin and quercetin-rich red onion (ROE) ameliorated diet-induced WAT expansion and
inflammation in HFD-fed mice [270]. Quercetin and ROE ameliorated adipocyte size and number
compared to HFD fed mice in WAT depots and induced a multilocular phenotype typical of BAT [270].
Moreover, quercetin and ROE diminished the HFD-increased levels of leptin. Besides its impact on
adipose tissue phenotype, quercetin and ROE supplementation also attenuated the inflammatory profile
induced by HFD in WAT [270]. Similarly, a quercetin-rich supplement administered to diet-induced
obese rats decreased body fat and adipocyte size of the perirenal WAT as well as increased adiponectin
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circulating levels [271]. Quercetin-rich supplement attenuated the upregulation of genes related to
lipid synthesis such as Acc, Fasn, HMG-CoA reductase, Lpl, Ap2, and Fatty acid transporter protein 1
(Fatp1) caused by HFD; and upregulated the HFD-downregulated genes such as Atgl, Hsl, Ampk, Acox,
Pparα, and Cpt1a [271]. In diet-induced obese mice quercetin administration decreased plasma TG
levels without affecting food intake, body composition, or EE [272]. Quercetin enhanced the uptake
of [3H]-oleate derived from labeled lipoprotein-like particles in the scWAT [272]. On the other side
Perdicaro et al. demonstrated that quercetin attenuated adipose tissue hypertrophy, reduced the
adipocyte size but activated the adipogenesis in HFD-fed rats. Quercetin supplemented rats showed
increased levels of angiogenic (Vascular endothelial growth factor 1 and 2 (Vegf1, Vegf2) and adipogenic
(Pparg and C/ebpa) markers but also mitigated inflammation, and reticulum stress [273].

Together with their capacity to modulate lipid metabolism, flavonols are also able to induce
browning in WAT depots. Quercetin treatment increased the expression of Ucp1, Pgc1α and Elovl3 in
WAT [272,274]. In a similar way, the administration of onion peel extract (rich in quercetin) to HFD-fed
mice upregulated markers of BAT (Prdm16, Pgc1α, Ucp1, Fgf21, Cidea) in perirenal and scWAT [275].
It has been described that the induction of browning was mediated at least in part through the activation
of the AMPK and the SIRT1 or via sympathetic stimulation. The quercetin-supplemented HFD-fed mice
displayed higher levels of plasma norepinephrine and of PKA protein levels in scWAT [274]. Besides the
activation of PKA signaling, it has been described that quercetin also increased SIRT1 protein levels and
pAMPK in visceral WAT [276]. Although most of the studies showed positive effects of quercetin, this
flavonol did not induce significant effects on the adipose tissue weights of rats fed an obesogenic diet
except when combined with resveratrol (RSV). The treatment with quercetin and RSV but not with just
quercetin or RSV promoted multilocular UCP1-positive adipocytes that also displayed increased levels
of browning markers (Cidea, bone morphogenic protein 4 (Bmp4), Homeobox C9 (Hoxc9), Solute Carrier
Family 27 Member 1 (Slc27a1), Tmem26 and proton/amino acid symporter (Pat2)) and genes related to
catabolic pathways (Atgl and ATP synthase subunit delta (Atp5d)) in perirenal WAT. Regarding BAT,
the supplementation with RSV and quercetin upregulated Cidea and Ucp1 expression, thus indicating
more thermogenic capacity in this tissue [277].

It is worth to mention that quercetin effectiveness is specie dependent. Studies in rats usually
showed more effects than in mice whilst in humans the results are still unclear. In rodent models the
levels of quercetin reached after its administration are higher than in humans [269]. Similar to quercetin,
isoquercetin (IQ), a quercetin glycoside with greater bioavailability than quercetin, also exerts positive
effects in WAT. In normal diet-fed mice IQ supplementation decreased WAT weight and increased
pAMPK levels in WAT as well as in liver and muscle. Moreover, IQ reduced the expression of Pparγ,
C/ebpα, C/ebpβ and Srebp1 whilst increased the expression of Ucp2, Pgc1α, Prdm16, Sirt1 and Cpt1a
in WAT, suggesting less adipogenesis, enhanced FAO and browning [278].

On its side, rutin administration to db/db mice and diet-induced mice reduced body weight gain
and improved adiposity (smaller lipid droplets) mainly by increasing EE [279]. These animals exhibited
higher core temperature when submitted to a cold environment indicating enhanced BAT activity.
Rutin-treated animals overexpressed BAT markers (Ucp1, Cidea, Prdm16), FAO-related genes (Cpt1a,
Mcad, Pparα and Pgc1α), mitochondrial biogenic transcription factors (tfam, Nrf1, Nrf2) and more
copies of mitochondrial DNA in BAT [279]. Besides BAT, rutin also affected scWAT, where induces
browning (upregulation of BAT-specific genes, including Ucp1, Pgc1α, Pgc1β, Cpt1a, Pparα, Tfam,
Nrf1 and Nrf2...) [279]. The molecular mechanism underlying these effects may go through the
Sirt1 activation. It has been demonstrated that rutin was able to directly bind to Sirt1 protein and
activate the SIRT/PGC1α/NRF2/Tfam signaling pathway [279]. On the other hand, rutin combined
with exercise (treadmill running) in diet-induced obese mice increased the mRNA levels of adiponectin,
the protein levels of PPARγ, the binding immunoglobulin protein (BIP), and the phosphorylated form
of c-Jun terminal quinase (JNK) and reduced disulfide-bond A oxidoreductase-like protein (DsbA-L).
These profile indicated an improvement on the ER stress and on adipose tissue functionality [280].
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When instead of flavonols, plant extracts were used similar effects were observed. A 70% ethanol
extract of Moringa oleifera (MO) that mainly contains quercetin, kaempferol and their derivates induced
the expression of Glut4, adiponectin, omentin and upregulated Pparα and melanocortin-4 receptor (MC4R)
on the WAT of diet-induced obese rats. [261]. Cuscuta pedicellata and some of its isolated compounds,
including kaempferol, quercetin and some derivates were suggested to have an anti-obesity effect in
HFD-fed rats. Supplemented animals showed a reduction in HOMA-IR and oxidative stress as well as
exhibited an upregulation of Ucp1 and Cpt1a expression in BAT [281]. Finally, through a high-throughput
metabolomic approach it has been described that the consumption of a hawthorn ethanol extract that
contains chlorogenic acid, hyperoside, isoquercetin, rutin, vitexin, quercetin, and apigenin affected
several metabolic pathways including: fatty acid biosynthesis, galactose metabolism, biosynthesis of
unsaturated fatty acids, arginine and proline metabolism, alanine, aspartate and glutamate metabolism,
glycerolipid metabolism and steroid biosynthesis [282].

6.3. Flavonols: Neuroprotection in Neurodegenerative Diseases

Flavonols have shown neuroprotective effects in neurodegenerative diseases. Quercetin, rutin
and some other flavonols have exhibited positive effects against pathologies such as Alzheimer’s
Disease (AD), Parkinson’s disease, Huntington’s Disease, multiple sclerosis, brain ischemic injury,
epilepsy neurotoxins but also for aging cognitive alterations [238,283–288]. Furthermore, flavonols
have also demonstrated beneficial effects in the CNS alterations caused by HFD.

It is well-known that HFD induces oxidative stress in brain that may lead to
neurodegenerative diseases. In HFD-fed mice, quercetin ameliorated the cognitive and memory
impairment and enhanced the expression of phosphatidylinositol-4,5-bisphosphate 3-kinase (PI3K),
PKB/Akt, Creb, and brain-derived neurotrophic factor (Bdnf) [289]. In a similar way, in HFD-fed mice,
Acer okamotoanum and its main bioactive compound isoquercitin improved cognitive function by
inhibiting the ROS production, the lipid peroxidation and nitric oxide formation, thus reducing oxidative
stress [290]. Furthermore, it has been described that obesity induces hypothalamic inflammation and
activates microglia. In diet-induced obese mice, quercetin supplementation reduced the levels of
inflammatory cytokines and microglia activation markers in the hypothalamus [291]. Quercetin has
also showed positive effects in streptozotocin (STZ)-induced AD rats where improved memory
impairment and the anxiogenic-like behavior induced by STZ. In these rats, quercetin prevented
the acetylcholinesterase (AChE) overactivity and the increased malondialdehyde levels caused by
STZ [292]. Finally, quercetin showed capacity to modulate several kinases signaling cascades involved
in synaptic plasticity such as the PI3K/Akt, protein kinase C (PKC) and mitogen-activated protein
kinase (MAPK) [293].

7. Isoflavones

Isoflavones, also known as phytoestrogens, are flavonoids with a limited distribution in
plant kingdom. They are found in leguminous plants such as soybean, kudzu, red clover, fava beans,
alfalfa, chickpeas or peanuts but also soy-based foods (tofu, soymilk, miso . . . ) and some pants such
the Puerariae genus [42,294]. Genistein and daidzein are the most representative dietary isoflavones.

Although there are several human clinical studies studying soy isoflavone consumption and diabetes
the data obtained are not conclusive. Some evidence suggests that long-term intake of isoflavones
may improve insulin resistance in type 2 diabetic patients and have anti-obesity effects [295–299].
In animal studies, isoflavones have showed antidiabetic and anti-obesity activities [45,236,297,300].
The beneficial effects of isoflavones include the improvement of insulin sensitivity, lipid profile and
adiposity [45,49,301–303].

7.1. Isoflavones Reduced H Steatosis by Modulating Lipid Metabolism

Like many of the other flavonoids, isoflavones also exert an hepatoprotective action [49]. A recent
publication using data of the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey from 1999 to 2010 in
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the USA describes an inverse correlation between urinary genistein levels and serum ALT levels in
males but not in females [304]. On the other hand, in NAFLD-rodent models, genistein supplementation
decreased fat accumulation, inflammation, hepatic steatosis and liver fibrosis in animal models and in
humans [302]. These effects on hepatic steatosis have been described both in short- and long-term
interventions [305].

One of the mechanisms proposed is the blockade of aldose reductase (AR)/polyol pathway. It has
been described that some isoflavones are AR inhibitors. The inhibition of the AR/polyol pathway
reduces fructose production and hepatic fat accumulation in high glucose diets as well as improved
PPARα activity and enhanced FAO, thus attenuating liver steatosis in HFD-obese models [306].
Moreover, the blockade of AR/polyol pathway reduced the CYP2E1-mediated oxidative stress [306].
Other mechanism suggested for isoflavones is the downregulation of PPARγ and fat-specific protein 27
(FSP27) together with a reduction of fatty acid synthesis and increased lipolysis [307]. This mechanism
was described in female rats fed with a 20% casein-diet and supplemented with soy isoflavones [307].

Effects via the activation of AMPK has been also described for genistein [308,309].
Hepatic activation of AMPK drives to an inhibition of cholesterol and fatty acid synthesis and
an enhancement of FAO [310]. In high fat/high sucrose-fed rats, genistein improved lipid metabolism
and ameliorated hepatic lipid accumulation. P-AMPK and p-ACC were increased while SREBP1 protein
levels were decreased. Moreover, genistein downregulated the expression of Fasn, glycerol-3-phosphate
acyltransferase (Gpat) as well as upregulated Pparα, Cpt1a and Acox [309]. A similar effect on NAFLD
has been described with Puerarin, a major bioactive isoflavone compound isolated from the roots of
the Pueraria lobata. Puerarin attenuated NAFLD development in high fat/high sucrose-fed mice via
the activation of the Poly(ADP-ribose) polymerase 1 (PARP-1)/PI3K/Akt signaling pathway and lately
the improvement of the mitochondrial function [311]. In HFD-obese mice, puerarin reduced TG, total
cholesterol and leptin serum levels as well as decreased the hepatic lipid content. Puerarin inactivated
FASN and activated AMPK, CPT and HSL as well as increased the protein levels of PPARγ. These data
indicated that puerarin regulated lipid metabolism by reducing lipid synthesis and enhancing lipid
consumption [312].

Positive effects on NAFLD has been also observed by combining soluble soybean polysaccharides
and genistein. This combination increased the bioavailability of genistein and administered to HFD-fed
mice prevented weight gain, oxidative stress inflammation and dyslipidemia. These effects on lipid
profile have been related to an activation of AMPK and PPARα/PPARγ pathways and changes in the
mRNA levels of Fasn, Acc, Srebp1c and adipose differentiation-related protein (Adrp) [313].

Besides genistein some of its derivatives are also active. Sophoricoside, a genistein derivate
isolated from the Sophora japonica L, has been tested in high fructose-fed mice. Administration of
sophoricoside diminished body and liver weight as well as reduced hepatic cholesterol and TG
and serum levels of ALT, AST and LDL whilst increased the levels of circulating HDL. Moreover,
the livers of treated-mice displayed a better inflammatory profile and an increased antioxidant
capacity [314]. Calycosin, an o-methylated isoflavone showed positive effects against NAFLD-induced
in HFD-fed mice. Calycosin improved insulin sensitivity, decreased the levels of ALT and AST and
increased the levels of adiponectin. In the liver, calycosin blocked gluconeogenesis and lipogenesis by
suppressing PEPCK G6Pase, SREBP1c and FASN, as well as induced the expression of Gsk3β, Glut4,
increased the phosphorylation of Irs1 and Irs2 and activated farnesoid X receptor (FXR) [315].

Similar to isolated compounds, soy isoflavones (that includes genistein, daidzein and glycitein) or
a soy protein preparation also reverted hepatic steatosis when administered to obese female Zucker or
HFD-obese rats. Soy isoflavones reduced hepatic lipid accumulation, improved serum levels of ALT
and downregulated Srebp1c and Fasn levels as well as increased the protein levels of PPARα indicating
less lipogenesis and more FAO [316]. In a similar way, the intake of soy protein with isoflavones
decreased the liver steatosis, reduced the levels of AST and ALT and increased the levels of leptin in
female Zucker obese rats [305].
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Apart from the effects of isoflavones on lipid metabolism they also exhibit anti-inflammatory
properties. Genistein protected against NAFLD by targeting the arachidonic acid cascade that is
responsible for the chronic inflammation [317]. Genistein supplementation to HFD-fed mice blocked
the synthesis of ciclooxigeanse-1 activity and thromboxane A2 [317]. Other mechanism to explain
the anti-inflammatory effect of genistein is the promotion of miR-451 [318]. In humans a randomized
controlled trial described that genistein supplementation improved the inflammatory state in NAFLD
patients [319].

7.2. Isoflavones Ameliorate the Weight Gain in Diet-Induced Obesity Models and Improve Lipid Metabolism in
Adipose Tissue

It has been widely described that isoflavones are able to control food satiety and appetite,
to ameliorate the body weight gain and fat accumulation in rodent models of obesity, to modulate
fatty acid metabolism and to induce browning and BAT activation which make its use in nutritional
interventions as a promising approach for weight management therapies [269]. Isoflavones reach
and affect adipose tissue as it was demonstrated through a whole-transcriptome microarray analysis
of the perigonadal WAT from mice fed either control diet or a soybean extract diet containing a
genistein/daidzein mix. This study described the impact of soy isoflavones on adipose tissue describing
437 downregulated genes and 546 upregulated [320].

In HFD-fed rats, soy isoflavones attenuated diet-induced obesity mainly by reducing the visceral
WAT depot (lower hypertrophy and less lipid accumulation). Soy isoflavones supplementation
downregulated fat synthesis (reduced SREBP1 protein levels) and upregulated lipolysis (increased
ATGL protein levels) in visceral WAT via the activation of AMPK and the inhibition of SREBP1 [321].
In a similar way, 6,8-diprenylgenistein (DPG), a major isoflavone of Cudrania tricuspidata fruits decreased
the body weight of HFD-induced obese mice at least in part by the suppression of de novo lipogenesis
via the AMPK activation [322]. This isoflavone reduced the expression of lipogenic genes by regulating
Pparγ and C/EBPα transcriptional activity as well as leptin and adiponectin levels. DPG also regulated
ACC and HMGCR [322].

Isoflavones are also present in fermented soy products. The heathy properties of these products
have been also evaluated. Fermented soybean meal (SBM) administered to HFD-fed rats showed
positive effects on the obese profile of these animals. The body weight gain, as well as weights of
abdominal and epididymal fat were reduced. Also, the lipid profile was improved. Supplemented
rats exhibited lower levels of TG, total cholesterol and LDL and higher levels of HDL compared to
HFD-non supplemented rats. Moreover, in WAT, there were a decrease on the hepatic lipogenesis
(downregulation of Fasn and Acc) and an increase on lipolysis (upregulation of Lpl) [323].

Besides their effects on lipid metabolism, isoflavones also induce browning and BAT
activation [166]. Genistein administration to HFD-fed mice reduced body weight gain and scWAT
mass and induced the expression of Ucp1 and Cidea in WAT, indicating a browning phenotype [324].
Genistein may induce the browning phenotype by a direct upregulation of Ucp1 expression or through
an indirect pathway that would imply irisin signaling. Irisin is a myokine that induces the expression
of Ucp1 and Tmem26 in preadipocytes [325]. This indirect mechanism describes an induction of
the PGC-1α/FNDC5 pathway in skeletal muscle that lead to an increase of irisin production and
secretion [325].

Formononetin and puerarin also modulate adipogenesis and thermogenesis. Formononetin
attenuated visceral fat accumulation and increased EE in HFD-fed mice [326,327]. In vitro,
this isoflavone downregulated Pparγ, C/ebpα and Srebp1 probably via AMPK/β-catenin signal
transduction pathway that drove its antiadipogenic effect [326]. Moreover, formononetin induced
Ucp1 expression in primary culture of mouse adipocytes [327]. In a similar way, Puerariae lobata
root extracts (PLR) activated browning in iWAT and regulated BAT activity [328]. PLR treatment
caused weight loss and improved glucose metabolism in diet-induced obese mice as well as increased
EE. In BAT, PLR upregulated Ucp1 expression (but no other thermogenic markers) and in iWAT
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induced the expression of BAT markers (Ucp1, Pparγ1, Pparγ2 and Pparα), thus indicating a brown-like
phenotype [328].

Several studies focused on describing the mechanisms underlying the isoflavones’ effects have
been performed in ovariectomized mice or rats. These models mimic menopausal stage in humans
and are useful to analyze the potential role of isoflavones to counteract the increase of the adipose
tissue that takes place during this period of life. In these rodent models, isoflavones exert positive
effects on body weight gain and food intake as well as in fat pats enlargement [297]. In HFD-fed
ovariectomized rats the administration of genistein decreased the body weight gain, improved insulin
sensitivity and reduced plasma TG and cholesterol [329]. In liver, genistein blocked the lipogenic
pathway by inhibiting p-ACC, SREBP-1, FASN and CD36 proteins. In retroperitoneal WAT, genistein
diminished adiposity and adipocyte hypertrophy, inflammatory phenotype and induced browning.
In iWAT, genistein-supplemented rats exhibited higher levels of UCP1, PRDM16, PGC-1α and
CIDEA proteins and Ppargc1a and Ucp-1 mRNAs [329]. Furthermore, isoflavones supplementation
can modulate the metabolic effects of estradiol treatments in ovariectomized rats [330]. Finally,
calycosin has demonstrated positive effects perivascular adipose tissue of obese mice. Through the
adiponectin/AMPK/ endothelial nitric oxide synthase (eNOS) pathway, calycosin is able to restore at
least in part the perivascular adipose tissue functionality [331].

7.3. Isoflavones Have Become Engaging Flavonoids in Neuronal Diseases due to Their Estrogenic-Like Structure
and Its High Antioxidant Capacity

Obesity is a risk factor for neurodegenerative diseases essentially because it causes the
neuroinflammation and oxidative stress. Isoflavones can ameliorate part of these effects as well
as affect food intake and feeding behavior.

It has been described that daidzein administered to HFD-fed rats reduced food intake and
attenuated body weight gain as well as improved glucose tolerance, adiponectin and leptin levels
and increased the 17b-estradiol. In rat hippocampus, daidzein enhanced cell proliferation and
reduced apoptosis and gliosis, thus exerting a neuroprotective effect against the brain injuries
caused by diet [332]. On the other side, doenjang, a Korean traditional fermented soybean pastry
alleviated hippocampal neuronal loss and enhanced cell proliferation in HFD-fed mice as well as
reduced oxidative stress markers (less oxidative metabolites and lower levels of oxidative stress- and
neuroinflammation-related genes). Dietary doenjang reduced Aβ and tau phosphorylation [333].
Furthermore, genistein has shown the capacity to improve metabolism and induce browning via
hypothalamus gene expression regulation. Through a transcriptome analysis it was identified that
the hypothalamic expression of urocortin 3 (Ucn3), decidual protein induced by progesterone (Depp), and
stanniocalcin1 (Stc1) correlated with the browning markers in WAT and with insulin sensitivity [324].

Regarding neurodegenerative diseases isoflavones have shown protective properties. An extract of
soybean isoflavone reduced the elevated oxidative stress parameters and reversed the overproduction
of Aβ in rats with colchicine-induced neuronal damage [334]. In the same way, daidzein alone or
mixed with genistein and glycitin isoflavones could reverse the cognitive impairments produced
by scopolamine injection by activating the cholinergic system and the BDNF/ERK/CREB signaling
pathway in mice [335,336], thus reinforcing the idea that soy isoflavones may be a good candidate for
the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases. Besides the BDNF/ERK/CREB signaling pathway, it has
been postulated that the Nrf2 signaling pathway can also be underlying the neuroprotective effects of
isoflavones [337].

8. Flavones

Flavones is one of the largest groups of flavonoids with a high degree of chemical diversity.
Some of the richest sources of flavones are parsley, celery, peppermint, and sage, which predominantly
contain apigenin and luteolin as well as maize and citrus fruits. In general, flavones are found as
glucosides in citrus fruits, vegetables, herbs and grains and although they represent a small fraction of
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the total flavonoid intake, they have shown health effects and anti-obesity properties [338,339]. As it is
going to described latter, most of the studies that investigate the beneficial effects of flavones use them
as aglycone and a scarce number of approaches deepen on the effects of flavones when consumed
within the whole food and a feasible doses or in combination with other bioactive compounds.

8.1. Flavones Improved Liver Steatosis and Hepatic Inflammation

Flavones such as apigenin, luteolin, baicalin, vitexin, nobiletin among others prevented NAFLD
and hepatic steatosis mainly by modulating lipid metabolism (increasing FAO and decreasing
lipogenesis) and reducing oxidative stress and inflammation [340–345].

As many other flavonoids, some flavones also exert their hepatic effects by activating the
AMPK enzyme. Vitexin, an apigenin flavone glucoside, for instance, when administered to HFD-fed
mice reduced body and liver weight, triglyceride and cholesterol content in serum and liver and
circulating levels of ALT and AST. Moreover, vitexin regulated lipid metabolism suppressing de novo
lipogenesis by downregulating the expression of Pparγ, C/ebpα, Srebp1c, Fasn, and Acc and enhancing
FAO and lipolysis by increasing the expression of Pparα, Cpt1a and Atgl) in an AMPK-dependent way
that has been suggested may be activated by the binding of vitexin to the Leptin receptor [345].

In a similar way, luteolin, the principal yellow dye compound from Reseda luteola,
or luteolin-enriched artichoke leaf extract alleviated hepatic alterations caused by a HFD by exerting
anti-inflammatory activities and modulating lipid metabolism. Luteolin treatment of HFD-fed mice
reduced hepatic lipotoxicity by improving the inflammatory profile, decreasing the extracellular matrix,
enhancing the antioxidant capacity of the liver and increasing the FFA flux between liver and WAT [346].
A crosstalk between adipose tissue and liver has been suggested to explain the effects of luteolin on
hepatic steatosis [347]. Moreover, luteolin and luteolin-enriched artichoke leaf extract administered
to HFD-fed mice prevented hepatic steatosis (less and smaller lipid droplets, lower levels of Cidea)
and insulin resistance by suppressing lipogenesis and gluconeogenesis (suppression of PEPCK and
G6Pase activities) and increasing FAO (more CPT1a activity and higher expression of Pparα, Pgc1α and
Pgc1β) [342]. The repression of hepatocyte nuclear factor 4a and of LXR/SREBP1c signaling pathway
has been described as putative molecular mechanisms for luteolin improvement of liver steatosis and
NAFLD [348,349].

Regarding the capacity of flavones to modulate FAO, it has been described through a quantitative
proteomic study that baicalin may act as an allosteric activator of CPT1a enzyme thus increasing the
FA entrance to the mitochondria to undergo the β-oxidation in the liver [343]. Moreover, baicalin
attenuated liver alterations by regulating the AMPK/ACC pathway in diet-induced obese mice [350].
Finally, baicalin is also a potent anti-inflammatory and antioxidant compound in a way that as other
flavones also implied the nuclear erythroid 2-related factor 2 (Nrf2) activity in a cholestatic mice
model [351].

It has been described that some flavones exert their hepatoprotective effects via the activation
of the Nrf2 transcription factor. Nrf2 is a positive regulator of the expression of genes involved in
the protection against oxidative stress as well as a negative regulator of genes that promote hepatic
steatosis [352,353]. In this context, apigenin and scutellarin exerted their hepatoprotective activity via
the activation of Nrf2. Scutellarin is a natural compound of Erigeron breviscapus (vant.) that in a HFD-fed
mice attenuated obesity. It repressed lipogenesis and promoted FAO and cholesterol output besides its
anti-inflammatory activity [340]. Moreover it has been described that scutellarin increased mRNA
and/or protein levels of PPARγ, PGC1α, Nrf2, haem oxygenase-1 (HO-1), glutathione S-transferase
(GST), NAD(P)H quinone dehydrogenase 1 (NQO1) and PI3K and AKT, whilst reduced nuclear
factor kappa B (NF-κB), Kelch-like ECH-associated protein 1 (Keap1) [354,355]. By contrast, apigenin
administration to HFD-fed mice inhibited the expression of PPARγ target genes via the translocation
to the nucleus and activation of the Nrf2 transcription factor that seems to block PPARγ activity.
Apigenin treatment downregulated the expression of genes related to lipid droplet formation (Cidea,
Plin2, fat storage inducing transmembrane protein 1 and 2 and) as well as genes involved in FA uptake
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(Fabp1 and Lpl), FAO (Cpt1a, Pdk4, Acox1, Acaa2) and lipogenesis (Fasn, Scd11, Acaca) [341]. On the
other side, apigenin may act as a PPARγ modulator in a mouse model of obesity where it activated
the p65/PPARγ complex translocation into the nucleus, thereby decreasing the NF-κB activation and
favoring the M2 macrophage polarization [356] or blocking NLRP3 inflammasome assembly and the
ROS production [357]. The capacity of flavones to modulate PPARγ activity and induce macrophage
polarization to M2 phenotype has also been described for Chrysin in a HFD-fed mice model [358].

Finally, wogonin have shown beneficial effects on the liver steatosis development in a mice
NAFLD model [359]. Concretely wogonin administration to HFD fed mice ameliorated the NAFLD
progression via enhancing the PPARα/Adiponectin receptor R2 (AdipoR2) pathway. Wogonin induced
the hepatic activity of PPARα and upregulated the levels of the AdipoR2. Moreover, wogonin also
reduced the inflammatory profile and alleviated the hepatic oxidative stress [359].

Besides their effects alone, the combination of flavones with other bioactive compounds or
polyphenols-rich extracts have also shown positive effects against hepatic steatosis [360].

8.2. Flavones Improved the Adipose Tissue Inflammation and Reduced the Macrophages Infiltration as Well as
Enhanced the Thermogenic Capacity

Although flavones have been widely studied for their antioxidant and anti-inflammatory
properties [338] their capacity to impact on adipose tissue metabolism and functionality cannot
be underestimated.

Besides its reduction of the inflammatory phenotype in adipose tissue, apigenin administration to
diet-induced obese mice ameliorated the body weight increment, reduced the visceral adiposity by
inhibiting the adipogenesis via a STAT3/CD36 signaling pathway [361], decreased leptin and increased
adiponectin [362] and induced energy expenditure mainly by promoting lipolysis and FAO as well as
browning of WAT [363]. In scWAT, apigenin-treated mice exhibited a downregulation of adipogenic
genes (Pparγ, Lpl and aP2) and of genes involved in lipogenesis (Fasn and Scd1) and a promotion of
lipolysis by increasing the mRNA levels of Atgl, Hsl, Forkhead box protein O1 (FoxO1) and Sirt1. In BAT
there is an increment of the p-AMPK and p-ACC levels, thus indicating that FAO is enhanced in
this fat depot after apigenin administration. Finally, apigenin activated the thermogenesis in BAT
(upregulation of Ucp1 and Pgc1α) and induced the browning phenotype in scWAT (upregulation of
Ucp1, Pgc1α, Tmem26, Cited1) [363]. Similar results were obtained with vitexin. Vitexin administration
reduced the adipocyte size of HFD-fed mice and increased the p-AMPK levels in eWAT followed by a
downregulation of C/EBPa and FASN protein levels [364].

In the case of nobiletin and luteolin, their administration to HFD-fed mice improved the
fibrotic and inflammatory profile in adipose tissue and reduced the macrophage infiltration and
polarization [344,346,365,366]; but in contrast with other flavones they increased the mRNA expression
of FAO- (Pparα, Cox8b, and Cpt1a) and lipogenic (Pparγ, Srebp1c, Fasn and Scd1) -related genes
simultaneously [342,344] as well as CPT1 and FASN activity [344] in WAT. The simultaneously
activation of both metabolic pathways in adipose tissues has been demonstrated as a way to maintain
thermogenesis in BAT [367,368] and as a marker of browning in WAT [82]. In the case of luteolin,
its administration either in HFD-fed or low-fat-fed mice activated browning and thermogenesis in mice
via the AMPK/PGC1α cascade. Under the AMPK/PGC1α signal, luteolin increased energy expenditure
in HFD-fed mice and upregulated the mRNA levels of Pgc1α, PPARα, Cidea and Sirt1 in BAT as well as
Ucp1 Pgc1α, Tmem26, Cidea, PPARα, Sirt1, Elovl3 and Cited1 in scWAT [369]. Moreover, the increased of
PPARγ protein levels in WAT has been linked to an alleviation of the hepatic lipotoxicity in HFD-fed
mice [347]. Similar effects were observed with baicalein that administered to HFD-fed mice decreased
pP38MAPK, pERK and PPARγ levels and increased pAKT, PGC1α and UCP1 as well as the presence
of GLUT4 in cell membranes of the eWAT. Globally, baicalein reversed the glucose intolerance and
insulin resistance produced by HFD [370].
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Besides the effects of each compound by itself some flavones-rich extracts or foods or combinations
of different bioactive compounds have been evaluated regarding their potential therapeutic role against
obesity and its metabolic and inflammatory features [371,372].

8.3. Flavones and Obesity in the CNS: No Clear Evidences

There are few studies describing the potential role of flavones in obesity-related central alterations.
Just luteolin has been demonstrated a protective effect against HFD-induced cognitive effects in
obese mice. Luteolin administration alleviated neuroinflammation, oxidative stress and neuronal insulin
resistance as well as improved the Morris water maze (MWM) and step-through task and increased
the levels of BDNF [373]. Other effects of flavones described recently are anxiolytic-like activity [374],
neuroprotection against gamma-radiation [375] treatment of glioblastoma [376], amelioration of the
hypoxia-reoxygenation injury [377] or inhibition of the neuroinflammation caused by LPS [378].

9. Chalcones

Chalcones is a group of polyphenolic compounds with a broad structural diversity. Chalcones are
precursors of other flavonoids and responsible for the golden yellow pigments found in flowers, fruits,
vegetables, spices, teas and different plant tissues. Although their metabolism in the gastrointestinal
tract and their rate of absorption are not still completely known, chalcones have shown a wide
variety of biological activities. Several studies have demonstrated that, either from natural sources or
synthetic, chalcones can impact on glucose and lipid metabolism and their health benefits have been
studied in relation to type 2 diabetes [379]. Chalcones have shown hypoglycemic capacity, the ability
to modulate food intake and activate AMPK, as well as antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, anticancer,
anti-obesity, hepatoprotective and neuroprotective properties [380–392] Although there are no many
studies in humans the effects of chalcones in the obese phenotype in animal models are similar to the
ones described for other flavonoids, thus suggesting a potential therapeutic role of these group of
bioactive compounds.

9.1. The Hepatoprotective Role of Chalcones

Chalcones have hepatoprotective properties in NAFLD, alcoholic fatty liver, drug- and
toxicant-induced liver injury, and liver cancer [381]. It has been described that chalcones are able to
inhibit the synthesis of triglycerides and the lipogenesis, to increase FAO, and to modulate adiponectin
production and signaling.

Licochalcone F, a novel synthetic retrochalcone, has shown anti-inflammatory properties when
administered to diet-induced obese mice. Licochalcone F inhibited TNFa-induced NF-kB activation
and the mRNA expression of several pro-inflammatory markers. In the liver licochalcone F alleviated
hepatic steatosis, by decreasing lipid droplets and glycogen deposition [380]. On its side, Licochalcone A,
a chalcone isolated from Glycyrrhiza uralensis, administered to HFD-fed mice, reduced body weight,
decreased serum triglycerides, LDL free fatty acids and fasting blood glucose, ameliorated hepatic
steatosis, reduced lipid droplet accumulation [393]. In the liver, licochalcone A downregulated the
protein levels of SREBP1c, PPARγ, and FASN as well as increased the phosphorylation of HSL, ATGL
and ACC enzymes [393]. Moreover, licochalcone A increase the protein levels of CPT1A and stimulated
SIRT1 and AMPK activity [393]. Taken together, licochalcone A ameliorated obesity and NAFLD in
mice at least in part by reducing the fatty acid synthesis and increasing lipolysis and FAO via the
activation of the SIRT1/AMPK pathway.

In a mouse model of HFD-induced obesity, trans-chalcone reduced the ALT levels and increased
the HDL [394]. Similarly, in a mouse model of non-alcoholic steatohepatitis KK-Ay mice, xanthohumol,
the chalcone from beer hops (Humulus lupulus L.), diminished hepatic inflammation and prevented
from the expression of profibrogenic genes in the liver [395] as well as lowered hepatic fatty acid
synthesis through the downregulation of Srebp1c expression and promoted FAO by upregulating the
mRNA expression of Pparα in KK-Ay mice [396]. Moreover, in HFD-fed mice, xanthohumol prevented



Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 26 of 54

body weight gain; decreased glycemia, triglyceride and cholesterol, and improved insulin sensitivity.
Xanthohumol activated the hepatic and skeletal muscle AMPK, downregulated the expression of
Srebp1c and Fasn and inhibited the activity of ACC, thus reducing the lipogenic pathway [386,397].

According to these data, aspalathin a C-glucosyl dihydrochalcone present in rooibos tea from
Aspalathus linearis, also activated AMPK and reduced the expression of hepatic enzymes and
transcriptional regulators that are associated with either gluconeogenesis and/or lipogenesis (Acc, Fasn,
Scd) in diabetic ob/ob mice [388,398]. Furthermore, Aspalathin-enriched green rooibos extract (GRE)
improved hepatic insulin resistance via the regulation of the PI3K/AKT and AMPK Pathways [399].
In obese insulin resistant rats GRE upregulated the expression of Glut2, insulin receptor (Insr), Irs1 and
Irs2, as well as Cpt1a [399]. Finally, Isoliquiritigenin at a low dose ameliorated insulin resistance and
NAFLD in diet-induced obese mice. Isoliquiritigenin administration to HFD-fed mice decreased body
fat mass and plasma cholesterol as well as alleviated hepatic steatosis (smaller lipid droplets) with no
changes in TG and FFA serum levels [400]. It has been described that isoliquiritigenin suppressed the
expression of lipogenic genes (Fasn and Scd1) and increased FAO activity. Moreover, isoliquiritigenin
improved the insulin signaling in the liver and muscle [400].

Besides chalcones, chalcones-enriched products like Safflower yellow or ashitaba have
demonstrated hepatoprotective properties. In mice fed with HFD, Safflower yellow improved
lipid profile and alleviated fatty liver in a mechanism that has been associated to a reduction of the
biosynthesis of intracellular cholesterol. Safflower yellow significantly reduced the levels of total
cholesterol, triglycerides, LDL-cholesterol and the LDL/HDL ratio [401]. On its side, ashitaba (Angelica
keiskei) extract showed hepatoprotective activity in fructose-induced dyslipidemia due to increased
expression of FAO genes in the liver. Treatment with this extract upregulated the expression of the
Acox1, Mcad, ATP-binding membrane cassette transporter A1 (ABCA1) and apolipoprotein A1 (Apo-A1) [402].
In a similar way, this extract exerted hepatoprotective effects in HFD-fed mice. Ashitaba extract
reduced plasma levels of cholesterol, glucose, and insulin, lowered triglyceride and cholesterol content
in the liver, inhibited hepatic lipogenesis by downregulating Srebp1 and Fasn and activated FAO by
upregulating the expression of Cpt1A and Pparα [403]. The proposed mechanism underlying this
hepatic metabolic effects is an activation of the AMPK enzyme in the liver [403].

In some of the studies the hepatoprotective role of chalcones has been linked to the adiponectin
production. Concretely, trans-chalcone administration to high cholesterol diet-induced liver fibrosis
increased the serum levels of adiponectin and the hepatic antioxidant enzymes, thus alleviating liver
damage [404]. Similarly, xanthohumol and ashitaba extract or licochalcone A also increased the
adiponectin expression and secretion [393,403,405].

9.2. Chalcones in the Adipose Tissue, Upregulation of Adiponectin, Induction of Browning and Enhancement of
Energy Expenditure

As has been mentioned above, chalcones induce adiponectin expression and secretion but also
improve adipocytes function and reduce fat depots. Different molecular mechanisms underlying these
effects has been described.

The treatment of obese mice with licochalcone F to reduced adipocyte size and ameliorated
macrophage infiltration in WAT depots as well as enhanced Akt signaling and reduced p38 MAPK
pathway [380]. On its side, the administration of Licochalcone A, isoliquiritigenin or a Glycyrrhiza
uralensis extract containing licochalcone A, isoliquiritigenin, and liquiritigenin to diet-induced obese
mice reduced body weight gain and adipose tissues depots [393,400,406]. In this case, Licochalcone A
and Glycyrrhiza uralensis extract induced the browning phenotype in the iWAT this fat depot [393,406]
as it is demonstrated by the enhanced expression of brown fat markers such as Ucp1, Prdm16 and
Pgc1α [406]. By contrast, isoliquiritigenin elevated energy expenditure by increasing the expression of
thermogenic genes (Ucp1 and Prdm16) as well as Sirt1 that is linked to mitochondrial biogenesis [407]
in interscapular BAT [400].
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Finally, butein, besides its anti-inflammatory activity via the p38 MAPK/Nrf2/HO-1 pathway that
leads to a reduction of the adipocyte hypertrophy [408] is also capable to enhance energy expenditure
and increase thermogenesis. Butein induced the browning phenotype in the iWAT (upregulation of
Ucp1, Prdm16, cytochrome C oxidase 8b, and Cidea) and increased the UCP1 protein levels in BAT in
HFD-fed mice as well as in lean mice. The proposed molecular mechanism underlying these effects is
the induction of the PR domain containing 4 (Prdm4) and the activation of the PI3Kα/Akt1/PR domain
containing 4 (Prdm4) axis [409,410]. The browning effect of butein was not observed in other mice
models such as ThermoMouse strain nor in methionine- and choline-deficient diet-fed mice [411].
Butein actions have also been linked to its capacity to downregulate PPARγ expression [387,410].

Finally, chalcone-rich extracts such as Safflower yellow or Ashitaba extract have also demonstrated
effects in adipose tissues. Concretely, in mice fed with HFD, Safflower yellow administration
exerts anti-obesity and insulin-sensitizing effects by upregulating the expression of Pgc1α that may
indicate a browning phenotype of the scWAT as well as activating the protein levels of AKT and
GSK3β in visceral WAT [412]. On its side, Ashitaba extract suppressed the HF diet-induced body
weight gain and fat deposition in WAT, increased the adiponectin level and the phosphorylation
AMPK, inhibited lipogenesis by downregulating Pparγ, CCAAT/enhancer-binding protein α (C/ebpα) and
Srebp1 [403].

9.3. Chalcones in CNS: A Potential Neuroprotective Role

The antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties of chalcones has been linked to some of
their neuroprotective effects [382,383,389] but no studies with obesity-related neuronal damage has
been found. Further studies are needed to identify the potential therapeutic role of chalcones on this
obesity side effect.

10. Concluding Remarks

Undoubtedly flavonoids are potential therapeutic agents against metabolic disorders such as
obesity, type 2 diabetes or NAFLD. Their impact in CNS, liver, and adipose tissue has been extensively
studied and the results let us to be optimistic. Several metabolic effects and signaling pathways have
been described underlying the anti-obesity effects of flavonoids specially in liver, EAT and BAT but
also in CNS. Globally theses effects go to control body weight, improve insulin sensitivity, reduce fat
accumulation in adipose tissues as well in ectopic depots and to increase energy expenditure (Figure 1).
Furthermore, the data presented in this review highlight that:

• Flavonoids are effective over a high variety of obesity and obesity-related diseases models.
• The anti-obesity effects of flavonoids are robust and consistent as they can be achieved using

different sources, ways of administration and doses.
• Most of the molecular mechanisms underlying the anti-obesity effects of flavonoids are shared for

the different subclasses of flavonoids (Tables 2 and 3).
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Figure 1. Summary of the metabolic and signaling pathways underlying the anti-obesity effects of
flavonoids. Molecular mechanisms underlying the beneficial effects of flavonoids have been widely
studied and, in many cases, involved the activation of the AMP-activated protein kinase (AMPK).
AMPK is a key enzyme for the control of lipid metabolism and adipogenesis. AMPK phosphorylation
and activation promote catabolic processes such as FAO, glucose uptake, or glycolysis as well as inhibits
anabolic pathways such as fatty acid synthesis or gluconeogenesis.

Even so more research is needed to confirm their therapeutically functionality in humans, the doses
and times needed for their effectiveness or the better combination of bioactive compounds. Nowadays
is still difficult to answer some crucial questions such as what is the effective dose of polyphenols; and
for how long do we need to intake them to get positive effects? It is obvious that differences among
experimental diets to induce fatty liver, dosages of bioactive compounds as well as the presence of other
food compounds or the use of isolated or extracted polyphenols could influence the outcomes obtained.
Furthermore, the use of flavonoids as a preventive or for treatment also show different results. Usually,
the doses used in published papers are much higher than the ones reached from fruits and vegetables
consumed as a whole.

The Predimed study determined that Spanish adults should intake around 820 ± 323 mg of
polyphones/day in a 2000 Kcal diet to get their beneficial effects [25,27] but probably these effects at
this dose are closely related to the MedDiet lifestyle. It is evident that, as MedDiet, some other dietary
patterns include high amounts of fruits, vegetables or polyphenols-rich beverages that make possible to
reach the optimal doses of polyphenols and by extension of flavonoids. Then, the question is: Are the
effects of polyphenols linked to the dietary pattern where they are included? Two recent systematic
reviews analyzed if there are enough evidence to define a health promoting polyphenol-rich dietary
pattern and concluded that the high variability in the experimental approaches and methods used to
evaluate polyphenols intake and health outcomes make difficult to stablish specific polyphenol intake
recommendations and to clarify whether total flavonoids or rather individual subclasses may exert
beneficial effects [30,36].

Moreover, low is known about the effects of combining different bioactive compounds from
different families. Are they going to have synergic, additive or antagonic effects? And not less
important is the need to identify the role of the food matrix on polyphenols and flavonoid effects.
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Table 2. Metabolic effects and signaling pathways underlying the anti-obesity effects of flavonoids in the liver.

Liver Anthocyanins Flavanols Flavanones Flavonols

Signaling pathways Activation of the AMPK
Inactivation of mTOR pathway

Activation of the AMPK.
Activation of SIRT and SIRT/FoxO1 pathway.
Activation of the PKB/AKT—p-GSK3a and p-PTEN
Activation of PKA
Inactivation of mTOR pathway
Activation of the PXR/CAR-mediated phase II
metabolism

Activation of the AMPK
Activation of AMPK/SIRT1/PGC1α axis
Activation of FGF21 signaling

Activation of the AMPK
Activation of
AMPK/PG1α/ERRα axis
Inactivation of LXR/SREBP1c
axis
Inactivation of mTOR pathway
Inhibition of the
PKB/AKT—downregulation of
SREBP1
↑ Adiponectin signaling

Lipid metabolism
↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑ FA consumption (FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets

↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑ FA consumption (FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets
↓ Cholesterol synthesis and bile acids reabsorption

↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑ FA consumption (FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets

↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑ FA consumption (FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets
↓ Cholesterol synthesis

Glucose metabolism

↓ Gluconeogenesis
↑ Glucose transport
↑ Glycolysis
↑ Insulin signaling

↓ Gluconeogenesis
↓ Gluconeogenesis
↓ Glucose transport
↑ Glycolysis

↑ Glucose transport
↑ Insulin signaling

LIVER Isoflavones Flavones Chalcones

Signaling pathways
Activation of the AMPK
Blockade of aldose reductase (AR)/polyol pathway
Activation of the PKB/AKT

Activation of the AMPK.
Inactivation of LXR/SREBP1c axis.
Nuclear erythroid 2-related factor 2 (Nrf2) and
PPARγ activity
↑ Adiponectin signaling

Activation of the AMPK
Activation of AMPK/SIRT pathway
Activation PI3K/AKT/PRDM4 signaling

Lipid metabolism
↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑ FA consumption (FAO)
↓ Cholesterol synthesis

↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑↓ FA consumption (FAO)

↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis
↑ FA consumption (FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets
↓ Cholesterol synthesis

Glucose metabolism
↓ Gluconeogenesis
↑ Glucose transport
↑ Insulin signaling

↓ Gluconeogenesis
↓ Gluconeogenesis
↑ Glucose transport
↑ Insulin signaling
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Table 3. Metabolic effects and signaling pathways underlying the anti-obesity effects of flavonoids in the adipose tissues.

Adipose Tissue Anthocyanins Flavanols Flavanones Flavonols

Signaling pathways

Activation of the AMPK
Activation of SIRT and
SIRT/FoxO1 pathway
Activation of the FDNC5/Irisin
pathway
↑ FGF21 signaling

Activation of b-adrenergic receptor—↑ cAMP/PKA
Inhibition of the PDE
↑ Adiponectin signaling

Activation of b-adrenergic
receptor—↑ cAMP/PKA
Activation of the
AMPK/SIRT1 pathway
Activation of SIRT1/PGC1α axis

Adipokines ↓ Leptin
↑ Adiponectin

↓ Leptin
↑ Adiponectin ↑ Adiponectin

Adipose tissue profile
↑ Browning and
Thermogenesis
↓ Adipogenesis

↑ Browning and Thermogenesis
↓ Adipogenesis ↑ Browning and Thermogenesis ↑ Browning and Thermogenesis

↓↑ Adipogenesis

Lipid metabolism

↑ FA consumption (lipolysis
and FAO)
↓↑ Lipogenesis and TG
synthesis
↓ Lipid droplets

↑ FA consumption (lipolysis and FAO)
↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis

↑ FA consumption (lipolysis and FAO)
↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis

↑ FA consumption (lipolysis and
FAO)
↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis

Glucose metabolism ↑ Glucose transport ↑ Glucose transport ↑ Glucose transport

ADIPOSE TISSUE Isoflavones Flavones Chalcones

Signaling pathways
Activation of the AMPK
Activation of the FDNC5/Irisin pathway

Activation of the AMPK
Activation of the AMPK/PGC1α axis
Activation of the STAT3/CD36
signaling pathway

Activation of the AMPK
Activation PI3K/AKT signaling

Adipokines ↓ Leptin
↑ Adiponectin ↑ Adiponectin

Adipose tissue profile ↑ Browning and Thermogenesis ↑ Browning and Thermogenesis
↓ Adipogenesis ↑ Browning and Thermogenesis

Lipid metabolism
↑ FA consumption (lipolysis and FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets
↓ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis

↑ FA consumption (lipolysis and FAO)
↓ Lipid droplets
↓↑ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis

↑ FA consumption (lipolysis and FAO)
↓↑ Lipogenesis and TG synthesis

Glucose metabolism ↑ Glucose transport
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The bioavailability of polyphenols is low and not just their basic chemical structures (aglycons) are
key but also the attachment of additional groups. There are described around 8000 structures
of polyphenols with different physiological impact and several chemical structures, but all of
them with at least one a phenolic ring with one or more hydroxyl groups attached [38,413,414].
The polyphenols absorption in human body is dose- and type-dependent and their effects are related to
their bioavailability and pharmacokinetics. They show a low absorption rate and limited stability during
pass through the intestinal tract where microbiome may contribute to their absorption. Once absorbed,
polyphenols enter portal circulation and are metabolized in the liver. This first pass metabolism
modifies the polyphenol structure and in consequence its bioavailability and bioactivity [415,416].
Finally, the conjugate metabolites reach the bloodstream and the target tissues [415–418].

Several studies have demonstrated that the bioavailability and safety of polyphenols changed
when they are included in a food matrix [419–421]. Although most of the assays has been done
with in vitro models of digestion [422] it seems that the food matrices protect bioactive compounds
from intestinal degradation [420,423]. Finally, also cooking processes would have an impact in the
polyphenols content and bioavailability of some preparations [424–426]. On the other side, it has
been described that bioactive compounds with antioxidant properties are safe and beneficial but that
exogenous supplementation with isolated compounds can be toxic [427].

The role of intestinal digestion and microbiota impact on polyphenols’ effects must be also
considered. Besides their direct action in the liver, some flavonoids may exert their metabolic effects
through the gut microbiota modulation. An experimental approach with rabbits described that
procyanidin b2 may downregulated fatty acid synthesis genes and protected against obesity and
NAFLD by increasing the ratio of Bacteroidetes and Akkermansia [159]. Similar results were obtained
with green tea oolong tea and black tea water extracts that administered to HFD-fed mice improved the
glucose tolerance and reduced the weight gained caused by the HFD. Moreover, these animals showed
a better hepatic lipid profile and a reduced mass of the WAT. These effects were accompanied by a
reduction in plasma LPS, thus indicating less production and a significant increase in the production of
short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs). A metagenomic analysis indicated that the tea extracts changed the
gut microbiota’s composition [428]. In the same way also flavones ‘effects on obesity has been linked to
gut microbiota modifications [338]. Oral hydroxysafflor yellow A (HSYA) reversed the HFD-induced
gut microbiota dysbiosis and reduced the obese phenotype [429].

Author Contributions: V.S., H.S.-L., G.A. and J.R. performed the literature research and wrote the first draft of
the manuscript; P.F.M., D.H. and J.R. evaluated the information, reviewed and edited the manuscript to define its
last version. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This study was supported by the Ministerio de Economía y Competitividad [grants AGL2017-82417-R
to PFM and DH, by the Generalitat de Catalunya [grants 2017SGR683, VS was supported by Conicyt’s fellowship
from the Government of Chile. The APC was funded by the University of Barcelona.

Acknowledgments: We acknowledge Jacques Truffert for the images used in Table 1 and Ursula Martínez-Garza
for the images used in Figure 1. Chemical structures of flavonoids’ subclasses from Table 1 have been done
with Chemdraw®.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Romieu, I.; Dossus, L.; Barquera, S.; Blottiere, H.M.; Franks, P.W.; Gunter, M.; Hwalla, N.; Hursting, S.D.;
Leitzmann, M.; Margetts, B.; et al. Energy balance and obesity: What are the main drivers?
Cancer Causes Control 2017, 28, 247–258. [PubMed]

2. Eckel, R.H.; Kahn, S.E.; Ferrannini, E.; Goldfine, A.B.; Nathan, D.M.; Schwartz, M.W.; Smith, R.J.;
Smith, S.R. Obesity and type 2 diabetes: What can be unified and what needs to be individualized?
J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 2011, 96, 1654–1663. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

3. O’Neill, S.; O’Driscoll, L. Metabolic syndrome: A closer look at the growing epidemic and its associated
pathologies. Obes. Rev. 2015, 16, 1–12. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28210884
http://dx.doi.org/10.1210/jc.2011-0585
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21602457
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/obr.12229
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25407540


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 32 of 54

4. Picone, P.; Di Carlo, M.; Nuzzo, D. Obesity and Alzheimer disease: Molecular bases. Eur. J. Neurosci. 2020,
1–7. [CrossRef]

5. Mazon, J.N.; de Mello, A.H.; Ferreira, G.K.; Rezin, G.T. The impact of obesity on neurodegenerative diseases.
Life Sci. 2017, 182, 22–28. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Samson, S.L.; Garber, A.J. Metabolic syndrome. Endocrinol. Metab. Clin. N. Am. 2014, 43, 1–23. [CrossRef]
7. Peirce, V.; Carobbio, S.; Vidal-Puig, A. The different shades of fat. Nature 2014, 510, 76–83. [CrossRef]
8. Carobbio, S.; Pellegrinelli, V.; Vidal-Puig, A. Adipose Tissue Function and Expandability as Determinants of

Lipotoxicity and the Metabolic Syndrome. Adv. Exp. Med. Biol. 2017, 960, 161–196.
9. Reagan, L.P. Insulin signaling effects on memory and mood. Curr. Opin. Pharmacol. 2007, 7, 633–637.

[CrossRef]
10. Craft, S. Insulin Resistance and Alzheimers Disease Pathogenesis: Potential Mechanisms and Implications

for Treatment. Curr. Alzheimer Res. 2007, 4, 147–152. [CrossRef]
11. Pugazhenthi, S.; Qin, L.; Reddy, P.H. Common neurodegenerative pathways in obesity, diabetes, and

Alzheimer’s disease. Biochim. Biophys. Acta Mol. Basis Dis. 2017, 1863, 1037–1045. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
12. Lustman, P.J.; Clouse, R.E. Depression in diabetic patients: The relationship between mood and glycemic

control. J. Diabetes Complicat. 2005, 19, 113–122. [PubMed]
13. Samodien, E.; Johnson, R.; Pheiffer, C.; Mabasa, L.; Erasmus, M.; Louw, J.; Chellan, N. Diet-induced

hypothalamic dysfunction and metabolic disease, and the therapeutic potential of polyphenols. Mol. Metab.
2019, 27, 1–10. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Serra-Majem, L.; Roman, B.; Estruch, R. Scientific evidence of interventions using the Mediterranean diet:
A systematic review. Nutr. Rev. 2006, 64, S27–S47. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Bendall, C.L.; Mayr, H.L.; Opie, R.S.; Bes-Rastrollo, M.; Itsiopoulos, C.; Thomas, C.J. Central obesity and the
Mediterranean diet: A systematic review of intervention trials. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 2018, 58, 3070–3084.
[CrossRef]

16. Sofi, F.; Macchi, C.; Abbate, R.; Gensini, G.F.; Casini, A. Mediterranean diet and health. BioFactors 2013, 39,
335–342. [CrossRef]

17. Estruch, R.; Martinez-Gonzalez, M.A.; Corella, D.; Salas-Salvado, J.; Fito, M.; Chiva-Blanch, G.; Fiol, M.;
Gomez-Gracia, E.; Aros, F.; Lapetra, J.; et al. Effect of a high-fat Mediterranean diet on bodyweight and waist
circumference: A prespecified secondary outcomes analysis of the PREDIMED randomised controlled trial.
Lancet Diabetes Endocrinol. 2019, 7, e6–e17. [CrossRef]

18. Tresserra-Rimbau, A.; Guasch-Ferre, M.; Salas-Salvado, J.; Toledo, E.; Corella, D.; Castaner, O.; Guo, X.;
Gomez-Gracia, E.; Lapetra, J.; Aros, F.; et al. Intake of Total Polyphenols and Some Classes of Polyphenols Is
Inversely Associated with Diabetes in Elderly People at High Cardiovascular Disease Risk. J. Nutr. 2016, 146,
767–777.

19. Chiva-Blanch, G.; Badimon, L.; Estruch, R. Latest evidence of the effects of the Mediterranean diet in
prevention of cardiovascular disease. Curr. Atheroscler. Rep. 2014, 16, 446. [CrossRef]

20. Martínez-González, M.A.; Salas-Salvadó, J.; Estruch, R.; Corella, D.; Fitó, M.; Ros, E. Benefits of the
Mediterranean Diet: Insights from the PREDIMED Study. Prog. Cardiovasc. Dis. 2015, 58, 50–60. [CrossRef]

21. Casas, R.; Sacanella, E.; Urpi-Sarda, M.; Chiva-Blanch, G.; Ros, E.; Martinez-Gonzalez, M.-A.; Covas, M.-I.;
Salas-Salvado, J.; Fiol, M.; Aros, F.; et al. The effects of the mediterranean diet on biomarkers of vascular wall
inflammation and plaque vulnerability in subjects with high risk for cardiovascular disease. A randomized
trial. PLoS ONE 2014, 9, e100084. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

22. Amiot, M.J.; Riva, C.; Vinet, A. Effects of dietary polyphenols on metabolic syndrome features in humans:
A systematic review. Obes. Rev. 2016, 17, 573–586. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

23. Castro-Barquero, S.; Lamuela-Raventós, R.M.; Doménech, M.; Estruch, R. Relationship between
mediterranean dietary polyphenol intake and obesity. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1523. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

24. Schwingshackl, L.; Morze, J.; Hoffmann, G. Mediterranean diet and health status: Active ingredients and
pharmacological mechanisms. Br. J. Pharmacol. 2019, 177, 1241–1257. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

25. Tresserra-Rimbau, A.; Rimm, E.B.; Medina-Remón, A.; Martínez-González, M.A.; López-Sabater, M.C.;
Covas, M.I.; Corella, D.; Salas-Salvadó, J.; Gómez-Gracia, E.; Lapetra, J.; et al. Polyphenol intake and mortality
risk: A re-analysis of the PREDIMED trial. BMC Med. 2014, 12, 77. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Tresserra-Rimbau, A.; Rimm, E.B.; Medina-Remón, A.; Martínez-González, M.A.; de la Torre, R.; Corella, D.;
Salas-Salvadó, J.; Gómez-Gracia, E.; Lapetra, J.; Arós, F.; et al. Inverse association between habitual polyphenol

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/ejn.14758
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lfs.2017.06.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28583368
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecl.2013.09.009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature13477
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.coph.2007.10.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/156720507780362137
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbadis.2016.04.017
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27156888
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15745842
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molmet.2019.06.022
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31300352
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1753-4887.2006.tb00232.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16532897
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2017.1351917
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/biof.1096
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2213-8587(19)30074-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11883-014-0446-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pcad.2015.04.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0100084
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24925270
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/obr.12409
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27079631
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10101523
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30336572
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/bph.14778
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31243760
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1741-7015-12-77
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24886552


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 33 of 54

intake and incidence of cardiovascular events in the PREDIMED study. Nutr. Metab. Cardiovasc. Dis. 2014,
24, 639–647. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

27. Tresserra-Rimbau, A.; Medina-Remón, A.; Pérez-Jiménez, J.; Martínez-González, M.A.; Covas, M.I.;
Corella, D.; Salas-Salvadó, J.; Gómez-Gracia, E.; Lapetra, J.; Arós, F.; et al. Dietary intake and major
food sources of polyphenols in a Spanish population at high cardiovascular risk: The PREDIMED study.
Nutr. Metab. Cardiovasc. Dis. 2013, 23, 953–959. [CrossRef]

28. Medina-Rem??n, A.; Tresserra-Rimbau, A.; Pons, A.; Tur, J.A.; Martorell, M.; Ros, E.; Buil-Cosiales, P.;
Sacanella, E.; Covas, M.I.; Corella, D.; et al. Effects of total dietary polyphenols on plasma nitric oxide
and blood pressure in a high cardiovascular risk cohort. The PREDIMED randomized trial. Nutr. Metab.
Cardiovasc. Dis. 2015, 25, 60–67. [CrossRef]

29. Manach, C.; Scalbert, A.; Morand, C.; Rémésy, C.; Jiménez, L. Polyphenols: Food sources and bioavailability.
Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 2004, 79, 727–747. [CrossRef]

30. Godos, J.; Vitale, M.; Micek, A.; Ray, S.; Martini, D.; Del Rio, D.; Riccardi, G.; Galvano, F.; Grosso, G.
Dietary Polyphenol Intake, Blood Pressure, and Hypertension: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of
Observational Studies. Antioxidants 2019, 8, 152. [CrossRef]

31. Williamson, G. The role of polyphenols in modern nutrition. Nutr. Bull. 2017, 42, 226–235. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

32. Vauzour, D.; Rodriguez-Mateos, A.; Corona, G.; Oruna-Concha, M.J.; Spencer, J.P.E. Polyphenols and human
health: Prevention of disease and mechanisms of action. Nutrients 2010, 2, 1106–1131. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

33. Xing, T.; Kang, Y.; Xu, X.; Wang, B.; Du, M.; Zhu, M.J. Raspberry Supplementation Improves Insulin Signaling
and Promotes Brown-Like Adipocyte Development in White Adipose Tissue of Obese Mice. Mol. Nutr.
Food Res. 2018, 62, 1701035. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

34. Saibandith, B.; Spencer, J.P.E.; Rowland, I.R.; Commane, D.M. Olive Polyphenols and the Metabolic Syndrome.
Molecules 2017, 22, 1082. [CrossRef]

35. Castelli, V.; Grassi, D.; Bocale, R.; d’Angelo, M.; Antonosante, A.; Cimini, A.; Ferri, C.; Desideri, G. Diet and
Brain Health: Which Role for Polyphenols? Curr. Pharm. Des. 2018, 24, 227–238. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

36. Del Bo’, C.; Bernardi, S.; Marino, M.; Porrini, M.; Tucci, M.; Guglielmetti, S.; Cherubini, A.; Carrieri, B.;
Kirkup, B.; Kroon, P.; et al. Systematic Review on Polyphenol Intake and Health Outcomes: Is there Sufficient
Evidence to Define a Health-Promoting Polyphenol-Rich Dietary Pattern? Nutrients 2019, 11, 1355.

37. Konstantinidi, M.; Koutelidakis, A.E. Functional Foods and Bioactive Compounds: A Review of Its Possible
Role on Weight Management and Obesity’s Metabolic Consequences. Medicines 2019, 6, 94. [CrossRef]

38. Bohn, T. Dietary factors affecting polyphenol bioavailability. Nutr. Rev. 2014, 72, 429–452. [CrossRef]
39. Lavefve, L.; Howard, L.R.; Carbonero, F. Berry polyphenols metabolism and impact on human gut microbiota

and health. Food Funct. 2020, 11, 45–65. [CrossRef]
40. Eker, M.E.; Aaby, K.; Budic-Leto, I.; Brncic, S.R.; El, S.N.; Karakaya, S.; Simsek, S.; Manach, C.; Wiczkowski, W.;

de Pascual-Teresa, S. A Review of Factors Affecting Anthocyanin Bioavailability: Possible Implications for
the Inter-Individual Variability. Foods 2019, 9, 2. [CrossRef]

41. Xiao, J.B.; Högger, P. Dietary polyphenols and type 2 diabetes: Current insights and future perspectives.
Curr. Med. Chem. 2015, 22, 23–38. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

42. Panche, A.N.; Diwan, A.D.; Chandra, S.R. Flavonoids: An overview. J. Nutr. Sci. 2016, 5, e47. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

43. Caro-Ordieres, T.; Marín-Royo, G.; Opazo-Ríos, L.; Jiménez-Castilla, L.; Moreno, J.A.; Gómez-Guerrero, C.;
Egido, J. The Coming Age of Flavonoids in the Treatment of Diabetic Complications. J. Clin. Med. 2020, 9,
346. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

44. Xu, H.; Luo, J.; Huang, J.; Wen, Q. Flavonoids intake and risk of type 2 diabetes mellitus: A meta-analysis of
prospective cohort studies. Medicine 2018, 97, e0686. [CrossRef]

45. Al-Ishaq, R.K.; Abotaleb, M.; Kubatka, P.; Kajo, K.; Busselberg, D. Flavonoids and Their Anti-Diabetic Effects:
Cellular Mechanisms and Effects to Improve Blood Sugar Levels. Biomolecules 2019, 9, 430. [CrossRef]

46. Hussain, T.; Tan, B.; Murtaza, G.; Liu, G.; Rahu, N.; Saleem Kalhoro, M.; Hussain Kalhoro, D.; Adebowale, T.O.;
Usman Mazhar, M.; Rehman, Z.U.; et al. Flavonoids and type 2 diabetes: Evidence of efficacy in clinical
and animal studies and delivery strategies to enhance their therapeutic efficacy. Pharmacol. Res. 2020, 152,
104629. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2013.12.014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24552647
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2012.10.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2014.09.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/ajcn/79.5.727
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox8060152
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/nbu.12278
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28983192
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu2111106
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22254000
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201701035
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29322691
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules22071082
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/1381612824666171213100449
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29237377
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/medicines6030094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/nure.12114
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO01634A
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/foods9010002
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/0929867321666140706130807
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25005188
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/jns.2016.41
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28620474
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/jcm9020346
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32012726
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/MD.0000000000010686
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/biom9090430
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phrs.2020.104629


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 34 of 54

47. Rees, A.; Dodd, G.F.; Spencer, J.P.E. The effects of flavonoids on cardiovascular health: A review of human
intervention trials and implications for cerebrovascular function. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1852. [CrossRef]

48. Kawser Hossain, M.; Abdal Dayem, A.; Han, J.; Yin, Y.; Kim, K.; Kumar Saha, S.; Yang, G.-M.; Choi, H.Y.;
Cho, S.-G. Molecular Mechanisms of the Anti-Obesity and Anti-Diabetic Properties of Flavonoids. Int. J.
Mol. Sci. 2016, 17, 569. [CrossRef]

49. Shin, J.H.; Jung, J.H. Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease and flavonoids: Current perspectives. Clin. Res.
Hepatol. Gastroenterol. 2017, 41, 17–24. [CrossRef]

50. Salomone, F.; Godos, J.; Zelber-Sagi, S. Natural antioxidants for non-alcoholic fatty liver disease: Molecular
targets and clinical perspectives. Liver Int. 2016, 36, 5–20. [CrossRef]

51. Khan, M.S.; Ikram, M.; Park, J.S.; Park, T.J.; Kim, M.O. Gut Microbiota, Its Role in Induction of Alzheimer’s
Disease Pathology, and Possible Therapeutic Interventions: Special Focus on Anthocyanins. Cells 2020, 9,
853. [CrossRef]

52. Reddy, V.P.; Aryal, P.; Robinson, S.; Rafiu, R.; Obrenovich, M.; Perry, G. Polyphenols in Alzheimer’s Disease
and in the Gut–Brain Axis. Microorganisms 2020, 8, 199. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

53. Garcia, D.; Shaw, R.J. AMPK: Mechanisms of Cellular Energy Sensing and Restoration of Metabolic Balance.
Mol. Cell 2017, 66, 789–800. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

54. Petropoulos, S.A.; Sampaio, S.L.; Di Gioia, F.; Tzortzakis, N.; Rouphael, Y.; Kyriacou, M.C.; Ferreira, I.
Grown to be Blue-Antioxidant Properties and Health Effects of Colored Vegetables. Part I: Root Vegetables.
Antioxidants 2019, 8, 617. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

55. Di Gioia, F.; Tzortzakis, N.; Rouphael, Y.; Kyriacou, M.C.; Sampaio, S.L.; Ferreira, I.C.F.R.; Petropoulos, S.A.
Grown to be Blue-Antioxidant Properties and Health Effects of Colored Vegetables. Part II: Leafy, Fruit, and
Other Vegetables. Antioxidants 2020, 9, 97. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

56. Bendokas, V.; Skemiene, K.; Trumbeckaite, S.; Stanys, V.; Passamonti, S.; Borutaite, V.; Liobikas, J.
Anthocyanins: From plant pigments to health benefits at mitochondrial level. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 2019,
1–14. [CrossRef]

57. Gomes, J.V.P.; Rigolon, T.C.B.; da Silveira Souza, M.S.; Alvarez-Leite, J.I.; Della Lucia, C.M.; Martino, H.S.D.;
Rosa, C.D.O.B. Antiobesity effects of anthocyanins on mitochondrial biogenesis, inflammation, and oxidative
stress: A systematic review. Nutrition 2019, 66, 192–202. [CrossRef]

58. Bhaswant, M.; Shafie, S.R.; Mathai, M.L.; Mouatt, P.; Brown, L. Anthocyanins in chokeberry and purple
maize attenuate diet-induced metabolic syndrome in rats. Nutrition 2017, 41, 24–31. [CrossRef]

59. Wu, T.; Gao, Y.; Guo, X.; Zhang, M.; Gong, L. Blackberry and blueberry anthocyanin supplementation
counteract high-fat-diet-induced obesity by alleviating oxidative stress and inflammation and accelerating
energy expenditure. Oxid. Med. Cell. Longev. 2018, 2018, 4051232. [CrossRef]

60. Wu, T.; Yu, Z.; Tang, Q.; Song, H.; Gao, Z.; Chen, W.; Zheng, X. Honeysuckle anthocyanin supplementation
prevents diet-induced obesity in C57BL/6 mice. Food Funct. 2013, 4, 1654–1661. [CrossRef]

61. Huang, H.; Chen, G.; Liao, D.; Zhu, Y.; Xue, X. Effects of Berries Consumption on Cardiovascular Risk Factors:
A Meta-analysis with Trial Sequential Analysis of Randomized Controlled Trials. Sci. Rep. 2016, 6, 23625.
[CrossRef]

62. Wang, X.; Zhang, Z.F.; Zheng, G.H.; Wang, A.M.; Sun, C.H.; Qin, S.P.; Zhuang, J.; Lu, J.; Ma, D.F.; Zheng, Y.L.
Attenuation of hepatic steatosis by purple sweet potato colour is associated with blocking Src/ERK/C/EBPβ
signalling in high-fat-diet-treated mice. Appl. Physiol. Nutr. Metab. 2017, 42, 1082–1091. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

63. Tsuda, T. Recent Progress in Anti-Obesity and Anti-Diabetes Effect of Berries. Antioxidants 2016, 5, 13.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

64. Calvano, A.; Izuora, K.; Oh, E.C.; Ebersole, J.L.; Lyons, T.J.; Basu, A. Dietary berries, insulin resistance and
type 2 diabetes: An overview of human feeding trials. Food Funct. 2019, 10, 6227–6243. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

65. de Pascual-Teresa, S.; Moreno, D.A.; García-Viguera, C. Flavanols and anthocyanins in cardiovascular health:
A review of current evidence. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2010, 11, 1479–1703. [CrossRef]

66. He, J.; Giusti, M.M. Anthocyanins: Natural Colorants with Health-Promoting Properties. Annu. Rev. Food
Sci. Technol. 2010, 1, 163–187. [CrossRef]

67. Wood, E.; Hein, S.; Heiss, C.; Williams, C.; Rodriguez-Mateos, A. Blueberries and cardiovascular disease
prevention. Food Funct. 2019, 10, 7621–7633. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10121852
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms17040569
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clinre.2016.07.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/liv.12975
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/cells9040853
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms8020199
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32023969
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molcel.2017.05.032
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28622524
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox8120617
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31817206
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox9020097
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31979214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2019.1687421
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nut.2019.05.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nut.2016.12.009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2018/4051232
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c3fo60251f
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep23625
http://dx.doi.org/10.1139/apnm-2016-0635
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28636830
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox5020013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27058561
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO01426H
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31591634
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms11041679
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.food.080708.100754
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO02291K


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 35 of 54

68. Salamone, F.; Volti, G.L.; Titta, L.; Puzzo, L.; Barbagallo, I.; La Delia, F.; Zelber-Sagi, S.; Malaguarnera, M.;
Pelicci, P.G.; Giorgio, M.; et al. Moro orange juice prevents fatty liver in mice. World J. Gastroenterol. 2012, 18,
3862–3868. [CrossRef]

69. Esposito, D.; Damsud, T.; Wilson, M.; Grace, M.H.; Strauch, R.; Li, X.; Lila, M.A.; Komarnytsky, S. Black
Currant Anthocyanins Attenuate Weight Gain and Improve Glucose Metabolism in Diet-Induced Obese
Mice with Intact, but Not Disrupted, Gut Microbiome. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2015, 63, 6172–6180. [CrossRef]

70. Iizuka, Y.; Ozeki, A.; Tani, T.; Tsuda, T. Blackcurrant extract ameliorates hyperglycemia in type 2 diabetic
mice in association with increased basal secretion of glucagon-like peptide-1 and activation of AMP-activated
protein kinase. J. Nutr. Sci. Vitaminol. 2018, 64, 258–264. [CrossRef]

71. Choi, K.H.; Lee, H.A.; Park, M.H.; Han, J.-S. Mulberry (Morus alba L.) Fruit Extract Containing Anthocyanins
Improves Glycemic Control and Insulin Sensitivity via Activation of AMP-Activated Protein Kinase in
Diabetic C57BL/Ksj-db/db Mice. J. Med. Food 2016, 19, 737–745. [CrossRef]

72. Takikawa, M.; Inoue, S.; Horio, F.; Tsuda, T. Dietary Anthocyanin-Rich Bilberry Extract Ameliorates
Hyperglycemia and Insulin Sensitivity via Activation of AMP-Activated Protein Kinase in Diabetic Mice.
J. Nutr. 2010, 140, 527–533. [CrossRef]

73. You, Y.; Yuan, X.; Liu, X.; Liang, C.; Meng, M.; Huang, Y.; Han, X.; Guo, J.; Guo, Y.; Ren, C.; et al.
Cyanidin-3-glucoside increases whole body energy metabolism by upregulating brown adipose tissue
mitochondrial function. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2017, 61, 1700261. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

74. Nieman, D.C.; Simonson, A.; Sakaguchi, C.A.; Sha, W.; Blevins, T.; Hattabaugh, J.; Kohlmeier, M. Acute
Ingestion of a Mixed Flavonoid and Caffeine Supplement Increases Energy Expenditure and Fat Oxidation
in Adult Women: A Randomized, Crossover Clinical Trial. Nutrients 2019, 11, 2665. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

75. Rupasinghe, H.P.V.; Sekhon-Loodu, S.; Mantso, T.; Panayiotidis, M.I. Phytochemicals in regulating fatty
acid beta-oxidation: Potential underlying mechanisms and their involvement in obesity and weight loss.
Pharmacol. Ther. 2016, 165, 153–163. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

76. Solverson, P.M.; Rumpler, W.V.; Leger, J.L.; Redan, B.W.; Ferruzzi, M.G.; Baer, D.J.; Castonguay, T.W.;
Novotny, J.A. Blackberry Feeding Increases Fat Oxidation and Improves Insulin Sensitivity in Overweight
and Obese Males. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1048. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

77. Afzal, M.; Redha, A.; AlHasan, R. Anthocyanins Potentially Contribute to Defense against Alzheimer’s
Disease. Molecules 2019, 24, 4255. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

78. Burton-Freeman, B.M.; Sandhu, A.K.; Edirisinghe, I. Red Raspberries and Their Bioactive Polyphenols:
Cardiometabolic and Neuronal Health Links. Adv. Nutr. 2016, 7, 44–65. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

79. Zhang, J.; Wu, J.; Liu, F.; Tong, L.; Chen, Z.; Chen, J.; He, H.; Xu, R.; Ma, Y.; Huang, C. Neuroprotective
effects of anthocyanins and its major component cyanidin-3-O-glucoside (C3G) in the central nervous system:
An outlined review. Eur. J. Pharmacol. 2019, 858, 172500. [CrossRef]

80. Jiang, X.; Li, X.; Zhu, C.; Sun, J.; Tian, L.; Chen, W.; Bai, W. The target cells of anthocyanins in metabolic
syndrome. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 2019, 59, 921–946. [CrossRef]

81. Peng, C.-H.; Liu, L.-K.; Chuang, C.-M.; Chyau, C.-C.; Huang, C.-N.; Wang, C.-J. Mulberry Water Extracts
Possess an Anti-obesity Effect and Ability to Inhibit Hepatic Lipogenesis and Promote Lipolysis. J. Agric.
Food Chem. 2011, 59, 2663–2671. [CrossRef]

82. Sandoval, V.; Femenias, A.; Martinez-Garza, U.; Sanz-Lamora, H.; Castagnini, J.M.; Quifer-Rada, P.;
Lamuela-Raventos, R.M.; Marrero, P.F.; Haro, D.; Relat, J. Lyophilized Maqui (Aristotelia chilensis) Berry
Induces Browning in the Subcutaneous White Adipose Tissue and Ameliorates the Insulin Resistance in
High Fat Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Antioxidants 2019, 8, 360. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

83. Badshah, H.; Ullah, I.; Kim, S.E.; Kim, T.H.; Lee, H.Y.; Kim, M.O. Anthocyanins attenuate body weight gain
via modulating neuropeptide Y and GABAB1 receptor in rats hypothalamus. Neuropeptides 2013, 47, 347–353.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

84. Alvarez-Suarez, J.M.; Giampieri, F.; Tulipani, S.; Casoli, T.; Di Stefano, G.; González-Paramás, A.M.;
Santos-Buelga, C.; Busco, F.; Quiles, J.L.; Cordero, M.D.; et al. One-month strawberry-rich anthocyanin
supplementation ameliorates cardiovascular risk, oxidative stress markers and platelet activation in humans.
J. Nutr. Biochem. 2014, 25, 289–294. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

85. Novotny, J.A.; Baer, D.J.; Khoo, C.; Gebauer, S.K.; Charron, C.S. Cranberry Juice Consumption Lowers
Markers of Cardiometabolic Risk, Including Blood Pressure and Circulating C-Reactive Protein, Triglyceride,
and Glucose Concentrations in Adults. J. Nutr. 2015, 145, 1185–1193. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v18.i29.3862
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.5b00963
http://dx.doi.org/10.3177/jnsv.64.258
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/jmf.2016.3665
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/jn.109.118216
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201700261
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28691397
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11112665
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31694152
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pharmthera.2016.06.005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27288729
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10081048
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30096878
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules24234255
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31766696
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/an.115.009639
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26773014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejphar.2019.172500
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2018.1491022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/jf1043508
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox8090360
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31480627
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.npep.2013.06.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23830691
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2013.11.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24406274
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/jn.114.203190
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25904733


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 36 of 54

86. Yang, L.; Ling, W.; Yang, Y.; Chen, Y.; Tian, Z.; Du, Z.; Chen, J.; Xie, Y.; Liu, Z.; Yang, L. Role of Purified
Anthocyanins in Improving Cardiometabolic Risk Factors in Chinese Men and Women with Prediabetes or
Early Untreated Diabetes—A Randomized Controlled Trial. Nutrients 2017, 9, 1104. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

87. Valenti, L.; Riso, P.; Mazzocchi, A.; Porrini, M.; Fargion, S.; Agostoni, C. Dietary anthocyanins as nutritional
therapy for nonalcoholic fatty liver disease. Oxid. Med. Cell. Longev. 2013, 2013, 145421. [CrossRef]

88. Park, S.; Cho, S.M.; Jin, B.R.; Yang, H.J.; Yi, Q.J. Mixture of blackberry leaf and fruit extracts alleviates
non-alcoholic steatosis, enhances intestinal integrity, and increases Lactobacillus and Akkermansia in rats.
Exp. Biol. Med. 2019, 244, 1629–1641. [CrossRef]

89. Huang, T.-W.; Chang, C.-L.; Kao, E.-S.; Lin, J.-H. Effect of Hibiscus sabdariffa extract on high fat diet-induced
obesity and liver damage in hamsters. Food Nutr. Res. 2015, 59, 29018. [CrossRef]

90. Wu, T.; Qi, X.; Liu, Y.; Guo, J.; Zhu, R.; Chen, W.; Zheng, X.; Yu, T. Dietary supplementation with purified
mulberry (Morus australis Poir) anthocyanins suppresses body weight gain in high-fat diet fed C57BL/6
mice. Food Chem. 2013, 141, 482–487. [CrossRef]

91. Pei, L.; Wan, T.; Wang, S.; Ye, M.; Qiu, Y.; Jiang, R.; Pang, N.; Huang, Y.; Zhou, Y.; Jiang, X.; et al.
Cyanidin-3-O-β-glucoside regulates the activation and the secretion of adipokines from brown adipose
tissue and alleviates diet induced fatty liver. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2018, 105, 625–632. [CrossRef]

92. Franklin, R.; Bispo, R.F.M.; Sousa-Rodrigues, C.F.; Pires, L.A.S.; Fonseca, A.J.; Babinski, M.A. Grape
Leucoanthocyanidin Protects Liver Tissue in Albino Rabbits with Nonalcoholic Hepatic Steatosis.
Cells Tissues Organs 2018, 205, 129–136. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

93. Overall, J.; Bonney, S.A.; Wilson, M.; Beermann, A.; Grace, M.H.; Esposito, D.; Lila, M.A.; Komarnytsky, S.
Metabolic effects of berries with structurally diverse anthocyanins. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2017, 18, 422. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

94. van der Heijden, R.A.; Morrison, M.C.; Sheedfar, F.; Mulder, P.; Schreurs, M.; Hommelberg, P.P.H.;
Hofker, M.H.; Schalkwijk, C.; Kleemann, R.; Tietge, U.J.F.; et al. Effects of Anthocyanin and Flavanol
Compounds on Lipid Metabolism and Adipose Tissue Associated Systemic Inflammation in Diet-Induced
Obesity. Mediat. Inflamm. 2016, 2016, 2042107. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

95. Parra-Vargas, M.; Sandoval-Rodriguez, A.; Rodriguez-Echevarria, R.; Dominguez-Rosales, J.A.;
Santos-Garcia, A.; Armendariz-Borunda, J. Delphinidin Ameliorates Hepatic Triglyceride Accumulation in
Human HepG2 Cells, but Not in Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1060. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

96. Yan, F.; Zheng, X. Anthocyanin-rich mulberry fruit improves insulin resistance and protects hepatocytes
against oxidative stress during hyperglycemia by regulating AMPK/ACC/mTOR pathway. J. Funct. Foods
2017, 30, 270–281. [CrossRef]

97. Chang, J.-J.; Hsu, M.-J.; Huang, H.-P.; Chung, D.-J.; Chang, Y.-C.; Wang, C.-J. Mulberry Anthocyanins Inhibit
Oleic Acid Induced Lipid Accumulation by Reduction of Lipogenesis and Promotion of Hepatic Lipid
Clearance. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2013, 61, 6069–6076. [CrossRef]

98. Park, M.; Yoo, J.-H.; Lee, Y.-S.; Lee, H.-J. Lonicera caerulea Extract Attenuates Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver
Disease in Free Fatty Acid-Induced HepG2 Hepatocytes and in High Fat Diet-Fed Mice. Nutrients 2019, 11,
494. [CrossRef]

99. Jiang, T.; Shuai, X.; Li, J.; Yang, N.; Deng, L.; Li, S.; He, Y.; Guo, H.; Li, Y.; He, J. Protein-Bound Anthocyanin
Compounds of Purple Sweet Potato Ameliorate Hyperglycemia by Regulating Hepatic Glucose Metabolism
in High-Fat Diet/Streptozotocin-Induced Diabetic Mice. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2020, 68, 1596–1608. [CrossRef]

100. du Preez, R.; Wanyonyi, S.; Mouatt, P.; Panchal, S.K.; Brown, L. Saskatoon Berry Amelanchier alnifolia
Regulates Glucose Metabolism and Improves Cardiovascular and Liver Signs of Diet-Induced Metabolic
Syndrome in Rats. Nutrients 2020, 12, 931. [CrossRef]

101. Guo, H.; Xia, M.; Zou, T.; Ling, W.; Zhong, R.; Zhang, W. Cyanidin 3-glucoside attenuates obesity-associated
insulin resistance and hepatic steatosis in high-fat diet-fed and db/db mice via the transcription factor FoxO1.
J. Nutr. Biochem. 2012, 23, 349–360. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

102. Su, W.; Zhang, C.; Chen, F.; Sui, J.; Lu, J.; Wang, Q.; Shan, Q.; Zheng, G.; Lu, J.; Sun, C.; et al. Purple sweet
potato color protects against hepatocyte apoptosis through Sirt1 activation in high-fat-diet-treated mice.
Food Nutr. Res. 2020, 64. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

103. Li, A.; Xiao, R.; He, S.; An, X.; He, Y.; Wang, C.; Yin, S.; Wang, B.; Shi, X.; He, J. Research Advances
of Purple Sweet Potato Anthocyanins: Extraction, Identification, Stability, Bioactivity, Application, and
Biotransformation. Molecules 2019, 24, 3816. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu9101104
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28994705
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2013/145421
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1535370219889319
http://dx.doi.org/10.3402/fnr.v59.29018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodchem.2013.03.046
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2018.06.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000489166
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29913455
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms18020422
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28212306
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2016/2042107
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27365896
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10081060
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30103390
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jff.2017.01.027
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/jf401171k
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11030494
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.9b06916
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu12040931
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2010.12.013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21543211
http://dx.doi.org/10.29219/fnr.v64.1509
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32110174
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules24213816
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31652733


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 37 of 54

104. Chu, Q.; Zhang, S.; Chen, M.; Han, W.; Jia, R.; Chen, W.; Zheng, X. Cherry Anthocyanins Regulate NAFLD
by Promoting Autophagy Pathway. Oxid. Med. Cell. Longev. 2019, 2019, 4825949. [CrossRef]

105. Ishibashi, J.; Seale, P. Beige can be slimming. Science 2010, 328, 1113–1114. [CrossRef]
106. Bartelt, A.; Heeren, J. Adipose tissue browning and metabolic health. Nat. Rev. Endocrinol. 2014, 10, 24–36.

[CrossRef]
107. Barbatelli, G.; Murano, I.; Madsen, L.; Hao, Q.; Jimenez, M.; Kristiansen, K.; Giacobino, J.P.; De Matteis, R.;

Cinti, S. The emergence of cold-induced brown adipocytes in mouse white fat depots is determined
predominantly by white to brown adipocyte transdifferentiation. AJP Endocrinol. Metab. 2010, 298,
E1244–E1253. [CrossRef]

108. Whittle, A.; Relat-Pardo, J.; Vidal-Puig, A. Pharmacological strategies for targeting BAT thermogenesis.
Trends Pharmacol. Sci. 2013, 34, 347–355. [CrossRef]

109. Kim, S.Y.; Wi, H.-R.; Choi, S.; Ha, T.J.; Lee, B.W.; Lee, M. Inhibitory effect of anthocyanin-rich black
soybean testa (Glycine max (L.) Merr.) on the inflammation-induced adipogenesis in a DIO mouse model.
J. Funct. Foods 2015, 14, 623–633. [CrossRef]

110. Lee, M.; Sorn, S.R.; Park, Y.; Park, H.-K. Anthocyanin Rich-Black Soybean Testa Improved Visceral Fat and
Plasma Lipid Profiles in Overweight/Obese Korean Adults: A Randomized Controlled Trial. J. Med. Food
2016, 19, 995–1003. [CrossRef]

111. Lim, S.-M.; Lee, H.S.; Jung, J.I.; Kim, S.M.; Kim, N.Y.; Seo, T.S.; Bae, J.-S.; Kim, E.J.
Cyanidin-3-O-galactoside-enriched Aronia melanocarpa extract attenuates weight gain and adipogenic
pathways in high-fat diet-induced obese C57BL/6 mice. Nutrients 2019, 11, 1190. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

112. Tsuda, T.; Ueno, Y.; Aoki, H.; Koda, T.; Horio, F.; Takahashi, N.; Kawada, T.; Osawa, T. Anthocyanin enhances
adipocytokine secretion and adipocyte-specific gene expression in isolated rat adipocytes. Biochem. Biophys.
Res. Commun. 2004, 316, 149–157. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

113. Tsuda, T.; Ueno, Y.; Yoshikawa, T.; Kojo, H.; Osawa, T. Microarray profiling of gene expression in human
adipocytes in response to anthocyanins. Biochem. Pharmacol. 2006, 71, 1184–1197. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

114. Wu, T.; Jiang, Z.; Yin, J.; Long, H.; Zheng, X. Anti-obesity effects of artificial planting blueberry (Vaccinium
ashei) anthocyanin in high-fat diet-treated mice. Int. J. Food Sci. Nutr. 2016, 67, 257–264. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

115. Han, X.; Guo, J.; You, Y.; Yin, M.; Liang, J.; Ren, C.; Zhan, J.; Huang, W. Vanillic acid activates thermogenesis
in brown and white adipose tissue. Food Funct. 2018, 9, 4366–4375. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

116. Jayarathne, S.; Stull, A.J.; Park, O.-H.; Kim, J.H.; Thompson, L.; Moustaid-Moussa, N. Protective Effects of
Anthocyanins in Obesity-Associated Inflammation and Changes in Gut Microbiome. Mol. Nutr. Food Res.
2019, 63, e1900149. [CrossRef]

117. You, Y.; Han, X.; Guo, J.; Guo, Y.; Yin, M.; Liu, G.; Huang, W.; Zhan, J. Cyanidin-3-glucoside attenuates
high-fat and high-fructose diet-induced obesity by promoting the thermogenic capacity of brown adipose
tissue. J. Funct. Foods 2018, 41, 62–71. [CrossRef]

118. Rocha-Rodrigues, S.; Rodriguez, A.; Gouveia, A.M.; Goncalves, I.O.; Becerril, S.; Ramirez, B.; Beleza, J.;
Fruhbeck, G.; Ascensao, A.; Magalhaes, J. Effects of physical exercise on myokines expression and brown
adipose-like phenotype modulation in rats fed a high-fat diet. Life Sci. 2016, 165, 100–108. [CrossRef]

119. Luna-Vital, D.; Luzardo-Ocampo, I.; Cuellar-Nunez, M.L.; Loarca-Pina, G.; Gonzalez de Mejia, E. Maize
extract rich in ferulic acid and anthocyanins prevents high-fat-induced obesity in mice by modulating SIRT1,
AMPK and IL-6 associated metabolic and inflammatory pathways. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2020, 79, 108343.
[CrossRef]

120. Wu, T.; Tang, Q.; Yu, Z.; Gao, Z.; Hu, H.; Chen, W.; Zheng, X.; Yu, T. Inhibitory effects of sweet cherry
anthocyanins on the obesity development in C57BL/6 mice. Int. J. Food Sci. Nutr. 2014, 65, 351–359. [CrossRef]

121. Fan, D.; Alamri, Y.; Liu, K.; Macaskill, M.; Harris, P.; Brimble, M.; Dalrymple-Alford, J.; Prickett, T.; Menzies, O.;
Laurenson, A.; et al. Supplementation of blackcurrant anthocyanins increased cyclic glycine-proline in
the cerebrospinal fluid of parkinson patients: Potential treatment to improve insulin-like growth factor-1
function. Nutrients 2018, 10, 714. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

122. Rehman, S.U.; Shah, S.A.; Ali, T.; Chung, J., II; Kim, M.O. Anthocyanins Reversed D-Galactose-Induced
Oxidative Stress and Neuroinflammation Mediated Cognitive Impairment in Adult Rats. Mol. Neurobiol.
2017, 54, 255–271. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2019/4825949
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1190816
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrendo.2013.204
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpendo.00600.2009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tips.2013.04.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jff.2015.02.030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/jmf.2016.3762
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11051190
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31137884
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2004.02.031
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15003523
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bcp.2005.12.042
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16483547
http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/09637486.2016.1146235
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26899872
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C8FO00978C
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30043820
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201900149
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jff.2017.12.025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lfs.2016.09.023
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2020.108343
http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/09637486.2013.854749
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10060714
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29865234
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12035-015-9604-5
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26738855


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 38 of 54

123. Wei, J.; Zhang, G.; Zhang, X.; Xu, D.; Gao, J.; Fan, J.; Zhou, Z. Anthocyanins from Black Chokeberry
(Aroniamelanocarpa Elliot) Delayed Aging-Related Degenerative Changes of Brain. J. Agric. Food Chem.
2017, 65, 5973–5984. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

124. Li, D.; Wang, P.; Luo, Y.; Zhao, M.; Chen, F. Health benefits of anthocyanins and molecular mechanisms:
Update from recent decade. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 2017, 57, 1729–1741. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

125. Boespflug, E.L.; Eliassen, J.C.; Dudley, J.A.; Shidler, M.D.; Kalt, W.; Summer, S.S.; Stein, A.L.; Stover, A.N.;
Krikorian, R. Enhanced neural activation with blueberry supplementation in mild cognitive impairment.
Nutr. Neurosci. 2018, 21, 297–305. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

126. Di Lorenzo, A.; Sobolev, A.P.; Nabavi, S.F.; Sureda, A.; Moghaddam, A.H.; Khanjani, S.; Di Giovanni, C.;
Xiao, J.; Shirooie, S.; Tsetegho Sokeng, A.J.; et al. Antidepressive effects of a chemically characterized maqui
berry extract (Aristotelia chilensis (molina) stuntz) in a mouse model of Post-stroke depression. Food Chem.
Toxicol. 2019, 129, 434–443. [CrossRef]

127. Pan, Z.; Cui, M.; Dai, G.; Yuan, T.; Li, Y.; Ji, T.; Pan, Y. Protective Effect of Anthocyanin on Neurovascular
Unit in Cerebral Ischemia/Reperfusion Injury in Rats. Front. Neurosci. 2018, 12, 947. [CrossRef]

128. Rasmussen, S.E.; Frederiksen, H.; Struntze Krogholm, K.; Poulsen, L. Dietary proanthocyanidins: Occurrence,
dietary intake, bioavailability, and protection against cardiovascular disease. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2005, 49,
159–174. [CrossRef]

129. Kumar, S.; Pandey, A.K. Chemistry and biological activities of flavonoids: An overview. Sci. World J. 2013,
2013, 162750. [CrossRef]

130. Scientific Opinion on the modification of the authorisation of a health claim related to cocoa flavanols and
maintenance of normal endothelium-dependent vasodilation pursuant to Article 13(5) of Regulation (EC)
No 1924/2006 following a request in accordan. EFSA J. 2016, 12, 3654.

131. Yu, J.; Song, P.; Perry, R.; Penfold, C.; Cooper, A.R. The effectiveness of green tea or green tea extract on
insulin resistance and glycemic control in type 2 diabetes mellitus: A meta-analysis. Diabetes Metab. J. 2017,
41, 251–262. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

132. Li, X.; Wang, W.; Hou, L.; Wu, H.; Wu, Y.; Xu, R.; Xiao, Y.; Wang, X. Does tea extract supplementation benefit
metabolic syndrome and obesity? A systematic review and meta-analysis. Clin. Nutr. 2020, 39, 1049–1058.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

133. Martin, M.A.; Goya, L.; Ramos, S. Protective effects of tea, red wine and cocoa in diabetes. Evidences from
human studies. Food Chem. Toxicol. 2017, 109, 302–314. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

134. Akhlaghi, M.; Ghobadi, S.; Mohammad Hosseini, M.; Gholami, Z.; Mohammadian, F. Flavanols are potential
anti-obesity agents, a systematic review and meta-analysis of controlled clinical trials. Nutr. Metab. Cardiovasc.
Dis. 2018, 28, 675–690. [CrossRef]

135. Lin, Y.; Shi, D.; Su, B.; Wei, J.; Gaman, M.-A.; Sedanur Macit, M.; Borges do Nascimento, I.J.; Guimaraes, N.S.
The effect of green tea supplementation on obesity: A systematic review and dose-response meta-analysis of
randomized controlled trials. Phytother. Res. 2020, 1–12. [CrossRef]

136. Payab, M.; Hasani-Ranjbar, S.; Shahbal, N.; Qorbani, M.; Aletaha, A.; Haghi-Aminjan, H.; Soltani, A.;
Khatami, F.; Nikfar, S.; Hassani, S.; et al. Effect of the herbal medicines in obesity and metabolic syndrome:
A systematic review and meta-analysis of clinical trials. Phytother. Res. 2020, 34, 526–545. [CrossRef]

137. Tang, G.-Y.; Meng, X.; Gan, R.-Y.; Zhao, C.-N.; Liu, Q.; Feng, Y.-B.; Li, S.; Wei, X.-L.; Atanasov, A.G.;
Corke, H.; et al. Health Functions and Related Molecular Mechanisms of Tea Components: An Update
Review. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2019, 20, 6196. [CrossRef]

138. Oh, J.; Jo, S.-H.; Kim, J.S.; Ha, K.-S.; Lee, J.-Y.; Choi, H.-Y.; Yu, S.-Y.; Kwon, Y.-I.; Kim, Y.-C. Selected tea and
tea pomace extracts inhibit intestinal alpha-glucosidase activity in vitro and postprandial hyperglycemia
in vivo. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2015, 16, 8811–8825. [CrossRef]

139. Ramos, S.; Martin, M.A.; Goya, L. Effects of Cocoa Antioxidants in Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus. Antioxidants
2017, 6, 84. [CrossRef]

140. Yang, C.S.; Zhang, J.; Zhang, L.; Huang, J.; Wang, Y. Mechanisms of body weight reduction and metabolic
syndrome alleviation by tea. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2016, 60, 160–174. [CrossRef]

141. Leon-Flores, P.; Najera, N.; Perez, E.; Pardo, B.; Jimenez, F.; Diaz-Chiguer, D.; Villarreal, F.; Hidalgo, I.;
Ceballos, G.; Meaney, E. Effects of Cacao By-Products and a Modest Weight Loss Intervention on the
Concentration of Serum Triglycerides in Overweight Subjects: Proof of Concept. J. Med. Food 2020, 23,
745–749. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.7b02136
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28657734
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2015.1030064
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26192537
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1028415X.2017.1287833
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28221821
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.fct.2019.04.023
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fnins.2018.00947
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.200400082
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2013/162750
http://dx.doi.org/10.4093/dmj.2017.41.4.251
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28868822
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clnu.2019.05.019
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31174941
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.fct.2017.09.015
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28893620
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2018.04.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.6697
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.6547
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms20246196
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms16048811
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox6040084
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201500428
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/jmf.2019.0201
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32286894


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 39 of 54

142. Wu, E.; Zhang, T.; Tan, C.; Peng, C.; Chisti, Y.; Wang, Q.; Gong, J. Theabrownin from Pu-erh tea together with
swinging exercise synergistically ameliorates obesity and insulin resistance in rats. Eur. J. Nutr. 2019, 59,
1937–1950. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

143. Zhang, Y.; Gu, M.; Wang, R.; Li, M.; Li, D.; Xie, Z. Dietary supplement of Yunkang 10 green tea and treadmill
exercise ameliorate high fat diet induced metabolic syndrome of C57BL/6 J mice. Nutr. Metab. 2020, 17, 14.

144. Pezeshki, A.; Safi, S.; Feizi, A.; Askari, G.; Karami, F. The Effect of Green Tea Extract Supplementation on
Liver Enzymes in Patients with Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease. Int. J. Prev. Med. 2016, 7, 28.

145. Braud, L.; Battault, S.; Meyer, G.; Nascimento, A.; Gaillard, S.; de Sousa, G.; Rahmani, R.; Riva, C.; Armand, M.;
Maixent, J.-M.; et al. Antioxidant properties of tea blunt ROS-dependent lipogenesis: Beneficial effect on
hepatic steatosis in a high fat-high sucrose diet NAFLD obese rat model. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2017, 40, 95–104.
[CrossRef]

146. Venkatakrishnan, K.; Chiu, H.-F.; Cheng, J.-C.; Chang, Y.-H.; Lu, Y.-Y.; Han, Y.-C.; Shen, Y.-C.; Tsai, K.-S.;
Wang, C.-K. Comparative studies on the hypolipidemic, antioxidant and hepatoprotective activities of
catechin-enriched green and oolong tea in a double-blind clinical trial. Food Funct. 2018, 9, 1205–1213.
[CrossRef]

147. Li, X.; Li, S.; Chen, M.; Wang, J.; Xie, B.; Sun, Z. (-)-Epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG) inhibits starch digestion
and improves glucose homeostasis through direct or indirect activation of PXR/CAR-mediated phase II
metabolism in diabetic mice. Food Funct. 2018, 9, 4651–4663. [CrossRef]

148. Li, Y.; Wu, S. Epigallocatechin gallate suppresses hepatic cholesterol synthesis by targeting SREBP-2 through
SIRT1/FOXO1 signaling pathway. Mol. Cell. Biochem. 2018, 448, 175–185. [CrossRef]

149. Liu, C.; Guo, Y.; Sun, L.; Lai, X.; Li, Q.; Zhang, W.; Xiang, L.; Sun, S.; Cao, F. Six types of tea reduce
high-fat-diet-induced fat accumulation in mice by increasing lipid metabolism and suppressing inflammation.
Food Funct. 2019, 10, 2061–2074. [CrossRef]

150. Terzo, S.; Caldara, G.F.; Ferrantelli, V.; Puleio, R.; Cassata, G.; Mulè, F.; Amato, A. Pistachio Consumption
Prevents and Improves Lipid Dysmetabolism by Reducing the Lipid Metabolizing Gene Expression in
Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1857. [CrossRef]

151. Chang, J.-J.; Chung, D.-J.; Lee, Y.-J.; Wen, B.-H.; Jao, H.-Y.; Wang, C.-J. Solanum nigrum Polyphenol Extracts
Inhibit Hepatic Inflammation, Oxidative Stress, and Lipogenesis in High-Fat-Diet-Treated Mice. J. Agric.
Food Chem. 2017, 65, 9255–9265. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

152. Tan, Y.; Kim, J.; Cheng, J.; Ong, M.; Lao, W.G.; Jin, X.L.; Lin, Y.G.; Xiao, L.; Zhu, X.Q.; Qu, X.Q. Green tea
polyphenols ameliorate non-alcoholic fatty liver disease through upregulating AMPK activation in high fat
fed Zucker fatty rats. World J. Gastroenterol. 2017, 23, 3805–3814. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

153. Suzuki, T.; Kumazoe, M.; Kim, Y.; Yamashita, S.; Nakahara, K.; Tsukamoto, S.; Sasaki, M.; Hagihara, T.;
Tsurudome, Y.; Huang, Y.; et al. Green tea extract containing a highly absorbent catechin prevents diet-induced
lipid metabolism disorder. Sci. Rep. 2013, 3, 2749. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

154. de Oliveira, P.R.B.; da Costa, C.A.; de Bem, G.F.; Cordeiro, V.S.C.; Santos, I.B.; de Carvalho, L.C.R.M.;
da Conceição, E.P.S.; Lisboa, P.C.; Ognibene, D.T.; Sousa, P.J.C.; et al. Euterpe oleracea Mart.-Derived
Polyphenols Protect Mice from Diet-Induced Obesity and Fatty Liver by Regulating Hepatic Lipogenesis
and Cholesterol Excretion. PLoS ONE 2015, 10, e0143721. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

155. Liu, H.W.; Wei, C.C.; Chen, Y.J.; Chen, Y.A.; Chang, S.J. Flavanol-rich lychee fruit extract alleviates
diet-induced insulin resistance via suppressing mTOR/SREBP-1 mediated lipogenesis in liver and restoring
insulin signaling in skeletal muscle. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2016, 60, 2288–2296. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

156. Laplante, M.; Sabatini, D.M. An emerging role of mTOR in lipid biosynthesis. Curr. Biol. 2009, 19,
R1046–R1052. [CrossRef]

157. Um, S.H.; Frigerio, F.; Watanabe, M.; Picard, F.; Joaquin, M.; Sticker, M.; Fumagalli, S.; Allegrini, P.R.;
Kozma, S.C.; Auwerx, J.; et al. Absence of S6K1 protects against age- and diet-induced obesity while
enhancing insulin sensitivity. Nature 2004, 431, 200–205. [CrossRef]

158. Peng, J.; Jia, Y.; Hu, T.; Du, J.; Wang, Y.; Cheng, B.; Li, K. GC-(4–>8)-GCG, A Proanthocyanidin Dimer from
Camellia ptilophylla, Modulates Obesity and Adipose Tissue Inflammation in High-Fat Diet Induced Obese
Mice. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2019, 63, e1900082. [CrossRef]

159. Yin, M.; Zhang, P.; Yu, F.; Zhang, Z.; Cai, Q.; Lu, W.; Li, B.; Qin, W.; Cheng, M.; Wang, H.; et al. Grape seed
procyanidin B2 ameliorates hepatic lipid metabolism disorders in db/db mice. Mol. Med. Rep. 2017, 16,
2844–2850. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00394-019-02044-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31273522
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2016.10.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C7FO01449J
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C8FO01293H
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11010-018-3324-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C8FO02334D
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10121857
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.7b03578
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28982243
http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v23.i21.3805
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28638220
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep02749
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24067358
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0143721
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26630290
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201501064
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27161245
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2009.09.058
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature02866
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201900082
http://dx.doi.org/10.3892/mmr.2017.6900


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 40 of 54

160. Huang, J.; Feng, S.; Liu, A.; Dai, Z.; Wang, H.; Reuhl, K.; Lu, W.; Yang, C.S. Green Tea Polyphenol EGCG
Alleviates Metabolic Abnormality and Fatty Liver by Decreasing Bile Acid and Lipid Absorption in Mice.
Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2018, 62, 1700696. [CrossRef]

161. Cheng, H.; Xu, N.; Zhao, W.; Su, J.; Liang, M.; Xie, Z.; Wu, X.; Li, Q. (-)-Epicatechin regulates blood lipids and
attenuates hepatic steatosis in rats fed high-fat diet. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2017, 61, 1–11. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

162. Chen, I.-J.; Liu, C.-Y.; Chiu, J.-P.; Hsu, C.-H. Therapeutic effect of high-dose green tea extract on weight
reduction: A randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled clinical trial. Clin. Nutr. 2015, 35, 592–599.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

163. Hibi, M.; Takase, H.; Iwasaki, M.; Osaki, N.; Katsuragi, Y. Efficacy of tea catechin-rich beverages to reduce
abdominal adiposity and metabolic syndrome risks in obese and overweight subjects: A pooled analysis of 6
human trials. Nutr. Res. 2018, 55, 1–10. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

164. Kapoor, M.P.; Sugita, M.; Fukuzawa, Y.; Okubo, T. Physiological effects of epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG)
on energy expenditure for prospective fat oxidation in humans: A systematic review and meta-analysis.
J. Nutr. Biochem. 2017, 43, 1–10. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

165. Yoneshiro, T.; Aita, S.; Kawai, Y.; Iwanaga, T.; Saito, M. Nonpungent capsaicin analogs (capsinoids) increase
energy expenditure through the activation of brown adipose tissue in humans. Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 2012, 95,
845–850. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

166. Mele, L.; Bidault, G.; Mena, P.; Crozier, A.; Brighenti, F.; Vidal-Puig, A.; Del Rio, D. Dietary (Poly)phenols,
Brown Adipose Tissue Activation, and Energy Expenditure: A Narrative Review. Adv. Nutr. 2017, 8, 694–704.
[CrossRef]

167. Huang, J.; Wang, Y.; Xie, Z.; Zhou, Y.; Zhang, Y.; Wan, X. The anti-obesity effects of green tea in human
intervention and basic molecular studies. Eur. J. Clin. Nutr. 2014, 68, 1075–1087. [CrossRef]

168. Serrano, J.; Casanova-Marti, A.; Gual, A.; Perez-Vendrell, A.M.; Blay, M.T.; Terra, X.; Ardevol, A.; Pinent, M.
A specific dose of grape seed-derived proanthocyanidins to inhibit body weight gain limits food intake and
increases energy expenditure in rats. Eur. J. Nutr. 2017, 56, 1629–1636. [CrossRef]

169. Yamashita, Y.; Wang, L.; Wang, L.; Tanaka, Y.; Zhang, T.; Ashida, H. Oolong, black and pu-erh tea suppresses
adiposity in mice via activation of AMP-activated protein kinase. Food Funct. 2014, 5, 2420–2429. [CrossRef]

170. Varela, C.E.; Rodriguez, A.; Romero-Valdovinos, M.; Mendoza-Lorenzo, P.; Mansour, C.; Ceballos, G.;
Villarreal, F.; Ramirez-Sanchez, I. Browning effects of (-)-epicatechin on adipocytes and white adipose tissue.
Eur. J. Pharmacol. 2017, 811, 48–59. [CrossRef]

171. Neyrinck, A.M.; Bindels, L.B.; Geurts, L.; Van Hul, M.; Cani, P.D.; Delzenne, N.M. A polyphenolic extract
from green tea leaves activates fat browning in high-fat-diet-induced obese mice. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2017, 49,
15–21. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

172. Jang, M.H.; Mukherjee, S.; Choi, M.J.; Kang, N.H.; Pham, H.G.; Yun, J.W. Theobromine alleviates diet-induced
obesity in mice via phosphodiesterase-4 inhibition. Eur. J. Nutr. 2020. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

173. Okla, M.; Kim, J.; Koehler, K.; Chung, S. Dietary Factors Promoting Brown and Beige Fat Development and
Thermogenesis. Adv. Nutr. 2017, 8, 473–483. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

174. Silvester, A.J.; Aseer, K.R.; Yun, J.W. Dietary polyphenols and their roles in fat browning. J. Nutr. Biochem.
2019, 64, 1–12. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

175. Saito, M.; Matsushita, M.; Yoneshiro, T.; Okamatsu-Ogura, Y. Brown Adipose Tissue, Diet-Induced
Thermogenesis, and Thermogenic Food Ingredients: From Mice to Men. Front. Endocrinol. 2020, 11,
222. [CrossRef]

176. Bolin, A.P.; Sousa-Filho, C.P.B.; Marinovic, M.P.; Rodrigues, A.C.; Otton, R. Polyphenol-rich green tea extract
induces thermogenesis in mice by a mechanism dependent on adiponectin signaling. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2020,
78, 108322. [CrossRef]

177. Li, F.; Gao, C.; Yan, P.; Zhang, M.; Wang, Y.; Hu, Y.; Wu, X.; Wang, X.; Sheng, J. EGCG reduces obesity and
white adipose tissue gain partly through AMPK activation in mice. Front. Pharmacol. 2018, 9, 1–9. [CrossRef]

178. Wang, Q.; Liu, S.; Zhai, A.; Zhang, B.; Tian, G. AMPK-Mediated Regulation of Lipid Metabolism by
Phosphorylation. Biol. Pharm. Bull. 2018, 41, 985–993. [CrossRef]

179. Rodriguez Lanzi, C.; Perdicaro, D.J.; Landa, M.S.; Fontana, A.; Antoniolli, A.; Miatello, R.M.; Oteiza, P.I.;
Vazquez Prieto, M.A. Grape pomace extract induced beige cells in white adipose tissue from rats and in
3T3-L1 adipocytes. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2018, 56, 224–233. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201700696
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201700303
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28734036
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clnu.2015.05.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26093535
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nutres.2018.03.012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29914623
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2016.10.013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27883924
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/ajcn.111.018606
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22378725
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/an.117.015792
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ejcn.2014.143
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00394-016-1209-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C4FO00095A
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejphar.2017.05.051
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2017.07.008
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28863365
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00394-020-02184-6
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31965293
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/an.116.014332
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28507012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2018.09.028
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30414469
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fendo.2020.00222
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2019.108322
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2018.01366
http://dx.doi.org/10.1248/bpb.b17-00724
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2018.03.001


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 41 of 54

180. Rodriguez Lanzi, C.; Perdicaro, D.J.; Gambarte Tudela, J.; Muscia, V.; Fontana, A.R.; Oteiza, P.I.;
Vazquez Prieto, M.A. Grape pomace extract supplementation activates FNDC5/irisin in muscle and promotes
white adipose browning in rats fed a high-fat diet. Food Funct. 2020, 11, 1537–1546. [CrossRef]

181. Jang, M.H.; Kang, N.H.; Mukherjee, S.; Yun, J.W. Theobromine, a Methylxanthine in Cocoa Bean,
Stimulates Thermogenesis by Inducing White Fat Browning and Activating Brown Adipocytes.
Biotechnol. Bioprocess Eng. 2018, 23, 617–626. [CrossRef]

182. Nakagawa, Y.; Ishimura, K.; Oya, S.; Kamino, M.; Fujii, Y.; Nanba, F.; Toda, T.; Ishii, T.; Adachi, T.; Suhara, Y.;
et al. Comparison of the sympathetic stimulatory abilities of B-type procyanidins based on induction of
uncoupling protein-1 in brown adipose tissue (BAT) and increased plasma catecholamine (CA) in mice. PLoS
ONE 2018, 13, e0201203. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

183. Nirengi, S.; Amagasa, S.; Homma, T.; Yoneshiro, T.; Matsumiya, S.; Kurosawa, Y.; Sakane, N.; Ebi, K.; Saito, M.;
Hamaoka, T. Daily ingestion of catechin-rich beverage increases brown adipose tissue density and decreases
extramyocellular lipids in healthy young women. Springerplus 2016, 5, 1363. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

184. Lee, M.-S.; Shin, Y.; Jung, S.; Kim, Y. Effects of epigallocatechin-3-gallate on thermogenesis and mitochondrial
biogenesis in brown adipose tissues of diet-induced obese mice. Food Nutr. Res. 2017, 61, 1325307. [CrossRef]

185. Zhou, J.; Mao, L.; Xu, P.; Wang, Y. Effects of (−)-epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG) on energy expenditure
and microglia-mediated hypothalamic inflammation in mice fed a high-fat diet. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1681.
[CrossRef]

186. Hursel, R.; Westerterp-Plantenga, M.S. Catechin- and caffeine-rich teas for control of body weight in humans.
Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 2013, 98, 1682S–1693S. [CrossRef]

187. Dulloo, A.G.; Seydoux, J.; Girardier, L.; Chantre, P.; Vandermander, J. Green tea and thermogenesis:
Interactions between catechin-polyphenols, caffeine and sympathetic activity. Int. J. Obes. Relat. Metab.
Disord. J. Int. Assoc. Study Obes. 2000, 24, 252–258. [CrossRef]

188. Yoneshiro, T.; Matsushita, M.; Hibi, M.; Tone, H.; Takeshita, M.; Yasunaga, K.; Katsuragi, Y.; Kameya, T.;
Sugie, H.; Saito, M. Tea catechin and caffeine activate brown adipose tissue and increase cold-induced
thermogenic capacity in humans. Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 2017, 105, 873–881. [CrossRef]

189. Ibars, M.; Ardid-Ruiz, A.; Suárez, M.; Muguerza, B.; Bladé, C.; Aragonès, G. Proanthocyanidins potentiate
hypothalamic leptin/STAT3 signalling and Pomc gene expression in rats with diet-induced obesity. Int. J. Obes.
2017, 41, 129–136. [CrossRef]

190. Husain, I.; Akhtar, M.; Shaharyar, M.; Islamuddin, M.; Abdin, M.Z.; Akhtar, M.J.; Najmi, A.K. High-salt-
and cholesterol diet-associated cognitive impairment attenuated by tannins-enriched fraction of Emblica
officinalis via inhibiting NF-kB pathway. Inflammopharmacology 2018, 26, 147–156. [CrossRef]

191. Mi, Y.; Qi, G.; Fan, R.; Qiao, Q.; Sun, Y.; Gao, Y.; Liu, X. EGCG ameliorates high-fat- and high-fructose-induced
cognitive defects by regulating the IRS/AKT and ERK/CREB/BDNF signaling pathways in the CNS. FASEB J.
2017, 31, 4998–5011. [CrossRef]

192. Ettcheto, M.; Cano, A.; Manzine, P.R.; Busquets, O.; Verdaguer, E.; Castro-Torres, R.D.; Garcia, M.L.;
Beas-Zarate, C.; Olloquequi, J.; Auladell, C.; et al. Epigallocatechin-3-Gallate (EGCG) Improves Cognitive
Deficits Aggravated by an Obesogenic Diet Through Modulation of Unfolded Protein Response in
APPswe/PS1dE9 Mice. Mol. Neurobiol. 2020, 57, 1814–1827. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

193. Macedo, R.C.; Bondan, E.F.; Otton, R. Redox status on different regions of the central nervous system of
obese and lean rats treated with green tea extract. Nutr. Neurosci. 2019, 22, 119–131. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

194. Xiong, H.; Wang, J.; Ran, Q.; Lou, G.; Peng, C.; Gan, Q.; Hu, J.; Sun, J.; Yao, R.; Huang, Q. Hesperidin:
A Therapeutic Agent For Obesity. Drug Des. Devel. Ther. 2019, 13, 3855–3866. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

195. Burke, A.C.; Telford, D.E.; Edwards, J.Y.; Sutherland, B.G.; Sawyez, C.G.; Huff, M.W. Naringenin
Supplementation to a Chow Diet Enhances Energy Expenditure and Fatty Acid Oxidation, and Reduces
Adiposity in Lean, Pair-Fed Ldlr −/−Mice. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2019, 63, 1–9. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

196. Barreca, D.; Gattuso, G.; Bellocco, E.; Calderaro, A.; Trombetta, D.; Smeriglio, A.; Laganà, G.; Daglia, M.;
Meneghini, S.; Nabavi, S.M. Flavanones: Citrus phytochemical with health-promoting properties. BioFactors
2017, 43, 495–506. [CrossRef]

197. Li, C.; Schluesener, H. Health-promoting effects of the citrus flavanone hesperidin. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr.
2017, 57, 613–631. [CrossRef]

198. Patel, K.; Singh, G.K.; Patel, D.K. A Review on Pharmacological and Analytical Aspects of Naringenin.
Chin. J. Integr. Med. 2018, 24, 551–560. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO02463H
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12257-018-0434-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0201203
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30059510
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s40064-016-3029-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27588256
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/16546628.2017.1325307
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10111681
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/ajcn.113.058396
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/sj.ijo.0801101
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/ajcn.116.144972
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ijo.2016.169
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10787-017-0437-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1096/fj.201700400RR
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12035-019-01849-6
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31838720
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1028415X.2017.1356030
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28760074
http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/DDDT.S227499
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32009777
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201800833
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30578663
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/biof.1363
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2014.906382
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11655-014-1960-x


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 42 of 54

199. Den Hartogh, D.J.; Tsiani, E. Antidiabetic Properties of Naringenin: A Citrus Fruit Polyphenol. Biomolecules
2019, 9, 99. [CrossRef]

200. Hernández-Aquino, E.; Muriel, P. Beneficial effects of naringenin in liver diseases: Molecular mechanisms.
World J. Gastroenterol. 2018, 24, 1679–1707. [CrossRef]

201. Shirani, K.; Yousefsani, B.S.; Shirani, M.; Karimi, G. Protective effects of naringin against drugs and chemical
toxins induced hepatotoxicity: A review. Phytother. Res. 2020. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

202. Kannappan, S.; Anuradha, C.V. Naringenin enhances insulin-stimulated tyrosine phosphorylation and
improves the cellular actions of insulin in a dietary model of metabolic syndrome. Eur. J. Nutr. 2010, 49,
101–109. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

203. Cho, K.W.; Kim, Y.O.; Andrade, J.E.; Burgess, J.R.; Kim, Y.-C. Dietary naringenin increases hepatic peroxisome
proliferators-activated receptor alpha protein expression and decreases plasma triglyceride and adiposity in
rats. Eur. J. Nutr. 2011, 50, 81–88. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

204. Pu, P.; Gao, D.-M.; Mohamed, S.; Chen, J.; Zhang, J.; Zhou, X.-Y.; Zhou, N.-J.; Xie, J.; Jiang, H. Naringin
ameliorates metabolic syndrome by activating AMP-activated protein kinase in mice fed a high-fat diet.
Arch. Biochem. Biophys. 2012, 518, 61–70. [CrossRef]

205. Assini, J.M.; Mulvihill, E.E.; Sutherland, B.G.; Telford, D.E.; Sawyez, C.G.; Felder, S.L.; Chhoker, S.;
Edwards, J.Y.; Gros, R.; Huff, M.W. Naringenin prevents cholesterol-induced systemic inflammation,
metabolic dysregulation, and atherosclerosis in Ldlr(-)/(-) mice. J. Lipid Res. 2013, 54, 711–724. [CrossRef]

206. Assini, J.M.; Mulvihill, E.E.; Burke, A.C.; Sutherland, B.G.; Telford, D.E.; Chhoker, S.S.; Sawyez, C.G.;
Drangova, M.; Adams, A.C.; Kharitonenkov, A.; et al. Naringenin prevents obesity, hepatic steatosis,
and glucose intolerance in male mice independent of fibroblast growth factor 21. Endocrinology 2015, 156,
2087–2102. [CrossRef]

207. Sui, G.-G.; Xiao, H.-B.; Lu, X.-Y.; Sun, Z.-L. Naringin Activates AMPK Resulting in Altered Expression of
SREBPs, PCSK9, and LDLR to Reduce Body Weight in Obese C57BL/6J Mice. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2018, 66,
8983–8990. [CrossRef]

208. Jung, U.J.; Lee, M.-K.; Jeong, K.-S.; Choi, M.-S. The hypoglycemic effects of hesperidin and naringin are partly
mediated by hepatic glucose-regulating enzymes in C57BL/KsJ-db/db mice. J. Nutr. 2004, 134, 2499–2503.
[CrossRef]

209. Jung, U.J.; Lee, M.-K.; Park, Y.B.; Kang, M.A.; Choi, M.-S. Effect of citrus flavonoids on lipid metabolism
and glucose-regulating enzyme mRNA levels in type-2 diabetic mice. Int. J. Biochem. Cell Biol. 2006, 38,
1134–1145. [CrossRef]

210. Mosqueda-Solis, A.; Sanchez, J.; Reynes, B.; Palou, M.; Portillo, M.P.; Palou, A.; Pico, C. Hesperidin and
capsaicin, but not the combination, prevent hepatic steatosis and other metabolic syndrome-related alterations
in western diet-fed rats. Sci. Rep. 2018, 8, 15100. [CrossRef]

211. Wu, H.; Liu, Y.; Chen, X.; Zhu, D.; Ma, J.; Yan, Y.; Si, M.; Li, X.; Sun, C.; Yang, B.; et al. Neohesperidin
exerts lipid-regulating effects in vitro and in vivo via fibroblast growth factor 21 and AMP-activated protein
kinase/sirtuin type 1/peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor gamma coactivator 1α signaling axis.
Pharmacology 2017, 100, 115–126. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

212. Kwon, E.Y.; Choi, M.S. Dietary eriodictyol alleviates adiposity, hepatic steatosis, insulin resistance,
and inflammation in diet-induced obese mice. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2019, 20, 1227. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

213. Zhou, Y.; Ding, Y.-L.; Zhang, J.-L.; Zhang, P.; Wang, J.-Q.; Li, Z.-H. Alpinetin improved high fat diet-induced
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) through improving oxidative stress, inflammatory response and
lipid metabolism. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2018, 97, 1397–1408. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

214. Cheraghpour, M.; Imani, H.; Ommi, S.; Alavian, S.M.; Karimi-Shahrbabak, E.; Hedayati, M.; Yari, Z.;
Hekmatdoost, A. Hesperidin improves hepatic steatosis, hepatic enzymes, and metabolic and inflammatory
parameters in patients with nonalcoholic fatty liver disease: A randomized, placebo-controlled, double-blind
clinical trial. Phyther. Res. 2019, 33, 2118–2125. [CrossRef]

215. Yoshida, H.; Watanabe, H.; Ishida, A.; Watanabe, W.; Narumi, K.; Atsumi, T.; Sugita, C.; Kurokawa, M.
Naringenin suppresses macrophage infiltration into adipose tissue in an early phase of high-fat diet-induced
obesity. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 2014, 454, 95–101. [CrossRef]

216. Hoek-van den Hil, E.F.; van Schothorst, E.M.; van der Stelt, I.; Swarts, H.J.M.; van Vliet, M.; Amolo, T.;
Vervoort, J.J.M.; Venema, D.; Hollman, P.C.H.; Rietjens, I.M.C.M.; et al. Direct comparison of metabolic health

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/biom9030099
http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v24.i16.1679
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.6641
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32067280
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00394-009-0054-6
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19727895
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00394-010-0117-8
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20567977
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.abb.2011.11.026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1194/jlr.M032631
http://dx.doi.org/10.1210/en.2014-2003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b02696
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jn/134.10.2499
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biocel.2005.12.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-32875-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000452492
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28554169
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms20051227
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30862092
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2017.10.035
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29156529
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.6406
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2014.10.038


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 43 of 54

effects of the flavonoids quercetin, hesperetin, epicatechin, apigenin and anthocyanins in high-fat-diet-fed
mice. Genes Nutr. 2015, 10, 1–13. [CrossRef]

217. Tsuhako, R.; Yoshida, H.; Sugita, C.; Kurokawa, M. Naringenin suppresses neutrophil infiltration into adipose
tissue in high-fat diet-induced obese mice. J. Nat. Med. 2020, 74, 229–237. [CrossRef]

218. Rebello, C.J.; Greenway, F.L.; Lau, F.H.; Lin, Y.; Stephens, J.M.; Johnson, W.D.; Coulter, A.A. Naringenin
Promotes Thermogenic Gene Expression in Human White Adipose Tissue. Obesity 2019, 27, 103–111.
[CrossRef]

219. Chou, Y.C.; Ho, C.T.; Pan, M.H. Immature citrus reticulata extract promotes browning of beige adipocytes in
high-fat diet-induced C57BL/6 mice. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2018, 66, 9697–9703. [CrossRef]

220. Stohs, S.J.; Badmaev, V. A Review of Natural Stimulant and Non-stimulant Thermogenic Agents. Phytother. Res.
2016, 30, 732–740. [CrossRef]

221. Mosqueda-Solís, A.; Sánchez, J.; Portillo, M.P.; Palou, A.; Picó, C. Combination of capsaicin and hesperidin
reduces the effectiveness of each compound to decrease the adipocyte size and to induce browning features
in adipose tissue of western diet fed rats. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2018, 66, 9679–9689. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

222. Nishikawa, S.; Hyodo, T.; Nagao, T.; Nakanishi, A.; Tandia, M.; Tsuda, T. α-Monoglucosyl Hesperidin but Not
Hesperidin Induces Brown-Like Adipocyte Formation and Suppresses White Adipose Tissue Accumulation
in Mice. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2019, 67, 1948–1954. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

223. Ohara, T.; Muroyama, K.; Yamamoto, Y.; Murosaki, S. Oral intake of a combination of glucosyl hesperidin
and caffeine elicits an anti-obesity effect in healthy, moderately obese subjects: A randomized double-blind
placebo-controlled trial. Nutr. J. 2016, 15, 1–11. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

224. Sandeep, M.S.; Nandini, C.D. Influence of quercetin, naringenin and berberine on glucose transporters and
insulin signalling molecules in brain of streptozotocin-induced diabetic rats. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2017, 94,
605–611.

225. Saad, M.A.; Abdel Salam, R.M.; Kenawy, S.A.; Attia, A.S. Pinocembrin attenuates hippocampal inflammation,
oxidative perturbations and apoptosis in a rat model of global cerebral ischemia reperfusion. Pharmacol. Rep.
2015, 67, 115–122. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

226. Tao, J.; Shen, C.; Sun, Y.; Chen, W.; Yan, G. Neuroprotective effects of pinocembrin on
ischemia/reperfusion-induced brain injury by inhibiting autophagy. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2018, 106,
1003–1010. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

227. Wang, K.; Chen, Z.; Huang, J.; Huang, L.; Luo, N.; Liang, X.; Liang, M.; Xie, W. Naringenin prevents ischaemic
stroke damage via anti-apoptotic and anti-oxidant effects. Clin. Exp. Pharmacol. Physiol. 2017, 44, 862–871.
[CrossRef]

228. De Lima, N.M.R.; Ferreira, E.D.O.; Fernandes, M.Y.S.D.; Lima, F.A.V.; Neves, K.R.T.; Do Carmo, M.R.S.; De
Andrade, G.M. Neuroinflammatory response to experimental stroke is inhibited by boldine. Behav. Pharmacol.
2016, 28, 223–227. [CrossRef]

229. Muhammad, T.; Ikram, M.; Ullah, R.; Rehman, S.U.; Kim, M.O. Hesperetin, a citrus flavonoid, attenuates
LPS-induced neuroinflammation, apoptosis and memory impairments by modulating TLR4/NF-κB signaling.
Nutrients 2019, 11, 648. [CrossRef]

230. Afshin-Majd, S.; Motevalizadeh, S.-A.; Khajevand-Khazaei, M.-R.; Roghani, M.; Baluchnejadmojarad, T.;
Rohani, M.; Ziaee, P. Naringenin ameliorates learning and memory impairment following systemic
lipopolysaccharide challenge in the rat. Eur. J. Pharmacol. 2018, 826, 114–122.

231. Khalaj, R.; Hajizadeh Moghaddam, A.; Zare, M. Hesperetin and it nanocrystals ameliorate social behavior
deficits and oxido-inflammatory stress in rat model of autism. Int. J. Dev. Neurosci. 2018, 69, 80–87. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

232. Kosari-Nasab, M.; Shokouhi, G.; Ghorbanihaghjo, A.; Abbasi, M.M.; Salari, A.A. Hesperidin attenuates
depression-related symptoms in mice with mild traumatic brain injury. Life Sci. 2018, 213, 198–205. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

233. Fu, H.; Liu, L.; Tong, Y.; Li, Y.; Zhang, X.; Gao, X.; Yong, J.; Zhao, J.; Xiao, D.; Wen, K.; et al. The antidepressant
effects of hesperidin on chronic unpredictable mild stress-induced mice. Eur. J. Pharmacol. 2019, 853, 236–246.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

234. Sato, M.; Okuno, A.; Suzuki, K.; Ohsawa, N.; Inoue, E.; Miyaguchi, Y.; Toyoda, A. Dietary intake of the citrus
flavonoid hesperidin affects stress-resilience and brain kynurenine levels in a subchronic and mild social
defeat stress model in mice. Biosci. Biotechnol. Biochem. 2019, 83, 1756–1765. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12263-015-0469-z
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11418-019-01332-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/oby.22352
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b02719
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.5583
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b02611
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30183290
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b06647
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30691268
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12937-016-0123-7
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26786000
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pharep.2014.08.014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25560584
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2018.07.026
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30119165
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1440-1681.12775
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/FBP.0000000000000265
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11030648
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdevneu.2018.06.009
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29966739
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lfs.2018.10.040
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30352242
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejphar.2019.03.035
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30928632
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09168451.2019.1621152
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31119994


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 44 of 54

235. Umukoro, S.; Kalejaye, H.A.; Ben-Azu, B.; Ajayi, A.M. Naringenin attenuates behavioral derangements
induced by social defeat stress in mice via inhibition of acetylcholinesterase activity, oxidative stress and
release of pro-inflammatory cytokines. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2018, 105, 714–723. [CrossRef]

236. Alkhalidy, H.; Wang, Y.; Liu, D. Dietary flavonoids in the prevention of T2D: An overview. Nutrients 2018,
10, 438. [CrossRef]

237. Dabeek, W.M.; Marra, M.V. Dietary quercetin and kaempferol: Bioavailability and potential
cardiovascular-related bioactivity in humans. Nutrients 2019, 11, 2288. [CrossRef]

238. Batiha, G.E.-S.; Beshbishy, A.M.; Ikram, M.; Mulla, Z.S.; El-Hack, M.E.A.; Taha, A.E.; Algammal, A.M.;
Elewa, Y.H.A. The Pharmacological Activity, Biochemical Properties, and Pharmacokinetics of the Major
Natural Polyphenolic Flavonoid: Quercetin. Foods 2020, 9, 374. [CrossRef]

239. Hoek-van den Hil, E.F.; van Schothorst, E.M.; van der Stelt, I.; Swarts, H.J.M.; Venema, D.; Sailer, M.;
Vervoort, J.J.M.; Hollman, P.C.H.; Rietjens, I.M.; Keijer, J. Quercetin decreases high-fat diet induced body
weight gain and accumulation of hepatic and circulating lipids in mice. Genes Nutr. 2014, 9, 418. [CrossRef]

240. Zamora-Ros, R.; Forouhi, N.G.; Sharp, S.J.; Gonzalez, C.A.; Buijsse, B.; Guevara, M.; van der Schouw, Y.T.;
Amiano, P.; Boeing, H.; Bredsdorff, L.; et al. Dietary intakes of individual flavanols and flavonols are inversely
associated with incident type 2 diabetes in European populations. J. Nutr. 2014, 144, 335–343. [CrossRef]

241. Eid, H.M.; Haddad, P.S. The Antidiabetic Potential of Quercetin: Underlying Mechanisms. Curr. Med. Chem.
2017, 24, 355–364. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

242. Carrasco-Pozo, C.; Cires, M.J.; Gotteland, M. Quercetin and Epigallocatechin Gallate in the Prevention
and Treatment of Obesity: From Molecular to Clinical Studies. J. Med. Food 2019, 22, 753–770. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

243. Bule, M.; Abdurahman, A.; Nikfar, S.; Abdollahi, M.; Amini, M. Antidiabetic effect of quercetin: A systematic
review and meta-analysis of animal studies. Food Chem. Toxicol. 2019, 125, 494–502. [CrossRef]

244. Zhao, L.; Zhang, Q.; Ma, W.; Tian, F.; Shen, H.; Zhou, M. A combination of quercetin and resveratrol reduces
obesity in high-fat diet-fed rats by modulation of gut microbiota. Food Funct. 2017, 8, 4644–4656. [CrossRef]

245. Liu, L.; Gao, C.; Yao, P.; Gong, Z. Quercetin Alleviates High-Fat Diet-Induced Oxidized Low-Density
Lipoprotein Accumulation in the Liver: Implication for Autophagy Regulation. Biomed Res. Int. 2015, 2015,
607531. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

246. Xu, Y.; Han, J.; Dong, J.; Fan, X.; Cai, Y.; Li, J.; Wang, T.; Zhou, J.; Shang, J. Metabolomics Characterizes the
Effects and Mechanisms of Quercetin in Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease Development. Int. J. Mol. Sci.
2019, 20, 1220. [CrossRef]

247. Porras, D.; Nistal, E.; Martinez-Florez, S.; Olcoz, J.L.; Jover, R.; Jorquera, F.; Gonzalez-Gallego, J.;
Garcia-Mediavilla, M.V.; Sanchez-Campos, S. Functional Interactions between Gut Microbiota Transplantation,
Quercetin, and High-Fat Diet Determine Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease Development in Germ-Free
Mice. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2019, 63, e1800930. [CrossRef]

248. Rubio-Ruiz, M.E.; Guarner-Lans, V.; Cano-Martinez, A.; Diaz-Diaz, E.; Manzano-Pech, L.; Gamas-Magana, A.;
Castrejon-Tellez, V.; Tapia-Cortina, C.; Perez-Torres, I. Resveratrol and Quercetin Administration Improves
Antioxidant DEFENSES and reduces Fatty Liver in Metabolic Syndrome Rats. Molecules 2019, 24, 1297.
[CrossRef]

249. Aranaz, P.; Zabala, M.; Romo-Hualde, A.; Navarro-Herrera, D.; Lopez-Yoldi, M.; Vizmanos, J.L.; Martinez, J.A.;
Milagro, F.I.; Gonzalez-Navarro, C.J. A combination of borage seed oil and quercetin reduces fat accumulation
and improves insulin sensitivity in obese rats. Food Funct. 2020. [CrossRef]

250. Qin, G.; Ma, J.; Huang, Q.; Yin, H.; Han, J.; Li, M.; Deng, Y.; Wang, B.; Hassan, W.; Shang, J. Isoquercetin
Improves Hepatic Lipid Accumulation by Activating AMPK Pathway and Suppressing TGF-beta Signaling
on an HFD-Induced Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease Rat Model. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2018, 19, 4126. [CrossRef]

251. Hoang, M.-H.; Jia, Y.; Lee, J.H.; Kim, Y.; Lee, S.-J. Kaempferol reduces hepatic triglyceride accumulation by
inhibiting Akt. J. Food Biochem. 2019, 43, e13034. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

252. Hoang, M.H.; Jia, Y.; Mok, B.; Jun, H.J.; Hwang, K.Y.; Lee, S.J. Kaempferol ameliorates symptoms of metabolic
syndrome by regulating activities of liver X receptor-β. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2015, 26, 868–875. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

253. Gaballah, H.H.; El-Horany, H.E.; Helal, D.S. Mitigative effects of the bioactive flavonol fisetin on
high-fat/high-sucrose induced nonalcoholic fatty liver disease in rats. J. Cell. Biochem. 2019, 120, 12762–12774.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2018.06.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10040438
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11102288
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/foods9030374
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12263-014-0418-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/jn.113.184945
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/0929867323666160909153707
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27633685
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/jmf.2018.0193
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31084513
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.fct.2019.01.037
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C7FO01383C
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2015/607531
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26697490
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms20051220
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201800930
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules24071297
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/D0FO00504E
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19124126
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jfbc.13034
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31489640
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2015.03.005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25959373
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jcb.28544
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30861601


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 45 of 54

254. Zeng, X.; Yang, J.; Hu, O.; Huang, J.; Ran, L.; Chen, M.; Zhang, Y.; Zhou, X.; Zhu, J.; Zhang, Q.; et al.
Dihydromyricetin Ameliorates Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease by Improving Mitochondrial Respiratory
Capacity and Redox Homeostasis Through Modulation of SIRT3 Signaling. Antioxid. Redox Signal. 2019, 30,
163–183. [CrossRef]

255. Liu, Q.; Pan, R.; Ding, L.; Zhang, F.; Hu, L.; Ding, B.; Zhu, L.; Xia, Y.; Dou, X. Rutin exhibits hepatoprotective
effects in a mouse model of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease by reducing hepatic lipid levels and mitigating
lipid-induced oxidative injuries. Int. Immunopharmacol. 2017, 49, 132–141. [CrossRef]

256. Malinska, H.; Huttl, M.; Oliyarnyk, O.; Markova, I.; Poruba, M.; Racova, Z.; Kazdova, L.; Vecera, R. Beneficial
effects of troxerutin on metabolic disorders in non-obese model of metabolic syndrome. PLoS ONE 2019, 14,
e0220377. [CrossRef]

257. An, J.-P.; Choi, J.H.; Huh, J.; Lee, H.J.; Han, S.; Noh, J.-R.; Kim, Y.-H.; Lee, C.-H.; Oh, W.-K. Anti-hepatic
steatosis activity of Sicyos angulatus extract in high-fat diet-fed mice and chemical profiling study using
UHPLC-qTOF-MS/MS spectrometry. Phytomedicine 2019, 63, 152999. [CrossRef]

258. Guruvaiah, P.; Guo, H.; Li, D.; Xie, Z. Preventive Effect of Flavonol Derivatives Abundant Sanglan Tea
on Long-Term High-Fat-Diet-Induced Obesity Complications in C57BL/6 Mice. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1276.
[CrossRef]

259. Song, J.; Kim, Y.-S.; Kim, L.; Park, H.J.; Lee, D.; Kim, H. Anti-Obesity Effects of the Flower of Prunus persica
in High-Fat Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Nutrients 2019, 11, 2176. [CrossRef]

260. Omatsu, K.-I.; Nakata, A.; Sato, K.; Mihara, Y.; Takaguri, A.; Nagashima, T.; Wakame, K. Global Liver Gene
Expression Analysis on a Murine Hepatic Steatosis Model Treated with Mulberry (Morus alba L.) Leaf Powder.
Anticancer Res. 2018, 38, 4305–4311.

261. Ezzat, S.M.; El Bishbishy, M.H.; Aborehab, N.M.; Salama, M.M.; Hasheesh, A.; Motaal, A.A.; Rashad, H.;
Metwally, F.M. Upregulation of MC4R and PPAR-α expression mediates the anti-obesity activity of Moringa
oleifera Lam. in high-fat diet-induced obesity in rats. J. Ethnopharmacol. 2020, 251, 112541. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

262. Nie, H.; Deng, Y.; Zheng, C.; Pan, M.; Xie, J.; Zhang, Y.; Yang, Q. A network pharmacology-based approach
to explore the effects of Chaihu Shugan powder on a non-alcoholic fatty liver rat model through nuclear
receptors. J. Cell. Mol. Med. 2020, 24, 5168–5184. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

263. Li, H.; Kim, U.-H.; Yoon, J.-H.; Ji, H.-S.; Park, H.-M.; Park, H.-Y.; Jeong, T.-S. Suppression of Hyperglycemia
and Hepatic Steatosis by Black-Soybean-Leaf Extract via Enhanced Adiponectin-Receptor Signaling and
AMPK Activation. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2019, 67, 90–101. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

264. Yamauchi, T.; Iwabu, M.; Okada-Iwabu, M.; Kadowaki, T. Adiponectin receptors: A review of their structure,
function and how they work. Best Pract. Res. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 2014, 28, 15–23. [CrossRef]

265. Wang, T.; Wu, Q.; Zhao, T. Preventive Effects of Kaempferol on High-Fat Diet-Induced Obesity Complications
in C57BL/6 Mice. Biomed Res. Int. 2020, 2020, 4532482. [CrossRef]

266. Tan, S.; Caparros-Martin, J.A.; Matthews, V.B.; Koch, H.; O’Gara, F.; Croft, K.D.; Ward, N.C. Isoquercetin and
inulin synergistically modulate the gut microbiome to prevent development of the metabolic syndrome in
mice fed a high fat diet. Sci. Rep. 2018, 8, 10100. [CrossRef]

267. Zhao, Y.; Chen, B.; Shen, J.; Wan, L.; Zhu, Y.; Yi, T.; Xiao, Z. The Beneficial Effects of Quercetin, Curcumin,
and Resveratrol in Obesity. Oxid. Med. Cell. Longev. 2017, 2017, 1459497. [CrossRef]

268. Li, H.; Qi, J.; Li, L. Phytochemicals as potential candidates to combat obesity via adipose non-shivering
thermogenesis. Pharmacol. Res. 2019, 147, 104393. [CrossRef]

269. Horvath, C.; Wolfrum, C. Feeding brown fat: Dietary phytochemicals targeting non-shivering thermogenesis
to control body weight. Proc. Nutr. Soc. 2020, 1–19. [CrossRef]

270. Forney, L.A.; Lenard, N.R.; Stewart, L.K.; Henagan, T.M. Dietary Quercetin Attenuates Adipose Tissue
Expansion and Inflammation and Alters Adipocyte Morphology in a Tissue-Specific Manner. Int. J. Mol. Sci.
2018, 19, 895. [CrossRef]

271. Ting, Y.; Chang, W.-T.; Shiau, D.-K.; Chou, P.-H.; Wu, M.-F.; Hsu, C.-L. Antiobesity Efficacy of Quercetin-Rich
Supplement on Diet-Induced Obese Rats: Effects on Body Composition, Serum Lipid Profile, and Gene
Expression. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2018, 66, 70–80. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

272. Kuipers, E.N.; van Dam, A.D.; Held, N.M.; Mol, I.M.; Houtkooper, R.H.; Rensen, P.C.N.; Boon, M.R. Quercetin
Lowers Plasma Triglycerides Accompanied by White Adipose Tissue Browning in Diet-Induced Obese Mice.
Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2018, 19, 1786. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/ars.2017.7172
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.intimp.2017.05.026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0220377
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phymed.2019.152999
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10091276
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11092176
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2020.112541
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31911179
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jcmm.15166
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32189432
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b04527
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30541285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.beem.2013.09.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2020/4532482
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-28521-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2017/1459497
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phrs.2019.104393
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0029665120006928
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19030895
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.7b03551
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29249156
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19061786
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29914151


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 46 of 54

273. Perdicaro, D.J.; Rodriguez Lanzi, C.; Gambarte Tudela, J.; Miatello, R.M.; Oteiza, P.I.; Vazquez Prieto, M.A.
Quercetin attenuates adipose hypertrophy, in part through activation of adipogenesis in rats fed a high-fat diet.
J. Nutr. Biochem. 2020, 79, 108352. [CrossRef]

274. Choi, H.; Kim, C.-S.; Yu, R. Quercetin Upregulates Uncoupling Protein 1 in White/Brown Adipose Tissues
through Sympathetic Stimulation. J. Obes. Metab. Syndr. 2018, 27, 102–109. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

275. Lee, S.G.; Parks, J.S.; Kang, H.W. Quercetin, a functional compound of onion peel, remodels white adipocytes
to brown-like adipocytes. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2017, 42, 62–71. [CrossRef]

276. Dong, J.; Zhang, X.; Zhang, L.; Bian, H.-X.; Xu, N.; Bao, B.; Liu, J. Quercetin reduces obesity-associated
ATM infiltration and inflammation in mice: A mechanism including AMPKα1/SIRT1. J. Lipid Res. 2014, 55,
363–374. [CrossRef]

277. Arias, N.; Picó, C.; Teresa Macarulla, M.; Oliver, P.; Miranda, J.; Palou, A.; Portillo, M.P. A combination of
resveratrol and quercetin induces browning in white adipose tissue of rats fed an obesogenic diet. Obesity
2017, 25, 111–121. [CrossRef]

278. Jiang, H.; Yoshioka, Y.; Yuan, S.; Horiuchi, Y.; Yamashita, Y.; Croft, K.D.; Ashida, H. Enzymatically modified
isoquercitrin promotes energy metabolism through activating AMPKα in male C57BL/6 mice. Food Funct.
2019, 10, 5188–5202. [CrossRef]

279. Yuan, X.; Wei, G.; You, Y.; Huang, Y.; Lee, H.J.; Dong, M.; Lin, J.; Hu, T.; Zhang, H.; Zhang, C.; et al.
Rutin ameliorates obesity through brown fat activation. FASEB J. 2017, 31, 333–345. [CrossRef]

280. Chen, N.; Lei, T.; Xin, L.; Zhou, L.; Cheng, J.; Qin, L.; Han, S.; Wan, Z. Depot-specific effects of treadmill
running and rutin on white adipose tissue function in diet-induced obese mice. J. Physiol. Biochem. 2016, 72,
453–467. [CrossRef]

281. Mehanna, E.T.; El-Sayed, N.M.; Ibrahim, A.K.; Ahmed, S.A.; Abo-Elmatty, D.M. Isolated compounds from
Cuscuta pedicellata ameliorate oxidative stress and upregulate expression of some energy regulatory genes
in high fat diet induced obesity in rats. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2018, 108, 1253–1258. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

282. Hu, C.; Zhang, Y.; Liu, G.; Liu, Y.; Wang, J.; Sun, B. Untargeted Metabolite Profiling of Adipose Tissue in
Hyperlipidemia Rats Exposed to Hawthorn Ethanol Extracts. J. Food Sci. 2019, 84, 717–725. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

283. Suganthy, N.; Devi, K.P.; Nabavi, S.F.; Braidy, N.; Nabavi, S.M. Bioactive effects of quercetin in the central
nervous system: Focusing on the mechanisms of actions. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2016, 84, 892–908. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

284. Babaei, F.; Mirzababaei, M.; Nassiri-Asl, M. Quercetin in Food: Possible Mechanisms of Its Effect on Memory.
J. Food Sci. 2018, 83, 2280–2287. [CrossRef]

285. Li, Y.; Tian, Q.; Li, Z.; Dang, M.; Lin, Y.; Hou, X. Activation of Nrf2 signaling by sitagliptin and quercetin
combination against β-amyloid induced Alzheimer’s disease in rats. Drug Dev. Res. 2019, 80, 837–845.
[CrossRef]

286. Paula, P.-C.; Angelica Maria, S.-G.; Luis, C.-H.; Gloria Patricia, C.-G. Preventive Effect of Quercetin in a Triple
Transgenic Alzheimer’s Disease Mice Model. Molecules 2019, 24, 2287. [CrossRef]

287. Hayakawa, M.; Itoh, M.; Ohta, K.; Li, S.; Ueda, M.; Wang, M.; Nishida, E.; Islam, S.; Suzuki, C.; Ohzawa, K.;
et al. Quercetin reduces eIF2α phosphorylation by GADD34 induction. Neurobiol. Aging 2015, 36, 2509–2518.
[CrossRef]

288. Budzynska, B.; Faggio, C.; Kruk-Slomka, M.; Samec, D.; Nabavi, S.F.; Sureda, A.; Devi, K.P.; Nabavi, S.M.
Rutin as Neuroprotective Agent: From Bench to Bedside. Curr. Med. Chem. 2019, 26, 5152–5164. [CrossRef]

289. Xia, S.-F.; Xie, Z.-X.; Qiao, Y.; Li, L.-R.; Cheng, X.-R.; Tang, X.; Shi, Y.-H.; Le, G.-W. Differential effects of
quercetin on hippocampus-dependent learning and memory in mice fed with different diets related with
oxidative stress. Physiol. Behav. 2015, 138, 325–331. [CrossRef]

290. Kim, J.H.; Lee, S.; Cho, E.J. Acer okamotoanum and isoquercitrin improve cognitive function via attenuation
of oxidative stress in high fat diet- and amyloid beta-induced mice. Food Funct. 2019, 10, 6803–6814.
[CrossRef]

291. Yang, J.; Kim, C.-S.; Tu, T.H.; Kim, M.-S.; Goto, T.; Kawada, T.; Choi, M.-S.; Park, T.; Sung, M.-K.; Yun, J.W.;
et al. Quercetin Protects Obesity-Induced Hypothalamic Inflammation by Reducing Microglia-Mediated
Inflammatory Responses via HO-1 Induction. Nutrients 2017, 9, 650. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

292. Maciel, R.M.; Carvalho, F.B.; Olabiyi, A.A.; Schmatz, R.; Gutierres, J.M.; Stefanello, N.; Zanini, D.; Rosa, M.M.;
Andrade, C.M.; Rubin, M.A.; et al. Neuroprotective effects of quercetin on memory and anxiogenic-like

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2020.108352
http://dx.doi.org/10.7570/jomes.2018.27.2.102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31089549
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2016.12.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1194/jlr.M038786
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/oby.21706
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO01008D
http://dx.doi.org/10.1096/fj.201600459rr
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13105-016-0493-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2018.09.126
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30372826
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1750-3841.14491
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30977920
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2016.10.011
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27756054
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1750-3841.14317
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ddr.21567
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules24122287
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2015.05.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/0929867324666171003114154
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physbeh.2014.09.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO01694E
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu9070650
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28644409


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 47 of 54

behavior in diabetic rats: Role of ectonucleotidases and acetylcholinesterase activities. Biomed. Pharmacother.
2016, 84, 559–568. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

293. Dajas, F.; Juan Andres, A.-C.; Florencia, A.; Carolina, E.; Felicia, R.-M. Neuroprotective Actions of Flavones
and Flavonols: Mechanisms and Relationship to Flavonoid Structural Features. Cent. Nerv. Syst. Agents
Med. Chem. 2013, 13, 30–35. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

294. McCue, P.; Shetty, K. Health benefits of soy isoflavonoids and strategies for enhancement: A review. Crit. Rev.
Food Sci. Nutr. 2004, 44, 361–367. [CrossRef]

295. Dixon, R.A.; Pasinetti, G.M. Flavonoids and isoflavonoids: From plant biology to agriculture and neuroscience.
Plant Physiol. 2010, 154, 453–457. [CrossRef]

296. Curtis, P.J.; Sampson, M.; Potter, J.; Dhatariya, K.; Kroon, P.A.; Cassidy, A. Chronic ingestion of flavan-3-ols
and isoflavones improves insulin sensitivity and lipoprotein status and attenuates estimated 10-year CVD
risk in medicated postmenopausal women with type 2 diabetes: A 1-year, double-blind, randomized,
controlled trial. Diabetes Care 2012, 35, 226–232. [CrossRef]

297. Wang, S.; Wang, Y.; Pan, M.-H.; Ho, C.-T. Anti-obesity molecular mechanism of soy isoflavones: Weaving the
way to new therapeutic routes. Food Funct. 2017, 8, 3831–3846. [CrossRef]

298. Cao, H.; Ou, J.; Chen, L.; Zhang, Y.; Szkudelski, T.; Delmas, D.; Daglia, M.; Xiao, J. Dietary polyphenols and
type 2 diabetes: Human Study and Clinical Trial. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 2019, 59, 3371–3379. [CrossRef]

299. Akhlaghi, M.; Zare, M.; Nouripour, F. Effect of Soy and Soy Isoflavones on Obesity-Related Anthropometric
Measures: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis of Randomized Controlled Clinical Trials. Adv. Nutr.
2017, 8, 705–717. [CrossRef]

300. Zhou, Y.-X.; Zhang, H.; Peng, C. Puerarin: A review of pharmacological effects. Phytother. Res. 2014, 28,
961–975. [CrossRef]

301. Ganai, A.A.; Farooqi, H. Bioactivity of genistein: A review of in vitro and in vivo studies. Biomed. Pharmacother.
2015, 76, 30–38. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

302. Xin, X.; Chen, C.; Hu, Y.Y.; Feng, Q. Protective effect of genistein on nonalcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD).
Biomed. Pharmacother. 2019, 117, 109047. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

303. Rockwood, S.; Mason, D.; Lord, R.; Lamar, P.; Prozialeck, W.; Al-Nakkash, L. Genistein diet improves
body weight, serum glucose and triglyceride levels in both male and female ob/ob mice. Diabetes. Metab.
Syndr. Obes. 2019, 12, 2011–2021. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

304. Marcelo, C.; Warwick, M.; Marcelo, C.; Malik, M.; Qayyum, R. The relationship between urinary genistein
levels and serum alanine aminotransferase levels in adults in the USA: National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey 1999–2010. Eur. J. Gastroenterol. Hepatol. 2018, 30, 904–909. [CrossRef]

305. Hakkak, R.; Gauss, C.H.; Bell, A.; Korourian, S. Short-term soy protein isolate feeding prevents liver steatosis
and reduces serum ALT and AST levels in obese female zucker rats. Biomedicines 2018, 6, 55. [CrossRef]

306. Qiu, L.-X.; Chen, T. Novel insights into the mechanisms whereby isoflavones protect against fatty liver disease.
World J. Gastroenterol. 2015, 21, 1099–1107. [CrossRef]

307. Xiao, C.W.; Wood, C.M.; Weber, D.; Aziz, S.A.; Mehta, R.; Griffin, P.; Cockell, K.A. Dietary supplementation
with soy isoflavones or replacement with soy proteins prevents hepatic lipid droplet accumulation and alters
expression of genes involved in lipid metabolism in rats. Genes Nutr. 2014, 9, 373. [CrossRef]

308. Arunkumar, E.; Karthik, D.; Anuradha, C.V. Genistein sensitizes hepatic insulin signaling and modulates
lipid regulatory genes through p70 ribosomal S6 kinase-1 inhibition in high-fat-high-fructose diet-fed mice.
Pharm. Biol. 2013, 51, 815–824. [CrossRef]

309. Liu, H.; Zhong, H.; Yin, Y.; Jiang, Z. Genistein has beneficial effects on hepatic steatosis in high fat-high
sucrose diet-treated rats. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2017, 91, 964–969. [CrossRef]

310. Lyons, C.L.; Roche, H.M. Nutritional Modulation of AMPK-Impact upon Metabolic-Inflammation. Int. J.
Mol. Sci. 2018, 19, 3092. [CrossRef]

311. Wang, S.; Yang, F.-J.; Shang, L.-C.; Zhang, Y.-H.; Zhou, Y.; Shi, X.-L. Puerarin protects against high-fat
high-sucrose diet-induced non-alcoholic fatty liver disease by modulating PARP-1/PI3K/AKT signaling
pathway and facilitating mitochondrial homeostasis. Phytother. Res. 2019, 33, 2347–2359. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

312. Zheng, G.; Lin, L.; Zhong, S.; Zhang, Q.; Li, D. Effects of puerarin on lipid accumulation and metabolism in
high-fat diet-fed mice. PLoS ONE 2015, 10, e0122925. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2016.09.069
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27694000
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/1871524911313010005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23092407
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408690490509591
http://dx.doi.org/10.1104/pp.110.161430
http://dx.doi.org/10.2337/dc11-1443
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C7FO01094J
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2018.1492900
http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/an.117.015370
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.5083
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2015.10.026
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26653547
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2019.109047
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31176163
http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/DMSO.S216312
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31686880
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/MEG.0000000000001121
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/biomedicines6020055
http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v21.i4.1099
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12263-013-0373-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/13880209.2013.766896
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2017.04.130
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19103092
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ptr.6417
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31273855
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0122925
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25822741


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 48 of 54

313. Lu, Y.; Zhao, A.; Wu, Y.; Zhao, Y.; Yang, X. Soybean soluble polysaccharides enhance bioavailability
of genistein and its prevention against obesity and metabolic syndrome of mice with chronic high fat
consumption. Food Funct. 2019, 10, 4153–4165. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

314. Li, W.; Lu, Y. Hepatoprotective Effects of Sophoricoside against Fructose-Induced Liver Injury via Regulating
Lipid Metabolism, Oxidation, and Inflammation in Mice. J. Food Sci. 2018, 83, 552–558. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

315. Duan, X.; Meng, Q.; Wang, C.; Liu, Z.; Sun, H.; Huo, X.; Sun, P.; Ma, X.; Peng, J.; Liu, K. Effects of calycosin
against high-fat diet-induced nonalcoholic fatty liver disease in mice. J. Gastroenterol. Hepatol. 2018, 33,
533–542. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

316. Liu, H.; Zhong, H.; Leng, L.; Jiang, Z. Effects of soy isoflavone on hepatic steatosis in high fat-induced rats.
J. Clin. Biochem. Nutr. 2017, 61, 85–90. [CrossRef]

317. Wang, W.; Chen, J.; Mao, J.; Li, H.; Wang, M.; Zhang, H.; Li, H.; Chen, W. Genistein Ameliorates Non-alcoholic
Fatty Liver Disease by Targeting the Thromboxane A2 Pathway. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2018, 66, 5853–5859.
[CrossRef]

318. Gan, M.; Shen, L.; Fan, Y.; Tan, Y.; Zheng, T.; Tang, G.; Niu, L.; Zhao, Y.; Chen, L.; Jiang, D.; et al. MicroRNA-451
and Genistein Ameliorate Nonalcoholic Steatohepatitis in Mice. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2019, 20, 6084. [CrossRef]

319. Amanat, S.; Eftekhari, M.H.; Fararouei, M.; Bagheri Lankarani, K.; Massoumi, S.J. Genistein supplementation
improves insulin resistance and inflammatory state in non-alcoholic fatty liver patients: A randomized,
controlled trial. Clin. Nutr. 2018, 37, 1210–1215. [CrossRef]

320. Giordano, E.; Dávalos, A.; Crespo, M.C.; Tomé-Carneiro, J.; Gómez-Coronado, D.; Visioli, F. Soy isoflavones
in nutritionally relevant amounts have varied nutrigenomic effects on adipose tissue. Molecules 2015, 20,
2310–2322. [CrossRef]

321. Tan, J.; Huang, C.; Luo, Q.; Liu, W.; Cheng, D.; Li, Y.; Xia, Y.; Li, C.; Tang, L.; Fang, J.; et al. Soy Isoflavones
Ameliorate Fatty Acid Metabolism of Visceral Adipose Tissue by Increasing the AMPK Activity in Male Rats
with Diet-Induced Obesity (DIO). Molecules 2019, 24, 2809. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

322. Jo, Y.H.; Choi, K.M.; Liu, Q.; Kim, S.B.; Ji, H.J.; Kim, M.; Shin, S.K.; Do, S.G.; Shin, E.; Jung, G.; et al.
Anti-obesity effect of 6,8-diprenylgenistein, an isoflavonoid of Cudrania tricuspidata fruits in high-fat
diet-induced obese mice. Nutrients 2015, 7, 10480–10490. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

323. Huang, C.-H.; Chen, C.-L.; Chang, S.-H.; Tsai, G.-J. Evaluation of Antiobesity Activity of Soybean Meal
Products Fermented by Lactobacillus plantarum FPS 2520 and Bacillus subtilis N1 in Rats Fed with
High-Fat Diet. J. Med. Food 2020, 23, 667–675. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

324. Zhou, L.; Xiao, X.; Zhang, Q.; Zheng, J.; Li, M.; Deng, M. A Possible Mechanism: Genistein Improves
Metabolism and Induces White Fat Browning through Modulating Hypothalamic Expression of Ucn3, Depp,
and Stc1. Front. Endocrinol. 2019, 10, 478. [CrossRef]

325. Palacios-González, B.; Vargas-Castillo, A.; Velázquez-Villegas, L.A.; Vasquez-Reyes, S.; López, P.;
Noriega, L.G.; Aleman, G.; Tovar-Palacio, C.; Torre-Villalvazo, I.; Yang, L.J.; et al. Genistein increases
the thermogenic program of subcutaneous WAT and increases energy expenditure in mice. J. Nutr. Biochem.
2019, 68, 59–68. [CrossRef]

326. Gautam, J.; Khedgikar, V.; Kushwaha, P.; Choudhary, D.; Nagar, G.K.; Dev, K.; Dixit, P.; Singh, D.; Maurya, R.;
Trivedi, R. Formononetin, an isoflavone, activates AMP-activated protein kinase β-catenin signalling to
inhibit adipogenesis and rescues C57BL/6 mice from high-fat diet-induced obesity and bone loss. Br. J. Nutr.
2017, 117, 645–661. [CrossRef]

327. Nie, T.; Zhao, S.; Mao, L.; Yang, Y.; Sun, W.; Lin, X.; Liu, S.; Li, K.; Sun, Y.; Li, P.; et al. The natural compound,
formononetin, extracted from Astragalus membranaceus increases adipocyte thermogenesis by modulating
PPARγ activity. Br. J. Pharmacol. 2018, 175, 1439–1450. [CrossRef]

328. Buhlmann, E.; Horváth, C.; Houriet, J.; Kiehlmann, E.; Radtke, J.; Marcourt, L.; Wolfender, J.-L.; Wolfrum, C.;
Schröder, S. Puerariae lobatae root extracts and the regulation of brown fat activity. Phytomedicine 2019, 64,
153075. [CrossRef]

329. Shen, H.-H.; Huang, S.-Y.; Kung, C.-W.; Chen, S.-Y.; Chen, Y.-F.; Cheng, P.-Y.; Lam, K.-K.; Lee, Y.-M. Genistein
ameliorated obesity accompanied with adipose tissue browning and attenuation of hepatic lipogenesis in
ovariectomized rats with high-fat diet. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2019, 67, 111–122. [CrossRef]

330. Russell, A.L.; Grimes, J.M.; Cruthirds, D.F.; Westerfield, J.; Wooten, L.; Keil, M.; Weiser, M.J.; Landauer, M.R.;
Handa, R.J.; Wu, T.J.; et al. Dietary Isoflavone-Dependent and Estradiol Replacement Effects on Body Weight
in the Ovariectomized (OVX) Rat. Horm. Metab. Res. 2017, 49, 457–465. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C8FO02379D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31241065
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1750-3841.14047
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29350757
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jgh.13884
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28699662
http://dx.doi.org/10.3164/jcbn.16-98
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b01691
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms20236084
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clnu.2017.05.028
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules20022310
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules24152809
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31374939
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu7125544
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26694457
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/jmf.2019.4643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32286891
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fendo.2019.00478
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2019.03.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0007114517000149
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/bph.14139
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phymed.2019.153075
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2019.02.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1055/s-0043-108250


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 49 of 54

331. Han, F.; Li, K.; Pan, R.; Xu, W.; Han, X.; Hou, N.; Sun, X. Calycosin directly improves perivascular adipose
tissue dysfunction by upregulating the adiponectin/AMPK/eNOS pathway in obese mice. Food Funct. 2018,
9, 2409–2415. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

332. Rivera, P.; Pérez-Martín, M.; Pavón, F.J.; Serrano, A.; Crespillo, A.; Cifuentes, M.; López-Ávalos, M.-D.;
Grondona, J.M.; Vida, M.; Fernández-Llebrez, P.; et al. Pharmacological administration of the isoflavone
daidzein enhances cell proliferation and reduces high fat diet-induced apoptosis and gliosis in the rat
hippocampus. PLoS ONE 2013, 8, e64750. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

333. Ko, J.W.; Chung, Y.-S.; Kwak, C.S.; Kwon, Y.H. Doenjang, A Korean Traditional Fermented Soybean Paste,
Ameliorates Neuroinflammation and Neurodegeneration in Mice Fed a High-Fat Diet. Nutrients 2019, 11,
1702. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

334. Essawy, A.E.; Abdou, H.M.; Ibrahim, H.M.; Bouthahab, N.M. Soybean isoflavone ameliorates cognitive
impairment, neuroinflammation, and amyloid β accumulation in a rat model of Alzheimer’s disease. Environ.
Sci. Pollut. Res. 2019, 26, 26060–26070. [CrossRef]

335. Ko, Y.H.; Kwon, S.H.; Ma, S.X.; Seo, J.Y.; Lee, B.R.; Kim, K.; Kim, S.Y.; Lee, S.Y.; Jang, C.G. The
memory-enhancing effects of 7,8,4′-trihydroxyisoflavone, a major metabolite of daidzein, are associated with
activation of the cholinergic system and BDNF signaling pathway in mice. Brain Res. Bull. 2018, 142, 197–206.
[CrossRef]

336. Lu, C.; Wang, Y.; Wang, D.; Zhang, L.; Lv, J.; Jiang, N.; Fan, B.; Liu, X.; Wang, F. Neuroprotective effects of soy
isoflavones on scopolamine-induced amnesia in mice. Nutrients 2018, 10, 853. [CrossRef]

337. Seo, J.Y.; Kim, B.R.; Oh, J.; Kim, J.S. Soybean-derived phytoalexins improve cognitive function through
activation of Nrf2/HO-1 signaling pathway. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2018, 19, 268. [CrossRef]

338. Sudhakaran, M.; Doseff, A.I. The Targeted Impact of Flavones on Obesity-Induced Inflammation and the
Potential Synergistic Role in Cancer and the Gut Microbiota. Molecules 2020, 25, 2477. [CrossRef]

339. Jiang, N.; Doseff, A.I.; Grotewold, E. Flavones: From Biosynthesis to Health Benefits. Plants 2016, 5, 27.
[CrossRef]

340. Lin, Y.; Ren, N.; Li, S.; Chen, M.; Pu, P. Novel anti-obesity effect of scutellarein and potential underlying
mechanism of actions. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2019, 117, 109042. [CrossRef]

341. Feng, X.; Yu, W.; Li, X.; Zhou, F.; Zhang, W.; Shen, Q.; Li, J.; Zhang, C.; Shen, P. Apigenin, a modulator of
PPARγ, attenuates HFD-induced NAFLD by regulating hepatocyte lipid metabolism and oxidative stress
via Nrf2 activation. Biochem. Pharmacol. 2017, 136, 136–149. [CrossRef]

342. Kwon, E.-Y.; Kim, S.Y.; Choi, M.-S. Luteolin-Enriched Artichoke Leaf Extract Alleviates the Metabolic
Syndrome in Mice with High-Fat Diet-Induced Obesity. Nutrients 2018, 10, 979. [CrossRef]

343. Dai, J.; Liang, K.; Zhao, S.; Jia, W.; Liu, Y.; Wu, H.; Lv, J.; Cao, C.; Chen, T.; Zhuang, S.; et al. Chemoproteomics
reveals baicalin activates hepatic CPT1 to ameliorate diet-induced obesity and hepatic steatosis. Proc. Natl.
Acad. Sci. USA 2018, 115, E5896–E5905. [CrossRef]

344. Kim, Y.-J.; Choi, M.-S.; Woo, J.T.; Jeong, M.J.; Kim, S.R.; Jung, U.J. Long-term dietary supplementation with
low-dose nobiletin ameliorates hepatic steatosis, insulin resistance, and inflammation without altering fat
mass in diet-induced obesity. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2017, 61, 1600889. [CrossRef]

345. Inamdar, S.; Joshi, A.; Malik, S.; Boppana, R.; Ghaskadbi, S. Vitexin alleviates non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
by activating AMPK in high fat diet fed mice. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 2019, 519, 106–112. [CrossRef]

346. Kwon, E.-Y.; Choi, M.-S. Luteolin Targets the Toll-Like Receptor Signaling Pathway in Prevention of Hepatic
and Adipocyte Fibrosis and Insulin Resistance in Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1415.
[CrossRef]

347. Kwon, E.-Y.; Jung, U.J.; Park, T.; Yun, J.W.; Choi, M.-S. Luteolin Attenuates Hepatic Steatosis and Insulin
Resistance Through the Interplay Between the Liver and Adipose Tissue in Mice with Diet-Induced Obesity.
Diabetes 2015, 64, 1658–1669. [CrossRef]

348. Li, J.; Inoue, J.; Choi, J.-M.; Nakamura, S.; Yan, Z.; Fushinobu, S.; Kamada, H.; Kato, H.; Hashidume, T.;
Shimizu, M.; et al. Identification of the Flavonoid Luteolin as a Repressor of the Transcription Factor
Hepatocyte Nuclear Factor 4α. J. Biol. Chem. 2015, 290, 24021–24035. [CrossRef]

349. Yin, Y.; Gao, L.; Lin, H.; Wu, Y.; Han, X.; Zhu, Y.; Li, J. Luteolin improves non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
in db/db mice by inhibition of liver X receptor activation to down-regulate expression of sterol regulatory
element binding protein 1c. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 2017, 482, 720–726. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C8FO00328A
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29595858
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0064750
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23741384
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu11081702
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31344808
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11356-019-05862-z
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.brainresbull.2018.07.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10070853
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19010268
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules25112477
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/plants5020027
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2019.109042
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bcp.2017.04.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10080979
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1801745115
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201600889
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2019.08.139
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10101415
http://dx.doi.org/10.2337/db14-0631
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M115.645200
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2016.11.101


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 50 of 54

350. Xi, Y.; Wu, M.; Li, H.; Dong, S.; Luo, E.; Gu, M.; Shen, X.; Jiang, Y.; Liu, Y.; Liu, H. Baicalin Attenuates High Fat
Diet-Induced Obesity and Liver Dysfunction: Dose-Response and Potential Role of CaMKKβ/AMPK/ACC
Pathway. Cell. Physiol. Biochem. 2015, 35, 2349–2359. [CrossRef]

351. Shen, K.; Feng, X.; Pan, H.; Zhang, F.; Xie, H.; Zheng, S. Baicalin Ameliorates Experimental Liver Cholestasis
in Mice by Modulation of Oxidative Stress, Inflammation, and NRF2 Transcription Factor. Oxid. Med.
Cell. Longev. 2017, 2017, 6169128. [CrossRef]

352. Chambel, S.S.; Santos-Gonçalves, A.; Duarte, T.L. The Dual Role of Nrf2 in Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease:
Regulation of Antioxidant Defenses and Hepatic Lipid Metabolism. Biomed Res. Int. 2015, 2015, 597134.
[CrossRef]

353. Xu, D.; Xu, M.; Jeong, S.; Qian, Y.; Wu, H.; Xia, Q.; Kong, X. The Role of Nrf2 in Liver Disease: Novel
Molecular Mechanisms and Therapeutic Approaches. Front. Pharmacol. 2019, 9, 1428. [CrossRef]

354. Zhang, X.; Ji, R.; Sun, H.; Peng, J.; Ma, X.; Wang, C.; Fu, Y.; Bao, L.; Jin, Y. Scutellarin ameliorates nonalcoholic
fatty liver disease through the PPARγ/PGC-1α-Nrf2 pathway. Free Radic. Res. 2018, 52, 198–211. [CrossRef]

355. Fan, H.; Ma, X.; Lin, P.; Kang, Q.; Zhao, Z.; Wang, L.; Sun, D.; Cheng, J.; Li, Y. Scutellarin Prevents Nonalcoholic
Fatty Liver Disease (NAFLD) and Hyperlipidemia via PI3K/AKT-Dependent Activation of Nuclear Factor
(Erythroid-Derived 2)-Like 2 (Nrf2) in Rats. Med. Sci. Monit. 2017, 23, 5599–5612. [CrossRef]

356. Feng, X.; Weng, D.; Zhou, F.; Owen, Y.D.; Qin, H.; Zhao, J.; Huang, Y.; Chen, J.; Fu, H.; Yang, N.; et al.
Activation of PPARγ by a Natural Flavonoid Modulator, Apigenin Ameliorates Obesity-Related Inflammation
Via Regulation of Macrophage Polarization. EBioMedicine 2016, 9, 61–76. [CrossRef]

357. Lv, Y.; Gao, X.; Luo, Y.; Fan, W.; Shen, T.; Ding, C.; Yao, M.; Song, S.; Yan, L. Apigenin ameliorates HFD-induced
NAFLD through regulation of the XO/NLRP3 pathways. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2019, 71, 110–121. [CrossRef]

358. Feng, X.; Qin, H.; Shi, Q.; Zhang, Y.; Zhou, F.; Wu, H.; Ding, S.; Niu, Z.; Lu, Y.; Shen, P. Chrysin attenuates
inflammation by regulating M1/M2 status via activating PPARγ. Biochem. Pharmacol. 2014, 89, 503–514.
[CrossRef]

359. Chen, J.; Liu, J.; Wang, Y.; Hu, X.; Zhou, F.; Hu, Y.; Yuan, Y.; Xu, Y. Wogonin mitigates nonalcoholic fatty liver
disease via enhancing PPARalpha/AdipoR2, in vivo and in vitro. Biomed. Pharmacother. 2017, 91, 621–631.
[CrossRef]

360. Pan, M.-H.; Yang, G.; Li, S.; Li, M.-Y.; Tsai, M.-L.; Wu, J.-C.; Badmaev, V.; Ho, C.-T.; Lai, C.-S. Combination of
citrus polymethoxyflavones, green tea polyphenols, and Lychee extracts suppresses obesity and hepatic
steatosis in high-fat diet induced obese mice. Mol. Nutr. Food Res. 2017, 61, 1601104. [CrossRef]

361. Su, T.; Huang, C.; Yang, C.; Jiang, T.; Su, J.; Chen, M.; Fatima, S.; Gong, R.; Hu, X.; Bian, Z.; et al. Apigenin
inhibits STAT3/CD36 signaling axis and reduces visceral obesity. Pharmacol. Res. 2020, 152, 104586. [CrossRef]

362. Zhang, J.; Zhao, L.; Cheng, Q.; Ji, B.; Yang, M.; Sanidad, K.Z.; Wang, C.; Zhou, F. Structurally Different
Flavonoid Subclasses Attenuate High-Fat and High-Fructose Diet Induced Metabolic Syndrome in Rats.
J. Agric. Food Chem. 2018, 66, 12412–12420. [CrossRef]

363. Sun, Y.-S.; Qu, W. Dietary Apigenin promotes lipid catabolism, thermogenesis, and browning in adipose
tissues of HFD-Fed mice. Food Chem. Toxicol. 2019, 133, 110780. [CrossRef]

364. Peng, Y.; Sun, Q.; Xu, W.; He, Y.; Jin, W.; Yuan, L.; Gao, R. Vitexin ameliorates high fat diet-induced obesity in
male C57BL/6J mice via the AMPKα-mediated pathway. Food Funct. 2019, 10, 1940–1947. [CrossRef]

365. Zhang, L.; Han, Y.-J.; Zhang, X.; Wang, X.; Bao, B.; Qu, W.; Liu, J. Luteolin reduces obesity-associated insulin
resistance in mice by activating AMPKα1 signalling in adipose tissue macrophages. Diabetologia 2016, 59,
2219–2228. [CrossRef]

366. Xu, N.; Zhang, L.; Dong, J.; Zhang, X.; Chen, Y.-G.; Bao, B.; Liu, J. Low-dose diet supplement of a natural
flavonoid, luteolin, ameliorates diet-induced obesity and insulin resistance in mice. Mol. Nutr. Food Res.
2014, 58, 1258–1268. [CrossRef]

367. Sanchez-Gurmaches, J.; Tang, Y.; Jespersen, N.Z.; Wallace, M.; Martinez Calejman, C.; Gujja, S.; Li, H.;
Edwards, Y.J.K.; Wolfrum, C.; Metallo, C.M.; et al. Brown Fat AKT2 Is a Cold-Induced Kinase that Stimulates
ChREBP-Mediated De Novo Lipogenesis to Optimize Fuel Storage and Thermogenesis. Cell Metab. 2018, 27,
195–209. [CrossRef]

368. Mottillo, E.P.; Balasubramanian, P.; Lee, Y.-H.; Weng, C.; Kershaw, E.E.; Granneman, J.G. Coupling of lipolysis
and de novo lipogenesis in brown, beige, and white adipose tissues during chronic β3-adrenergic receptor
activation. J. Lipid Res. 2014, 55, 2276–2286. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000374037
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2017/6169128
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2015/597134
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2018.01428
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10715762.2017.1422602
http://dx.doi.org/10.12659/MSM.907530
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ebiom.2016.06.017
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2019.05.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bcp.2014.03.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2017.04.125
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201601104
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phrs.2019.104586
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.8b03574
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.fct.2019.110780
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO00148D
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00125-016-4039-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.201300830
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2017.10.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1194/jlr.M050005


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 51 of 54

369. Zhang, X.; Zhang, Q.-X.; Wang, X.; Zhang, L.; Qu, W.; Bao, B.; Liu, C.-A.; Liu, J. Dietary luteolin activates
browning and thermogenesis in mice through an AMPK/PGC1α pathway-mediated mechanism. Int. J. Obes.
2016, 40, 1841–1849. [CrossRef]

370. Min, W.; Wu, M.; Fang, P.; Yu, M.; Shi, M.; Zhang, Z.; Bo, P. Effect of Baicalein on GLUT4 Translocation in
Adipocytes of Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Cell. Physiol. Biochem. 2018, 50, 426–436. [CrossRef]

371. Jack, B.U.; Malherbe, C.J.; Mamushi, M.; Muller, C.J.F.; Joubert, E.; Louw, J.; Pheiffer, C. Adipose tissue as
a possible therapeutic target for polyphenols: A case for Cyclopia extracts as anti-obesity nutraceuticals.
Biomed. Pharmacother. 2019, 120, 109439. [CrossRef]

372. Pan, M.-H.; Li, M.-Y.; Tsai, M.-L.; Pan, C.-Y.; Badmaev, V.; Ho, C.-T.; Lai, C.-S. A mixture of citrus
polymethoxyflavones, green tea polyphenols and lychee extracts attenuates adipogenesis in 3T3-L1 adipocytes
and obesity-induced adipose inflammation in mice. Food Funct. 2019, 10, 7667–7677. [CrossRef]

373. Liu, Y.; Fu, X.; Lan, N.; Li, S.; Zhang, J.; Wang, S.; Li, C.; Shang, Y.; Huang, T.; Zhang, L. Luteolin protects
against high fat diet-induced cognitive deficits in obesity mice. Behav. Brain Res. 2014, 267, 178–188.
[CrossRef]

374. Shanmugasundaram, J.; Subramanian, V.; Nadipelly, J.; Kathirvelu, P.; Sayeli, V.; Cheriyan, B.V. Anxiolytic-like
activity of 5-methoxyflavone in mice with involvement of GABAergic and serotonergic systems—In vivo
and in silico evidences. Eur. Neuropsychopharmacol. 2020, 36, 100–110. [CrossRef]

375. Wang, L.; Li, C.; Sreeharsha, N.; Mishra, A.; Shrotriya, V.; Sharma, A. Neuroprotective effect of Wogonin on
Rat’s brain exposed to gamma irradiation. J. Photochem. Photobiol. B 2020, 204, 111775. [CrossRef]

376. Wu, C.; Xu, Q.; Chen, X.; Liu, J. Delivery luteolin with folacin-modified nanoparticle for glioma therapy.
Int. J. Nanomed. 2019, 14, 7515–7531. [CrossRef]

377. Guo, Y.; Yu, X.-M.; Chen, S.; Wen, J.-Y.; Chen, Z.-W. Total flavones of Rhododendron simsii Planch flower
protect rat hippocampal neuron from hypoxia-reoxygenation injury via activation of BK(Ca) channel.
J. Pharm. Pharmacol. 2020, 72, 111–120. [CrossRef]

378. Yu, C.-I.; Cheng, C.-I.; Kang, Y.-F.; Chang, P.-C.; Lin, I.-P.; Kuo, Y.-H.; Jhou, A.-J.; Lin, M.-Y.; Chen, C.-Y.;
Lee, C.-H. Hispidulin Inhibits Neuroinflammation in Lipopolysaccharide-Activated BV2 Microglia and
Attenuates the Activation of Akt, NF-κB, and STAT3 Pathway. Neurotox. Res. 2020, 38, 163–174. [CrossRef]

379. Cazarolli, L.H.; Kappel, V.D.; Zanatta, A.P.; Suzuki, D.O.H.; Yunes, R.A.; Nunes, R.J.; Pizzolatti, M.G.;
Silva, F.R.M.B. Chapter 2—Natural and Synthetic Chalcones: Tools for the Study of Targets of Action—Insulin
Secretagogue or Insulin Mimetic? In Studies in Natural Products Chemistry; Atta-ur-Rahman, Ed.; Elsevier:
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 2013; Volume 39, pp. 47–89. ISBN 1572-5995.

380. Bak, E.-J.; Choi, K.-C.; Jang, S.; Woo, G.-H.; Yoon, H.-G.; Na, Y.; Yoo, Y.-J.; Lee, Y.; Jeong, Y.; Cha, J.-H.
Licochalcone F alleviates glucose tolerance and chronic inflammation in diet-induced obese mice through
Akt and p38 MAPK. Clin. Nutr. 2016, 35, 414–421. [CrossRef]

381. Karimi-Sales, E.; Mohaddes, G.; Alipour, M.R. Chalcones as putative hepatoprotective agents: Preclinical
evidence and molecular mechanisms. Pharmacol. Res. 2018, 129, 177–187. [CrossRef]

382. Iwasaki, M.; Izuo, N.; Izumi, Y.; Takada-Takatori, Y.; Akaike, A.; Kume, T. Protective Effect of Green
Perilla-Derived Chalcone Derivative DDC on Amyloid β Protein-Induced Neurotoxicity in Primary Cortical
Neurons. Biol. Pharm. Bull. 2019, 42, 1942–1946. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

383. Bai, P.; Wang, K.; Zhang, P.; Shi, J.; Cheng, X.; Zhang, Q.; Zheng, C.; Cheng, Y.; Yang, J.; Lu, X.; et al.
Development of chalcone-O-alkylamine derivatives as multifunctional agents against Alzheimer’s disease.
Eur. J. Med. Chem. 2019, 183, 111737. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

384. Padmavathi, G.; Roy, N.K.; Bordoloi, D.; Arfuso, F.; Mishra, S.; Sethi, G.; Bishayee, A.; Kunnumakkara, A.B.
Butein in health and disease: A comprehensive review. Phytomedicine 2017, 25, 118–127. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

385. Legette, L.L.; Moreno Luna, A.Y.; Reed, R.L.; Miranda, C.L.; Bobe, G.; Proteau, R.R.; Stevens, J.F. Xanthohumol
lowers body weight and fasting plasma glucose in obese male Zucker fa/fa rats. Phytochemistry 2013, 91,
236–241. [CrossRef]

386. Costa, R.; Rodrigues, I.; Guardão, L.; Rocha-Rodrigues, S.; Silva, C.; Magalhães, J.; Ferreira-de-Almeida, M.;
Negrão, R.; Soares, R. Xanthohumol and 8-prenylnaringenin ameliorate diabetic-related metabolic
dysfunctions in mice. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2017, 45, 39–47. [CrossRef]

387. Prabhu, D.S.; Rajeswari, V.D. PPAR-Gamma as putative gene target involved in Butein mediated anti-diabetic
effect. Mol. Biol. Rep. 2020. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ijo.2016.108
http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000494154
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biopha.2019.109439
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C9FO02235J
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbr.2014.02.040
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.euroneuro.2020.05.009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jphotobiol.2020.111775
http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/IJN.S214585
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jphp.13178
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12640-020-00197-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clnu.2015.03.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phrs.2017.11.022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1248/bpb.b19-00657
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31462605
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejmech.2019.111737
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31581002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phymed.2016.12.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28190465
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phytochem.2012.04.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2017.03.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11033-020-05605-1


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 52 of 54

388. Johnson, R.; de Beer, D.; Dludla, P.V.; Ferreira, D.; Muller, C.J.; Joubert, E. Aspalathin from Rooibos
(Aspalathus linearis): A Bioactive C-glucosyl Dihydrochalcone with Potential to Target the Metabolic
Syndrome. Planta Med. 2018, 84, 568–583. [CrossRef]

389. Zhu, X.; Liu, J.; Chen, S.; Xue, J.; Huang, S.; Wang, Y.; Chen, O. Isoliquiritigenin attenuates
lipopolysaccharide-induced cognitive impairment through antioxidant and anti-inflammatory activity.
BMC Neurosci. 2019, 20, 41. [CrossRef]

390. Cardozo, C.M.L.; Inada, A.C.; Cardoso, C.A.L.; Filiú, W.F.D.O.; Farias, B.B.D.; Alves, F.M.; Tatara, M.B.;
Croda, J.H.R.; Guimarães, R.D.C.A.; Hiane, P.A.; et al. Effect of Supplementation with Hydroethanolic
Extract of Campomanesia xanthocarpa (Berg.) Leaves and Two Isolated Substances from the Extract on
Metabolic Parameters of Mice Fed a High-Fat Diet. Molecules 2020, 25, 2693. [CrossRef]

391. Hsieh, C.-T.; Chang, F.-R.; Tsai, Y.-H.; Wu, Y.-C.; Hsieh, T.-J. 2-Bromo-4′-methoxychalcone
and 2-Iodo-4′-methoxychalcone Prevent Progression of Hyperglycemia and Obesity via
5′-Adenosine-Monophosphate-Activated Protein Kinase in Diet-Induced Obese Mice. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2018,
19, 2763. [CrossRef]

392. Iniguez, A.B.; Zhu, M.-J. Hop bioactive compounds in prevention of nutrition-related noncommunicable
diseases. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 2020, 1–14. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

393. Liou, C.-J.; Lee, Y.-K.; Ting, N.-C.; Chen, Y.-L.; Shen, S.-C.; Wu, S.-J.; Huang, W.-C. Protective Effects of
Licochalcone A Ameliorates Obesity and Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease Via Promotion of the Sirt-1/AMPK
Pathway in Mice Fed a High-Fat Diet. Cells 2019, 8, 447. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

394. Jalalvand, F.; Amoli, M.M.; Yaghmaei, P.; Kimiagar, M.; Ebrahim-Habibi, A. Acarbose versus trans-chalcone:
Comparing the effect of two glycosidase inhibitors on obese mice. Arch. Endocrinol. Metab. 2015, 59, 202–209.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

395. Dorn, C.; Kraus, B.; Motyl, M.; Weiss, T.S.; Gehrig, M.; Schölmerich, J.; Heilmann, J.; Hellerbrand, C.
Xanthohumol, a chalcon derived from hops, inhibits hepatic inflammation and fibrosis. Mol. Nutr. Food Res.
2010, 54, S205–S213. [CrossRef]

396. Takahashi, K.; Osada, K. Effect of Dietary Purified Xanthohumol from Hop (Humulus lupulus L.) Pomace on
Adipose Tissue Mass, Fasting Blood Glucose Level, and Lipid Metabolism in KK-Ay Mice. J. Oleo Sci. 2017,
66, 531–541. [CrossRef]

397. Mahli, A.; Seitz, T.; Freese, K.; Frank, J.; Weiskirchen, R.; Abdel-Tawab, M.; Behnam, D.; Hellerbrand, C.
Therapeutic Application of Micellar Solubilized Xanthohumol in a Western-Type Diet-Induced Mouse Model
of Obesity, Diabetes and Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease. Cells 2019, 8, 359. [CrossRef]

398. Son, M.J.; Minakawa, M.; Miura, Y.; Yagasaki, K. Aspalathin improves hyperglycemia and glucose intolerance
in obese diabetic ob/ob mice. Eur. J. Nutr. 2013, 52, 1607–1619. [CrossRef]

399. Mazibuko-Mbeje, S.E.; Dludla, P.V.; Roux, C.; Johnson, R.; Ghoor, S.; Joubert, E.; Louw, J.; Opoku, A.R.;
Muller, C.J.F. Aspalathin-Enriched Green Rooibos Extract Reduces Hepatic Insulin Resistance by Modulating
PI3K/AKT and AMPK Pathways. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2019, 20, 633. [CrossRef]

400. Lee, Y.; Kwon, E.-Y.; Choi, M.-S. Dietary Isoliquiritigenin at a Low Dose Ameliorates Insulin Resistance and
NAFLD in Diet-Induced Obesity in C57BL/6J Mice. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2018, 19, 3281. [CrossRef]

401. Bao, L.D.; Wang, Y.; Ren, X.H.; Ma, R.L.; Lv, H.J.; Agula, B. Hypolipidemic effect of safflower yellow and
primary mechanism analysis. Genet. Mol. Res. 2015, 14, 6270–6278. [CrossRef]

402. Ohnogi, H.; Hayami, S.; Kudo, Y.; Deguchi, S.; Mizutani, S.; Enoki, T.; Tanimura, Y.; Aoi, W.; Naito, Y.;
Kato, I.; et al. Angelica keiskei Extract Improves Insulin Resistance and Hypertriglyceridemia in Rats Fed a
High-Fructose Drink. Biosci. Biotechnol. Biochem. 2012, 76, 928–932. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

403. Zhang, T.; Yamashita, Y.; Yasuda, M.; Yamamoto, N.; Ashida, H. Ashitaba (Angelica keiskei) extract prevents
adiposity in high-fat diet-fed C57BL/6 mice. Food Funct. 2015, 6, 135–145. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

404. Karkhaneh, L.; Yaghmaei, P.; Parivar, K.; Sadeghizadeh, M.; Ebrahim-Habibi, A. Effect of trans-chalcone on
atheroma plaque formation, liver fibrosis and adiponectin gene expression in cholesterol-fed NMRI mice.
Pharmacol. Reports 2016, 68, 720–727. [CrossRef]

405. Nozawa, H. Xanthohumol, the chalcone from beer hops (Humulus lupulus L.), is the ligand for farnesoid X
receptor and ameliorates lipid and glucose metabolism in KK-Ay mice. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun.
2005, 336, 754–761. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1055/s-0044-100622
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12868-019-0520-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules25112693
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19092763
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10408398.2020.1767537
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32462886
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/cells8050447
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31083505
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/2359-3997000000038
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26154086
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mnfr.200900314
http://dx.doi.org/10.5650/jos.ess16234
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/cells8040359
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00394-012-0466-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms20030633
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms19103281
http://dx.doi.org/10.4238/2015.June.9.14
http://dx.doi.org/10.1271/bbb.110927
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22738961
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C4FO00525B
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25406632
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pharep.2016.03.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2005.08.159
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16140264


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 53 of 54

406. Lee, H.E.; Yang, G.; Han, S.-H.; Lee, J.-H.; An, T.-J.; Jang, J.-K.; Lee, J.Y. Anti-obesity potential of Glycyrrhiza
uralensis and licochalcone A through induction of adipocyte browning. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun.
2018, 503, 2117–2123. [CrossRef]

407. Strycharz, J.; Rygielska, Z.; Swiderska, E.; Drzewoski, J.; Szemraj, J.; Szmigiero, L.; Sliwinska, A. SIRT1 as a
Therapeutic Target in Diabetic Complications. Curr. Med. Chem. 2018, 25, 1002–1035. [CrossRef]

408. Wang, Z.; Ka, S.-O.; Lee, Y.; Park, B.-H.; Bae, E.J. Butein induction of HO-1 by p38 MAPK/Nrf2 pathway
in adipocytes attenuates high-fat diet induced adipose hypertrophy in mice. Eur. J. Pharmacol. 2017, 799,
201–210. [CrossRef]

409. Song, N.-J.; Choi, S.; Rajbhandari, P.; Chang, S.-H.; Kim, S.; Vergnes, L.; Kwon, S.-M.; Yoon, J.-H.; Lee, S.;
Ku, J.-M.; et al. Prdm4 induction by the small molecule butein promotes white adipose tissue browning.
Nat. Chem. Biol. 2016, 12, 479–481. [CrossRef]

410. Song, N.-J.; Chang, S.-H.; Kim, S.; Panic, V.; Jang, B.-H.; Yun, U.J.; Choi, J.H.; Li, Z.; Park, K.-M.; Yoon, J.-H.;
et al. PI3Ka-Akt1-mediated Prdm4 induction in adipose tissue increases energy expenditure, inhibits weight
gain, and improves insulin resistance in diet-induced obese mice. Cell Death Dis. 2018, 9, 876. [CrossRef]

411. Hemmeryckx, B.; Vranckx, C.; Bauters, D.; Lijnen, H.R.; Scroyen, I. Does butein affect adipogenesis? Adipocyte
2019, 8, 209–222. [CrossRef]

412. Zhu, H.; Wang, X.; Pan, H.; Dai, Y.; Li, N.; Wang, L.; Yang, H.; Gong, F. The Mechanism by Which
Safflower Yellow Decreases Body Fat Mass and Improves Insulin Sensitivity in HFD-Induced Obese Mice.
Front. Pharmacol. 2016, 7, 127. [CrossRef]

413. Del Rio, D.; Rodriguez-Mateos, A.; Spencer, J.P.E.; Tognolini, M.; Borges, G.; Crozier, A. Dietary (poly)phenolics
in human health: Structures, bioavailability, and evidence of protective effects against chronic diseases.
Antioxid. Redox Signal. 2013, 18, 1818–1892. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

414. Cory, H.; Passarelli, S.; Szeto, J.; Tamez, M.; Mattei, J. The Role of Polyphenols in Human Health and Food
Systems: A Mini-Review. Front. Nutr. 2018, 5, 1–9. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

415. Kim, Y.A.; Keogh, J.B.; Clifton, P.M. Polyphenols and glycémie control. Nutrients 2016, 8, 17. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

416. Schön, C.; Wacker, R.; Micka, A.; Steudle, J.; Lang, S.; Bonnländer, B. Bioavailability study of maqui berry
extract in healthy subjects. Nutrients 2018, 10, 1720. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

417. Monagas, M.; Urpi-Sarda, M.; Sánchez-Patán, F.; Llorach, R.; Garrido, I.; Gómez-Cordovés, C.;
Andres-Lacueva, C.; Bartolomé, B. Insights into the metabolism and microbial biotransformation of dietary
flavan-3-ols and the bioactivity of their metabolites. Food Funct. 2010, 1, 233–253. [CrossRef]

418. Cardona, F.; Andr??s-Lacueva, C.; Tulipani, S.; Tinahones, F.J.; Queipo-Ortu??o, M.I. Benefits of polyphenols
on gut microbiota and implications in human health. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2013, 24, 1415–1422. [CrossRef]

419. Mandalari, G.; Vardakou, M.; Faulks, R.; Bisignano, C.; Martorana, M.; Smeriglio, A.; Trombetta, D.
Food Matrix Effects of Polyphenol Bioaccessibility from Almond Skin during Simulated Human Digestion.
Nutrients 2016, 8, 568. [CrossRef]

420. Pineda-Vadillo, C.; Nau, F.; Dubiard, C.G.; Cheynier, V.; Meudec, E.; Sanz-Buenhombre, M.; Guadarrama, A.;
Tóth, T.; Csavajda, É.; Hingyi, H.; et al. In vitro digestion of dairy and egg products enriched with grape
extracts: Effect of the food matrix on polyphenol bioaccessibility and antioxidant activity. Food Res. Int. 2016,
88, 284–292. [CrossRef]

421. Dufour, C.; Loonis, M.; Delosière, M.; Buffière, C.; Hafnaoui, N.; Santé-Lhoutellier, V.; Rémond, D. The matrix
of fruit & vegetables modulates the gastrointestinal bioaccessibility of polyphenols and their impact on
dietary protein digestibility. Food Chem. 2018, 240, 314–322.

422. Wojtunik-Kulesza, K.; Oniszczuk, A.; Oniszczuk, T.; Combrzyński, M.; Nowakowska, D.; Matwijczuk, A.
Influence of In Vitro Digestion on Composition, Bioaccessibility and Antioxidant Activity of Food
Polyphenols-A Non-Systematic Review. Nutrients 2020, 12, 1401. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

423. Tarko, T.; Duda-Chodak, A. Influence of Food Matrix on the Bioaccessibility of Fruit Polyphenolic Compounds.
J. Agric. Food Chem. 2020, 68, 1315–1325. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

424. Rinaldi de Alvarenga, J.F.; Quifer-Rada, P.; Francetto Juliano, F.; Hurtado-Barroso, S.; Illan, M.; Torrado-Prat, X.;
Lamuela-Raventós, R.M. Using Extra Virgin Olive Oil to Cook Vegetables Enhances Polyphenol and
Carotenoid Extractability: A Study Applying the sofrito Technique. Molecules 2019, 24, 1555. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2018.07.168
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/0929867324666171107103114
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejphar.2017.02.021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nchembio.2081
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41419-018-0904-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21623945.2019.1617619
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2016.00127
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/ars.2012.4581
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22794138
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fnut.2018.00087
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30298133
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu8010017
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26742071
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu10111720
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30423989
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c0fo00132e
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jnutbio.2013.05.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu8090568
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodres.2016.01.029
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/nu12051401
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32414132
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jafc.9b07680
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31913632
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules24081555
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31010212


Nutrients 2020, 12, 2393 54 of 54

425. Beltrán Sanahuja, A.; De Pablo Gallego, S.L.; Maestre Pérez, S.E.; Valdés García, A.; Prats Moya, M.S. Influence
of Cooking and Ingredients on the Antioxidant Activity, Phenolic Content and Volatile Profile of Different
Variants of the Mediterranean Typical Tomato Sofrito. Antioxidants 2019, 8, 551. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

426. Rinaldi de Alvarenga, J.F.; Quifer-Rada, P.; Westrin, V.; Hurtado-Barroso, S.; Torrado-Prat, X.;
Lamuela-Raventós, R.M. Mediterranean sofrito home-cooking technique enhances polyphenol content
in tomato sauce. J. Sci. Food Agric. 2019, 99, 6535–6545. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

427. Bouayed, J.; Bohn, T. Exogenous antioxidants—Double-edged swords in cellular redox state: Health beneficial
effects at physiologic doses versus deleterious effects at high doses. Oxid. Med. Cell. Longev. 2010, 3, 228–237.
[CrossRef]

428. Liu, J.; Hao, W.; He, Z.; Kwek, E.; Zhao, Y.; Zhu, H.; Liang, N.; Ma, K.Y.; Lei, L.; He, W.-S.; et al. Beneficial
effects of tea water extracts on the body weight and gut microbiota in C57BL/6J mice fed with a high-fat diet.
Food Funct. 2019, 10, 2847–2860. [CrossRef]

429. Liu, J.; Yue, S.; Yang, Z.; Feng, W.; Meng, X.; Wang, A.; Peng, C.; Wang, C.; Yan, D. Oral hydroxysafflor yellow
A reduces obesity in mice by modulating the gut microbiota and serum metabolism. Pharmacol. Res. 2018,
134, 40–50. [CrossRef]

© 2020 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/antiox8110551
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31739458
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jsfa.9934
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31321777
http://dx.doi.org/10.4161/oxim.3.4.12858
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C8FO02051E
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phrs.2018.05.012
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Polyphenols and Metabolism 
	Anthocyanins 
	Anthocyanins Improve the Metabolic Hemostasis in Obesity: The Liver Response 
	Anthocyanins in Adipose Tissue: The Activation of BAT and the Browning of WAT 
	In the Central Nervous System (CNS) Anthocyanins Have Been Related to Neuroprotective Effects as Well as in Feeding Behavior 

	Flavanols 
	Flavanols Improve Hepatic Steatosis and Glucose/Lipid Metabolism in Obesity Models 
	Flavanols in Adipose Tissue: Less Adiposity and More Energy Expenditure: The Browning Effect 
	Flavanols Consumption Induces Energy Expenditure in Peripheral Organs through the Sympathetic Nervous System Activation 

	Flavanones 
	Flavanones-Dietary Supplementation Ameliorates the NAFLD in Humans 
	Flavanones Induce Browning in Adipose Tissue 
	Flavanones Are Neuroprotective against Several CNS Injuries 

	Flavonols 
	Flavonols Exert Beneficial Effects on Lipid Steatosis by Regulating Lipid Metabolism, Inflammation and Oxidative Stress 
	Flavonols Impact on WAT Where They Modulate Lipid Metabolism and Induce Browning 
	Flavonols: Neuroprotection in Neurodegenerative Diseases 

	Isoflavones 
	Isoflavones Reduced H Steatosis by Modulating Lipid Metabolism 
	Isoflavones Ameliorate the Weight Gain in Diet-Induced Obesity Models and Improve Lipid Metabolism in Adipose Tissue 
	Isoflavones Have Become Engaging Flavonoids in Neuronal Diseases due to Their Estrogenic-Like Structure and Its High Antioxidant Capacity 

	Flavones 
	Flavones Improved Liver Steatosis and Hepatic Inflammation 
	Flavones Improved the Adipose Tissue Inflammation and Reduced the Macrophages Infiltration as Well as Enhanced the Thermogenic Capacity 
	Flavones and Obesity in the CNS: No Clear Evidences 

	Chalcones 
	The Hepatoprotective Role of Chalcones 
	Chalcones in the Adipose Tissue, Upregulation of Adiponectin, Induction of Browning and Enhancement of Energy Expenditure 
	Chalcones in CNS: A Potential Neuroprotective Role 

	Concluding Remarks 
	References

