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Reply to: Measuring longitudinal adherence to screening needs international standards mipdate ey

Dear Editor,

We would like to thank dr Braendle and dr Bulliard for their corre-
sponding letter on our paper on the influence of irregular screening on
the presence of advanced breast cancer. In this paper we found that
irregular screening increased the risk of advanced stage breast cancer at
diagnosis by 17% compared to regular screening, and that never at-
tenders had even an almost 6 fold increased risk compared to regular
attenders [1]. We fully agree with the comment that the time since last
mammography (TSLM) is another good indicator for the probability of
finding an advanced cancer in an irregular screened population.

We also agree that the probability of the presence of advanced breast
cancer is very dependent on the definition of irregularity. Repeated
participation (longitudinal adherence) is a key indicator of the potential
effectiveness of any cancer screening program [2]. However, the defi-
nition of longitudinal adherence, and how it can be calculated from the
available data of a given screening program, strongly influences the
outcomes on effectiveness as has also be pointed out by Doria-Rose et al.
[3] We therefore fully agree that a standardization of indicators for
adherence assessment is needed in order to compare benefits of regular
screening between different screening programs. This will allow us to
better inform women and policy makers on the possible risks of
non-participation in breast cancer screening.
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