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Abstract
Purpose: To retrospectively analyze the incidence and predictors of complications related to hookwire localization in patients

with single and multiple nodules, and to evaluate the usefulness of a single-stage surgical method of single hookwire localization

combined with video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS) in synchronous multiple pulmonary nodules (SMPNs). Methods: A
total of 200 patients who underwent computed tomography (CT)-guided hookwire localization and subsequent VATS resection

were enrolled in this study. For each patient, only 1 indeterminate nodule was implanted with a hookwire. There were 145

patients in the single-nodule group (Group S) and 55 in the multiple-nodule group (Group M). Univariate and binary logistic

regression analyses were used to assess incidence and predictors of complications associated with hookwire localization.

Results: The technical success rate of hookwire implantation was 97.5%. The incidence of pneumothorax and hookwire dis-

lodgement was 17.0% and 2.5%, respectively. Binary logistic regression analysis showed that 1 transpleural puncture through

the pleura (odds ratio [OR]= 0.433, P= .033) was the only independent protective factor for pneumothorax, and pneumothorax

(OR= 26.114, P< .01) was the only independent risk factor for dislodgement. The volume of blood loss during VATS was signifi-

cantly higher in group M than in group S, and the time of postoperative hospitalization was significantly longer in group M than in

group S. About 44 patients in group M with additional 58 nodules without localization had undergone direct surgical resection

simultaneously, and bilateral surgery was performed in 13 patients (29.5%). The intrathoracic recurrence rate was 4.8% during

follow-up CT. Conclusion: Single-stage surgery via an approach of single hookwire localization combined with VATS is feasible

and safe for SMPNs.
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Introduction
With the increasing awareness of health checkups and the wide
use of low-dose computed tomography (CT) in lung cancer
screening increase, a growing number of pulmonary nodules
are incidentally detected, of which some are solitary or synchro-
nous multiple pulmonary nodules (SMPNs).1 One study on the
follow-up of pure ground-glass nodules (pGGNs) <6 mm in
size found that ∼10% would grow, and ∼1% eventually devel-
oped into adenocarcinoma over years.2

Multiple primary lung cancers (MPLCs) account for 3.7% to
8.0% of all lung cancer patients.3 Patients with multiple ground-
glass nodules on CT images should be staged as having MPLCs
rather than intrapulmonary metastases.4 The treatment strategy
for multiple nodules can be follow-up, lung biopsy, or surgery.
The 2017 Fleischner guidelines suggest that multiple pGGNs
<6 mm in size are mostly benign, but for high-risk patients,
follow-up observations should be performed for at least 2 to 4
years.5 However, long-term follow-up leads to increased
mental stress in patients due to the fear of metastasis.
Although lung biopsy is minimally invasive, the false-negative
rate for lung nodules smaller than 10 mm in size is still high.6

Therefore, surgical resection may be a superior option for
patients with high-risk nodules.

Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS) wedge resec-
tion of target lesions can achieve the goal of diagnosis and treat-
ment simultaneously, which is a minimally invasive method
compared to traditional thoracotomy. Nevertheless, the diffi-
culty of palpating the target nodule accurately during surgery
has limited the application of VATS in small pulmonary
nodules and deeper lesions.7 To overcome this issue, a
variety of preoperative or intraoperative positioning methods
have been developed in recent years.8 Hookwire localization
is the most common preoperative placement method and was
first proposed in 1992.9 However, a recent retrospective analy-
sis showed that prospective localization utilizing a hookwire
was associated with a higher risk of complications than the
use of lipiodol and microcoils, among which air embolism
could be a fatal serious complication.8 Recently, several
studies have reported the use of CT-guided hookwire or micro-
coil for preoperative localization of SMPNs, which showed a
good success rate, but had various complication rate, including
pneumothorax and pulmonary hemorrhage.10–17

Therefore, the aim of this study was to retrospectively
analyze the incidence and predictors of complications related
to hookwire localization both in patients with single and multi-
ple nodules, as well as to evaluate the usefulness of a single-

stage surgical method of single hookwire localization combined
with VATS in SMPNs.

Methods

Patients
This study was approved by the committee on ethics of
Medicine, Naval Medical University (Second Military
Medical University), and informed consent was waived due
to its retrospective nature.

FromDecember 2014 to December 2020, data from consecu-
tive patients with CT-guided hookwire localization and subse-
quent VATS resection for lung nodules at our hospital were
retrospectively collected. The decision to request CT-guided
hookwire localization was based on themultidisciplinary discus-
sion between surgeons and radiologists. For patients with multi-
ple nodules, only 1 indeterminate nodule that was most unlikely
to be palpated during VATS was implanted with a hookwire.

The criteria for hookwire localization included a pulmonary
nodule with morphology and/or interval changes suspicious for
malignancy, a nodule with the largest diameter <20 mm, the
nearest distance to the visceral pleural surface <40 mm, and
the number of lung nodules <5. Patients who had a known
history of extrathoracic tumors were excluded. Demographic
information such as the gender and age of patients, the
number of preoperative CT examinations, and observation
time were recorded.

CT-Guided Hookwire Localization
The procedure was performed under CT guidance by 2 inter-
ventional radiologists, both of whom had more than 5 years
of experience, using a 20-gauge hookwire (Pajunk,
Medizintechnologie) with a length of 100 mm. CT scans were
taken by a 16-row multidetector CT scanner (uCT 510,
United Imaging Healthcare) or a 128-row multidetector CT
scanner (Brilliance Intellispace iCT, Philips Healthcare). The
parameters of the tube voltage, tube current, and section thick-
ness were 120 kV, 150 to 300 mAs, and 3 mm, respectively.
The procedure was as follows:

1. The patient laid on the board and then CT scans cover-
ing the area where the target nodule could be seen were
performed.

2. The positioning grid was placed above the insertion
region of interest.
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3. The needle insertion pathway was designed according to
the CT image, and the needle insertion point was indi-
cated on the patient’s skin by the use of a grid and a
gantry laser light.

4. After sterilization of the puncture area and local anesthe-
sia, a coaxial needle was inserted and advanced near the
lesion within 10 mm under the guidance of the CT
image.

5. A subsequent CT scan was taken to confirm the position
of the needle, and adjustment might be needed if the
position was not suitable.

6. The hookwire was ejected, and the needle was with-
drawn gradually.

7. CT examination was performed to evaluate whether
pneumothorax or pulmonary parenchyma hemorrhage
ultimately occurred. After placement, the patients were
sent to the operating room for VATS within an hour.

Video-Assisted Thoracoscopic Surgery
The surgery was performed under double-lumen tracheal intuba-
tion and single-lung ventilation with general anesthesia. The
patient was placed in the lateral position depending on the loca-
tion of the nodule. Thoracoscopy was used to confirm the place-
ment of the guidewire in the pleural cavity, and then wedge
resection was performed with a stapler (60 mm, Echelon,
Johnson) to remove the hookwire and the nodule.
Intraoperative frozen section examination was performed for
each patient. If the pathological result revealed primary lung
invasive adenocarcinoma, lobectomy and dissection of the sys-
temic lymph nodes were performed. For the remaining SMPNs
that were not localized, wedge resection, segmentectomy, or
lobectomywas conducteddependingonboth the surgeons’ expe-
rience and the results of the intraoperative frozen specimen.

Data Collection
Two radiologists with more than 10 years of experience reviewed
all thepreoperativeCT images.The location andsizeof each local-
ized nodule, the nearest distance to the visceral pleura, position
during localization, the number of pleural punctures, the duration
for localization procedure, and the localization-related complica-
tions were recorded. The size of the lesion was defined as the
maximum diameter measured on the CT image. The nodules
were divided into pGGNs, subsolid nodules, and solid nodules
according to density. The type of resection, volume of intraopera-
tiveblood loss, and24 hpostoperativedrainage, andpostoperative
hospitalizationwereobtained fromthepatients’electronicmedical
records. The pathological results of all surgically removed pulmo-
nary noduleswere noted. Benign tumors, inflammation, and gran-
ulomas were classified as benign lesions.

Statistical Analysis
Statistical analysis was carried out using SPSS (version 18.0,
SPSS Inc.). Quantitative variables were expressed as medians

(range), and categorical variables were expressed as counts
and proportions. To compare the differences in clinical charac-
teristics and imaging features between the single-nodule and
multiple-nodule groups, the Chi-square test was used for cate-
gorical variables, and the Mann–Whitney test was used for con-
tinuous variables. Variables with P< .10 in univariate analysis
were selected for binary logistic regression analysis to deter-
mine the independent predictors of surgery-related complica-
tions. Odds ratios (ORs) and 95% confidence intervals (CIs)
were calculated. The difference was considered statistically sig-
nificant when the P value was <.05.

Results

Characteristics of the Patients and Nodules
The patient cohort is shown in Figure 1. All of 203 patients had
undergone hookwire localization, 3 patients with primary
extrapulmonary tumors were excluded, and a total of 200
patients were enrolled in this study. These 200 patients were
divided into 2 groups based on the number of lung nodules pre-
operatively. There were 145 patients in the single-nodule group
(group S) and 55 in the multiple-nodule group (group M). In
group M, only 1 indeterminate nodule was localized in each
patient.

The characteristics of the patients and nodules are shown in
Table 1. There were no significant differences in the baseline
data except the number of preoperative CT examinations in the
2 groups. In group M, 76.4% of the patients had undergone at
least 2 preoperative CT examinations, which was significantly
more than the number in groupS.Of the 200 localized pulmonary
nodules, 93 (46.5%) nodules were located in the left lung
(Figure 2), while 107 (53.5%) were located in the right lung
(Figure 3). About 127 (63.5%) nodules were <10 mm far from
visceral pleura, 57 (28.5%) nodules were between 11 and
20 mm, while 16 (8.0%) nodules were between 21 and 35 mm,
respectively. All of 200 nodules were successfully placed with
a hookwire under the guidance of CT.

Success Rate of Hookwire Localization
The technical success rate of hookwire implantation was 97.5%
(195/200). There were 5 (2.5%) hookwire dislodgements before
VATS surgery, with the distal tip of the hookwire in the pleural
cavity (Figure 2b). The nearest distance from these 5 nodules to
visceral pleura ranged from 0 to 8 mm, and pneumothorax
occurred in 4 cases after hookwire localization. All of them
were successfully resected eventually by the surgeons accord-
ing to the focal bleeding spot on the visceral pleural surface
and the nodule location on CT images. All margins of the speci-
mens were negative. None of the patients had to undergo con-
version to thoracotomy during the procedure.
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Complications
Binary logistic regression analyses showed that 1 puncture
through the pleura was the only independent protective factor
for pneumothorax, with OR was 0.433 (95% CI: 0.210-0.938),
and the P value was .033, respectively. Pneumothorax was the
only independent risk factor for dislodgement, with OR was
26.114 (95% CI: 2.264-301.148), P value <.01, respectively.
Pneumothorax occurred in 4 of 5 patients with hookwire dis-
lodgement. No independent risk factors were found for pulmo-
nary hematoma.

Surgical Characteristics and Pathological Results
The surgical characteristics and pathological results are shown
in Table 2. The volume of blood loss during VATS was sig-
nificantly higher in group M than in group S, and the time
of postoperative hospitalization was significantly longer in
group M than in group S. Two patients were treated with
blood transfusion after VATS. All 200 patients were dis-
charged from the hospital without perioperative mortality.
There were no significant differences in the type of resection,
pathological results, or 24 h postoperative drainage volumes
between the 2 groups.

Single-Stage Surgery
In group M, 11 patients only underwent VATS excision of the
localized nodule, and the other 44 patients underwent single-

stage VATS to remove all the target nodules simultaneously.
Of the 44 patients, wedge resection combined with wedge
resection was performed in 12 patients, wedge resection com-
bined with segmentectomy (Figure 3) in 8 patients, wedge
resection combined with lobectomy in 21 patients, segmentec-
tomy combined with segmentectomy in 2 patients, and segmen-
tectomy combined with lobectomy in 1 patient. Unilateral
pulmonary nodule resection was performed in 31 patients
(70.5%), and single-stage bilateral surgery was performed in
13 patients (29.5%) without bilateral lobectomy. Only 1
patient who underwent bilateral single-stage surgery via
wedge resection and lobectomy experienced massive bleeding
during VATS but was subsequently given blood transfusion
treatment and was discharged in a stable condition 3 days
later. Among the 44 patients who underwent VATS resection
of all multiple nodules, 44 localized nodules and 58 nonlocal-
ized nodules were found before surgery. There was no signifi-
cant difference in the nodule location or pathological type
between the localized and nonlocalized nodules, as shown in
Table 3. Nonmalignant types included benign lesions and atyp-
ical adenomatous hyperplasia.

Follow-up
Follow-up CT was performed in 84 patients with malignancy,
with the median time interval was 7 (range 1-62) months.
Recurrence occurred in 1 patient in group S and 3 in group M
with minimally invasive adenocarcinoma (MIA) or invasive

Figure 1. The patients cohort of this study.
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adenocarcinoma. The time from surgery to recurrence was 4 to
33 months.

Discussion
In this study, the overall technical success rate of hookwire
localization before VATS was 97.5%. We found that 1 puncture
through the visceral pleura was an independent protective factor
for pneumothorax, while pneumothorax was an independent
risk factor for dislodgement. There were significant differences
in the volume of blood loss during the operation and the post-
operative hospital stay between group M and group S. The
approach utilizing a combination of hookwire localization and

VATS was feasible for single-stage resection of SMPNs with
few serious complications. The postoperative recurrence rate
was ∼4.8%.

Several methods have been used to preoperative localization
of pulmonary nodules, such as hookwire, microcoil, methylene
blue, and so on. All of them yielded similarly and highly tech-
nical success rates, while microcoil localization had the lowest
complication rate.8 However, the microcoil was vulnerable to
curl and retracted once ejected from out of the puncture
needle, which might resulted in target failure.16 The diffusion
of methylene blue after injection leads to inaccurate localization
and excessive resection.18

The success rate of hookwire localization in our study was
consistent with that of previous studies.8 Preoperative localiza-
tion is mainly used for subcentimeter or ground-glass nodules
that may be hard to palpate during VATS. The median size of
the localized nodules in this study was 8 mm, and 86.0%
were subsolid nodules. Preoperative localization of these
nodules is helpful for the accurate and rapid localization of
the target lesion.

This study showed that the incidence of pneumothorax was
17.0%, which is higher than the 7.8% reported by Fan et al19 but
lower than the 22.0% reported by Kadeer et al.14 We found that
puncturing the visceral pleura once was a protective factor for
pneumothorax. Similarly, Yao et al20 assumed that a single
pleural puncture was associated with a decreased pneumothorax
rate, and Iguchi et al21 showed that the transfissural pathway
and a long localization time were independent predictors of
pneumothorax. Despite the high incidence of localization-
related pneumothorax, only up to 4.6% of patients need treat-
ment for chest tube drainage.10

The mean pulmonary hemorrhage rate associated with hook-
wire localization in this study was 32.5%, which was compara-
ble with the 27%22 but higher than the 16%8 reported
previously. Because the patients were mostly asymptomatic
and were sent to the operating room for subsequent VATS
within 1 h after the completion of hookwire localization, no
chest tube drainage was required before VATS.

According to a meta-analysis of 46 clinical studies, the suc-
cessful targeting rates for hookwire, microcoil, and lipiodol local-
ization were similarly high.8 In the present study, 2.5% of cases
of hookwire dislodgement occurred, which was comparable with
previous studies (0.4%-2.4%).23–27 However, Xu et al28 reported
that the rate of pleural marking failure was up to 10.0% (28/279)
in microcoil localization due to small needle-pleura angle, pleura-
microcoil distance, and the presence of pleural indentation.
Another study yielded a 2.4% (8/331) technical failure rate in
microcoil localization, which was similar to the incidence of
hookwire dislodgement in this study.15 In cases of dislodgement,
surgeons can determine the area of resection according to the
puncture bleeding point of the visceral pleura and the distance
from the lesion to the surface of the pleura shown on CT
images to achieve the goal of complete excision of the target
nodule. Rare complications, such as air embolism and migration
of a hookwire into the splenic artery, have been reported,25,26,29,30

but similar serious complications were not observed in this study.

Table 1. Characteristic of Patients and Nodules Requiring
Localization.

Variables

All
patients
(n= 200)

Group S
(n= 145)

Group M
(n= 55) P

Age, (year) 51.39±
11.61

50.49±
12.09

53.76±
9.92

.075

Gender .166
Men 79(39.5) 53(36.6) 26(47.3)
Women 121(60.5) 92(63.4) 29(52.7)

Preoperative CT
examinations >1

130(65.0) 88(60.7) 42(76.4) .038

Preoperative
observation time
(month)

4(0-72) 3(0-72) 8(0-60) .084

Nodule location .148
Right upper lobe 79(39.5) 57(39.3) 22(40.0)
Right middle lobe 5(2.5) 2(1.4) 3(5.5)
Right lower lobe 23(11.5) 13(9.0) 10(18.2)
Left upper lobe 64(32.0) 50(34.5) 14(25.5)
Left lower lobe 29(14.5) 23(15.9) 6(10.9)

Nodule size (mm) 8(3-19) 8(3-19) 7(3-16) .062
Nearest distance to the
visceral pleura (mm)

9(0-35) 9(0-32) 8(0-35) .848

Nodule subtype .454
pGGN 43(21.5) 30(20.7) 13(23.6)
Subsolid 129(64.5) 97(66.9) 32(58.2)
Solid 28(14.0) 18(12.4) 10(18.2)

Position .468
Supine position 156(78.0) 115(79.3) 41(74.5)
Prone position 44(22.0) 30(20.7) 14(25.5)

Number of pleural
punctures

.116

1 132(66.0) 91(62.8) 41(74.5)
≥2 68(34.0) 54(37.2) 14(25.5)

Duration for localization
procedure (min)

13(7-36) 13(7-36) 13(9-26) .573

Localization-related
complications
Asymptomatic
pneumothorax

34(17.0) 24(16.6) 10(18.2) .784

Pulmonary hematoma 65(32.5) 48(33.1) 17(30.9) .767
Dislodgement 5(2.5) 2(1.4) 3(5.5) .254

Data are presented as median (range) or number (proportion).
Abbreviations: pGGN, pure ground glass nodule; CT, computed tomography;
Group S, single-nodule group; Group M, multiple-nodule group.
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Figure 2. A 48-year-old female with a solitary 5 mm nodule in the left upper lobe was performed thoracoscopic wedge resection, and the
pathological diagnosis is focal hyaline degeneration with peripheral fibrosis. (a) Computed tomography (CT) shows the lesion (arrow) in the left
upper lobe. (b) CT shows tiny pneumothorax (arrowhead) after hookwire localization surgery, and (c) the positioning hookwire (curved arrow)
was too shallow.

Figure 3. A 37-year-old female with 2 nodules in the right lung. The patient underwent a right upper wedge resection and a right lower
segmentectomy synchronously, and the pathological diagnosis was adenocarcinoma in situ and invasive adenocarcinoma, respectively. (a)
Computed tomography (CT) shows a 5 mm subsolid nodule (straight arrow) in the right upper lobe. (b) puncture needle (arrowhead) was inserted
into the lung and placed near the lesion in the right upper lobe. (c) CT shows the other 13 mm subsolid nodule (curved arrow) in the right lower
lobe.
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Previous study had reported that simultaneous hookwire
localization of each nodule in multiple nodules might increase
the complication rate and prolong the duration of the procedure
compared to single-nodule positioning.10 The risk of pneumo-
thorax in patients who experienced multiple localizations is
higher.26 The reason might be that multiple localizations simul-
taneously doubled the damage to the pleura and pulmonary
parenchyma, and the duration of the localization procedure
was also significantly extended which ultimately may have
increased adverse events.10 In addition, if pneumothorax
occurs after the first localization of multiple nodules, the
second ipsilateral pulmonary nodule position can become
more difficult for the positioning needle is too soft to penetrate
the lung parenchyma.14

Therefore, regarding the multiple nodules in this study, only
1 nodule of indeterminate nature, which might be difficult to
palpate during surgery in group M, was selected for preopera-
tive hookwire localization. The remaining nodules with
obvious malignant signs on CT were directly removed by
lobectomy or segmentectomy during a single-stage surgery.
The overall hookwire localization time in our study was
13 min, which was shorter than the 14 to 28 min reported by
other studies.26,27,31 Compared with patients in group S,

patients in group M underwent more preoperative CT examina-
tions, indicating that multiple nodules need to be observed more
closely for observing changes. The differences of the volume of
blood loss during VATS and the postoperative hospital stay
between the 2 groups were statistically significant, while the
hookwire localization related complications were not statisti-
cally significant. These results indicate that it is safe to
perform single hookwire localization in SMPNs without
increasing localization-related complications. Second, the
increased volume of intraoperative blood loss might be associ-
ated with the direct removal of the remaining nodules in most
patients in group M. The length of hospitalization was only
extended by 1 day, which was acceptable for patients in
group M because almost all the suspicious nodules were
removed during single-stage surgery. The length of hospital
stay would have been longer and would have cost more if a two-
stage approach had been performed.

Currently, there is no optimal treatment for bilateral multiple
pulmonary nodules.32-34 Single-stage surgery for bilateral lung
nodules can be risky.11 Whether patients with SMPNs should
undergo single-stage or two-stage surgeries remains controver-
sial. Iguchi et al10 pointed that simultaneous positioning of
bilateral lung nodules may cause fatal pneumothorax. In con-
trast, Yao et al11 and Teng et al13 reported 29 cases and 8
cases of bilateral single-stage VATS surgery, respectively.
Their findings revealed that single-stage VATS could reduce
the time of hospitalization compared with a two-stage approach,
and a combination of single-stage coil implantation and the
VATS method can be safe and effective in patents with bilateral
SMPNs. But single-stage bilateral lobectomy is not recom-
mended because of the possibility of fatal complication requir-
ing artificial ventilation.11 In this study, 13 patients had
undergone single-stage bilateral surgery, 1 of whom had
massive blood loss and was discharged after treatment. None
of bilateral lobectomy was seen in the 13 patients, which
might indicate that single-stage bilateral surgery without bilat-
eral lobectomy was safe in patients with bilateral SMPNs.

Table 2. Surgical Characteristics and Pathological Results of Localized Nodules.

Variables All patients (n= 200) Group S (n= 145) Group M (n= 55) P

Type of resection .282
Wedge resection 152(76.0) 106(73.1) 46(83.6)
Segmentectomy 24(12.0) 19(13.1) 5(9.1)
Lobectomy 24(12.0) 20(13.8) 4(7.3)

Pathological results .254
Benign lesions 22(11.0) 17(11.7) 5(9.1)
AAH 24(12.0) 15(10.3) 9(16.4)
AIS 82(41.0) 65(44.8) 17(30.9)
MIA or IAC 66(33.0) 45(31.0) 21(38.2)
Metastases 6(3.0) 3(2.1) 3(5.5)

Intraoperative blood loss (mL) 20(5-600) 20(5-500) 50(5-600) .014
24 h postoperative drainage (mL) 100(0-1000) 90(0-1000) 110(10-420) .119
Postoperative hospitalization time (day) 4(1-11) 3(1-11) 4(2-11) .008

Data are presented as median (range) or number (proportion).
AAH, atypical adenomatous hyperplasia; AIS, adenocarcinoma in situ; MIA, minimally invasive adenocarcinoma; IAC, invasive adenocarcinoma.

Table 3. Characteristics of 44 Patients Undergoing Single-Stage
Additional Nodule Resection.

Variables
Localized nodule

(n= 44)
Unlocalized nodule

(n= 58) P

Location .356
Right lung 29(65.9) 33(56.9)
Left lung 15(34.1) 25(43.1)

Pathological type .572
Nonmalignant 12(27.3) 13(22.4)
Malignant 32(72.7) 45(77.6)

Data are presented as number (proportion).
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Previous research has shown that lung wedge resection is
effective for diagnosis and treatment in patients with MIA,35

and sublobar resection is equal to lobectomy for early stage
(1a) lung cancer in terms of solid nodules.36 In our study, 41
of the 44 patients who underwent a single-stage surgery to
resect multiple nodules underwent wedge resection combined
with other types of resection, which can maximize the retention
of normal lung tissue in patients.

Our study observed an intrathoracic recurrence rate of 4.8%
(4/84) during follow-up, which was consistent with the 0% to
22% reported in the literature.11,13,37 Tumor recurrence may
be related to various factors. Rodrigues et al37 found that a dis-
tance from the pleura to the nodule of >10 mm was an indepen-
dent predictor of tumor recurrence. Compared with lobectomy,
sublobar resection may result in a positive surgical margin and a
higher recurrence.38,39

The limitations of this study include the retrospective and
single-center design. No patients with SMPNs had undergone
simultaneous multiple hookwire localization in our center, so
a comparison of multicenter studies may need to be conducted
as a next step. Furthermore, nodules >40 mm from the pleura
were excluded, which may have resulted in the underestimation
of complications such as pneumothorax and pulmonary hemor-
rhage. In addition, long-term follow-up is still needed.

In conclusion, single-stage surgery via an approach of single
hookwire localization combined with VATS is feasible and safe
for SMPNs.

Main Points

• The technical success rate of hookwire implantation was
extremely high.

• One transpleural puncture was a significant independent
protective factor for pneumothorax associated with preop-
erative hookwire localization, while pneumothorax was a
significant independent risk factor for dislodgement.

• The approach of single hookwire localization combined
with VATS is feasible and safe for SMPNs.
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