Case of Puerperal Convulsions. By G. Jokes, m.r.c.s.1.

Mrs. 872, set. tyenty-three, ©f a full plethoric habit, ruddy com-

plexion, and frequently the subject of headache, was taken 1P
labour with her first child on the morning of'the 24th January*

At four p ., the os uteri not being dilated to more than the size
of a half-crown piece, the membranes gave way, and the Jliguor
amnii was evacuated. Severe ]ahour-pains continued, with ut
little interruption, until seven g'clock, at which time the head was

full in the pelvis, and resting upon the perineum, when she was

seized with a convulsive paroxysm. The belly became rlgldly ex-

tended; a frothy saliva, tinged with blood, (occasioned by Piting
her tongue,) issued from her mouth, aclcompanied with stertorous
breathing. I immediately opened 2 vein in the arm, and allowed
the blood to flowuntil a sensible impression was made upon the
system. I then prepared t° deliver my patient with the forceps>
when the uterine action, which had been suspended for the space
of half an hour, returned, and delivery was speedily effected by
the natural efforts. The placenta came gyay in the usual manned

and without 5p., particular discharge. After the Japge of a short
time, she was attacked with a second fit, and I administered the

following draught? ‘
R. Tinct. Opii gtt. xxx.; Sp. JEther. Sylph. 3j.; Mist. Camph. Jjs$
M. fiat haustus.

She expressed herself relieved. The pulse was full, strong, and
frequent, and her face much flushed. After directing the head and
face to be kept constantly wetted witha cold cloth, T left her. Her
husband called me , at two a.m. saying his wife had had seven
fits since I saw her, and of greater violence. I tied up the arifli
and bled her a second time, and dropped a full dose of croton-oi
into her mouth. The convulsions jpgreaging in violence and fre!
quency aftera short interval, I gave her the following powder?-

R. Hydrarg.Subm.9ss.; Acet. Rlorphiae gr. ss. M. fiatpylyig,

This also was administered by dropping into the moyth, for be!
tween the paroxysms she ]gy in a comatose gtate, and uite uncon'
scious of those about her, with a great disinclination to be roused-
I now retired for the night, after having desired the cold appl'ca'
tions to be continued to the head, and some Camphor mixture
given as often as it could be taken ; wishing to see the effect
the calomel and croton-oil upon the powels, before any other ac*
tive measures were resorted to.

25th.??'This qorping the nurse informs me that py, patient has
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passed a miserable pight, having had seventeen fits; she is totally
A ] ' \ . s .
sensible to gyrrounding objects; the pupil i singularly <e=-
tractled,‘ the pulse 120; the countenance much flushed. The
bowe .S not having acted, ! directed an assafoetida glygter, which
speedily relieved them.
Applicl" Empl. Canth. inter goapulas. Applicr Lotio spirit, rapiti rase:
%%r}?ﬂecame quite impossible to administer any medicine of a bulky
Two
N - p.m.?The symptoms
mission. From the ., contracted state of the pupil, and from
w1tnessmg the good effects of belladonna in a similar cage, ! pre-
scribed 4 grain Of the extract to be taken every four hours.
“'ght p.m.*?Has had no fit for an hour and a half. Bowels
lave jcted freely. Coma still continues; pulse 120.
Contr Ext. Belladonnae. Applicr Sinapism pediluv.
2§th.?Has passed a more tranquil night, and free from con-
u[sions. The  blister has risen, but the sinapisms have not
acted.  pylse 120, much softer; she is roused with much diffi-
,Ully; bowels much relaxed; lochia as usual. She has taken in
whole gix grains of the Extract of Belladonna, and with mani-

est
advantage.
Oniittl" Ext. Belladonnas. Contr Lotio. Repetl" Sinapism.?ft. Tinct.

Attyosc' 5ss.; Mist. Caniph. gj. M. fiat Laustus quartaquaque 110r@ sum.
esPeri-?Much wildness of the eyes i <oma quite gone; coun-
ance much flushed. She takes more notice of those about her,

aCtedltA';Ut sPea’n?* Pu'se 130, weak. The gipgpismg have

continue without intermission or

Contr medicamenta.
AA ')Th‘ X ,
il 18 morning, for the first time, she answers my ques-

* ratlonally. Complains much of her head; pulge weak, and

eri'flu.ttering; bowels quite relaxed.
pplicr Hirudines yij, capiti raso.?R. Conf. Aromat. jj.; Mist.Camp.
3 W. M. cocli. larg. iij. quarta quaque hora sumend.?Contr Lotio.

r

esperi.?Has been delirious during part ©of the day, and an-

2% yery incoherently. The same wildness of the gyeg,
tjon » T O sleep during the whole of the pight, Much progira-
< 1,0° strength; pulse frequent and tremulous. She complains

A

?7er head bej_ng llght, and of soreness of her tongue, which
Ceiratec’ at lhe edges, (the effects of the calomel.) Bowels
'el*xed; much thirst, and dry tongue. The symptoms as-
Ing rather o typhoid character.

" Aj Acid. Sulph-Adil- 3j.; Trae. Cinnamon, comp. "{iU-; Hp./Ether,
(flor ' Lis*| ampP'l* 3yy* caP'at coch. larg. iij. quarta quaque

is ni
still
s

' A . .
ﬂJthel : ~ Ext. Hyosciam., Pulv. Ipecac, comp. aa gr. v~ M.fiantpil.
7 POIa somni gumend?.

’lesf,lifgfﬁs Passet* = quieter night, Put complaing of the light-
er ead, and the soreness of her tongue.

<ONLY pedicamenta.
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Until yesterday, her diet has been confined to tea and gruel;
she has since taken some broth.

Vesperi.?Has been out of bed frequently during the day; quite
incoherent in her speech; very restless; is not able to identify

persons.
R. Acetat. Morphise gr. ss. stat. snmend.

The above haying no sedative effect, after a ]apge Of twe hours

she took the following?
R. Ext. Hyosciam. 9ss. in pil. 11] dividend, statim snmendas.

30th.?Has had some comfortable g]eep since.
Two a.m.?Still complains of her head; the ulceration of her
tongue very troublesome.
Applicr Emp. Canth. gapiti raso.?R. Mist. Canipli. gjss, fist haustus
quarta qu&que hora sumendus.? Repetr piluiae Hyosciam. vesperi.
31st.?Has glept comfortably, and is much better ypon
whole, except DT tongue, the soreness of which prevents

taking solid food.
R. Dec. Cinclionae gjgg, fliat haustus guartis horis sumendus.

the
her

From this time she continued to improve daily, and seem Pe-

came convalescent.

Alcester; March 30th, 1287.



