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BMJ Open Ophthalmology was launched in 
autumn 2016. Its remit is to provide an open- 
access platform for basic, translational and 
clinical research in ophthalmology and vision 
Science.

BMJ Open Ophthalmology aims to:
 ► Publish a broad range of articles of 

particular clinical, scientific, educational 
or surgical value on a rapid publication 
schedule.

 ► Facilitate a close interaction between 
basic, translational and clinical sciences 
through publication and fostering inter-
disciplinary research.

 ► Provide an interactive digital platform 
that is freely available, unrestricted and 
immediately accessible.

 ► Provoke scientific debate and clinical 
commentary in which the readership, 
authors and public can engage and 
contribute through both social and 
multimedia.

Since its launch, the journal has grown 
significantly, with submitted and accepted 
papers increasing from 61 and 16 in 2016, to 
136 and 59 in 2019 (figure 1), with an overall 
acceptance rate of 44%. It has also seen a 
steady increase in the transfer of good quality 
papers from other BMJ journals.

BMJ Open Ophthalmology has attracted an 
international authorship with 18% of papers 
from Europe, 17% from the USA and 16% 
from Japan, China and India combined.

The mean (median) time to a first decision 
has reduced from 47 (43) days in 2016 to 40 
(20) days in 2019. The mean time from accep-
tance to online publication is 23 days.

As an open access journal, BMJ Open 
Ophthalmology has seen a substantial rise in the 
number of article downloads from around 
the world. At the time of writing, the top 10 
most downloaded papers in 2019 had been 
accessed a total of 26 537 times . The number 
of citations BMJ Open Ophthalmology articles 
have received has correspondingly increased 
from 4 in 2017 to 136 in 2019. BMJ Open 
Ophthalmology is indexed in the following 
major databases: Web of Science Core Collec-
tion: Emerging Sources Citation Index, 

PubMed Central, DOAJ, Google Scholar, and 
Scopus.

PATIENT AND PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP
Taking the lead from The BMJ’s innova-
tive patient partnership strategy, BMJ Open 
Ophthalmology encourages authors to partake 
in similar schemes. As such, authors submit-
ting research papers are required to include 
a ‘Patient and Public Involvement State-
ment’ within the methods section of their 
paper, describing how they involved patients 
and the public in their research. BMJ Open 
Ophthalmology believes that partnering with 
patients, their carers, support networks and 
the public is an ethical imperative and essen-
tial to improving the quality, safety, value and 
sustainability of health systems and research.

DATA SHARING
Sharing the full datasets underlying the 
results in your article brings many benefits. 
It enables reuse, reduces research waste and 
promotes collaboration. Greater transparency 
increases trust in research results by allowing 
results to be independently verified. These 
benefits lead to a more reliable evidence base 
and a healthier world. In line with The BMJ, 
BMJ Open Ophthalmology encourages authors 
to make available as much of the underlying 
data from their articles as possible (without 
compromising participant privacy), but the 
least that is required is the minimum data 
required to reproduce the results presented 
in the associated article.

BMJ Open Ophthalmology considers any files 
generated by authors’ research as constituting 
relevant data. This may be raw or processed 
data. Examples include (but are not limited 
to) individual- level de- identified patient data, 
survey results, interview transcripts, statistical 
codes, images, videos, spreadsheets, audio 
files, text files and imaging and scan files.

EDITORIAL BOARD
The editorial board has grown to include 
Associate Editors from USA, Japan, the UK 
and India, with expert representation from 
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all areas of ophthalmology, basic and clinical sciences, 
and vision science as listed below.

On behalf of the editorial team of BMJ Open Ophthal-
mology, we wish to thank you for your support of the 
journal since its launch, and we hope you will join us for 
the next phase of the journal’s development, whether as 
a reader, author or reviewer.
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Figure 1 BMJ Open Ophthalmology submissions and 
acceptances since launch.
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