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bstract

he first COVID-19 vaccination was given in December 2020 and there is an effort to vaccinate the international population on a massive
cale. Common side effects from the vaccine include headache and tiredness. Regional lymphadenopathy has been described in relation to
ther vaccines. We describe two cases of supraclavicular reactive lymphadenopathy presenting in patients who had the COVID vaccination

n the ipsilateral arm. Awareness of this diagnosis is important for patients presenting to the neck lump clinic.

 2021 The British Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

eywords: COVID-19; lymphadenopathy; neck lump
he first COVID-19 vaccination was given to an NHS patient
n 8 December 2020.1 Since then then over fifteen million
eople have received the vaccine in England and this num-
er will significantly increase as the population is offered
t.2 Common side effects include a sore arm, tiredness,
eadaches, and general malaise.

We report two cases of reactive supraclavicular lym-
hadenopathy following COVID-19 vaccination presenting
t the same two-week wait neck lump clinic. A 47-year-
ld and a 55-year-old female, both otherwise fit and well,
ad received the COVID vaccination in their left arms three
eeks previously. They both then developed a swollen left

upraclavicular lymph node about three days later and were
eferred to the urgent neck lump clinic on the two-week wait
ancer pathway to exclude malignancy. One of the patients

eported that the lump had since reduced in size. Clinical and
ltrasonographic examination confirmed the lumps as reac-
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Fig. 1. 4.5mm reactive lymph node in the left supraclavicular fossa.
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ive lymph nodes (Fig. 1). No other neck lymphadenopathy

as identified and both patients were reassured and dis-

harged.
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vaccination. Pharmacotherapy 2008;28:1194–7.
O.R. Mitchell et al. / British Journal of Or

Cervical lymphadenopathy has been reported as a side
ffect to other vaccinations such the human papilloma
nd influenza vaccinations.3–5 Axillary lymphadenopathy
imicking breast cancer has recently been described as

 side effect of the COVID-19 vaccination.6 While the
ymphatic pathway from the arm mainly drains to the
xillary nodes there are also connections to the supr-
clavicular nodes in the low neck. To our knowledge
his is the first report of COVID-19 vaccination related
ymphadenopathy mimicking a Virchow-node type presen-
ation.

With the increasing roll-out of the COVID vaccination
o the wider population we suspect that neck lump clin-
cs will see more patients being referred with COVID-19
accination-related reactive lymphadenopathy. It is worth
onsidering this ‘new’ diagnosis in the differential list and
sking patients whether they have received the vaccination
ecently.
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