
interest in specific training to help increase the level of education and
the safe use of electrocautery.
Discussion: This study shows that a gap still exists in the training and
education of surgeons on the use of electrocautery. Electrocautery has
the potential to cause harm and more needs to be done to improve ed-
ucation around this topic to ensure patient and user safety.
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Introduction: The Covid-19 pandemic quickly resulted in the removal
of all non-essential personnel from surgical wards. It also resulted in
suspending medical student placements which are heavily relied upon
to provide the students with necessary “hands-on” experience. Virtual
Reality (VR) simulation was employed in order to ensure that the stu-
dents had a comparable experience.
Method: VR simulations were used to simulate the ward environments
and the students were able to gain valuable experience with common
scenarios encountered on surgical wards. Each student was allocated a
1-hour time slot per session with a debriefing session after each. The
digital immersive environment allowed students to build upon their di-
dactic preparation and previously acquired knowledge base.
Results: Feedback was given at the end of each simulation by the simu-
lation facilitator. Using the technical proficiency that they had acquired
in the first scenario; the students went on to employ these skills di-
rectly in their next scenarios thereby capitalising on the repetition of
core skills to maximize their learning.
Conclusions: In this instance, VR was successfully used to enhance
both knowledge acquisition and experience. Feedback from the partici-
pating students was overwhelmingly positive with many suggesting
that they were more comfortable learning in a simulated environment.

scarce, simple alternatives may become vital in ensuring progression
of basic surgical skills such as endoscopy. This cheap polypectomy
simulator can be easily re-created across surgical units and can be used
as an adjunct to traditional endoscopic training
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patients, therefore, increase patient safety. The aim of this is to pro-
duce trainees that are more confident in dural tear closure, reducing
the chance of post-operative CSF leak.
Method: Consultants, trainees and medical students completed a
training exercise supervised by a consultant spinal surgeon. After they
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