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MiR‑659‑3p inhibits osteosarcoma 
progression and metastasis by inhibiting cell 
proliferation and invasion via targeting SRPK1
Yubao Gong1* and Zheng‑Ren Wei2 

Abstract 

Objective:  Osteosarcoma is the most common primary bone cancer that affects mostly children and young adults. 
Despite the advances in osteosarcoma treatment, the long-term survival rate of metastatic patients has not signifi‑
cantly improved in the past few decades, thus demonstrating the need for novel therapeutic targets or methods to 
improve metastatic osteosarcoma treatment. In this study we aimed to elucidate the role of miR-659-3p and SRPK1 in 
osteosarcoma.

Methods:  We evaluated miR-659-3p and SRPK1 function in osteosarcoma cell proliferation, migration, and cell cycle 
progression in vitro by using gain- and loss-of-function strategies. The effect of miR-659-3p in tumor progression and 
metastasis was determined by in vivo mouse model.

Results:  We revealed that expression of miR-659-3p was significantly downregulated in osteosarcoma compared 
with normal bone cells and was inversely correlated with serine-arginine protein kinase 1 (SRPK1) expression. We 
proved that miR-659-3p targets 3’ UTR of SRPK1 and negatively regulates SRPK1 expression in osteosarcoma cells 
via luciferase assay. In vitro studies revealed that gain of miR-659-3p function inhibited osteosarcoma cells growth, 
migration, and invasion by down-regulating SRPK1 expression. Inversely, inhibiting miR-659-3p in osteosarcoma cells 
promoted cell growth, migration, and invasion. Cell cycle profile analysis revealed that miR-659-3p inhibited osteo‑
sarcoma cells’ G1/G0 phase exit by down-regulating SRPK1 expression. By using an in vivo mouse model, we demon‑
strated that miR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma tumor progression and lung metastasis by inhibiting SRPK1 expression 
and potentially downstream cell proliferation, and epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition genes.

Conclusions:  This study demonstrated that miR-659-3p is a potential therapeutic method and SRPK1 is a potential 
therapeutic target for osteosarcoma treatment.
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Introduction
Osteosarcoma is the most common primary bone cancer 
that affects mostly children and young adults, although it 
can occur at any age range [1]. In the recent years, the 

overall survival rate of osteosarcoma patients has greatly 
increased due to advances in the osteosarcoma treat-
ment. However, in the recent decades, the long-term 
survival rate of osteosarcoma patients with metastatic 
tumors has remained at about 25% due to lack of effective 
treatment for metastatic osteosarcoma [2]. Thus, there is 
an urgent need to develop novel therapeutic targets for 
metastatic osteosarcoma treatment.
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Fundamental processes in the mammalian gene expres-
sion include pre-mRNA splicing and alternative splic-
ing, which are methods of generating protein diversity in 
mammalian cells. Most cellular processes, such as tran-
scription, DNA replication, etc. depend on the proper 
function of spliceosome, because nearly all of the genes 
undergo pre-mRNA splicing and alternative splicing [3]. 
As an important unit of a spliceosome, the serine-argi-
nine protein kinase 1 (SRPK1) phosphorylates splicing 
factors rich in serine/arginine domains (SR proteins) such 
as SRFS1 (serine/arginine-rich splicing factor 1) [4, 5]. By 
interacting with chaperone proteins, SRPK1 regulates the 
network for splicing, controlling the distribution of splic-
ing factors within the nuclear [6, 7]. Therefore, SRPK1 
is a critical player in pre-mRNA splicing and alternative 
splicing regulation, which affects almost all cellular pro-
cesses such as proliferation, apoptosis, etc. The aberrant 
function of alternative splicing has been suggested as a 
key mechanism of carcinogenesis and linked to the hall-
marks of several cancers [8, 9]. In fact, SRPK1 has been 
proved to play critical roles in many different cancers, 
such as gastric cancer [10, 11], lung cancer [12], breast 
cancer [13–17], prostate cancer [18–20], leukemia [21], 
hepatocellular carcinoma [22, 23], and so on. Targeting 
SRPK1 as a cancer treatment has been tested on cell lines 
and animal models (reviewed in [24]). However, whether 
SRPK1 plays any role in osteosarcoma is not clear.

MicroRNAs (miRNA) are a group of small non-coding-
RNA molecules that negatively regulate gene expression 
at the post-transcriptional level by binding to mRNA [25, 
26]. Numerous miRNAs have been found differentially 
expressed in osteosarcoma compared with normal bone 
tissue [27]. MiRNAs are known to play an essential role 
in the pathogenesis of osteosarcoma either as oncogenic 
or tumor suppressor agents because, depending on the 
targets, miRNA can regulate genes that play essential 
roles in cell proliferation, adhesion, invasion, migration, 
and metastasis, and apoptosis [28–30].  A few miRNAs 
has been identified to be play roles in osteosarcoma, such 
as miR-627-3p targets Pleiotrophin (PTN), which inhib-
its osteosarcoma cell proliferation and metastasis [31]. In 
addition, a classical tumor suppressor known as miR-34a 
has been found to inhibits osteosarcoma through mul-
tiple targets [32, 33]; MiR-199a-3p was found to be able 
to inhibit osteosarcoma as well by targeting Adenylate 
Kinase 4 (AK4) [34], and so on. Therefore, functional 
assessment of miRNA can be very important to not only 
determine its role in osteosarcoma pathogenesis and 
malignancy but also develop possible therapeutic method 
for osteosarcoma treatment [28, 35].

Taken together, elucidating whether SRPK1 plays a 
role in osteosarcoma progression and metastasis may 
provide novel osteosarcoma novel treatment target, and 

identification of novel miRNAs target SRPK1 in osteo-
sarcoma may also provide a new therapeutic method 
for osteosarcoma treatment. In this study, we identified 
miR-659-3p as a negative regulator of SRPK1 gene in 
osteosarcoma cells. For the first time, we reported that 
miR-659–39 inhibits osteosarcoma cells growth in vitro 
and inhibits osteosarcoma tumor progression and metas-
tasis in vivo by targeting SRPK1 gene expression. These 
findings may have established foundations for osteosar-
coma treatment.

Material and methods
miRNA expression dataset and analysis
Non-coding RNA profiling data GSE28425 [36] was 
downloaded from Gene Expression Omnibus website: 
https://​www.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​geo. The GEO2R interac-
tive tool was used to determine differential expression 
between osteosarcoma and control groups by calculat-
ing log base 2 of fold change (log2(FC)). Significance in 
fold change was determined from the adjusted p-value 
parameter calculated by the GEO2R interactive tool.

Osteosarcoma cell lines and culture
The osteosarcoma cell lines, HOS, U-2 OS, MG-63, Saos-
2, and normal osteoblast cell line hFOB1.19 were pur-
chased from ATCC (www.​ATCC.​org) and maintained in 
our laboratory. The HOS and MG-63 cells were cultured 
in Eagle’s Minimum Essential Medium (Hyclone) sup-
plied with 10% FBS (Gibco), 1% Penicillin–Streptomycin 
(Solarbio) at 37˚C 5% CO2. The Saos-2 and U-2OS cells 
were cultured in DMEM medium (Hyclone) contain-
ing 10% FBS and 1% Penicillin–Streptomycin at 37˚C 5% 
CO2. The normal osteoblast cell line hFOB1.19 cells were 
cultured in DMEM/F12 medium (Gibco) containing 10% 
FBS and 1% Penicillin–Streptomycin at 37˚C 5% CO2.

Cell transfection
For transfecting the HOS or Saos-2 cells, the cells were 
plated in 6-well plates at the density of 3X105 cells/well 
and cultured at 37˚C, 5% CO2 for 16  h. The cells were 
then transfected with irrelevant scramble miRNA as con-
trol (5’-CAG​UAC​UUU​UGU​GUA​GUA​CAA-3’, 100 pmol/
well) or miR-659 mimic (5’-CUU​GGU​UCA​GGG​AGG​
GUC​CCCA-3’, 100  pmol/well), or miR-659-3p inhibitor 
(5’-UGG​GGA​CCC​UCC​CUG​AAC​CAAG-3’, 100  pmol/
well) by using Lipofectamine 2000 (Life technologies) 
and following manufacturer instructions. To overex-
press SRPK1, the cells were transfected with expression 
vector pcDNA3.1 containing SRPK1 cDNA sequence 
(NM_003137.5) or empty pcDNA3.1 vector control (both 
were transfected with 1.5 μg/well). The overexpression of 
miR-659-3p or SRPK1 was confirmed by real-time PCR 
and/or Western blot.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/geo
http://www.ATCC.org
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RNA isolation and Real‑Time PCR
Total RNA was isolated from cells or tumor tissues by 
placing the cells or tissues in 1 ml Tryzol reagent (Invitro-
gen) and homogenized with Fluko homogenizer for 20 s. 
Total RNA was then isolated by following Tryzol reagent 
protocol. One microgram of total RNA from each sample 
was used to synthesize first strand cDNA by using Rever-
tAid First Strand cDNA Synthesis Kit (Fermentas) and 
following the kit protocol. The first strand cDNA samples 
were used as a temperate for real-time PCR to quantify 
the expression of mRNA by using SYBR green (Ther-
mofisher) and gene-specific primers (listed in Table  1). 
Additionally, GAPDH was used as an internal control. 
For quantification of miRNA, 2  μg of total RNA was 
used for poly-A tailing reaction by using New England 
BioLabs Poly-A polymerase. The RNA was then reverse 
transcribed into cDNA by using universal RT primer 
(5’-GCA​GAT​CGT​CAG​AAT​TCC​AGGC(T)20VN-3’, 
V = A,C,G,N = A,C,G,T) and SuperScript III reverse 
transcriptase (Life Technologies). Real-time PCR was 
then performed to quantify miRNA by using universal 
primer 5’-GCA​GAT​CGT​CAG​AAT​TCC​AG-3’ and miR-
659-3p specific primers (Table  1). Additionally, small 
non-coding RNA U6 was used as an internal control.

Cell proliferation assay with Cell Counting Kit‑8 (CCK8)
Cell growth assays were performed as reported before 
[28]. Briefly, 3000 transfected HOS or Saos-2 osteosar-
coma cells were plated in each well of 96-well plates in 
complete growth medium. CCK8 (SAB) was diluted in 
serum-free medium (1:10). After the cells were further 
cultured at 37˚C, 5% CO2 for 12, 24, 48, and 72 h, 100 μl 
of diluted CCK8 was added to each well and incubated 
at 37˚C, 5% CO2 for 1 h. At each time point, OD 450 nm 
was measured in a plate reader (Pulang New Technology, 
Beijing).

Cell migration assay
To test the migration capability of the cells, 8X105 trans-
fected HOS or Saos-2 osteosarcoma cells were plated in 
each well of 6-well plates in complete growth medium 
and cultured till confluence. The growth medium was 
then removed, and a gap of the cells was created by 

scratching the cells with a 1000 μl tip. The cells were then 
washed with PBS to remove the loose cells from the wells, 
and the cells were further cultured in complete growth 
medium for 12 and 24 h. The size of the gap was recorded 
by taking pictures of the gaps at each time point.

Transwell cell invasion assay
Osteosarcoma cell invasion capability was assayed in 
transwells (Corning). Briefly, the transfected HOS or 
Saos-2 cells were starved in serum-free medium for 24 h. 
The cells were then plated in the upper chamber of the 
transwells at the density of 5X104/well in 200 μl serum-
free medium and inserted the upper chamber into the 
lower chamber containing 700  μl growth medium con-
taining 10% FBS. The cells were cultured at 37˚C, 5% CO2 
for 24 h. The cells in the lower chamber were fixed with 
4% formalin at room temperature for 10 min after remov-
ing the upper chamber and growth medium from the 
wells. The cells were then washed with PBS and stained 
with 0.5% Crystal Violet at room temperature for 30 min 
and washed with PBS 3 times. The numbers of cells 
migrated into the lower chamber were scored by taking 
photosof the stained cells under microscope and count-
ing the number of cells in each picture.

Dual luciferase assay
The whole 3’ UTR sequence of SRPK1 gene (NCBI acces-
sion number: NM_003137) was obtained from NCBI 
library (Supplemental file 1). A 2288  bp wild-type (wt) 
SRPK1 3’ UTR DNA fragment and a putative miR-659-3p 
binding sites eliminated mutant 3’ UTR DNA fragment 
(Supplemental File 1) were synthesized (General Bio, 
Shanghai) and inserted into the 3’ of luciferase gene in 
the pGL3-promoter-Luc2 vector (Promega) by using Xba 
I restriction site. The result plasmids (called pGL3-wt 
and pGL3-mut hereafter) were sequenced to confirm the 
right orientation and sequences. Log phase HOS osteo-
sarcoma cells were plated in 6-well plates at the density 
of 3 X 105/well and cultured at 37˚C, 5% CO2 for 24  h. 
The cells were then co-transfected with combination of 
a, 1.5  μg of pGL3-wt, 20  ng of pRL-TK (Renilla lucif-
erase control reporter vector, Promega), and 100  pmol 
of scramble miRNA; b, 1.5 μg of pGL3-wt, 20 ng of pRL-
TK, and 100 pmol of miR-659-3p; c, 1.5 μg of pGL3-mut, 
20 ng of pRL-TK, and 100 pmol of miR-659-3p, by using 
Lipofectamine 2000 and following the manufacturer’s 
protocol. The cells were washed with PBS and lysed with 
lysis buffer 48 h after transfection. Luciferase activity was 
analyzed with a dual luciferase assay kit (Promega).

Western blot analysis
Total protein was extracted from the cells in culture or 
tumor tissue. Tumor tissues (about 20 mg of each sample) 

Table 1  Real-time PCR primers sequence

Gene name Forward primer sequence Reverse primer sequence

miR-659-3p TTG​GTT​CAG​GGA​GGG​TCC​
CCA​

GCA​GAT​CGT​CAG​AAT​TCC​AG

U6 CTC​GCT​TCG​GCA​GCACA​ AAC​GCT​TCA​CGA​ATT​TGC​GT

SRPK1 TGA​TAC​AGA​GGG​TGG​TGC​ TTT​GGG​AGC​TTA​GGA​AAC​

GAPDH AAT​CCC​ATC​ACC​ATC​TTC​ AGG​CTG​TTG​TCA​TAC​TTC​
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were washed with ice-cold PBS and were homogenized 
in RIPA buffer with a homogenizer on ice. Homog-
enized tumor tissues were then centrifuged at 12,000 
RPM, 4ºC to remove the debris. The protein concentra-
tion of the supernatant was measured with Pierce BCA 
Protein Assay Reagent A (Thermo Fisher Scientific US, 
Cat# 23223). The cells cultured on the plate were washed 
with ice-cold PBS twice and directly lysed in RIPA buffer. 
Cell lysates were centrifuged at 12,000 RPM, 4ºC to 
remove the debris. Approximately 25  μg (from cells) or 
50 μg (from tissue) of total protein was loaded into each 
well and separated by sodium dodecyl sulphate–poly-
acrylamide gel (SDS-PAGE) electrophoresis in a 10% 
polyacrylamide gel and transferred to immunoblot nitro-
cellulose (NC) membranes (Millipore). The membranes 
were sometimes stained with ATX Ponceau S red staining 
solution (Sigma Cat# 09189) to ensure the proteins were 
transferred. The target protein area was then cut from the 
whole membranes. The membranes were incubated with 
primary antibody against SRPK1 (Abcam, Cat# ab 90527, 
1:500), PCNA (Abcam, Cat# ab92552, 1:1000), Ki67 
(Abcam, Cat# ab16667, 1:2000), E-Cadherin (Cell Signal-
ing Technologies, Cat# 14472, 1:1000), N-Cadherin (Cell 
Signaling Technologies, Cat# 13116, 1:1000), or GAPDH 
(Proteintech Cat# 60004–1-1G, 1:5000), followed by 
incubation with horseradish peroxidase-conjugated sec-
ondary antibodies (Biyuntian, China, Cat# A0208 and 
A0216, both 1:2000). ECL Western blotting analysis sys-
tem was used to detect the binding of primary and sec-
ondary antibodies.

Cell cycle profile analysis
Cell cycle profile analysis was performed as reported 
before [28]. Briefly, transfected HOS or Saos-2 cells were 
trypsinized from culture dishes and washed with ice-cold 
PBS twice. The cells were fixed by resuspending in ice-
cold 70% ethanol and stored at -20˚C for 24 h. The cells 
were then washed with ice-cold PBS twice and stained 
with 20 μg/ml propidium iodide (Cell Cycle and Apopto-
sis Analysis kit, Beyotime) in 0.1% Triton-X 100/PBS with 
0.2 μg/ml RNase A at a final concentration of 2X106 cells/
ml at 37˚C for 30 min. After staining, the cells were kept 
on ice and subject to FACS analysis (Beckman CytoFLEX 
flow cytometer). The cell cycle profile data was analyzed 
by using FlowJo software.

Cell apoptosis assay
To evaluate whether miR-659-3p promotes osteosar-
coma cells apoptosis, we utilized relative low miR-659-3p 
expression HOS cell line and relative high miR-659-3p 
expression Saos-2 cell line. HOS osteosarcoma cells were 
transfected with miR-659-3p mimic after overnight cul-
ture. Saos-2 cells were transfected with miR-659-3p 

inhibitor as described in cell transfection section. After 
48  h culturing post transfection, the cells were briefly 
trypsinized and washed with FACS buffer (10% FBS in 
PBS), and then resuspended in Annixin V binding buffer 
and stained with FITC conjugated Annixin V (Biyun-
tian, Beijing, Cat# C1062) for 15  min. The cells were 
then washed once with FACS buffer and resuspended 
in 400  mL FACS buffer with propidium iodide (PI) and 
placed in the dark on ice. The cells were subjected to 
FACS analysis (Beckman CytoFLEX flow cytometer). The 
FACS data was analyzed by using FlowJo software.

SRPK1 immunofluorescence staining
The protocol for immunofluorescence staining of the 
osteosarcoma sections was adapted from literature [37] 
and modified accordingly. Briefly, formalin fixed and par-
affin-embedded osteosarcoma tissues were sectioned at 
5–7  μm thickness. Sections then went through steps of 
deparaffinization, and incubation overnight at 4  °C with 
antibodies against SRPK1 (Proteintech, Cat# 14073–1-
AP, 1:200 dilution). Sections were then incubated with 
an anti-rabbit secondary antibody conjugated with Alexa 
Fluor® 488 (Cell Signaling) after washed with wash-
ing buffer. The sections were mounted with mounting 
medium contains DAPI for counterstain.  Images were 
acquired under fluorescent microscope.

In vivo tumor model
All animal studies were approved by the Jilin University 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee. Six-week-
old female Balb/c athymic nude mice were purchased 
from Shanghai Experimental Animal Center of Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences. During the experiments, the 
mice were maintained in a special pathogen-free (SPF) 
grade facility. HOS osteosarcoma cells were cultured 
in 100  mm cell culture dishes until about 85% conflu-
ent and were collected from culture dishes with 0.05% 
Trypsin (Life technology). The cells were re-suspended 
in serum-free medium at 2X107 cell/ml final concentra-
tion. Nude mice were randomly separated into 2 groups, 
with 6 mice in each group. Each mouse received 100 μl 
of cells injected subcutaneously (2 X 106 cells/mouse). 
The mice were monitored closely every day. One group 
of mice were injected with 1 pmol of miR-659-3p mimic 
and the other group of mice were injected with scram-
ble miRNA control via tail vein a week after tumor cells 
injection. MiR-659-3p or control miRNA was intrave-
nously administered to the mice every 3 days for 3 total 
injections. The tumor sizes were measured when the 
tumors started to be visible and measured every 3 days. 
The volume of the tumor was calculated as indicated in 
the figure. Lung metastasis was determined by counting 
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the number of tumors from 5 sections of the lungs cut at 
different depths and after H&E staining.

Statistics analysis
All data presented in this manuscript are the 
mean ± standard deviation (SD). The comparison 
between two groups was analyzed with two-tailed Stu-
dent’s T-Test. The comparisons among multiple groups 
were made with one-way or two-way ANOVA. P values 
less than 0.05 were considered statistically significant.

Results
MiR‑659‑3p targets 3’ UTR of SRPK1 gene and inhibits 
SRPK1 gene expression in osteosarcoma cells
In order to identify the miRNAs that target SRPK1, we 
analyzed differentially expressed microRNAs in the 
existing data set from NCBI Gene Expression Omnibus 
GSE28423, which was performed on 19 human osteosar-
coma cell lines with 4 normal bone cell lines as control 

[36, 38]. We found that a total of 139 microRNAs were 
significantly down-regulated (logFC ≤ -1) in osteosar-
coma compared to normal cells (Supplemental file 2). 
Meanwhile, we performed TargetScan search for the 
miRNAs that potentially target SRPK1 gene 3’ UTR and 
found 830 miRNAs that are predicted to bind to SRPK1 
gene 3’ UTR. Among these 830 miRNAs, 11 of them 
were significantly down-regulated in the osteosarcoma 
based on the GSE28423 dataset analysis (Supplemental 
Fig. 1). A literature search found that 5 of these 11 miR-
NAs had not been reported to play roles in osteosarcoma 
by the time we analyzed the data. Thus, we performed 
preliminary screening of 5 novel miRNAs potentially tar-
geting SRPK1 in osteosarcoma cell lines. We found that 
the miR-659-3p expression exhibited a reverse correla-
tion with the expression of SRPK1 in osteosarcoma cell 
lines (Fig.  1A-D). Figure  1 A showed that miR-659-3p 
expression was downregulated by analyzing the expres-
sion data from dataset GSE28423. Real-Time PCR result 

Fig.1  MiR-659-3p targets SRPK1 gene 3’UTR and negatively regulates SRPK1 expression in osteosarcoma cells. A MiR-659-3p was downregulated 
in human osteosarcoma compared with normal bone cells. The data was analyzed from the existing dataset from NCBI Gene Expression Omnibus 
GSE28423. B Quantitative real-time PCR verified that downregulated expression of miR-659-3p in human osteosarcoma cell lines compared with 
normal bone cells (hFOB1.19). C Quantitative real-time PCR showed that relative mRNA expression of SRPK1 is upregulated in osteosarcoma cell 
lines compared with normal bone cells. D Reverse correlation between miR-659-3p expression and SRPK1 mRNA expression in the cell lines 
assayed. E Worse prognosis observed in low miR-659-3p expression osteosarcoma patients compared with high miR-659-3p expression patients. 
F Alignment of miR-659-3p and SRPK1 3’ UTR showed potential targeting sites. G Western blot showed SRPK1 protein expression in human 
osteosarcoma cell lines, which confirmed the rough reverse correlation with miR-659-3p expression in the cell lines. SRPK1 and GAPDH western 
blots were performed on different gels. H Luciferase assay confirmed that miR-659-3p targets SRPK1 3’ UTR and negatively regulated its expression. 
** indicates P < 0.01 and *** indicates P < 0.001 compared with control
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revealed that the expression of miR-659-3p was signifi-
cantly downregulated in osteosarcoma cell lines com-
pared with normal bone (Fig. 1B). The mRNA expression 
of SRPK1 was significantly upregulated in the osteo-
sarcoma cell lines compared to normal bone cell lines 
(Fig.  1C). A reverse correlation was found between the 
relative expression of miR-659-3p and SRPK1 mRNA in 
the cell lines (Fig.  1D). Interestingly, we found that low 
miR-659-3p expression is correlated with a worse prog-
nosis in osteosarcoma patients (Fig. 1E), although it was 
not statistically significant due to the small numbers of 
patients. This is the only dataset that we can find available 
that has greater than 80 patients in the study. In order to 
further identify the miR-659-3p binding site(s) in SRPK1 
3’ UTR, we performed a TargetScan search and sequence 
alignment analysis. TargetScan predicted one binding 
site (Fig. 1F Site 1) and through sequence alignment, and 
additional putative binding site was also found (Fig.  1F, 
Site 2). Taken together, we hypothesized that miR-659-3p 
targets SRPK1 gene, and negatively regulates SRPK1 gene 
expression. To prove this hypothesis, we first performed 
Western blot to assay the protein level expression in the 
osteosarcoma cell lines and FOB1.19 cells. Interestingly, 
SRPK1 expression at the protein level was also found to 
be downregulated in these cell lines (Fig.  1G). A lucif-
erase reporter assay was further performed to confirm 
that miR-659-3p targets SRPK1 gene 3’UTR sequence 
and regulates SRPK1 gene expression. To eliminate the 
possibility of redundancy, both putative miR-659-3p 
binding sites were mutated in the 3’ UTR. The wild type 
and mutant SRPK1 gene 3’ UTR sequences were cloned 
into the 3’ of a luciferase reporter gene. If our hypothesis 
is correct, increase of miR-659-3p will target the 3’UTR 
sequence linked to luciferase RNA and will degrade 
luciferase RNA. Therefore, luciferase activity in the miR-
659-3p mimic transfected cells will be reduced. Figure 1H 
showed that miR-659-3p mimic transfection significantly 
reduced luciferase activity in HOS cells with wild-type 
3’UTR, but did not reduce luciferase activity when the 
miR-659-3p targeting sequence was mutated (Fig.  1H 
and Supplemental file 1). This data indicated that miR-
659-3p specifically targets SRPK1 3’ UTR and negatively 
regulates SRPK1 gene expression.

MiR‑659‑3p inhibits osteosarcoma cells proliferation 
and migration in vitro
SRPK1 plays a role in several cancers, although whether 
SRPK1 plays any role in osteosarcoma has not been estab-
lished. Here we first asked the question of whether miR-
659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cells proliferation in  vitro 
by negatively regulating SRPK1 expression. Transfection 
efficiency of miR-659-3p mimic in HOS cells was con-
firmed by real-time PCR, which showed above 40 fold 

increase of miR-659-3p (Fig.  2A). As expected, overex-
pression of miR-659-3p reduced expression of SRPK1 on 
mRNA level (Fig.  2B) and protein level by western blot 
(Fig. 2C). HOS osteosarcoma cells proliferation was sig-
nificantly inhibited by miR-659-3p mimic transfection 
(Fig.  2D). We further assessed HOS osteosarcoma cells’ 
migration capability. HOS osteosarcoma cells transfected 
with scramble miRNA or miR-659-3p mimic were cul-
tured in 6-well plates till confluent. Cell gaps were cre-
ated by scratching the cells with a 1 mL pipette tip. The 
cells were further cultured and the gap sizes were moni-
tored. As shown in Fig.  1E and F, miR-659-3p mimic 
transfection significantly slowed HOS osteosarcoma 
cell migration. We further hypothesized that inhibiting 
SRPK1 expression by miR-659-3p transfection will inhibit 
HOS cell invasion. To test this hypothesis, we cultured 
HOS osteosarcoma cells either transfected with scram-
ble miRNA or miR-659-3p mimic in the upper cham-
ber of transwells. The cells migrated through transwells 
into the lower chamber of the plate after 24 h of culture 
were fixed, stained with crystal violet, and the cell num-
ber was counted after imaging. As shown in Fig. 2G and 
H, miR-659-3p significantly inhibited osteosarcoma cells 
invasion. HOS cells transfected with control scramble 
miRNA, 176 ± 6.8 cells were observed in each view in 
the lower chamber. However, only 97 ± 2.3 cells were 
observed in each view in the lower chamber transfected 
with miR-659-3p mimic. This data demonstrated that 
miR-659-3p inhibited SRPK1 expression and inhibited 
osteosarcoma cell proliferation, migration, and invasion.

Inhibiting miR‑659‑3p promotes osteosarcoma cells 
proliferation and migration in vitro
The finding that miR-659-3p mimic inhibits SRPK1 
expression and inhibits osteosarcoma cells prolifera-
tion and migration, leads us to further hypothesis that 
inhibiting miR-659-3p in osteosarcoma cells will pro-
mote cell proliferation and migration. To test this 
hypothesis, we transfected Saos-2 osteosarcoma cells 
with miR-659-3p inhibitor. Quantitative real-time PCR 
confirmed that miR-659-3p expression was significantly 
downregulated by miR-659-3p inhibitor transfection 
(Fig.  3A). Real-time PCR also revealed that SRPK1 
mRNA expression was upregulated by inhibiting miR-
659-3p (Fig.  3B). Further analysis via Western blot 
confirmed SRPK1 protein expression was also upregu-
lated (Fig. 3C). After scrambled miRNA or miR-659-3p 
inhibitor transfection, we assayed cell proliferation. Fig-
ure 3 D showed that inhibiting miR-659-3p significantly 
increased Saos-2 osteosarcoma cells proliferation. By 
inhibiting miR-659-3p, there is a significantly higher 
migration capability, as indicated by the wound heal-
ing experiment (Fig. 3 E, G). Furthermore, the transwell 
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invasion assay demonstrated that inhibiting miR-
659-3p significantly increased Saos-2 osteosarcoma 
cells invasion as indicated by the increased number 
of cells found in the lower chamber of the transwells 

(Fig.  3F, H). Ultimately, this data demonstrated that 
miR-659-3p negatively regulates SRPK1 expression and 
plays a role in osteosarcoma cells proliferation, migra-
tion, and invasion.

Fig. 2  MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cells growth, migration, and invasion. A Real-time PCR confirmed that transfection of miR-659-3p mimic 
increased miR-659-3p in osteosarcoma cells. B Real-time PCR showed downregulated SRPK1 expression by miR-659-3p mimic transfection. C 
Western blot confirmed SRPK1 expression was down-regulated on protein level. SRPK1 and GAPDH western blots were performed on different 
gels. D Transfection of miR-659-3p inhibited HOS cell growth. E Representative pictures of HOS osteosarcoma cells wound gap at 0, 12, and 24 h 
of culture. F Quantification of the HOS cell wound gap after 12 and 24 h culture (n = 3), which showed transfection of miR-659-3p mimic slowed 
HOS wound healing in cell culture dish. G Representative pictures of crystal violet stained HOS cells in the bottom chamber of transwells. H 
Quantification of HOS cells migrated through transwells to the bottom chamber (n = 3). ** indicates P < 0.01 and *** indicates P < 0.001 compared to 
Scramble control
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MiR‑659‑3p regulates osteosarcoma cells proliferation 
by affecting G1/G0 phase exit
SRPK1 was first characterized as a cell cycle regulated pro-
tein [39]. The findings that miR-659-3p targeted SRPK1 
3’UTR, negatively regulated SRPK1 expression, and regu-
lated osteosarcoma cell proliferation lead us to further 
explore the hypothesis that miR-659-3p affects osteosar-
coma cell cycle progression through SRPK1. To test this 
hypothesis, we performed cell cycle profiling of osteosar-
coma cells by FACS analysis. The HOS or Saos-2 cells were 
transfected with miR-659-3p mimic or inhibitor, respec-
tively. After the cells were fixed, permeabilized, and stained 
with propidium iodide (PI), the cells were analyzed by 
FACS analysis. As shown in Fig. 4 A and C, transfection of 

miR-659-3p mimic increased the percentage of G1/G0 cells 
from 54.66% ± 0.50 (scramble control) to 67.09% ± 0.57 
(P < 0.001). Inversely, inhibiting miR-659-3p by transfection 
of miR-659-3p inhibitor significantly reduced the percent-
age of Saos-2 osteosarcoma cells (from 53.79% ± 0.49 to 
42.71% ± 1.09, P < 0.001, Fig. 4 B and C). This data indicated 
that miR-659-3p affects osteosarcoma cells’ G1/G0 phase 
exit by negatively regulating SRPK1 expression.

Overexpression of SRPK1 attenuates inhibition effect 
of miR‑659‑3p in osteosarcoma cells proliferation, 
migration and cell cycle progression
To further prove that miR-659-3p regulates osteosar-
coma cells proliferation, migration, and invasion through 

Fig. 3  Inhibiting miR-659-3p increases osteosarcoma cells growth, migration, and invasion. A Transfection of miR-659-3p inhibitor decreased 
miR-659-3p level in Saos-2 osteosarcoma cells. B Real-time PCR revealed that inhibiting miR-659-3p increased SRPK1 mRNA expression by 3.7 
folds in Saos-2 cells. Transfection of Has-miR-1225-5P inhibitor increase U2OS cells growth. C Western blot confirmed that SRPK1 expression was 
up-regulated on protein level by inhibiting miR-659-3p. SRPK1 and GAPDH western blots were performed on different gels. D Inhibiting miR-659-3p 
promoted Saos-2 cell growth. E Representative pictures of Saos-2 cells wound gap at 0, 12, and 24 h of culture. F Representative pictures of crystal 
violet stained Saos-2 cells invaded through transwells to the bottom chamber of the wells. G Quantification of Saos-2 cells wound gap after 12 and 
24 h (n = 3), which showed miR-659-3p inhibitor significantly increased wound healing in cell culture dishes. H. Quantification of Saos-2 cells in the 
bottom chambers (n = 3). ** indicates P < 0.01 and *** indicates P < 0.001 compared to scramble control



Page 9 of 16Gong and Wei ﻿BMC Cancer          (2022) 22:934 	

SRPK1, we utilized the SRPK1 gain-of-function strat-
egy. HOS osteosarcoma cells were co-transfected with 
pCDNA3.1 expression vector containing human SRPK1 
cDNA sequence (SRPK1/pCDNA) and miR-659-3p mimic. 
Combinations of empty pCDNA3.1 vector with scram-
ble miRNA, SRPK1/pCDNA with scramble miRNA, and 
empty pCDNA3.1 vector with miR-659-3p were used as 
controls. The expression of SRPK1 on mRNA level and 
protein level were confirmed by quantitative real-time 
PCR (Fig.  5A) and Western blot (Fig.  5B). As expected, 
empty pCDNA3.1 vector with miR-659-3p mimics trans-
fected cells expressed reduced SRPK1 mRNA and protein, 
which further confirmed that miR-659-3p targets SRPK1 
expression and SRPK1/pCDNA with scramble miRNA 
transfected cells increased SRPK1 expression (Fig. 5A, B). 
Overexpression of SRPK1 significantly increased HOS 
osteosarcoma cells proliferation (Fig.  5C, compare green 
line with blue line) and rescued miR-659-3p inhibition of 
HOS cells proliferation (Fig. 5C, compare purple line with 
red line). In the wound healing assay, the gap sizes of SRPK1 

overexpressed cells were significantly smaller than the con-
trols (Fig.  5D and E, compare green line with blue line, 
and purple line with red line), which indicated that over-
expression of SRPK1 increased osteosarcoma cells migra-
tion. In contrast, knocking down SRPK1 expression by 
miR-659-3p mimics decreased osteosarcoma cells migra-
tion (Mimic + vector) (Fig.  5D and E). However, SRPK1 
overexpression mitigated inhibition of osteosarcoma cells 
migration by miR-659-3p (Fig. 5D and E, compare purple 
line with red line). To further elucidate the role of SRPK1 
in miR-659-3p inhibition of osteosarcoma cells invasion, 
we used the same groups of cells as above and performed 
a transwell cell invasion assay. This experiment confirmed 
that miR-659-3p reduced osteosarcoma cell invasion 
(Fig. 5F and G). Moreover, SRPK1 overexpression increased 
the capability of osteosarcoma cell invasion and rescued 
the inhibitory effect of miR-659-3p (Fig. 5F and G). Thus, 
we further investigated whether SRPK1 overexpression can 
rescue the effect of miR-659-3p on osteosarcoma cell G1/
G0 phase exit. The SRPK1 overexpressed cells exhibited 

Fig. 4  MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cells cell cycle from G1/G0 to S phase transition. A Transfection of miR-659-3p mimic in HOS 
osteosarcoma cells, increased G1/G0 phase cells from 54.7% to 67.1%. B Transfection of miR-659-3p inhibitor in Saos-2 cells decreased G1/G0 phase 
cells from 53.8% to 42.7%. C. Representative FACS plot showed the increase and decrease percentage of G1/G0 phase cells after transfection with 
miR-659-3p mimic or inhibitor compared to scramble control. ** indicates P < 0.01 and *** indicates P < 0.001 compared to scramble control
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Fig. 5  Overexpression of SRPK1 attenuated inhibition of miR-659-3p in osteosarcoma cells growth, migration, and invasion. A Real-time PCR 
showed that overexpression of SRPK1 restored SRPK1 mRNA expression in miR-659-3p mimic transfected HOS cells. B Western blot confirmed that 
overexpression of SRPK1 restored SRPK1 protein level in HOS osteosarcoma cells (lane 4). SRPK1 expression was knocked down by miR-659-3p mimic 
(lane 2). SRPK1 and GAPDH western blots were performed on different gels. C Overexpression of SRPK1 increased HOS cells growth (Green line and 
Blue line, P < 0.001 n = 3), and attenuated miR-659-3p inhibition of HOS cells growth (Purple line and Red line, P < 0.001 n = 3). D Quantification 
of HOS cells wound gap after 12 and 24 h culture. E Representative pictures of HOS cells wound gap after 12 and 24 h culture showed that 
overexpression of SRPK1 accelerated wound healing in the dishes. F Transwell invasion assay showed that inhibition of SRPK1 expression by 
miR-659-3p mimic decreased HOS cells invasion and overexpression of SRPK1 increased HOS cells invasion. G Quantification of cell numbers in the 
lower chambers of transwells. H Representative FACS histogram plots showed that SRPK1 overexpression decreased G1/G0 phase arrest induced 
by miR-659-3p. I The average percentage of each phase in cell cycle (n = 3 each group) showed that SRPK1 overexpression decreased G1/G0 phase 
arrest induced by miR-659-3p. *** indicates P < 0.001 in the indicated comparison
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significantly lower G1/G0 cell percentage compared to the 
controls (Fig. 5H and I). When SRPK1 was overexpressed 
in scramble miRNA transfected cells, the percentage of G1/
G0 cells reduced from 54.76% ± 0.82 (scramble with empty 
vector control) to 41.18% ± 0.81 (P < 0.0001). Consistent 
with the data in Fig. 4, miR-659-3p increased G1/G0 cells 
(66.60% ± 0.88) compared to control (P < 0.0001). However, 
overexpression of SRPK1 significantly reduced the per-
centage of G1/G0 cells (46.60% ± 0.77, vs. 66.60% ± 0.88, 
P < 0.0001). This data indicated that inhibition of cell pro-
liferation, migration, invasion, and cell cycle progression by 
miR-659-3p was at least in part through targeting SRPK1.

MiR‑659‑3p inhibits osteosarcoma cell growth 
by promoting cell apoptosis
SRPK1 plays a critical role in cancer bypassing apoptosis 
in several cancer types, such as colorectal cancer [40], 
breast cancer [14]. We thus hypothesized that the mecha-
nism of miR-659-3p inhibiting osteosarcoma cell growth 
at least in part is that miR-659-3p down regulates SRPK1 
expression and promotes osteosarcoma cell apoptosis. To 
test this hypothesis, we transfected HOS cells and Saos-2 
cells with miR-659-3p mimic and inhibitor respectively. 
Apoptosis of the cells were analyzed by Annixin V bind-
ing and PI staining. Double negative staining indicates 
the live cells, Annixin V single positive indicates the cells 
are in the early apoptotic stage and Annixin V/PI double 
positive indicates the cells are in the late stage of apop-
tosis. As shown in upper panels of Fig. 6A and B, over-
expression of miR-659-3p in HOS osteosarcoma cells 
increased percentage of apoptotic cells from 5.59 ± 0.36% 
to 20.95 ± 0.68% (P < 0.0001). Inversely, inhibiting miR-
659-3p in Saos-2 cells by transfection miR-659-3p 
inhibitor decreased percentage of apoptotic cells from 
6.47 ± 1.18% to 3.05 ± 1.05% (P < 0.05, lower panels 
Fig. 6A and C)). This data indicated that miR-659-3p pro-
moted cell apoptosis in osteosarcoma cells.

MiR‑659‑3p inhibits osteosarcoma tumor growth 
and metastasis in mouse model
The findings above lead us to ask further whether miR-
659-3p can inhibit tumor growth in vivo. A subcutane-
ous tumor mouse model was established by injecting 
HOS osteosarcoma cells into the nude mice. The mice 
were intravenously injected with miR-659-3p or scram-
ble miRNA a week after osteosarcoma cells injection. 
After the tumors were visible, the tumor sizes were 
measured every 3  days and the tumor growth curves 
were plotted (Fig.  7A). Administration of miR-659-3p 
significantly reduced tumor growth in vivo compared 
with the scramble miRNA control (Fig.  7A). At the 
endpoint of the experiment, the tumors dissected from 

the miR-659-3p mimic injected mice exhibited smaller 
sizes compared with the mice injected with control 
miRNA (Fig.  7B). Histology analysis of the tumor tis-
sues confirmed they were osteosarcoma (Fig.  7C, D). 
MiR-659-3p inhibited osteosarcoma cells migration 
and invasion in vitro (Fig.  2), which led us to further 
investigate whether miR-659-3p inhibits osteosar-
coma metastasis in vivo. At the endpoint of the in 
vivo experiment, the whole lungs were dissected from 
all the mice. Metastatic tumors were counted from 5 
interval sections of the lungs. Interestingly, the mice 
injected with miR-659-3p mimic had a significantly 
lower number of metastatic tumors compared with 
control miRNA injected mice (Fig. 7E-G). The sizes of 
the metastatic tumors from miR-659-3p injected mice 
were smaller compared with that from control miRNA 
injected mice visualized by H&E staining (Fig.  7E, F). 
Furthermore, real-time PCR and Western blot assays 
revealed that tumors from mice that were injected with 
miR-659-3p mimic had lower levels of SRPK1 mRNA 
and protein than those injected with control miRNA 
(Fig.  7 H and I). Immunofluorescent staining further 
verified that the protein expression of SRPK1 was 
downregulated by miR-659-3p (Fig. 7 L, M) compared 
with scramble miRNA (Fig. 7J, K). These findings indi-
cated that miR-659-3p reduced SRPK1 expression both 
at mRNA and protein levels in vivo. This data sug-
gested that miR-659-3p not only inhibited osteosar-
coma growth but also inhibited lung metastasis in vivo 
by inhibiting SRPK1 expression in osteosarcoma cells. 
To further investigate the possible underline mecha-
nisms of miR-659-3p/SRPK1, we performed protein 
level analysis of proliferative markers and epithelial-
to-mesenchymal transition (EMT) markers. Interest-
ingly, the primary tumors from miR-659-3p injected 
mice expressed less proliferative markers PCNA and 
Ki67 (Fig.  7I), indicating the tumor cells were less 
proliferative in vivo. Upregulation of E-Cadherin and 
downregulation of N-Cadherin is an indication of sup-
pression of EMT [41]. We found that the expression of 
E-Cadherin in the primary tumors was upregulated, 
and the expression of N-Cadherin was downregulated 
(Fig. 7I), which indicated that miR-659-3p may inhibit 
osteosarcoma EMT.

Discussion
One of the major reasons that patients with metastasis 
or relapse experience with poor prognosis and that there 
is low survival rate is due to a lack of efficient treatment 
options for metastatic osteosarcoma [2, 42]. However, the 
mechanisms of osteosarcoma malignancy and metastasis 
are not fully understood. Abnormal miRNA expression 
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may play a role in osteosarcoma malignancy transforma-
tion and metastasis [27, 28, 43]. In this study, we found a 
novel miR-659-3p-SRPK1 axis that regulates osteosarcoma 
cells growth, migration, invasion in vitro, and tumor pro-
gression and metastasis in vivo. MiR-659-3p was found 
significantly down-regulated in osteosarcoma compared to 
normal bone cells. Although the clinical dataset is under 
power, the trend clearly showed that higher miR-659-3p 
expression patients had better prognosis. Therefore, it is 
possible that the use of miR-659-3p alone or in combina-
tion with other miRNAs as an osteosarcoma biomarker for 
treatment strategies.

As previously mentioned, SRPK1 plays a role in many 
other cancers, and thus the mechanisms of the action of 

SRPK1 in some cancers were also explored. SRPK1 inter-
acts with several oncogenic signaling pathways, such as 
Akt/eIF4E/HIF-1/VEGF signaling pathway [44, 45], Erk/
MAPK signaling pathway [46, 47], PI3K/AKT/mTOR 
signaling pathway [48], TGF-β signaling pathways [49], 
and Wnt/β-catenin signaling pathway [50]. In this study, 
we revealed that SRPK1 may regulate cell proliferation 
molecules such as PCNA and Ki67 to play a critical role 
in osteosarcoma cell proliferation and tumor progression. 
However, the detailed mechanisms of how SRPK1 regu-
lates PCNA and Ki67 expression warrant further investi-
gation and will be reported in a separate manuscript.

The present study hinted at least two different mech-
anisms of SRPK1 in osteosarcoma. First, SRPK1 plays a 

Fig. 6  Mir-659-3p promotes cell apoptosis in osteosarcoma cells. A Representative FACS plots of osteosarcoma cells transfected with either 
control miRNA or miR-659-3p mimic (upper panels), or miR-659-3p inhibitor (lower panels). B Average percentage of apoptotic cells in HOS 
cells transfected with miR-659-3p mimic compared with control miRNA (n = 3 P < 0.001). C Average percentage of apoptotic cells in Saos-2 cells 
transfected with miR-659-3p inhibitor compared with control miRNA (n = 3 P < 0.05)
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Fig. 7  MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma tumor growth and metastasis in vivo. A Tumor growth curve in nude mice indicated that miR-659-3p 
inhibited tumor growth (red line) compared to scramble miRNA treatment (blue line) (n = 6, P < 0.001). B Picture of tumors at the end time point 
showed smaller sizes of miR-659-3p treated tumors compared to scramble miRNA treated. C Representative histology of primary tumor from 
scramble miRNA injected mouse. D Representative histology of primary tumor from miR-659-3p mimic injected mouse. E Representative histology 
of lung metastasis tumor from scramble miRNA injected mouse. F Representative histology of lung metastasis tumor from miR-659-3p mimic 
injected mouse. G Quantification of lung metastasis from the lungs (n = 6, P < 0.001). H. Real-Time PCR showed SRPK1 expression on mRNA level 
was downregulated in miR-659-3p mimic treated tumors compared to scramble miRNA treated tumors (n = 6). I Western blot showed protein 
expression in the tumor tissue treated with miR-659-3p mimic compared to scramble miRNA treated. All western blots were performed on 
different gels. J Representative image of DAPI staining of primary tumor from miR-659-3p mimic injected mouse. K Representative image of SRPK1 
immunostaining of primary tumor from scramble miRNA injected mouse. L Representative image of DAPI staining of primary tumor from scramble 
miRNA injected mouse. M Representative image of SRPK1 immunostaining of primary tumor from miR-659-3p mimic injected mouse. *** indicates 
P < 0.001 in the indicated comparison
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role in the osteosarcoma cell cycle regulation. Our cur-
rent data indicated that inhibiting SRPK1 by miR-659-3p 
increased osteosarcoma cells G1/G0 phase arrest (Fig. 4 
and 5). A similar function of SRPK1 has been reported 
in gastric cancer, SRPK1 knocking down increased G1/
G0 phase arrest in gastric cancer cells [10]. However, 
which downstream molecules are playing a role in G1/
G0 phase arrest need further investigation. Second, can-
cer cells  can bypass apoptosis through a series of com-
plex mechanisms. SRPK1 plays a critical role in cancer 
bypassing apoptosis in several cancer types, such as colo-
rectal cancer [40], breast cancer [14]. Therefore one of 
the explanations miR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cells 
growth, migration and invasion, and osteosarcoma tumor 
progression is that miR-659-3p increases osteosarcoma 
cell apoptosis by downregulating SRPK1 expression and 
further downregulated SRPK1 downstream targets such 
as PCNA and Ki67. Indeed, our apoptosis assay showed 
that miR-659-3p mimic promoted cell apoptosis in HOS 
osteosarcoma cells and inhibiting miR-659-3p inhibited 
cell apoptosis in Saos-2 osteosarcoma cells (Fig. 6).

Currently, metastasis is the major hurdle for osteosar-
coma treatment [2]. EMT plays a crucial role in tumo-
rigenesis and enhances metastasis of many cancer types 
[41]. Therefore, targeting EMT is of great interest in 
counteracting osteosarcoma metastasis. In this study, we 
found that injecting miR-659-3p in vivo reduced N-cad-
herin expression and increased E-cadherin expression 
in the mouse osteosarcoma model, which indicated that 
miR-659-3p inhibited EMT of osteosarcoma cells. How-
ever, the detailed molecular mechanisms underlining 
the inhibition of EMT are not clear, and we will further 
investigate the possible molecular mechanisms and will 
report them in a separate manuscript.

Taken together, this study revealed that miR-659-3p neg-
atively regulates SRPK1 expression in osteosarcoma cells, 
inhibits osteosarcoma cells growth, migration, and inva-
sion in vitro. To our best knowledge, this is the first time 
it revealed that miR-659-3p plays a role in osteosarcoma. 
Moreover, our in vivo mouse model further proved that 
miR-659-3p inhibits tumor growth and metastasis. Inhib-
iting SRPK1 has been proved to have an antitumor effect 
in other cancer types, such as leukemia [51] and melanoma 
[52]. SRPK1 inhibitors have failed to have suitable absorp-
tion, circulation, digestion, exclusion, and noxiousness 
to test further in clinical trials [53]. This study provided 
evidence not only that SRPK1 could be used as a thera-
peutic target for osteosarcoma treatment, but also that 
miR-659-3p could potentially be used as a tool for targeting 
SRPK1 in osteosarcoma treatment.

Supplementary Information
The online version contains supplementary material available at https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1186/​s12885-​022-​10029-0.

Additional file 1. Original files of Western blots.

Additional file 2: Supplemental Fig. 1. Overlapping gene numbers 
between TargetScan results and Differential Expressed miRNAs (DEMs).

Additional file 3: Supplemental file 1. 

Additional file 4: Supplemental file 2. 

Acknowledgements
We thank Amy D. He from the University of Michigan for English language 
editing.

Authors’ contributions
YG and ZW designed the study. YG and ZW performed the experiments, 
collected data. YG contributed to the writing of the manuscript. YG and ZW 
performed the analyses and calculations. Both authors read and approved the 
final manuscript.

Funding
This work was supported by the Science and Technology Development Pro‑
ject of Jilin Province grant (20190201081JC) to YG, and Health Special Project 
of Jilin Province grant (JLSWSRCZX2020-0053) to YG.

Availability of data and materials
The data generated and/or analyzed in this study are included in this article 
and supplemental information files. Dr. Yubao Gong is the contact person for 
requesting data of this study (gongyb@jlu.edu.cn).

Declarations

Ethics approval and consent to participate
This study does not contain any studies with human participants performed 
by any of the authors.
All the animal studies were approved by the Jilin University Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee, followed the guide lines adapted from the 
“Animal Welfare Act” (the federal law governing the care and use of laboratory 
animals in the United States). All methods were reported in accordance with 
ARRIVE guidelines for the reporting of animal experiments.

Consent for publication
Not applicable. No patients or personal data was involved in this study.

Competing interests
The authors have no competing interests.

Author details
1 Department of Orthopaedics, the First Hospital of Jilin University, 1 Xinmin 
Street, Changchun 130021, China. 2 Department of Pharmacology, Basic Medi‑
cal School, Jilin University, 126 Xinmin Street, Changchun 130021, China. 

Received: 15 December 2021   Accepted: 24 August 2022

References
	1.	 Ottaviani G, Jaffe N. The epidemiology of osteosarcoma. Cancer Treat Res. 

2009;152:3–13.
	2.	 Duchman KR, Gao Y, Miller BJ. Prognostic factors for survival in patients 

with high-grade osteosarcoma using the Surveillance, Epidemiol‑
ogy, and End Results (SEER) Program database. Cancer Epidemiol. 
2015;39(4):593–9.

	3.	 Petasny M, Bentata M, Pawellek A, Baker M, Kay G, Salton M. Splicing 
to Keep Cycling: The Importance of Pre-mRNA Splicing during the Cell 
Cycle. Trends Genet. 2021;37(3):266–78.

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12885-022-10029-0
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12885-022-10029-0


Page 15 of 16Gong and Wei ﻿BMC Cancer          (2022) 22:934 	

	4.	 Giannakouros T, Nikolakaki E, Mylonis I, Georgatsou E. Serine-arginine 
protein kinases: a small protein kinase family with a large cellular pres‑
ence. FEBS J. 2011;278(4):570–86.

	5.	 Das S, Krainer AR. Emerging functions of SRSF1, splicing factor 
and oncoprotein, in RNA metabolism and cancer. Mol Cancer Res. 
2014;12(9):1195–204.

	6.	 Zhong XY, Ding JH, Adams JA, Ghosh G, Fu XD. Regulation of SR protein 
phosphorylation and alternative splicing by modulating kinetic interac‑
tions of SRPK1 with molecular chaperones. Genes Dev. 2009;23(4):482–95.

	7.	 Ma CT, Hagopian JC, Ghosh G, Fu XD, Adams JA. Regiospecific phos‑
phorylation control of the SR protein ASF/SF2 by SRPK1. J Mol Biol. 
2009;390(4):618–34.

	8.	 Hanahan D, Weinberg RA. Hallmarks of cancer: the next generation. Cell. 
2011;144(5):646–74.

	9.	 Oltean S, Bates DO. Hallmarks of alternative splicing in cancer. Oncogene. 
2014;33(46):5311–8.

	10.	 Wang H, Wang C, Tian W, Yao Y. The crucial role of SRPK1 in IGF-1-induced 
EMT of human gastric cancer. Oncotarget. 2017;8(42):72157–66.

	11.	 Xu X, Wei Y, Wang S, Luo M, Zeng H. Serine-arginine protein kinase 1 
(SRPK1) is elevated in gastric cancer and plays oncogenic functions. 
Oncotarget. 2017;8(37):61944–57.

	12.	 Liu H, Hu X, Zhu Y, Jiang G, Chen S. Up-regulation of SRPK1 in non-small 
cell lung cancer promotes the growth and migration of cancer cells. 
Tumour Biol. 2016;37(6):7287–93.

	13.	 Li XH, Song JW, Liu JL, Wu S, Wang LS, Gong LY, Lin X. Serine-arginine 
protein kinase 1 is associated with breast cancer progression and poor 
patient survival. Med Oncol. 2014;31(8):83.

	14.	 Lin JC, Lin CY, Tarn WY, Li FY. Elevated SRPK1 lessens apoptosis in 
breast cancer cells through RBM4-regulated splicing events. RNA. 
2014;20(10):1621–31.

	15.	 Malvi P, Janostiak R, Chava S, Manrai P, Yoon E, Singh K, Harigopal M, 
Gupta R, Wajapeyee N. LIMK2 promotes the metastatic progression 
of triple-negative breast cancer by activating SRPK1. Oncogenesis. 
2020;9(8):77.

	16.	 van Roosmalen W, Le Devedec SE, Golani O, Smid M, Pulyakhina I, Tim‑
mermans AM, Look MP, Zi D, Pont C, de Graauw M, et al. Tumor cell migra‑
tion screen identifies SRPK1 as breast cancer metastasis determinant. J 
Clin Invest. 2015;125(4):1648–64.

	17.	 Wang C, Zhou Z, Subhramanyam CS, Cao Q, Heng ZSL, Liu W, Fu X, Hu 
Q. SRPK1 acetylation modulates alternative splicing to regulate cisplatin 
resistance in breast cancer cells. Commun Biol. 2020;3(1):268.

	18.	 Bullock N, Potts J, Simpkin AJ, Koupparis A, Harper SJ, Oxley J, Oltean S. 
Serine-arginine protein kinase 1 (SRPK1), a determinant of angiogenesis, 
is upregulated in prostate cancer and correlates with disease stage and 
invasion. J Clin Pathol. 2016;69(2):171–5.

	19.	 Mavrou A, Brakspear K, Hamdollah-Zadeh M, Damodaran G, Babaei-Jadidi 
R, Oxley J, Gillatt DA, Ladomery MR, Harper SJ, Bates DO, et al. Serine-
arginine protein kinase 1 (SRPK1) inhibition as a potential novel targeted 
therapeutic strategy in prostate cancer. Oncogene. 2015;34(33):4311–9.

	20.	 Mavrou A, Oltean S. SRPK1 inhibition in prostate cancer: A novel anti-
angiogenic treatment through modulation of VEGF alternative splicing. 
Pharmacol Res. 2016;107:276–81.

	21.	 Tzelepis K, De Braekeleer E, Aspris D, Barbieri I, Vijayabaskar MS, Liu WH, 
Gozdecka M, Metzakopian E, Toop HD, Dudek M, et al. SRPK1 maintains 
acute myeloid leukemia through effects on isoform usage of epigenetic 
regulators including BRD4. Nat Commun. 2018;9(1):5378.

	22.	 Zhang J, Jiang H, Xia W, Jiang Y, Tan X, Liu P, Jia H, Yang X, Shen G. Serine-
arginine protein kinase 1 is associated with hepatocellular carcinoma 
progression and poor patient survival. Tumour Biol. 2016;37(1):283–90.

	23.	 Zhou B, Li Y, Deng Q, Wang H, Wang Y, Cai B, Han ZG. SRPK1 contributes to 
malignancy of hepatocellular carcinoma through a possible mechanism 
involving PI3K/Akt. Mol Cell Biochem. 2013;379(1–2):191–9.

	24.	 Nikas IP, Themistocleous SC, Paschou SA, Tsamis KI, Ryu HS. Serine-
Arginine Protein Kinase 1 (SRPK1) as a Prognostic Factor and Potential 
Therapeutic Target in Cancer: Current Evidence and Future Perspectives. 
Cells. 2019;9(1):19.

	25.	 Ambros V. The functions of animal microRNAs. Nature. 
2004;431(7006):350–5.

	26.	 Bartel DP. MicroRNAs: genomics, biogenesis, mechanism, and function. 
Cell. 2004;116(2):281–97.

	27.	 Otoukesh B, Abbasi M, Gorgani HO, Farahini H, Moghtadaei M, Boddouhi 
B, Kaghazian P, Hosseinzadeh S, Alaee A. MicroRNAs signatures, bioinfor‑
matics analysis of miRNAs, miRNA mimics and antagonists, and miRNA 
therapeutics in osteosarcoma. Cancer Cell Int. 2020;20:254.

	28.	 Gong Y, Wei Z, Liu J. MiRNA-1225 Inhibits Osteosarcoma Tumor Growth 
and Progression by Targeting YWHAZ. Onco Targets Ther. 2021;14:15–27.

	29.	 Xiao Q, Yang Y, An Q, Qi Y. MicroRNA-100 suppresses human osteosar‑
coma cell proliferation and chemo-resistance via ZNRF2. Oncotarget. 
2017;8(21):34678–86.

	30.	 Song YZ, Li JF. Circular RNA hsa_circ_0001564 regulates osteosarcoma 
proliferation and apoptosis by acting miRNA sponge. Biochem Biophys 
Res Commun. 2018;495(3):2369–75.

	31.	 He M, Shen P, Qiu C, Wang J. miR-627-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cell 
proliferation and metastasis by targeting PTN. Aging (Albany NY). 
2019;11(15):5744–56.

	32.	 Gang L, Qun L, Liu WD, Li YS, Xu YZ, Yuan DT. MicroRNA-34a promotes 
cell cycle arrest and apoptosis and suppresses cell adhesion by targeting 
DUSP1 in osteosarcoma. Am J Transl Res. 2017;9(12):5388–99.

	33.	 Zhang Y, Pan Y, Xie C, Zhang Y. miR-34a exerts as a key regulator in the 
dedifferentiation of osteosarcoma via PAI-1-Sox2 axis. Cell Death Dis. 
2018;9(7):777.

	34.	 Lei W, Yan C, Ya J, Yong D, Yujun B, Kai L. MiR-199a-3p affects the multi-
chemoresistance of osteosarcoma through targeting AK4. BMC Cancer. 
2018;18(1):631.

	35.	 Zhou G, Shi X, Zhang J, Wu S, Zhao J. MicroRNAs in osteosarcoma: 
from biological players to clinical contributors, a review. J Int Med Res. 
2013;41(1):1–12.

	36.	 Namlos HM, Meza-Zepeda LA, Baroy T, Ostensen IH, Kresse SH, Kuijjer ML, 
Serra M, Burger H, Cleton-Jansen AM, Myklebost O. Modulation of the osteo‑
sarcoma expression phenotype by microRNAs. PLoS ONE. 2012;7(10):e48086.

	37.	 He Z, Leong DJ, Xu L, Hardin JA, Majeska RJ, Schaffler MB, Thi MM, Yang 
L, Goldring MB, Cobelli NJ, et al. CITED2 mediates the cross-talk between 
mechanical loading and IL-4 to promote chondroprotection. Ann N Y 
Acad Sci. 2019;1442(1):128–37.

	38.	 Lauvrak SU, Munthe E, Kresse SH, Stratford EW, Namlos HM, Meza-Zepeda 
LA, Myklebost O. Functional characterisation of osteosarcoma cell lines 
and identification of mRNAs and miRNAs associated with aggressive 
cancer phenotypes. Br J Cancer. 2013;109(8):2228–36.

	39.	 Gui JF, Lane WS, Fu XD. A serine kinase regulates intracellular localization 
of splicing factors in the cell cycle. Nature. 1994;369(6482):678–82.

	40.	 Yi N, Xiao M, Jiang F, Liu Z, Ni W, Lu C, Ni R, Chen W. SRPK1 is a poor 
prognostic indicator and a novel potential therapeutic target for human 
colorectal cancer. Onco Targets Ther. 2018;11:5359–70.

	41.	 Loh CY, Chai JY, Tang TF, Wong WF, Sethi G, Shanmugam MK, Chong PP, 
Looi CY. The E-Cadherin and N-Cadherin Switch in Epithelial-to-Mesen‑
chymal Transition: Signaling, Therapeutic Implications, and Challenges. 
Cells. 2019;8(10):1118.

	42.	 Duffaud F. Role of TKI for Metastatic Osteogenic Sarcoma. Curr Treat 
Options Oncol. 2020;21(8):65.

	43.	 Lulla RR, Costa FF, Bischof JM, Chou PM. de FBM, Vanin EF, Soares MB: 
Identification of Differentially Expressed MicroRNAs in Osteosarcoma. 
Sarcoma. 2011;2011:732690.

	44.	 Amin EM, Oltean S, Hua J, Gammons MV, Hamdollah-Zadeh M, Welsh GI, 
Cheung MK, Ni L, Kase S, Rennel ES, et al. WT1 mutants reveal SRPK1 to 
be a downstream angiogenesis target by altering VEGF splicing. Cancer 
Cell. 2011;20(6):768–80.

	45.	 Wang P, Zhou Z, Hu A, Ponte de Albuquerque C, Zhou Y, Hong L, Sierecki 
E, Ajiro M, Kruhlak M, Harris C, et al. Both decreased and increased SRPK1 
levels promote cancer by interfering with PHLPP-mediated dephospho‑
rylation of Akt. Mol Cell. 2014;54(3):378–91.

	46.	 Hayes GM, Carrigan PE, Beck AM, Miller LJ. Targeting the RNA splicing 
machinery as a novel treatment strategy for pancreatic carcinoma. Can‑
cer Res. 2006;66(7):3819–27.

	47.	 Karni R, de Stanchina E, Lowe SW, Sinha R, Mu D, Krainer AR. The gene 
encoding the splicing factor SF2/ASF is a proto-oncogene. Nat Struct Mol 
Biol. 2007;14(3):185–93.

	48.	 Ben-Hur V, Denichenko P, Siegfried Z, Maimon A, Krainer A, Davidson B, 
Karni R. S6K1 alternative splicing modulates its oncogenic activity and 
regulates mTORC1. Cell Rep. 2013;3(1):103–15.



Page 16 of 16Gong and Wei ﻿BMC Cancer          (2022) 22:934 

•
 
fast, convenient online submission

 •
  

thorough peer review by experienced researchers in your field

• 
 
rapid publication on acceptance

• 
 
support for research data, including large and complex data types

•
  

gold Open Access which fosters wider collaboration and increased citations 

 
maximum visibility for your research: over 100M website views per year •

  At BMC, research is always in progress.

Learn more biomedcentral.com/submissions

Ready to submit your researchReady to submit your research  ?  Choose BMC and benefit from: ?  Choose BMC and benefit from: 

	49.	 Ren G, Sheng L, Liu H, Sun Y, An Y, Li Y. The crucial role of SRPK1 in TGF-
beta-induced proliferation and apoptosis in the esophageal squamous 
cell carcinomas. Med Oncol. 2015;32(7):209.

	50.	 Gong L, Song J, Lin X, Wei F, Zhang C, Wang Z, Zhu J, Wu S, Chen Y, Liang 
J, et al. Serine-arginine protein kinase 1 promotes a cancer stem cell-like 
phenotype through activation of Wnt/beta-catenin signalling in NSCLC. J 
Pathol. 2016;240(2):184–96.

	51.	 Siqueira RP, Barbosa Ede A, Poleto MD, Righetto GL, Seraphim TV, Salgado 
RL, Ferreira JG, Barros MV, de Oliveira LL, Laranjeira AB, et al. Potential 
Antileukemia Effect and Structural Analyses of SRPK Inhibition by N-(2-
(Piperidin-1-yl)-5-(Trifluoromethyl)Phenyl)Isonicotinamide (SRPIN340). 
PLoS ONE. 2015;10(8):e0134882.

	52.	 Gammons MV, Lucas R, Dean R, Coupland SE, Oltean S, Bates DO. Target‑
ing SRPK1 to control VEGF-mediated tumour angiogenesis in metastatic 
melanoma. Br J Cancer. 2014;111(3):477–85.

	53.	 Patel M, Sachidanandan M, Adnan M. Serine arginine protein kinase 1 
(SRPK1): a moonlighting protein with theranostic ability in cancer preven‑
tion. Mol Biol Rep. 2019;46(1):1487–97.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in pub‑
lished maps and institutional affiliations.


	MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma progression and metastasis by inhibiting cell proliferation and invasion via targeting SRPK1
	Abstract 
	Objective: 
	Methods: 
	Results: 
	Conclusions: 

	Introduction
	Material and methods
	miRNA expression dataset and analysis
	Osteosarcoma cell lines and culture
	Cell transfection
	RNA isolation and Real-Time PCR
	Cell proliferation assay with Cell Counting Kit-8 (CCK8)
	Cell migration assay
	Transwell cell invasion assay
	Dual luciferase assay
	Western blot analysis
	Cell cycle profile analysis
	Cell apoptosis assay
	SRPK1 immunofluorescence staining
	In vivo tumor model
	Statistics analysis

	Results
	MiR-659-3p targets 3’ UTR of SRPK1 gene and inhibits SRPK1 gene expression in osteosarcoma cells
	MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cells proliferation and migration in vitro
	Inhibiting miR-659-3p promotes osteosarcoma cells proliferation and migration in vitro
	MiR-659-3p regulates osteosarcoma cells proliferation by affecting G1G0 phase exit
	Overexpression of SRPK1 attenuates inhibition effect of miR-659-3p in osteosarcoma cells proliferation, migration and cell cycle progression
	MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma cell growth by promoting cell apoptosis
	MiR-659-3p inhibits osteosarcoma tumor growth and metastasis in mouse model

	Discussion
	Acknowledgements
	References


