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Introduction

Women are facing various types of  violence around the world. 
Vitriolage is one such violence faced by women.[1] Vitriolage or 
acid attack or acid throwing is a gender-based terrible violent 
crime.[2-4] It is defined as an act of  throwing acid onto the body 
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Introduction: Vitriolage or acid attack or acid throwing is a gender-based terrible violent crime. There are many everlasting sequels 
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5 years. Conviction rate by the court was better in India than the metropolitan cities of India during the last 5 years. Case acquitted 
by the court in India was 24, 9, 10, 4 and 10, and in metropolitan cities it was 2, 1, 3, 0 and 2 during year 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 
2021, respectively. Conclusion: Vitriolage not only destroys physical health but also destroys mental health. Despite of strict action 
taken by the Indian government, vitriolage is still prevalent in India. Male dominancy and inadequate legal systems are responsible 
for this. Though there is a standard set by the Supreme Court for the sale of acid, it remains easily available as the guidelines are 
frequently violated by the preparator. Case investigation and chargesheeting should increase by the police. Trial of the case and 
conviction should increase by the court. Vitriolage victims must be sure of their scope to obtain education and job opportunity and 
societal fiction should be reviewed to support people to acknowledge why vitriolage is committed mainly against females.

Keywords: Acquitted, chargesheeting, convicted, metropolitan, trial, vitriolage

Original Article

Access this article online

Quick Response Code:
Website:  
http://journals.lww.com/JFMPC

DOI:  
10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_539_23

Address for correspondence: Dr. Manisha Verma, 
Department of Periodontology, 5th Floor, New Dental Building, 

Faculty of Dental Sciences, King George’s Medical University, 
Lucknow - 226003, Uttar Pradesh, India. 

E-mail: vcmanisha29nov@gmail.com

How to cite this article: Khan MA, Katiyar R, Verma M, Verma AK. 
Spectrum of vitriolage in India: A retrospective data record-based study. 
J Family Med Prim Care 2024;13:556-67.

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of  the Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, which allows others to 
remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit is 
given and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

For reprints contact: WKHLRPMedknow_reprints@wolterskluwer.com

Received: 25-03-2023	 	 Revised: 21-06-2023 
Accepted: 04-07-2023		  Published: 06-03-2024



Khan, et al.: Spectrum of vitriolage in India

Journal of Family Medicine and Primary Care	 557	 Volume 13  :  Issue 2  :  February 2024

of  a person with the intention of  injuring or disfiguring her/him 
out of  jealousy or revenge resulting in burning and dissolution 
of  the victim’s skin, connective tissue and even bones.[5] There 
are many everlasting sequels of  vitriolage which consist of  
permanent scarring of  the face or body, blindness as well as 
socioeconomic and psychological intricacy.[4] Vitriolage comprises 
of  throwing concentrated mineral acid like sulphuric acid (oil of  
vitriol, tezaab in Hindi), hydrochloric acid or nitric acid, carbolic 
acid, corrosive alkalis or vegetable poison like juice of  semecarpus 
on the face or body of  a person.[6] Sulphuric acid (oil of  vitriol) is 
most commonly used for acid throwing hence it derives its name 
vitriolage.[7] Vitriolage are most common in the Asian countries 
especially in south east Asian region[8-12] followed by Europe and 
South America.[13,14] Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Colombia and 
Cambodia are the countries having the highest incidence of  acid 
attacks and where it is sex-based violence.[15] There is a sharp 
rise in vitriolage cases in India in the last few years as indicated 
by data from the NCRB. Seventy per cent victims of  vitriolage 
are women in India as indicated by annual reports of  the Acid 
Survivor Foundation.[16-18]

Aims and Objective
1.	 The first aim of  the present study was to report incidence 

of  acid attacks in India, states of  India, in metropolitan 
cities of  India during the last 5 years, that is, from 2017 to 
2021.

2.	 To analyse the investigation of  cases of  vitriolage against 
women by police in India and metropolitan cities of  India 
each year during the last 5 years.

3.	 To analyse the chargesheeting rate of  cases of  vitriolage 
against women in India and in metropolitan cities of  India.

4.	 To report the total number of  cases of  acid attacks against 
women that went for trial in court and cases pending trial 
at the end of  the year in India and in metropolitan cities of  
India each year during the last 5 years.

5.	 To report total cases convicted by the court and total cases 
disposed of  by the court each year in India and metropolitan 
cities of  India each year.

6.	 To analyse conviction rate in India and in metropolitan cities.
7.	 Person arrested for acid attacks against women each year.
8.	 Various steps to give justice to the victim of  vitriolage.

Materials and Methods

1.	 Present study is retrospective data record-based study.
2.	 Available data for the last 5 years (from 2017 to 2021) were 

taken from National Crime Report Bureau (NCRB).
3.	 Available as per NCRB data were analysed as per aims and 

objectives.
4.	 Ethical issues: Before referring to the data from the website, 

official mail was sent for its use. Since the data is already 
available in the public domain and at any stage the identity 
of  the victim will not be revealed, the pre-requisite of  ethical 
consideration could be surpassed. The data will be analysed 
anonymously and unlinked without revealing personal 
information.

Result

Available data of  NCRB was analysed in Microsoft Excel 
and various statistics are represented from Tables 1 to 32 and 
Figures 1 to 16.

Discussion

Vitriolage is more prevalent in developing countries like India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Colombia and Uganda. Globally 
80% of  vitriolage victims are women. Sixty per cent case of  
vitriolage is perpetrated by familiar of  the victim. Most cases of  
vitriolage are found in the young age group between 20 years and 
35 years. Low socioeconomic status, illiteracy and unemployment 
are vulnerable risk factors for vitriolage.[19-25]. Rationale behind 
vitriolage vary in various countries.[26] Vitriolage is more prevalent 

Table 1: Showing incidence of acid attacks in India 
during the last 5 years

S. No. Year Incidence of  acid attack
1 2017 244
2 2018 228
3 2019 240
4 2020 182
5 2021 176

Table 2: State‑wise overall incidence of acid attacks 
among top 10 states in the year 2017

State Overall incidence of  acid attacks in state in 2017
Uttar Pradesh 56
West Bengal 54
Odisha 13
Kerala 13
Delhi state 11
Andhra 9
Haryana 9
Maharashtra 9
Rajasthan 9
Bihar 8
Gujarat 8

Table 3: State‑wise overall incidence of acid attacks in 
India among top 10 states in the year 2018

State Overall incidence of  acid attacks in the state in 2018
West Bengal 50
Uttar Pradesh 40
Odisha 13
Punjab 12
Bihar 12
Delhi state 11
Telangana 10
Gujarat 9
Madhya Pradesh 9
Kerala 8
Rajasthan 8
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in developing countries like India because of  the stronger 
gender dynamic in Indian society; men perpetrate offences 
against women.[24,27-29] The various motives are romantic or 
sexual rejection (most common rationale behind vitriolage on 
women),[30-35] marriage refusal, suspicion of  infidelity, breakup 
of  extramarital affair, enmity of  husband with sufferer, jealousy 
with victim’s job, success or beauty, refusal to join the previous 
work station, enmities with victim or victim’s family and dispute 
of  property with victim or victim’s family.[9]

Incidence of  vitriolage was 244 in 2017 which decreased to 
176 in the year 2021 [Table  1 and Figure  1]. This shows a 

decreasing trend in the last 5 years and that may be due to good 
governance and public awareness. As per data of  NCRB among 
states of  India, West Bengal reported the highest number of  
overall vitriolage cases followed by Uttar Pradesh during the 
last 5 years [Tables 2-7 and Figures 2, 3]. The incidence was 
decreasing in both the states, and this was again due to good 
governance and public awareness. West Bengal was the topmost 
state in India for acid attacks against women in 2018, 2020 and 
2021 [Tables 9, 11 and 12], and Uttar Pradesh was on top in 
2017 and 2019 [Tables 8, 10, 13 and Figures 4, 5]. As per data 
from NCRB, Delhi city was the topmost metropolitan city for 
overall acid attack, though Delhi city was at 2nd place in year 
2021 [Tables 14-18 and Figures 6, 7] and for acid attack against 
women, Delhi city was topmost city during last 5 years [Tables 
20-25 and Figures 8-10]. 

Table 4: State‑wise overall incidence of acid attacks 
among the top 10 states in the year 2019

State Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2019
West Bengal 50
Uttar Pradesh 45
Bihar 15
Madhya Pradesh 12
Punjab 11
Odisha 10
Delhi state 10
Telangana 10
Gujarat 10
Maharashtra 10

Table 5: State‑wise overall incidence of acid attack among 
top 10 states in the year 2020

State Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2020
West Bengal 51
Uttar Pradesh 30
Madhya Pradesh 13
Odisha 11
Kerala 11
Gujarat 8
Andhra Pradesh 7
Maharashtra 7
Haryana 6
Punjab 6
Karnataka 5

Table 6: State‑wise overall incidence of acid attacks 
among top 10 states in the year 2021

State Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2021
West Bengal 34
Uttar Pradesh 22
Rajasthan 15
Maharashtra 12
Gujarat 11
Haryana 11
Kerala 10
Delhi state 9
Assam 8
Madhya Pradesh 7
Tamil Nadu 7

Table 7: Overall incidence of acid attacks among West 
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh during the last 5 years

Year Overall incidence of  acid 
attacks in West Bengal

Overall incidence of  acid 
attacks in Uttar Pradesh

2017 54 56
2018 50 40
2019 50 45
2020 51 30
2021 34 22

Table 8: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 10 states during 2017

State Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2017
Uttar Pradesh 41
West Bengal 35
Odisha 11
Kerala 9
Delhi state 8
Madhya Pradesh 5
Punjab 4
Bihar 4
Gujarat 4
Haryana 4

Table 9: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 10 states during 2018

State Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2018
West Bengal 36
Uttar Pradesh 32
Telangana 10
Gujarat 7
Bihar 6
Madhya Pradesh 5
Delhi state 5
Maharashtra 5
Odisha 5
Kerala 4
Punjab 4
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Although efforts and measures has been taken by the 
government to address the vitriolage, the implementation 
of  these steps seem to incapable of  fighting the acid attack. 
According to acid Survivors Trust, international research 
shows it takes 5 to  10  years to finish a case of  vitriolage in 
India, and the offender was known to the victim in 60 to 70 
per cent of  vitriolage. Despite strict laws, acids are still easily 
available in the country without any restriction which makes 
perpetrator do such violent crimes without any fear of  law.[36] 
The parliament has not approved the law specifically dealing 
with chain distribution systems for acid or the exact duties of  
manufacturing companies.[37].

Table 10: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 10 states during 2019

State Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2019
Uttar Pradesh 42
West Bengal 36
Delhi Union 
Territory 

8

Madhya Pradesh 8
Bihar 7
Maharashtra 6
Assam 6
Haryana 4
Punjab 5
Gujarat 5
Tamil Nadu 4

Table 11: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 10 states during 2020

State Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2020
West Bengal 29
Uttar Pradesh 21
Odisha 6
Madhya Pradesh 5
Karnataka 5
Andhra 4
Maharashtra 4
Assam 4
Kerala 4
Gujarat 4

Table 12: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 10 states during 2021

State Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2021
West Bengal 30
Uttar Pradesh 18
Delhi state 8
Assam 7
Gujarat 6
Haryana 6
Madhya Pradesh 5
Odisha 3
Punjab 3
Rajasthan 3
Maharashtra 3

Table 13: Incidence of acid attacks against women in 
West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh during the last 5 years

Year Acid attack against 
women in West Bengal 
during the last 5 years

Acid attacks against 
women in Uttar Pradesh 

during the last 5 years
2017 35 41
2018 36 32
2019 36 42
2020 29 21
2021 30 18

Table 14: Overall incidence of acid attacks among top 5 
metropolitan cities during 2019

Metropolitan city Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2017
Delhi city 11
Lucknow 5
Mumbai 3
Jaipur 2
Bengaluru 2
Ghaziabad 2

Table 15: Overall incidence of acid attack among top 5 
metropolitan city during 2018

Metropolitan city Overall incidence of  acid attack in 2018
Delhi city 11
Ahmedabad 6
Chennai 4
Hyderabad 3
Bengaluru 2
Ghaziabad 2
Lucknow 2

Table 16: Overall incidence of acid attacks among top 5 
metropolitan cities during 2019

Metropolitan city Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2019
Delhi city 9
Bengaluru 4
Chennai 3
Ahmedabad 2
Indore 2
Surat 2
Mumbai 2

Table 17: Overall incidence of acid attacks among top 5 
metropolitan cities during 2020

Metropolitan city Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2020
Surat 3
Delhi city 2
Pune 1
Kolkata 1
Bengaluru 1
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The number of  acid attack cases (previous year + this year) in India 
that went for police investigation was 203 in 2017, 188 in 2018, 
211 in 2019, 163 in 2020 and 161 in 2021 [Table 26 and Figure 11], 
whereas the incidence of  acid attack was 244 in 2017, 228 in 
2018, 240 in 2019, 182 in 2020 and 176 in 2021 [Table 1]. This 
statistics reveals investigation of  acid attack cases was less than the 
incidence in a particular year in India. During the last 5 years, many 
cases were ended by police as the final report was false or a mistake 

of  fact/of  law or civil dispute or insufficient evidence/untraced/
no clue. Out of  203 investigated cases by police, only 146 cases 
were disposed of  by police in 2017; out of  188 investigated cases 
by police, only 121 cases were disposed of  in 2018; out of  211 
investigated cases by police, only 146 cases were disposed of  in 
2019, out of  163 investigated cases by police, only 106 cases were 
disposed of  in 2020; and out of  161 investigated cases by police, 
only 109 cases were disposed of  by police in 2021. Between 2017 
and 2021, number of  cases disposed of  by police dropped from 
146 to 109 [Table 26 and Figure 11].

Table 18: Overall incidence of acid attacks among top 5 
metropolitan cities during 2021

Metropolitan city Overall incidence of  acid attacks in 2021
Delhi city 9
Surat 3
Kolkata 2
Jaipur 2
Ghaziabad 1
Chennai 1
Kanpur 1
Lucknow 1

Table 19: Overall incidence of acid attacks during the 
last 5 years in Delhi city

Year Incidence of  acid attacks in Delhi city
2017 11
2018 11
2019 9
2020 2
2021 9

Table 20: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 5 metropolitan cities during 2017

Metropolitan city Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2017
Delhi city 5
Ghaziabad 2
Ahmedabad 1
Bengaluru 1
Ahmedabad 1
Kanpur 1
Mumbai 1
Kolkata 1

Table 21: Incidence of acid attack against women among 
top 5 metropolitan cities during 2018

Metropolitan city Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2018
Delhi city 5
Ahmedabad 5
Hyderabad 3
Ghaziabad 2
Indore 2
Bengaluru 1
Chennai 1
Kolkata 1
Kanpur 1

Table 22: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 5 metropolitan cities during 2019

Metropolitan city Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2019
Delhi city 7
Bengaluru 4
Chennai 2
Indore 2
Mumbai 2
Surat 2
Lucknow 1
Kolkata 1
Jaipur 1
Ahmedabad 1

Table 23: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 5 metropolitan cities during 2020

Metropolitan city Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2020
Delhi city 2
Surat 2
Bengaluru 1
Kolkata 1
Pune 1

Table 24: Incidence of acid attacks against women among 
top 5 metropolitan cities during 2021

Metropolitan city Incidence of  acid attacks against women in 2021
Delhi city 8
Jaipur 2
Kolkata 2
Chennai 1
Ghaziabad 1
Kanpur 1
Mumbai 1

Table 25: Incidence of acid attacks against women in 
Delhi city during the last 5 years

Year Incidence of  acid attacks against women 
in Delhi city during the last 5 years

2017 5
2018 5
2019 7
2020 2
2021 8
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The number of  acid attack cases against women (previous 
year + this year) in the metropolitan cities that went for police 
investigation was 29 in 2017, 37 in 2018, 40 in 2019, 25 in 2020 
and 29 in 2021 [Table 28 and Figure 12], whereas incidence of  
acid attacks against women in metropolitan cities were 14, 21, 
22, 7 and 16 in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021, respectively 
[Table  27]. This statistics reveals police investigation of  acid 
attack cases in metropolitan cities was more than incidence in 
a particular year, and this was because total investigation in a 
particular year includes pending cases from the previous year. 
Out of  29 cases only 13 were disposed of  by police in 2017, 
out of  37 cases only 19 were disposed of  by police in 2018; out 

Table 26: Police disposal of crime (acid attacks) against 
women during the last 5 years in India

Police disposal of  acid attacks 
against women

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total case for investigation= 
previous year+this year

203 188 211 163 161

Case ended as final report was false 6 5 5 6 4
Case ended as mistake of  fact or of  
law or civil dispute

4 2 2 1 2

Case true but insufficient evidence 
or untraced or no clue

4 10 15 7 6

Case chargesheeted (previous 
year+this year)

130 100 121 91 97

Total case disposed of  by police 146 121 146 106 109
Case pending investigating at the 
end of  this year

57 66 64 57 52

Chargesheeting rate 89 82.6 82.9 85.8 89
Pendency percentage 28.1 35.1 30.3 35 32.3

Table 27: Showing overall acid attacks against women in 
metropolitan cities of India during the last 5 years

Year Overall acid attacks in 
metropolitan city

Acid attacks against 
women in metropolitan city

2017 32 14
2018 33 21
2019 28 22
2020 8 7
2021 21 16

Table 28: Police disposal of crime (acid attacks) against 
women during the last 5 years in metropolitan cities

Police disposal of  acid attacks against 
women in metropolitan city

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total case for investigation 29 37 40 25 29
Case ended as final report was false 0 0 0 1 0
Case ended as mistake of  fact or law or 
civil dispute

0 0 0 0 1

Case true but insufficient evidence 0 1 2 2 0
Case chargesheeted 25 18 20 9 15
Total case disposed of  by police 13 19 22 12 16
Case pending investigation at end of  year 16 18 18 13 13
Chargesheeting rate 100 94.7 90.9 75 93.8
Pending percentage 55.2 48.6 45 52 44.8

Table 29: Court disposal of acid attacks against women in 
India during the last 5 years

Court disposal of  acid attacks 
against women

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total case for trial= 
previous year+this year

359 417 418 519 600

Total case convicted (previous 
year+this year)

14 17 13 10 3

Case discharged 2 0 1 0 1
Case acquitted 24 9 10 4 11
Case in which trial was completed 40 22 24 14 15
Total case disposed of  by court 41 27 24 16 15
Case pending trial at  
the end of  this year

318 390 394 503 585

Conviction rate 35 65.4 54.2 71.4 20
Pendency percentage 88.6 93.5 94.3 96.9 97.5

Table 30: Court disposal of acid attacks against women in 
metropolitan cities during the last 5 years

Court disposal of  crime (acid attacks) 
against women in metropolitan city

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total case for trial (previous+this year) 43 57 74 81 94
Total case convicted (previous year+this year) 1 1 2 0 0
Total case acquitted 2 1 3 0 2
Case in which trial was completed 3 2 5 0 2
Case disposed of  by court 3 2 5 1 2
Case pending trial at end of  year 40 55 69 80 92
Conviction rate 33.3 50 40 ‑ 0
Pending percentage 93 96.5 93.2 98.8 97.9

Table 31: Disposal of person arrested for acid attacks 
against women in India during the last 5 years

Disposal of  person arrested for 
acid attacks against woman

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Person arrested (male+female) 167 161 210 149 167
Person chargesheeted (male+female) 149 149 189 135 164
Person convicted (male+female) 20 28 19 18 7
Person discharged (male+female) 3 0 2 0 3
Person acquitted (male+female) 30 13 15 14 22

of  40 cases only 22 were disposed of  the police in 2019; out of  
25 cases only 12 were disposed of  by police in 2020; and out of  
29 cases only 16 cases were disposed of  by police in 2021. This 
statistics reveals slow action by the police in metropolitan cities.

The number of  acid attack cases against women in India 
that went to trial (previous + this year) was 359 in 2017, 
417 in 2018, 418 in 2019, 519 in 2020 and 600 in 2021 
[Table 29 and Figure 13], whereas, incidence of  acid attack was 
244 in 2017, 228 in 2018, 240 in 2019, 182 in 2020 and 176 in 
2021 [Table 1 and Figure 1]. It shows that number of  trial cases 
appear high compared to incident cases in the corresponding 
year. This also demonstrate that the number of  cases that went 
for trial in a particular year also included incidence of  acid attacks 
from previous years. Out of  359 cases that went to trial, only 
14 cases (3.8%) were convicted, 24 (6.6%) were acquitted, in 
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Figure 1: Showing incidence of acid attacks in India during the last 
5 years
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Figure  2: Overall incidence of acid attacks in West Bengal and 
Uttar Pradesh during the last 5 years

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
UTTAR PRADESH WEST BENGAL

Figure  3: Overall incidence of acid attacks in West Bengal and 
Uttar Pradesh during the last 5 years
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Figure 4: Incidence of acid attacks against women in West Bengal 
and Uttar Pradesh during the last 5 years
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Figure 5: Incidence of acid attacks against women in West Bengal 
and Uttar Pradesh during the last 5 years
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Figure 6: Showing overall incidence of acid attacks in Delhi city during 
the last 5 years

Table 32: Disposal of person arrested for acid attacks 
against women in metropolitan cities

Disposal of  person arrested for 
acid attacks against women in 
metropolitan city

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Person arrested (male+female) 19 40 30 12 28
Person chargesheeted (male+female) 14 39 25 12 22
Person convicted (male+female) 1 1 3 0 0
Person discharged (male+female) 0 0 0 0 0
Person acquitted (male+female) 2 1 6 0 2

40 (11.1%) trial was completed and 41 (11.2%) were disposed 
of  by the court in 2017; out of  417 cases that went for trial 
only 17 (4%) were convicted, 9 (2.1%) were acquitted, trial was 
completed in 22 (5.2%) and 27 (6.4%) were disposed of  by the 
court in 2018; out of  418 cases that went for trial only 13 (3.1%) 
were convicted, 10  (2.3%) were acquitted, in 24  (5.7%) trial 
was completed and 24 (5.7%) were disposed of  by the court in 
2019; out of  519 cases that went for trial only 10 case (1.9%) 
were convicted, 4 (0.7%) were acquitted, in 14 (2.6%) trial was 
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Figure 7: Showing overall incidence of acid attacks in Delhi city during 
the last 5 years
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Figure 8: Incidence of acid attacks against women in top 5 metropolitan 
cities during the last 5 years
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Figure 9: Incidence of acid attacks against women in Delhi city during 
the last 5 years
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Figure 10: Incidence of acid attacks against women in Delhi city during 
the last 5 years

completed and 16  (3.0%) were disposed of  by the court in 
2020; and out of  600 cases that went for trial only 3  (0.5%) 
were convicted, 11  (1.8%) were acquitted, in 15  (2.5%) trial 
was completed and 15 (2.5%) were disposed of  by the court 
in 2021. So, from this study it is clear that convicted case and 
acquitted case was slow in India during the last 5 years. Even 
more than 90 per cent of  case of  acid attacks in a year don’t 
reach for trial in the same year in India. A similar finding was 
revealed by Poorvi Gupta.[38]

The number of  acid attack cases against women in metropolitan 
cities went to trial (previous + this year) was 43 in 2017, 57 in 2018, 
74 in 2019, 81 in 2020 and 94 in 2021 [Table 30 and Figure 14], 
whereas incidence of  acid attack in metropolitan cities against 
women were 14, 21, 22, 7 and 16 in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 
2021, respectively. It showed that number of  trial cases appeared 
high compared to incident cases in the corresponding year. 
This also demonstrates that the number of  cases that went for 
trial in a particular year also included incidence of  acid attacks 
against women in metropolitan cities from the previous year. 
Out of  43 cases that went for trial only 1 (2.3%) was convicted, 
2 (4.6%) were acquitted, in 3 (6.9%) trial was completed and 
3 (6.9%) were disposed of  by the court in 2017; out of  57 cases 
that went for trial only 1 (1.7%) was convicted, 1 (1.7%) was 
acquitted, in 2 (3.5%) trial was completed and 2 (3.5%) cases 
were disposed of  by the court in 2018; out of  74 cases that went 
for trial only 2 (2.7%) were convicted, 3 (4.0%) acquitted, trial 

was completed in 5 (6.7%) and 5 (6.7%) were disposed of  by 
the court in 2019; out of  81 cases that went for trial, nobody 
convicted or acquitted or went for trial and only 1 (1.2%) was 
disposed of  by the court in 2020 and out of  94 cases that went 
for trial, nobody convicted, 2 (2.1%) were acquitted, trial was 
completed in 2 (2.1%) cases and 2 (2.1%) were disposed of  by 
the court in 2021. So, from this study it is clear that convicted 
cases and acquitted cases were low in metropolitan cities of  
India. Even more than 90 per cent of  cases of  acid attacks 
in a year don’t reach for trial the same year in metropolitan 
cities in India. So, our study reveals that conditions are more 
compromising in metropolitan cities for acid attack trials and 
cases disposing by the court.

Among 244 incidence of  acid attacks in India, 167  (68.4%) 
persons (male + female) were arrested, and out of  this 149 were 
chargesheeted (89%), 20 convicted (11.9%), 3 discharged 
(1.7%) and 30 person were acquitted (17.9%) in 2017; among 
228 incidence acid attacks, 161 (70.6%) person (male + female) 
arrested and out of  this 149 were chargesheeted (92.5%), 
28 convicted (17.3%), nobody discharged and 13 person acquitted 
(8.0%) in 2018; among 240 incidence of  acid attacks, 210 (87.5%) 
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Figure  13: Court disposal of acid attacks against women in India 
during the last 5 years
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Figure 14: Court disposal of acid attacks against women in metropolitan 
cities during the last 5 years
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Figure 12: Police disposal of crime (acid attacks) against women in 
metropolitan cities during the last 5 years

persons (male + female) were arrested and out of  this 189 were 
chargesheeted (90%), 19 convicted (9%), 2 discharged (0.9%) 
and 15 acquitted (7.14%) in 2019, among 182 incidence of  
acid attacks, 149  (81.8%) persons (male + female) arrested 
and out of  this 135 were chargesheeted (90.6%), 18 convicted 
(12.0%), nobody discharged and 14 person acquitted (9.3%) in 
2020; and among 176 incidence of  acid attacks, 167  (94.8%) 
persons (male + female) were arrested and out of  this 164 were 
chargesheeted (98.2%), 7 convicted (4.1%), 3 discharged (1.7%) 
and 22 acquitted (13.1%) in 2021 [Table 31 and Figure 15]. So, 
our study reveals that the number of  persons arrested for acid 
attacks is quite low than incidence of  acid attacks in the last 
5 years, though the percentage of  arrest is on an increasing trend 
and was 68.4% in 2017 and became 94.8% in 2021. This indicates 
good governance and improving the judicial system in India.

Among incidence of  32 acid attacks in metropolitan cities, 
19  (59.3%) persons (male + female) were arrested, 14 were 
chargesheeted (73.6%), 1 was convicted (5.2%), none was 
discharged and 2 were acquitted (10.2%) in 2017; among 
incidence of  33 acid attacks, 40 (121%) persons (male + female) 
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Figure 11: Police disposal of crime (acid attacks) against women in 
India during the last 5 years
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Figure 16: Disposal of person arrested for acid attacks against women 
in metropolitan cities

were arrested, 39 were chargesheeted (97.5%), 1 was convicted 
(2.5%), no person discharged and 1 was acquitted (2.5%) in 
2018. In the year 2018, arrest of  the persons was more than 
incidence of  acid attacks in metropolitan cities and it was because 
arrest also included previous year’s pending arrests. In the year 
2019, among incidence of  28 acid attacks, 30 (107%) persons 
(male + female) were arrested for acid attacks in metropolitan 
cities, 25 were chargesheeted (83.3%), 3 were convicted (10%), 
no one was discharged and 6 were acquitted (20%). In the 
year 2019, arrests of  the person was more than incidence of  
acid attacks in metropolitan cities and it was because arrest 
also included previous year’s pending arrest. Among incidence 
of  8 acid attacks, 12  (150%) persons (male + female) were 
arrested, 12 were chargesheeted (100%), nobody was convicted, 
nobody was discharged and nobody was acquitted in 2020 
[Table 32 and Figure 16]. In the year 2020, arrests of  the persons 
were more than incidence of  acid attacks in metropolitan cities 
and it was because arrest also included previous year’s pending 
arrest. In incidence of  21 acid attacks, 28  (133%) persons 
(male + female) were arrested, 22 were chargesheeted (78.5%), 
nobody was convicted, nobody was discharged and 2 persons 
were acquitted (7.1%) in 2021. Again, in the year 2021 like years 
2018, 2019 and 2020, arrests of  the persons were more than 
incidence of  acid attacks in metropolitan cities and it was because 
arrest also included previous year’s pending arrest. Present 
study reveals that the judicial system working good and better 
implementation of  law in metropolitan cities than overall India.

Although effort and measure have been taken by the 
government to address the vitriolage, the implementation of  
these steps seems to be incapable of  fighting the acid attack. 
According to Acid Survivors Trust, international research 
shows it takes 5 to 10 years to finish a case of  vitriolage in 
India and the offender was known to the victim in 60 to 70 
per cent of  vitriolage. Despite strict law, acids are still easily 

available in the country without any restriction which makes 
perpetrator do such violent crimes without any fear of  law.[36] 
The parliament has not approved the law specifically dealing 
with chain distribution systems for acid or the exact duties of  
manufacturing companies.[37]

Conclusion

Women suffer manifold violence, and an acid attack is one of  
them. It not only destroys physical health but also destroys mental 
health. Despite strict action taken by the Indian government, 
vitriolage is still prevalent in India. Male dominancy and 
inadequate legal system are responsible for the growing of  such 
incidence. Though there is a standard set by the Supreme Court 
for the sale of  acid, it remains easily available as the guideline are 
frequently violated by the preparator. Many amendments related 
to vitriolage have been made in the Indian penal code but still is 
needed for controlling such terrible crime. Although there are 
guidelines for compensation, many victims of  vitriolage didn’t get 
compensation on time. So, there is a need for not only improving 
guidelines for compensation but also strictly implementing them 
so that each victim of  acid attack can get compensation on time. 
Following steps should be implemented to ameliorate justice for 
the victims of  vitriolage:
1.	 There should be an increased investigation of  vitriolage 

completed on time by police. If  investigation and case 
disposal are on time, it will shorten the time spent by courts 
for final resolvent of  the case.

2.	 Case should not be ended by the police due to any political 
pressure or due to lure of  money.

3.	 Since chargesheeting by police is quite low in comparison to 
incidence of  vitriolage, which play a major role in delaying 
justice to the victim of  vitriolage. Hence case chargesheeting 
should be increased by the police.

4.	 More number of  trials should be completed by the court 
each year.
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Figure 15: Disposal of person arrested for acid attacks against women 
in India during the last 5 years
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5.	 Conviction rate in India should improve each year. There 
should be incorporation of  section 114 B to the Indian 
evidence act with amendments to facilitate increasing 
conviction rate.

6.	 Young people must be educated about non-violence, women’s 
equality and women’s right.
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