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Correspondence

A fundamental Christian argument for vaccine promotion

ABSTRACT

A recent correspondence highlighted the need to change the COVID-19 vaccine narrative to combat vaccine hesitancy by stressing that

vaccination is a moral act. The said article was in response to another correspondence which said that science and religion must work together

for vaccine promotion. This article presents a fundamental Christian argument for vaccine promotion by saying that God may have provided an

answer to the pandemic through the COVID-19 vaccine.
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A recent correspondence highlighted the need to change
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine narrative
to combat vaccine hesitancy by stressing that vaccination is
a moral act.! The said article was in response to another
correspondence which said that science and religion must
work together for vaccine promotion.2 This article presents
a fundamental Christian argument for vaccine promotion.

As the world continues to last the pandemic, with the more
well-off countries seeing the end of it, the main obstacle
to reaching the remainder of the pandemic is still peoples’
hesitancy to be vaccinated. In the USA, mostly white born
again and evangelical Christians have been unwilling to get
vaccinated.” Many Christians have been praying to God for
protection from the virus and think that getting the vaccine is
an ultimate act of distrust to God. Some others keep asking,
‘God, where is the answer to all our prayers for this pandemic
to end?’. Dr. Francis Collins, Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, presents a response to various faith questions
raised by Christians regarding the vaccine.* As a Christian
himself, Collins believes that God does a lot of his answeting
through people. Collins says that, coupled with one’s faith
in God, it is one’s responsibility to provide protection for
oneself. So, anyone who has been praying for answers may
see them in the form of vaccines. A Christian may see that
the vaccines are a gift that need to be unwrapped by rolling
up one’s sleeves and getting vaccinated. Ultimately, a Christian
may think that God has worked through science to provide us
with this kind of an answer.

In the Philippines where there is a Christian majority, there
are no known emerging similar trends, but the same argument
might be made necessaty should the same problem come up.
For now, the Philippine government is more concerned with
procuring vaccines for the population, whereas the Catholic
Church in the Philippines aids in the vaccination program by
turning churches into vaccination site.” The Catholic Church
has always been willing to support the government in terms
of anything, as long as it is for the common good.®

Given their number around the world, what Christians
decide to do—to get vaccinated or not—will greatly deter-
mine if the world will ever achieve herd immunity and bring
the pandemic to an end. Priests, pastors and lay leaders play
a great role in explaining the need for the vaccines to their
congregations. The argument presented above may work well
to convince unwilling Christians, while provide support for
those who have already decided to be vaccinated. The devel-
opment and reception of the vaccine can be seen as a moment
of awe at the wonders of God manifested through science, so
that the laboratory becomes as much a place of worship as the
church.
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