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The brain is rather unimpressive in the flesh; yet every- 
one?from Andreas Vesalius (who dissected it), 
Thomas Willis (who indoctrinated it), Rickman Godlee 
(who operated upon it), Godfrey Hounsfield (who 
imaged it) and Ronald Reagan (who named a decade 
after it)?has wanted to know what it looks like and 
how it works. The Renaissance artists laid the founda- 
tions of neuroscience by their introduction of anatomi- 
cal illustration and in so doing, they simplified the 
learning task for subsequent generations of students. 
For most, the problem is how best to think about the 
arrangements and disarrangements that underpin 
order and disorder in the nervous system; this is the 
classic discipline of neurological localisation or func- 
tional anatomy. The Wolfe Colour atlas of the brain and 
spinal cord assumes no prior knowledge; the brain and 
its workings are described from front to back and top 
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to bottom (that is, from anterior to posterior, and ros- 
tral to caudal). An atlas of this sort depends on the 
impact and accuracy of its illustrations; Marjorie Eng- 
land and Jennifer Wakely have produced a book which 
imaginatively combines histological material, pho- 
tographs of head sections, computerised tomographic 
images, and diagrams?all in colour and with excellent 
illumination?to explain the brain. This approach, and 
the quality of the illustrations, distinguishes this atlas 
from other texts which depict but do not explain, or 
describe but do not illuminate. It is a shame that the 

histological sections lack the clarity and impact of the 
other visual material, notably the coronal, saggital and 
transverse head sections taken from a collection at the 
Middlesex Hospital Medical School. Although written 
for those studying medicine and nursing, it seems likely 
that many readers who are new to these subjects will 
still require a knowledgeable tutor to assist their neu- 
roanatomical passage; those instructors will also be 

grateful to Drs England and Wakely for producing this 
Baedecker of the brain. 

D. A. S. COMPSTON 

Professor of Neurology, Cambridge 


