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The Office of Research Integrity (ORI) within the United States Department of Health and

Human Services has completed an investigation involving this article [1] and concluded there

was evidence of misconduct involving Figure 1B. As detailed in the ORI report [2], the image

was used in grant application figures and two other publications [3,4], in which the same data

was reported as representing different experiments.

In addition, concerns have been raised about other figures in the PLOS ONE article:

• There were vertical lines and background differences in Figure 4A suggestive of splicing

around the Antp and CG2316 bands of dSETDB1.

• Analysis of color adjusted images revealed vertical lines suggestive of splicing in Figure 5D

(pspGI for PDE, between lanes 1/2, 2/3, 3/4) and Figure 6C (5mc, after lane 2)

• Similarities were noted between Figure 4A (“S2 cell” and “Control” bands of CG2316, lanes

1, 2) and Figure 6C (“+mock RNAi” and “+Dnmt2-RNAi” of Su(var)205; lanes 2, 3)

• Similarities were noted between Figure 4A (CG2316 panel, lanes 4, 5) and Figure 6C((me3)

H3-K9, lanes 6, 5)

FS asserted that the wrong image was used in error for Figure 1B in the PLOS ONE publica-

tion. The authors did not respond to the journal’s queries about the concerns raised regarding

the other images, or our requests for the raw data underlying the figures in question.

In light of the above concerns about the integrity of the published data, the PLOS ONE Edi-

tors retract this article.

EK, FMB agree with the retraction. DG, MR, SS, HEB, PT, FS could not be reached.
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