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The Editors-in-Chief would like to alert readers that con-
cerns have been raised regarding the data in this article
[1]. Specifically, there appear to be inconsistencies in the
western blot image backgrounds in Figs. 3a, 3 g and 4f.
Additional concerns have been raised by readers regard-
ing Fig. 2a, where repetitive cell patterns have been
observed. Furthermore, the article doesn’t provide suffi-
cient detail about ethics approval. Therefore, readers are
advised to interpret the results with caution.

None of the authors have responded to any corre-
spondence from the editor or publisher about this Edito-
rial Expression of Concern.
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The original article can be found online at https://doi.org/10.1186/513578-
017-0173-3.
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