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Spoons in the eye

Figure 1: Intraoperative anterior‑segment photograph of the 
right eye showing cavitation bubbles and nuclear fragmentation, 
resembling multiple spoons in the eye
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A 55‑year‑old healthy male presented with bilateral nuclear 
opalescence cataract and underwent sequential femtosecond 
laser‑assisted phacoemulsification in both the eyes. During the 
right eye femtosecond laser‑assisted nuclear fragmentation, 
cavitation bubbles along the nucleotomy were arranged in the 
form of spokes, resembling three spoons in the eye [Fig. 1].

The femtosecond laser produces a series of cavitation 
bubbles by rapid expansion of free electrons and ionized 
molecules produced by photodisruption. It helps to reduce 
the total ultrasonic energy used in phacoemulsification by 
decreasing collateral damage to tissues and producing nuclear 
fault lines for subsequent separation.[1‑3]
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