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To the Editor: During the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) pandemic, there are restrictions on social gatherings and
events; closure of schools, day-care centers, creches, play-
grounds, cinema halls, and gymnasium; and restricted travel
and transport [1]. Several preventive strategies are in place
based on the transmission dynamics, including social distanc-
ing, universal use of masks, and hand hygiene. Confinement
of infants and children to homes lead to decreased exposure
to outside environment or other children. The travel restric-
tions and nonavailability of public transport possibly led to
poor accessibility to the healthcare system. These are the
major factor that changed the epidemiology of infectious
respiratory diseases in children including acute viral bron-
chiolitis (AVB). AVB is a common cause of hospitalization
among infants leading to significant morbidity and occasional
mortality [2].

We retrospectively analyzed admissions due to AVB in
our Pediatric Emergency during the months of November
2019 to February 2020 (prepandemic) and November 2020 to
February 2021 (during pandemic). During the pre-pandemic
period, the total number of admissions to the Pediatric Emer-
gency were 3770 and out of them 173 (4.6%) were due to
AVB. During the pandemic, the total number of admissions
were 1589, and 8 (0.5%) had AVB. There was significant
decrease in admissions due to AVB (p=0.001). During pre-
pandemic period, 36.6% (n=63) infants with AVB needed
PICU admission, 14.5% (n=25) required mechanical ventila-
tion, and 8.1% (n=14) died. Whereas during the pandemic,
none of the infants with AVB required PICU admission or
mechanical ventilation and there was no mortality.
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The infection prevention and control measures (use of face
mask, hand hygiene, social distancing, and social isolation),
closure of day-care centers and schools leading to limited
exposure to other infants and children, restricted transport,
and limited accessibility to healthcare settings during the
pandemic are the possible reasons for the reduction in the
incidence, hospitalization, and severity of pediatric infectious
respiratory diseases including AVB [3, 4].
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