
XL Cafe of Apoplexy in a pregnant Woman ; with 
Objervatlons. By Mr. Philip Williams, Sur- 
geon at Rugby in fVarwickJbire. Communicated 

in a Letter to John Clarke, M. D. Teacher 

of Midivifery in London; and by him to Df; 

Simmons. 

TFffi following cafe, 
which i offer to you, 

appears to me to deferve attention, not 

only from the remarkable fituation of the chil- 
dren, but alfo from the circumftances attending 

tne 
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?he death of the patient. I fhall firft take no- 

tice of the latter, and then proceed to make iome 
few remarks on the former. 

A womah, about forty years of age, who was 
the mother of feveral children, had advanced 
to the laft month of her pregnancy without 

any thing remarkable having occurred. One 

day, when (lie was ivi apparent good health, 
and going about her ufual occupations, upon 
a flight exertion flle fuddenly Complained of 
a violent pain in her head, and had fcarcely 
time to reach a chair, into which (he funk, and 
never llirred nor fpoke afterwards. 
On my coming to her, and finding her quite 

dead, I introduced my finger into the vagina, 
dnd found the os uteri dilated to the fize of & 

crown piece; but was prevented, by the huf- 
band's coming, (who would notfuffer any thing 
to be done) from afcertaining what part pre- 
fented. 

Dr. Barllie and Mr. Cruiklhank afterwards 

examined, with me, the body at their differ- 

ing room. On opening the head coagulated 
blood was found in all the ventricles, and fomfc 
had penetrated the very fubftance of the right 
6ptic nerve. 
From the quantity of blood, (for there was 
Vol. V* H between 
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between two and three ounces) and from the 
fituation in which it was found, we need not 
wonder at the fudden death of the patient. Btit 

it deferves attention to enquire how far we ftiall 
be able to trace the caufe of the extravafation. 

The woman was by no means of a plethoric 
habit; neither was Ihe, at the time of her 

feizure, ufing any violent exertion. 

Might not a difpofition to labour having come 
on, from the connexion known to exift between 

the brain and the uterus, produce a greater 
determination of blood to the brain than its 

veffels were capable of bearing, and hence oc- 
cafion the rupture ? That there had been an 

affedtion of the uterus,. appears very probable 
from the date in which the os uteri was found. 

The prefentation has, I believe, never been 
before delineated. Both children, as will be 

feen by the plate *, prefent preternaturally ; one 
with the breech, the other with the foot. 
It may become a queftion whether any difficulty 

would have occurred in the delivery ? And 

alfo which of thefe children would have been 

born firft had labour come on ? It is moft pro- 

* See Plate II. in which the letters a, a, refer to the 

parietes of the abdomen, and b to the fundus uteri with the 

placenta adhering. 
2 bable 
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bable that the woman would have been delU 

vercd without any thing unufual occurring or 

having been known of the fituation in which 

the children had lain in the womb. Had 

the labour been fuffered to proceed of its own 
accord, I think that the one whofe breech now 

prefents would have been born fir ft. For though 
the child, whofe foot prefents, (and which is 

under the breech of the other) has its head 

neareft to the fundus of the uterus, and confe- 

quently when the uterus came into adtion, the 
longitudinal fibres would have adted moft com- 

pletely upon it; yet from the circular form in 

which it lies, its head, inftead of acting upon its 
own body, would probably have adted upon the 
head of the other child whofe breech prefents, 
and forcing it down, might either itfelf have 

gradually gone round, and, before the firft child 
had been born, making a complete, evolution, 
have been born head firft; or it mighf have re- 
mained with its head where it now is, and after 
the birth of the other child have come with its 

feet firft. 

One of the above circumftances, I think, would 
have happened had Nature been left to herfelf; 
but had the woman been attended in labour 

H 2r by 
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by one who was impatient of delay, it is moft 

probable that when the foot was found pre- 

fenting, that child would have been brought firfty 
in which cafe I do not think that any difficulty 
would have occurred in the delivery of the other. 

Query. Might not the labour mentioned in the 

thirty-eighth chapter of Genefis, v. 28, 29, and 

30, have been limilar to the cafe which I have re- 

lated ; and that though the hand of one of the 
children was loweft at the beginning of labour, 
^et as the moft bulky part of the other child was 
below the body of this child, the hand receded., 
and the other child came firlt into the world ? 


