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Delayed large pruritic eruption to the BNT162b2 mRNA vaccine 
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The incidence of delayed cutaneous reactions to the SARS-CoV-2 
mRNA-1273 vaccine has been reported at 0.8% following the initial 
dose. The mean age of those exhibiting these reactions is 43 years. 
The median onset is 8 days post-vaccination, with resolution typi-
cally at a median of 6 days post-onset [1]. Although the “COVID arm” 
has been documented, there are only few detailed reports of it re-
sulting from the administration of the BNT162b2 vaccine [2]. We 
present a case of such a reaction to BNT162b2 in an elderly patient. 

A 75-year-old woman with no prior allergy history exhibited a 
large, pruritic eruption (60 × 35 mm) 5 days following her first dose 
of the vaccine (Fig. 1). It was accompanied neither by pain nor in-
duration and resolved spontaneously 6 days following onset. She 
was encouraged to complete the course, following which there was 
no recurrence. This report documents that delayed cutaneous reac-
tions may follow BNT162b2 administration, even among elderly 
patients, but should not discourage vaccination. 
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Fig. 1. A large, pruritic eruption on the arm following the first dose of BNT162b2 
vaccine. 
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