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Purpose: The purpose of this integrative review was to synthesize previous research on perceptions of school health care among
school-aged children and adolescents with chronic diseases. Methods: This study was performed in accordance with Whittemore
and Knafl's stages of an integrative review (problem identification, literature search, data evaluation, data analysis, and
presentation of the results). Four databases (PubMed, CINAHL, Embase, and Web of Science) were used to retrieve relevant
articles. Results: Eighteen articles were included in this review. We identified five thematic categories: peer-related issues, a safe
school environment, self-perception of an existing disease, self-management, and a supportive school environment. Conclusion:
It is necessary to establish a school health care system with a supportive environment for children and adolescents with chronic

diseases.
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Table 1. Search Strategy

Subject Context
Key word : X R
Child* Experience* School Chronic disease
Synonyms child* or young experience* or school* or chronic condition* or chronic disease* or chronic ill* or
person* or teen* or perspective* or school-based or long-term condition* or asthma* or diabetes or
adolescent* or perception* or school nurse* or diabetic or epilepsy* or seizure or cystic fibrosis or
pediatric* or attitude® or feeling*  nurse teacher*or ~ bronchiectasis or congenital heart or congenital
paediatric* or or belief* or reality school health cardiac or inflammatory bowel or Crohn disease or
pupil* or kid* or or phenom* or view*  nursing* or peer*  ulcerative colitis or chronic kidney disease or
student* or understand* or muscular dystrophy or spina bifida or chronic pain or
barrier* or facilitate* cancer or malignant or leukemia or allergy or
or challenge* or allergies or allergic or atopic dermatitis or atopy or
determine* or arthritis or eczema or haematology* or hematology*
considerate* or need* or hemophilia* or haemophilia* or celiac or sickle
Inclusion * Articles written and published in English
criteria * Peer-reviewed published articles
* Articles analyzing the school health care experiences of school-aged children and adolescents with chronic disease
* In-press articles
Exclusion * Articles that did not include children/school-aged participants
criteria * Articles that did not analyze participants with chronic disease

* Articles that did not deal with health care experiences at school

* Articles involving hospitalized children, technically dependent children, or children with physical disabilities
* Master's theses and doctoral dissertations, letters to the editor, conference presentation papers

* Descriptive research, review research, and intervention research
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Records identified through four databases (n=2,656)
PubMed (n=1,212), CINAHL (n=421), Embase (n=577), WOS (n=446)

Duplicates removed

(n=697)

v

Title and abstract screened

Records excluded

N

(n=1,959)

(n=1,821)

Full text articles accessed

Removed following application of

for eligibility
(n=138)

Studies included in
integrative review

(n=18)

exclusion criteria (n=120)

Reasons (duplicated)
- Not a school-aged population (n=24)
- Not population with chronic disease (n=9)
- Not experiences in school (n=41)
- Not health care experiences (n=78)
- Inappropriate study design (n=28)

Figure 1. PRISMA flow diagram showing the search process.
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Table 3. The Themes of Perceptions Regarding School Health Care among Students with Chronic Disease

Themes

Subthemes

1. Peer-related issues

1.1. Positive perception

1.2. Negative perception
1.3. Coping with peer-related issues

2. Safe school environment

2.1. Safe and convenient environment for medication and testing

2.2. Emergency response procedure

2.3. Roles of the school nurse

2.4. Training for school professionals

2.5. Sharing of information and role delineation among school staff
2.6. Administrative support

3. Self-perception of an existing disease

3.1. Experiences of symptoms and complications

3.2. Negative emotion
3.3. Challenges of an existing disease

4. Self-management

4.1. Perceived significance of self-management

4.2. Challenges and facilitators for self-management
4.3. Conducting self-management

5. Supportive school environment

5.1. Support by teachers, peers, and health care providers

5.2. Discrimination on the basis of a medical condition

5.3. Privacy

5.4. Learning opportunities
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