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Abstract
Background: Patients with growth hormone deficiency (GHD) frequently report to suffer from
an impaired Quality of Life (QoL) and growth hormone (GH) substitution is found to improve this.
However, the same test may be used for measuring QoL, well-being or health status in different
studies. QoL has been defined as the subjective appraisal of one's current life based primarily on
psychological function. The most important in the appraisal of well-being is mental function and
concerning health status patients evaluate physical function as most important. To differentiate the
effects of GH replacement on psychological variables in patients with GHD we carried out a
number of meta-analyses, classifying questionnaires into instruments measuring QoL, psychological
well-being and health status.

Methods: We searched the electronic databases PUBMED and PiCarta from 1985 to 2004.
Studies were included that evaluated the effect of GH on patient-reported outcomes in adults with
GHD (aged 18 years and above). According to generally accepted definitions we classified the
questionnaires as instruments measuring QoL, well-being and health status. By means of meta-
analyses the average effect size (d) for QoL, well-being and health status was calculated.

Results and Discussion: Based on open studies GH replacement is found to improve QoL with
a small effect size (d = 0.18), well-being with a medium effect size (d = 0.47) and health status with
a small effect size (d = 0.26). As the effect size of well-being is most pronounced the generally
reported effects of GH replacement on QoL may be overestimated and actually reflect the effect
on well-being.

Conclusion: To get more insight in the specific psychological effects of GH treatment it is
recommended that instruments selected for these studies should be more consistently classified as
instruments measuring QoL, well-being or health status.

Background
The concept of Quality of life (QoL) is frequently used in

reports of studies in patients with growth hormone defi-
ciency (GHD). It is already 4 decades ago that the first
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report was published on QoL in relation to growth hor-
mone deficiency. In this particular study the effect of GH
substitution on QoL in a GHD patient is described [1].
From then on, it has been frequently reported that
patients with GHD suffer from an impaired Quality of Life
(QoL), and that growth hormone (GH) substitution
improves their condition [2-6]. With regard to GHD, a
subnormal QoL in adults with GHD is inferred from the
observations that these patients feel less energetic, are
emotionally more labile, and experience disturbances in
sex life and feelings of social isolation at a significantly
higher frequency than controls [2,3,6,7]. With respect to
GH substitution in GHD adults, the effects of 10 years of
GH replacement on psychological well-being have been
evaluated. Overall scores for the NHP, energy levels and
emotional reaction improved in the GH-treated group
compared to an untreated group [8]. In addition, one year
of discontinuation of GH treatment in a study in GHD
patients led to a decrease in QoL (psychological com-
plaints and depression). This effect was counteracted after
restart of GH therapy resulting in reduced anxiety and
depression and improved QoL [9]. In another study with-
drawal of GH treatment from adults with GHD had detri-
mental psychological effects (decreased energy, increased
tiredness, pain, irritability and depression) [10]. The stud-
ies above exemplify that the psychological effects of GH
replacement are being measured with a variety of instru-
ments. Moreover, the same tests may be used as an instru-
ment measuring QoL in one and well-being or health
status in another study.

The concept of QoL with particular relevance to patients
with GH deficiency has been defined as "the social and
psychological well-being assessed from the patient's per-
spective". Elements which contribute to a person's QoL
are their levels of emotional, cognitive and social func-
tioning [11]. Indeed, it is generally acknowledged that the
QoL of a patient is not only defined by quantitative factors
of a disease, for example the severity of GH deficiency, but
also by psychosocial factors. Functional impairments, not
being able to perform personal goals, unemployment and
relational problems should also be taken into account
when measuring the influence of a disease for a patient
[12].

A decade ago editorial attention in the Lancet was paid to
the conceptual and methodological difficulties pertaining
to the concept of QoL [13]. This editorial included the
study of Gill and Feinstein [14] who sampled 75 articles
with "quality of life' in their titles. Only 15% of the sam-
ple included definitions of QoL and in only 13% of the
cases patient-rated QoL measures – as opposed to 'objec-
tive' questionnaires – were used. From the perspective of
patients, QoL and health status have been found to be dis-
tinct constructs. QoL has been defined as 'the subjective

appraisal of one's current life based primarily on psycho-
logical function and to a lesser degree on physical func-
tioning'. Indeed, when rating QoL, patients give greater
emphasis to mental health than to physical functioning.
This pattern is reversed for appraisal of health status, for
which physical function is more important than mental
health [15]. In a second commentary in the Lancet the
importance of differentiating health status from QoL is
also addressed. It is stated that using a health status ques-
tionnaire, which is measuring how people feel about their
health, to assess QoL may lead to misleading conclusions.
In case of health status patients report how they feel
mainly about their physical health, whereas in case of
reporting well-being patients exhibit feelings of depres-
sion, anxiety and energy [16]. Thus, patient reported out-
comes of physical status may be specifically measured by
a health status questionnaire such as the Short-form
Health Survey (SF-36) [17], whereas mental status may be
measured by a well-being questionnaire such as the Psy-
chological General Well-being Index (PGWB) [18]. It may
be clear that such generic measures of health status and
well-being are not measures of QoL, although often cate-
gorized as such. Therefore, with respect to the measure-
ment of QoL in patients with GHD, a few disease-specific
QoL questionnaires have been developed, the QoL-
AGHDA being one of these. This is a condition-specific
QoL measure. All items of this instrument are expressed as
unsatisfied needs [19]. More recently, the psychometric
properties of a new individualized questionnaire, the A-
RHDQoL, measuring perceived impact of age-related hor-
monal decline on QoL in older men, have been reported.
The questionnaire is individualized because respondents
only rate those domains that are relevant to them. Both
the impact of age-related hormonal decline on life
domains and the importance of each domain to the indi-
vidual are taken into account [10].

A complete picture of the effects of GH replacement on
psychological status in GHD patients can be inferred from
changes determined with a QoL scale, in conjunction with
an established measure of health status and another of
well-being. However, up until now these scales have not
been used consequently to measure specifically one of
these concepts. As a consequence, in spite of a number of
studies on the effects of GH treatment on psychological
status, the relative contribution of GH treatment on
changes in QoL, well-being and health status is not
known yet.

In order to differentiate the effects of GH replacement on
psychological variables in patients with GHD we carried
out a number of meta-analyses, distinguishing between
QoL, psychological well-being and health status.
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Methods
Search strategy
We searched the electronic databases PUBMED and
PiCarta from 1985 to 2004. PiCarta is an integrated mul-
timaterial database with request-facilities and offering
access to online resources and electronic documents.

Studies were included that evaluated the effect of GH on
patient-reported outcomes in adults with GHD (aged 18
years and above). The following search terms were used:
growth hormone, mood, health status, well-being and
quality of life.

Study selection
Two investigators independently examined manuscripts
for inclusion. Eligible studies were reports providing
quantitative data about the effect of GH therapy on
patient-reported outcomes in GH deficient adults. Studies
had to be placebo-controlled or designed as a cross-over/
parallel or open clinical trial. Questionnaires had to be
used to measure patient-reported outcomes. Case reports,
review articles and studies in which the psychometric
quality of the used questionnaire was unknown were
excluded. Furthermore, studies on GH therapy for other
diseases (for instance Turner syndrome, Prader Willi Syn-

drome, fibro-myalgia, etc.) were not included in this
meta-analysis.

Statistical analysis
We carried out a series of meta-analyses using a random
effects model. The meta-analyses were performed by
means of the statistical package Comprehensive Meta-anal-
ysis (Biostat, Inc, USA) [20]. This program is used to deter-
mine d-values (effect sizes). The most commonly used
measures of effect size are the standardized mean differ-
ence (d) and the correlation coefficient (r). The effect size
is a simple quantitative measure that provides one useful
index of the importance of an effect. The effect size index
d standardizes the raw effect size as expressed in the meas-
urement unit of the dependent variable by dividing it by
the common SD of the measures in their respective popu-
lations [21]. We calculated the difference prior to and after
GH therapy, divided by the pooled standard deviation of
the two measurements. Effect sizes (d's) were calculated,
averaged for each study and pooled. Effect size d = 0.2–0.5
is conceived as a small effect, d = 0.5–0.8 as a medium
effect and d ≥ 0.8 as a large effect. A medium effect size is
conceived as one large enough to be visible to the naked
eye [21].

Table 1: Classification of questionnaires into instruments measuring quality of life, psychological well-being or health status

Quality of Life • Qol Assessment of Growth Hormone Deficiency in Adults (QoL-
AGHDA)
• Satisfaction with physical activity (VAS-score)
• Sick leave, Hospital days, Doctor visits
• Nottingham Health Profile (NHP, part 1) scale: Physical mobility
• Quality of Life Scale (QLS)
• Life Fulfilment Scale

Psychological well-being • Psychological General Well-being Scale (PGWB), except General 
Health scale
• NHP scales: Emotional reactions, Social isolation, Energy.
• Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory-2 (MMPI-2) scale: 
Depression.
• Hamilton Depression Scale (HDS).
• Beck Depression Inventory (BDI).
• Profile Of Mood States (POMS).
• Sjöberg mood questionnaire.
• State-Trait Anxiety Inventory (STAI) subscale: State anxiety.
• Kellner Symptom Questionnaire (KSQ).
• Symptom Checklist (SCL-90): Anxiety, Depression.
• Mental Fatigue Questionnaire (MFQ).
• Hospital Anxiety and Depression scale.

Health status • General health questionnaire (GHQ).
• NHP scales: Overall score, Pain, Sleep.
• PGWB scale: General health.
• Hopkins Symptom Checklist (HSCL).
• Leisure time physical activity (VAS-score)
• SCL-90 scale: Somatic complaints, Sleep.
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Questionnaires
The most frequently encountered questionnaires measur-
ing QoL, well-being or health status encountered in the
studies included in the meta-analysis are described below.

The Nottingham Health Profile (NHP) is a frequently used
health status questionnaire in GH deficient patients that
measures physical, emotional and social distress. It con-
sists of the subscales emotional reactions, energy, pain,
physical mobility, sleep and social isolation [22]. The Psy-
chological General Well Being Schedule (PGWB) measures
self-perceived affective and emotional states [18]. Sub-
scales include anxiety, depressed mood, positive well-
being, self-control, general health and vitality. The Hop-
kins Symptom Checklist (HSCL) is a questionnaire for the
assessment of psychological and somatic complaints [23].
The Profile of Mood States (POMS) is a 32-item question-
naire with subscales depression, anger, fatigue, vigor and
tension [24] and the State-Trait Anxiety Inventory (STAI) is
a questionnaire to assess state and trait anxiety [25]. The
Quality of Life Assessment of Growth Hormone Deficiency in
Adults (QoL-AGHDA) [19] is especially designed to assess
relevant aspects of GHD.

Distinguishing between QoL, well-being and health status
As is pointed out above, QoL is conceived as the total of
psychosocial determinants and physical functioning
assessed from the patient's perspective. We made the QoL
concept operational by "the subjective judgment of the

quality of daily functioning related to psychological or
physical capabilities" and classified the questionnaires
accordingly as QoL. In addition, as well-being is perceived
as feelings of depression, anxiety and energy, and health
status as feelings about physical health we defined well-
being as perceived mental health and health status as per-
ceived physical health. According to the above criteria we
classified the questionnaires into the three categories. If
instruments have multiple domains measuring QoL, well-
being or health status, we classified these domains sepa-
rately. The result of our classification is summarized in
Table 1.

Results
Fifteen studies met our inclusion criteria for analysis of
the effect of GH on patient-reported outcomes and were
included in this meta-analysis. Study characteristics are
shown in Table 2. Total number of patients is 830 and fol-
low-up with a maximum of 24 months was analyzed.

A series of meta-analyses on open-label studies was car-
ried out on our classification of instruments differentiat-
ing QoL, psychological well-being and health status. As
the data were too limited to distinguish between different
treatment lengths we analyzed the effects of pooled treat-
ment durations. GH replacement with an average
duration of 8.6 (±4.0) months (based on 26 d's from 9
studies) improves QoL with a small effect size (p = 0.001;
d = 0.18, 0.07–0.29 [CI]). With regard to psychological

Table 2: Included studies on GH therapy and psychological variables

First author, year [ref] N Mean age (range) 
(years)

Duration therapy 
(months)

Trial design Tests

Ahmad, 2001 [28] 46 Unknown 3 Open QoL-AGHDA
Baum, 1998 [29] 40 Median 51 (24–64) 18 Controlled NHP, PGWB, GHQ, MMPI-2
Burman, 1995 [30] 36 46 (28–57) 9 Controlled NHP, PGWB, HSCL
Carroll, 1997 [31] 38 42.9 6 Controlled NHP, PGWB
Cuneo, 1998 [32] 83 41.2 12 Controlled-open NHP
Degerblad, 1990 [33] 6 20–38 3 Controlled Sjoberg, POMS
Deijen, 1998 [34] 48 27 (19–37) 24 Controlled-open POMS vigor, STAI state, HSCL
Giusti, 1998 [35] 26 51 (21–74) 6 Controlled KSQ, HDS
Hernberg, 2001 [36] 304 M: 50.8

F: 48.6
12 Open QoL-AGHDA, VAS

Murray, 1999 [37] 65 38.7 (17–72) 8 Open QoL-AGHDA, PGWB
Sartorio, 1995 [38] 8 29.6 (25–34) 6 Open Dysphoria, Anxiety
Soares, 1999 [39] 9 39.4 (28–52) 12 Controlled-open HDS, BDI
Stouthart, 2003 [9] 20 21 (17–27) 12 Open QLS, STAI, POMS, SCL-90, HSCL
Wallymahmed, 1997 [40] 30 35 24 Controlled-open NHP, MFQ
Wiren, 1998 [41] 71 45 (19–76) 24 Open NHP, PGWB

BDI = Beck Depression Inventory; GHQ = General Health Questionnaire; HSCL = Hopkins Symptom Check list; HDS = Hamilton Depression 
Scale; MFQ = Mental Fatigue Questionnaire; MMPI-2 = Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory-2; NHP = Nottingham Health Profile; KSQ = 
Kellner Symptom Questionnaire; PGWB = Psychological General Well Being Schedule; POMS = Profile of Mood States; SCL-90 = Symptoms Check 
List-90; Sjöberg = Sjöberg mood questionnaire; STAI = State-Trait Anxiety Inventory; QLS = Quality of Life Scale; QoL-AGHDA = Quality of Life 
Assessment of Growth Hormone Deficiency in Adults; VAS = Visual Analogue Scale.
Page 4 of 7
(page number not for citation purposes)



Health and Quality of Life Outcomes 2005, 3:63 http://www.hqlo.com/content/3/1/63
well-being after GH replacement with an average duration
of 9.2 (±5.1) months (86 d's from 13 studies) an increase
with a medium effect size is found (p < 0.001; d = 0.47,
0.36–0.57 [CI]). Finally, GH replacement with an average
duration of 9.4 (±4.0) months (31 d's from 10 studies)
increases health status with a small effect size (p < 0.001;
d = 0.26, 0.14–0.37 [CI]). Thus, the largest effect is found
for well-being, followed by health status and then Qol
(Figure 1).

Discussion
This present series of meta-analyses evaluated the effects
of GH substitution on psychological parameters in GH
deficient subjects, separately analyzed for QoL, psycho-
logical well-being and health status. Our aim was to exam-
ine whether GH would improve QoL, well-being and
health status differently. Therefore we classified the psy-
chological tests we encountered in the studies as being an
instrument measuring QoL, well-being or health status.

After differentiating QoL from well-being and health sta-
tus we determined the effect sizes obtained from the meta-
analyses on GH replacement. GH replacement appeared
to improve well-being the most, followed by health status
and then QoL. The effect sizes indicate that the effect on
well-being is more than twice as large as that concerning
QoL and nearly twice as large as that concerning health
status. It may be argued that this result may be associated
with differences in the psychometric properties of the
scales for QoL, well-being and health status. However, an
effect size is a standardized, dimensionless number,
which allows the comparison of the results of different
studies or the results of different tests within one study
[26]. In short, effect size is a simple quantitative measure
that provides one useful index of the importance of an
effect. In addition, a distinction can be made between

'small', 'medium' and 'large' effect sizes. A medium effect
size is conceived as one large enough to be visible to the
naked eye [21]. Thus, particularly the medium effect size
of well-being is substantial while the effect sizes of health
status and QoL seem to be of less importance. This sug-
gests that the generally reported effects of GH replacement
on QoL may be overestimated and actually reflect the
effect on psychological well-being. However, as the effect
size index only pertains to statistical effects our data are
not indicative of the clinical relevance of the present
results. In order to determine clinical relevance we should
have been looking at the minimum clinically important
difference for each scale. Unfortunately, such a clinical
determination was not possible because of the variety of
instruments. We can only conclude that a larger effect size
may be associated with a more important clinical effect,
but this needs not necessarily be the case. In contrast, it is
even conceivable that the larger effect size observed for
well-being reflects a smaller clinical relevance than the
small effect size observed for QoL.

Finally, it is important to note that a positive effect of GH
on psychological outcomes has been found mainly in
open studies lacking a control group. The effects of GH
treatment on patient reported outcomes have been com-
pared to placebo in a meta-analysis we performed earlier
on the same database [27]. The purpose of that analysis
was to determine whether GH replacement has any bene-
ficial effect on psychological variables. Therefore, the data
of all questionnaires were pooled disregarding measuring
QoL, well-being or health status. GH treatment effects on
these averaged psychological functions were then com-
pared with placebo. The overall effect of GH treatment
with a median duration of 6 months was found not to be
better than placebo. After reporting these data we decided
to perform the present meta-analysis with a quite different
objective, that is identifying which variable may be most
sensitive to the effects of GH treatment.

It cannot be excluded that the enhanced well-being we
observed in open studies in addition to the absence of a
difference between GH treatment and placebo point to
placebo-effects. The observed improvement in psycholog-
ical outcomes in the open studies can therefore be attrib-
uted to other factors than GH. The attention and care
given to the patients with GHD in the open studies may
improve patient-reported outcomes more substantially
than the contribution of GH itself.

At this point it is important to note that the present meta-
analysis is based only on a selected subgroup of studies,
because a lot of studies did not meet our inclusion criteria.
For instance, in spite of pooling, our sample size appeared
still to be quite small (i.e. 830 patients). In addition, the
variability of patient characteristics, the diversity in study

Average effect sizes for quality of life, health status and well-beingFigure 1
Average effect sizes for quality of life, health status and well-
being.
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designs including the variety of dependent variables and
publication bias may distort the results. A number of
moderator or confounding variables may have attributed
to the variance in effect sizes. These variables can be
assumed to be sex, age, medial history (radiotherapy),
dose of GH and severity or type of GHD. The limited
amount of data pertaining to these confounders including
the differential treatment effects in patients with either
childhood-onset/adulthood-onset GHD or isolated
GHD/multiple pituitary hormone deficiencies did not
allow to control for these confounders.

The present meta-analysis may therefore have lead to
unjustified conclusions. However, with respect to publica-
tion bias, it is known that especially reports lacking posi-
tive treatment effects are not published. Thus, if such
studies had been published and be part of the meta-anal-
ysis, they would have resulted in smaller effect sizes than
those reported here.

Conclusion
From the present meta-analysis we may conclude that the
psychological effects of GH treatment are not quite clear
yet. A variety of instruments have been used to determine
specific effects on QoL, well-being and health status.
However, up until now the instruments have not been
reliably classified into those measuring QoL, well-being
or health status. The inconsistent classification of psycho-
logical questionnaires may have lead to unjustified
conclusions concerning the psychological effects of GH
therapy. The results of the present meta-analysis based on
generally accepted definitions of these concepts indicate
that the effects of GH treatment are most obvious with
respect to well-being, followed by health status and QoL.
It may thus well be true that the frequently reported effects
of GH on QoL are overvalued. Therefore, to get more
insight into the precise nature of the psychological effects
of GH therapy we recommend that in future studies more
uniform classifications of psychological outcomes should
be used.

Authors' contributions
JBD and LIA made substantial contributions to concep-
tion and design, acquisition, analysis, and interpretation
of data and writing the manuscript. JW was involved in
the design of the study and data acquisition, performed
the statistical analysis and participated in drafting the
manuscript. MLD was involved in interpretation of data
and in revising the manuscript. All authors read and
approved the final manuscript.

References
1. Raben MS: Growth hormone. 2. Clinical use of human growth

hormone.  N Engl J Med 1962, 266:82-86.
2. Bjork S, Jonsson B, Westphal O, Levin JE: Quality of life of adults

with growth hormone deficiency: a controlled study.  Acta Pae-
diatr Scand Suppl 1989, 356:55-59.

3. Deijen JB, de Boer H, Blok GJ, van der Veen EA: Cognitive impair-
ments and mood disturbances in growth hormone deficient
men.  Psychoneuroendocrinology 1996, 21:313-322.

4. McGauley GA, Cuneo RC, Salomon F, Sonksen PH: Psychological
well-being before and after growth hormone treatment in
adults with growth hormone deficiency.  Horm Res 1990,
33(Suppl 4):52-4.

5. Mitchell CM, Joyce S, Johanson AJ, Libber S, Plotnick L, Migeon CJ,
Blizzard RM: A retrospective evaluation of psychosocial
impact of long-term growth hormone therapy.  Clin Pediatr
(Phila) 1986, 25:17-23.

6. Rosen T, Wiren L, Wilhelmsen L, Wiklund I, Bengtsson BA:
Decreased psychological well-being in adult patients with
growth hormone deficiency.  Clin Endocrinol (Oxf) 1994,
40:111-116.

7. Rikken B, van Busschbach J, le Cessie S, Manten W, Spermon T, Grob-
bee R, Wit JM: Impaired social status of growth hormone defi-
cient adults as compared to controls with short or normal
stature. Dutch Growth Hormone Working Group.  Clin Endo-
crinol (Oxf) 1995, 43:205-211.

8. Gibney J, Wallace JD, Spinks T, Schnorr L, Ranicar A, Cuneo RC,
Lockhart S, Burnand KG, Salomon F, Sonksen PH, Russell-Jones D:
The effects of 10 years of recombinant human growth hor-
mone (GH) in adult GH-deficient patients.  J Clin Endocrinol
Metab 1999, 84:2596-2602.

9. Stouthart PJ, Deijen JB, Roffel M, Delemarre-van de Waal HA: Qual-
ity of life of growth hormone (GH) deficient young adults
during discontinuation and restart of GH therapy.  Psychoneu-
roendocrinology 2003, 28:612-626.

10. McMillan CV, Bradley C, Gibney J, Healy ML, Russell-Jones DL, Sonk-
sen PH: Psychological effects of withdrawal of growth hor-
mone therapy from adults with growth hormone deficiency.
Clin Endocrinol (Oxf) 2003, 59:467-475.

11. McGauley G, Cuneo R, Salomon F, Sonksen PH: Growth hormone
deficiency and quality of life.  Horm Res 1996, 45:34-37.

12. Muldoon MF, Barger SD, Flory JD, Manuck SB: What are quality of
life measurements measuring?  BMJ 1998, 316:542-545.

13. Quality of life and clinical trials.  Lancet 1995, 346:1-2.
14. Gill TM, Feinstein AR: A critical appraisal of the quality of qual-

ity-of-life measurements.  JAMA 1994, 272:619-626.
15. Smith KW, Avis NE, Assmann SF: Distinguishing between quality

of life and health status in quality of life research: a meta-
analysis.  Qual Life Res 1999, 8:447-459.

16. Bradley C: Importance of differentiating health status from
quality of life.  Lancet 2001, 357:7-8.

17. Ware JE Jr, Sherbourne CD: The MOS 36-item short-form
health survey (SF-36). I. Conceptual framework and item
selection.  Med Care 1992, 30:473-483.

18. Dupuy HJ: The psychological general well-being (PGWB)
index.  In Assessment of Quality of Life in Clinical Trials of Cardiovascular
Therapy Edited by: Matsson ME, Furberg CD, Elinson I. New York: Le
Jacq Publications; 1984. 

19. McKenna SP, Doward LC, Alonso J, Kohlmann T, Niero M, Prieto L,
Wiren L: The QoL-AGHDA: an instrument for the assess-
ment of quality of life in adults with growth hormone
deficiency.  Qual Life Res 1999, 8:373-383.

20. Borenstein M, Rothstein H: Comprehensive Meta Analysis.  New
Jersey, USA;; 1999. 

21. Cohen J: A power primer.  Psychol Bull 1992, 112:155-159.
22. Hunt SM, McKenna SP, McEwen J, Williams J, Papp E: The Notting-

ham Health Profile: subjective health status and medical
consultations.  Soc Sci Med [A] 1981, 15:221-229.

23. Derogatis LR, Lipman RS, Rickels K, Uhlenhuth EH, Covi I: The Hop-
kins Symptom Checklist.  Pharmapsychiatry 1974, 7:79-110.

24. Shacham S: A shortened version of the Profile of Mood States.
J Pers Assess 1983, 47:305-306.

25. Spielberger CD: Test manual for the State-Trait Anxiety
Inventory-STAI form Y.  Palo Alto, California: Consulting Psychol-
ogist Press; 1980. 

26. Prentice D, Miller D: When small effects are impressive.  Psycho-
logical Bulletin 1992, 112:160-164.

27. Arwert LI, Deijen JB, Witlox J, Drent ML: The influence of growth
hormone (GH) substitution on patient-reported outcomes
and cognitive functions in GH-deficient patients: a meta-
analysis.  Growth Horm IGF Res 2005, 15:47-54.
Page 6 of 7
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=14489585
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=14489585
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2816358
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2816358
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8817729
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8817729
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8817729
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2245968
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2245968
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2245968
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=3943250
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=3943250
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8306469
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8306469
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8306469
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7554316
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7554316
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7554316
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10443645
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10443645
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10443645
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12727130
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12727130
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12727130
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=14510909
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=14510909
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8742116
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8742116
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9501721
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9501721
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7726894
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7726894
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10474286
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10474286
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10474286
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11197385
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11197385
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1593914
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1593914
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=1593914
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10472170
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10472170
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10472170
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6973203
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6973203
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6973203
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=6886962
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7391775
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7391775
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15701572
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15701572
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15701572


Health and Quality of Life Outcomes 2005, 3:63 http://www.hqlo.com/content/3/1/63
Publish with BioMed Central   and  every 
scientist can read your work free of charge

"BioMed Central will be the most significant development for 
disseminating the results of biomedical research in our lifetime."

Sir Paul Nurse, Cancer Research UK

Your research papers will be:

available free of charge to the entire biomedical community

peer reviewed and published immediately upon acceptance

cited in PubMed and archived on PubMed Central 

yours — you keep the copyright

Submit your manuscript here:
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp

BioMedcentral

28. Ahmad AM, Hopkins MT, Thomas J, Ibrahim H, Fraser WD, Vora JP:
Body composition and quality of life in adults with growth
hormone deficiency, effects of low-dose growth hormone
replacement.  Clin Endocrinol (Oxf) 2001, 54:709-717.

29. Baum HB, Katznelson L, Sherman JC, Biller BM, Hayden DL, Schoen-
feld DA, Cannistraro KE, Klibanski A: Effects of physiological
growth hormone (GH) therapy on cognition and quality of
life in patients with adult-onset GH deficiency.  J Clin Endocrinol
Metab 1998, 83:3184-3189.

30. Burman P, Broman JE, Hetta J, Wiklund I, Erfurth EM, Hagg E, Karls-
son FA: Quality of life in adults with growth hormone (GH)
deficiency: response to treatment with recombinant human
GH in a placebo-controlled 21-month trial.  J Clin Endocrinol
Metab 1995, 80:3585-3590.

31. Carroll PV, Littlewood R, Weissberger AJ, Bogalho P, McGauley G,
Sonksen PH, Russell-Jones DL: The effects of two doses of
replacement growth hormone on the biochemical, body
composition and psychological profiles of growth hormone-
deficient adults.  Eur J Endocrinol 1997, 137:146-153.

32. Cuneo RC, Judd S, Wallace JD, Perry-Keene D, Burger H, Lim-Tio S,
Strauss B, Stockigt J, Topliss D, Alford F, Hew L, Bode H, Conway A,
Handelsman D, Dunn S, Boyages S, Cheung NW, Hurley D: The
Australian Multicenter Trial of Growth Hormone (GH)
Treatment in GH-Deficient Adults.  J Clin Endocrinol Metab 1998,
83:107-116.

33. Degerblad M, Almkvist O, Grunditz R, Hall K, Kaijser L, Knutsson E,
Ringertz H, Thoren M: Physical and psychological capabilities
during substitution therapy with recombinant growth hor-
mone in adults with growth hormone deficiency.  Acta Endocri-
nol (Copenh) 1990, 123:185-193.

34. Deijen JB, de Boer H, van der Veen EA: Cognitive changes during
growth hormone replacement in adult men.  Psychoneuroendo-
crinology 1998, 23:45-55.

35. Giusti M, Meineri I, Malagamba D, Cuttica CM, Fattacciu G, Menichini
U, Rasore E, Giordano G: Impact of recombinant human
growth hormone treatment on psychological profiles in
hypopituitary patients with adult-onset growth hormone
deficiency.  Eur J Clin Invest 1998, 28:13-19.

36. Hernberg-Stahl E, Luger A, Abs R, Bengtsson BA, Feldt-Rasmussen U,
Wilton P, Westberg B, Monson JP: Healthcare consumption
decreases in parallel with improvements in quality of life
during GH replacement in hypopituitary adults with GH
deficiency.  J Clin Endocrinol Metab 2001, 86:5277-5281.

37. Murray RD, Skillicorn CJ, Howell SJ, Lissett CA, Rahim A, Smethurst
LE, Shalet SM: Influences on quality of life in GH deficient
adults and their effect on response to treatment.  Clin Endocri-
nol (Oxf) 1999, 51:565-573.

38. Sartorio A, Molinari E, Riva G, Conti A, Morabito F, Faglia G: Growth
hormone treatment in adults with childhood onset growth
hormone deficiency: effects on psychological capabilities.
Horm Res 1995, 44:6-11.

39. Soares CN, Musolino NR, Cunha NM, Caires MA, Rosenthal MC,
Camargo CP, Bronstein MD: Impact of recombinant human
growth hormone (RH-GH) treatment on psychiatric, neu-
ropsychological and clinical profiles of GH deficient adults. A
placebo-controlled trial.  Arq Neuropsiquiatr 1999, 57:182-189.

40. Wallymahmed ME, Foy P, Shaw D, Hutcheon R, Edwards RH, MacFar-
lane IA: Quality of life, body composition and muscle strength
in adult growth hormone deficiency: the influence of growth
hormone replacement therapy for up to 3 years.  Clin Endocri-
nol (Oxf) 1997, 47:439-446.

41. Wiren L, Bengtsson BA, Johannsson G: Beneficial effects of long-
term GH replacement therapy on quality of life in adults
with GH deficiency.  Clin Endocrinol (Oxf) 1998, 48:613-620.
Page 7 of 7
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11422104
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11422104
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11422104
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9745423
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9745423
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9745423
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8530603
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8530603
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8530603
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9272102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9272102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9272102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9435425
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9435425
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9435425
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2220259
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2220259
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2220259
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9618751
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9618751
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9502182
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9502182
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9502182
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11701692
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11701692
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11701692
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10594517
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10594517
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7649527
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7649527
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10412515
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10412515
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10412515
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9404442
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9404442
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9404442
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9666873
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9666873
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9666873
http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp
http://www.biomedcentral.com/

	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results and Discussion
	Conclusion

	Background
	Methods
	Search strategy
	Study selection
	Statistical analysis
	Questionnaires
	Distinguishing between QoL, well-being and health status

	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Authors' contributions
	References

