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To the Editor,

Braun et al. [1] investigated the association of severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 IgG antibody response levels
with reported adverse events after the administration of first and
second doses of the BNT162b2 (Pfizer Biotechnology) mRNA
vaccine. They followed up for information on adverse events in a
large number of vaccinated people over time using electronic
questionnaires [1].

There seems to be a slight error in the article. The percentage of
females who received the second dose, as shown in Tab 1 of the
article, should be 45 rather than 55 [1]. Furthermore, the conclu-
sion that IgG titres were associated with a higher likelihood of
adverse events seems to be less convincing and requires further
evidence. It is well known that antibody titres correlate with the
strength of vaccine protection. Many factors can affect antibody
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titres, including the type of vaccine and history of infection [2].
Moreover, the severity of symptoms caused by an infection is
related to antibody levels [3]. Similarly, symptoms of coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) may include fever, fatigue, headache, and
paraesthesia, and the more severe the infection, the higher the
antibody titre level. In addition, the severity of COVID-19 is related
to the risk of long COVID or posteCOVID-19 syndrome, which also
includes the aforementioned symptoms. Interestingly, studies on
long or posteCOVID-19 syndrome have suggested gender differ-
ences, with females being more prone to fatigue and anxiety [4],
which is similar to the authors' findings that females are at higher
risk of vaccine-related adverse events. With a high prevalence rate
in Israel, it is difficult to distinguish between symptoms caused by
vaccine-related adverse events and symptoms or sequelae of
COVID-19 by collecting information from electronic questionnaires.
It should also be noted that most adverse events associated with
the BNT162b2 mRNA vaccine occurred within 48 hours of vacci-
nation [5]; therefore, it is more reliable to send an electronic
questionnaire to gather information at the time of vaccination
rather than a week later for patients to review their symptoms.
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