Letters to the Editor BRITISH JOURNAL OF CANCER

van Schinkel LD, Willemse PM, van der Meer RW, Burggraaf J, @@@@ This work is licensed under the Creative Commons

van Elderen SG, Smit JW, De Roos A, Osanto S, Lamb HJ (2013) O Attribution-NonCommercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Chemotherapy for testicular cancer induces acute alterations in diastolic
heart function. Br J Cancer 109: 891-896.

Reply: Comment on ‘Chemotherapy for
testicular cancer induces acute alterations in
diastolic heart function’

L D van Schinkel™', P M Willemse?, R W van der Meer?, J Burggraaf4, S G C van Elderen®, J W A Smit’,
A de Roos®, S Osanto? and H J Lamb®
'Department of Endocrinology, C7-q Liden University Medical Center, Albinusdreef 2, 2333ZA Leiden, The Netherlands; °Department

of Clinical Oncology, Leiden University Medical Center, Albinusdreef 2, 2333ZA Leiden, The Netherlands; 3Department of
Radiology, Leiden University Medical Center, Albinusdreef 2, 2333ZA Leiden, The Netherlands and 4Centre for Human Drug

Research, Zernikedreef 10, 2333 CL Leiden, The Netherlands

Sir,

We thank you for the response and valuable comments
(Dieckmann, 2014). We appreciate your contribution by pointing
out that, besides experimental data (Nuver et al, 2010), there is
growing clinical evidence of acute cardiovascular toxicity of
chemotherapy in TC patients, which is most likely based on vascular
wall damage. Previous studies have suggested not only chronic
atherosclerotic effects of chemotherapy for TC, but also more acute
effects of thrombo-embolic origin (Dieckmann et al, 2010).
The increased von Willebrand factor found in patients directly after
chemotherapy contributes to the idea of acute vascular toxicity of
chemotherapy (Dieckmann et al, 2011). It is indeed important for
clinicians treating patients with TC, to appreciate the acute as well as
the more chronic vascular effects of cisplatin-based chemotherapy.
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