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TREATMENT OF CHOLERA WITH SULPHUROUS 

ACID. 

A. Hickman, m.d., l.r.c.p., Edin., 

Surgeon, Army Medical Department. 
Case. 

Gr. C.?a strong healthy man, aged 26, was attending 
hospital for three days for slight diarrhoea which was apparent- 
ly cured, but on the morning of the 7th instant, when we arrived 
in camp, he got a relapse, f jr which he was admitted. He 
seemed to begetting better, until about 5 o'clock P.M., when he 
commenced to vomit, and shortly after complained of cramps in 
his abdomen, and in about half an hour severe purging began. 
The stools were very profuse and watery at first, coloured by 
the previous intestinal contents, but soon became of the rice- 
water character. This continued until 10 o'clock p.m., when 
it ceased, during which period he had altogether nine motions. 
His condition was one of extreme collapse, face of a livid 

hue, skin bathed in cold sweats, extremities cold, pulse very 
weak and thready, 130 per minute. The temperature was not 

taken, as the bullock wagon carrying the cases met with an 
accident on the road. I saw him at 12 p.m., when all purging 
had ceased ; he was most restless, tossing about, and had an 

attack of vomiting again. 
Sth.?Brought him on in a doolie to next camp. He had a 

very bad night, no sleep, and was very weak. Had no motion 

during the night ; at 11 o'clock a.m. he passed a small quantity 
of urine. One motion at 4 o'clock p.m., which was quite liquid 
and of a greenish hue. 

Morning. Evening. 
Temperature ... 99 ... 98"4 
Pulse ... ... 70 ... 95 

gth.?Had him conveyed as before to next camp, had a good 
night, slept well, no motion during the day, passed urine freely. 
He is still very weak and depressed, has no appetite. Pulse 90. 
Temperature normal. 

10th.?Brought him on to next camp ; he passed urine freely, 
but had no stool. Pulse 90. 

Temperature normal. 
nth, 12th, 13th. Had a stool each morning, appetite re- 

turning. 
14th.?Discharged him to attend hospital, which he has done 

until the 18th instant, when he seemed quite recovered. 
Treatment.?He was isolated at once in a small tent to 

windward of camp, and a warm bath was ordered, during the 
interval a large mustard poultice was applied to his abdomen, 
and the following mixture given :?Tinct. opii. TT^xl, 
Acid, sulphurosi g|v, Aqua ad gjv> One ounce every hour. 

He was then put in the bath, to which mustard had been freely 
added, in which he was left for some time. He was taken out, 
rolled in blankets, and constant rubbing kept up for over half an 
hour, until the skin commenced to act freely, which, however, 
only lasted a short time. After the third dose of the above-pre- 
scription, he was in such a state of collapse that I withdrew the 
opium and gave him the sulphurous acid in drachm doses every 
half hour, which was continued until 11 o'clock p.m. During the 
entire period sulphur was kept constantly burning in the tent ; 

for two reasons, one that he might inhale the sulphurous acid in 
the gaseous state, the other as a disinfectant. On the 1 Sth in^ 
stant arid following days, he took the sulphurous acid in 

combination with opium thrice a day. During the first 24 hours 
he got a bottle of champagne and six ounces of brandy. His diet 
for the first four days consisted of milk and eggs, which were 
gradually withdrawn. 
Remarks.?How sulphurous acid acts on the "cholera 

poison," is a matter of conjecture, and will remain so until the 
so-called poison is discovered. Garrod states that it has 
a destructive influence on vegetable life. This may account for 
its efficacy. This is the second case I have seen recover 
under this form of treatment ; one was a very severe case under 
the care of SurgeomMajor Wills, c.b., the other the above- 
mentioned. I trust some of your readers will favour us with 
their experience in this matter. 


