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Dear Editor:
We would like to comment on ‘‘Integration of Spe-

cialist Palliative Care in Tertiary Hospitals: A Multicen-
ter Point Prevalence Survey from Thailand.’’1

Pairojkul et al. noted that ‘‘The prevalence of hos-
pitalized palliative care patients in Thailand is com-
parable with that in developed countries; however,
accessibility remains a significant gap, as specialist pal-
liative care is associated with the quality of palliative
care service.’’ The authors noted that data came from
tertiary care centers in different regions of a develop-
ing country and included data from several provincial
and district hospitals. In Thailand, district hospitals
are considered primary care centers and provincial
hospitals are secondary centers. We worry that the
nonhomogeneous sources of data might affect overall
features of reported incidence.

In addition, the ‘‘Supportive and Palliative Care Indi-
cators Tool (SPICT(TM)) version 2017’’ was employed.
The reliability of the tool, however, is not clear for a
non-English-speaking sample. We would encourage

data verification on a modified tool when translated
into another language.2

Authors’ Contributions
R.M. and V.W. contributed substantially to study
conception and design, acquisition of data, analysis
and interpretation of data, drafting the article or revising
it critically for important intellectual content, and final
approval of the version of the article to be published.

References
1. Pairojkul S, Thongkhamcharoen R, Raksasataya A, et al.: Integration

of specialist palliative care into Tertiary Hospitals: A Multicenter
Point Prevalence Survey from Thailand. Palliat Med Rep 2021;2:272–279.

2. Afshar K, Wiese B, Schneider N, Müller-Mundt G: Systematic identification
of critically ill and dying patients in primary care using the German version
of the Supportive and Palliative Care Indicators Tool (SPICT-DE). Ger
Med Sci 2020;18:Doc02.

Cite this article as: Mungmunpuntipati R and Wiwanitkit V (2022)
Response to Pairojkul et al. Integration of specialist palliative care into
tertiary hospitals: A multicenter point prevalence survey from Thai-
land (DOI: 10.1089/pmr.2021.0003), Palliative Medicine Reports 3:1,
16, DOI: 10.1089/pmr.2022.0001.

1Private Academic Consultant, Bangkok Thailand.
2Honorary Professor, Dr DY Patil University, Pune, India.

*Address correspondence to: Rujittika Mungmunpuntipatip, PhD, Private Academic Consultant, 26 Bangkok 111, Bangkok 1011020, Thailand, E-mail: rujittika@gmail.com

ª Rujittika Mungmunpuntipatip and Viroj Wiwanitkit, 2022; Published by Mary Ann Liebert, Inc. This Open Access article is distributed under the terms
of the Creative Commons License [CC-BY] (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction
in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

Palliative Medicine Reports
Volume 3.1, 2022
DOI: 10.1089/pmr.2022.0001
Accepted January 14, 2022

16


